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LElTElt CCLXXXIJL 

TO MONSIEUK I)E ORIGNAN. 

Varis, Jamtary 16, 1674, 

1 y\C KN<)WLED(t]% my dear count, your natural po* 
iiUnicss, and the goodness of your heart, which makea 
you sensible of all the tenderness of mine; I feel with 
pleasure the kindness of your letter ; and believe me, It 
not merely by way of return, that 1 protest to yoU I 
would wdlingly have made the consideration of my own 
liappmess yield td the solidity of my daughter's argu- 
ments, had not the interest of your own affairs declared 
on the side of my inclination. You know M, de la 
tLirde, and consequently can judge how unlikely he 
would be to put you both to inconvenience merely 4e 
indulge my wishes, had he not been more than ever 
convinced of tire necessity of your taking this journey; 
you alone are the proper person to speak to the king oil 
your own affairs. Madame de Grignan will find a wajf 
likewise to employ her abilities to the purpose, 
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you can bring the coadjutor with you, your troop will 
then be complete ; this is not my opinion only, but 
that of yoUr friends in general. M. de Pomponne is of 
<^|^e]numb4ST, and will be greatly rejoiced to see you all 
I have only lo add, that I leave the manage- 
ment 6f‘ the journey wholly to you : only let me give 
you a little hint, not to travel in your carriage along the 
banks of the Rhine, and to avoid a certain water about 
Z league from Montelimart: this water is no other than 
the Rhone itself, which they obliged my carriage to 
jpass through last year, and you cannot imagine how 
prettily my horses swam : for God’s sake do not laugh 
^ r autions ; prudence and foresight are the only 

w '^ake a journey safe. 

uy dear count; I may hope then to have the 
If. isible joy of embracing you soon; what do T 
<;\r‘e you for this favour? If I have a sincere fiiend- 
and the warmest affection for you, you know it is 
iiOt the feeling of to-day. 

LETTER CCLXXXIV. 

TO MADAME DE OHIGNAN. 

Paris, Fiiddiy, Jan. 19 , I674. 

1 SHOULD be extremely sorry, my child, if any of our 
couriers were to be drowned ; they all bring you letters 
with leave of absence, which it is absolutely necessary 
you should receive. It is admirable in you to remem- 
ber what I said about that same Durance : for mvj/ "art, 

2 never forget the least circumstance that relates to you : 
judge then if I remember Nova, and our Spaniard, and 
(OUT jCarthusians, and our Grignan songs, and a thousand 

you wish I could see the state of your heart 
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with regard to me : I am persuaded that I should be 
perfectiy satisfied ; and, not to spin out this subject to 
an iuiineasnruble leiigtli, 1 shall only tell you, that 1 
know you love me dearly ; but it is cruel of you to re- 
ceive with so much grief the mere trifles I now and then 
give my little pigeon *, when you know that one of the 
play-tliings who h the coadjutor has made them a pre-* 
sent of, is worth all mine put together; so not a word 
more upon that suliject, if you please, while I remain 
guardian, though it is very tnu' that 1 am going to re- 
sign my oflicc; hut I am really afraid of your chicane- 
ry. M. de OrigiKin and you will hiid fault wuth even^ 
thing, and I know' you are thinking ot* nothing at 
sent but quarrelling w'ith me; I am ^ery well acqu^t^iW' 
ed with you both: the xoorthp absolutely trero^ 
the thoughts of it, and though he fully expects to be 
ill used, is dying to see you here. 1 love that good 
creature from the very bottom of my soul, for all de- 
pends on him. 

M. de la (iaidc is more confident than ever that you 
will do wonders by your presence, and is very desirous 
that the coadjutor should be of the party; it wmld be 
worthy of his fiiendship, and would complete W'hat he 
began so well at Lambesc : he has good friends, and is 
thought highly of; he can talk to ministers, is intrepid 
and Ibitunato; but 1 entered fully into all this the 
other day. We have made the speech among us, ipi 
w hich M. de Cirignan is to address the king ; it is in a 
fct \ le calculated to please his majesty, that is, mild and 
M-i^ful ; yours is to be a little more animated : in 
short, vte look your diflereut tones, and upon rehearsal 
found that it was just the thing. 

* IM.id line de means her grand-cliildren hefe; and by her 

filial di indilp, the care ofmadanie de Grignaa’s daughter that was Jeft 
willi lier. 
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You know Uie pyliuo is returntti, and ikal idi is at 
an end. 1 expect your brother e\ery instant. 1 in- 
formed you of the robbi ry at St. (iennain’s ciiapel; it 
is asserted that the king knows the thief, and has put a 
stop to the search: that it was a man of (juality, but 
not one belonging to the palace. The princess (rjlar- 
court dances at the ball, and will not miss even a coun- 
try-dance; so you may judge of lier devotion, which 
was only put on to get appointed lady of the palace. 
A few days ago she said, 1 am a heathen, compared with 
my sister d^Auniont; but now she says. My sister d’Aii- 
is continually dull and melancholy; she takes de- 
)thing but burying the dead. Slic does not 
but very submissively declares, that she is 
jo It whenever the queen or the [prince dTlar- 
court orders her to do it. But ludiher the queen nor 
the prince has been pleased to do it yet, and so, poor 
lady, she is forced to pinch lier cheeks to give them a 
bloom: it is believed too, that jM. de Sante Beuve will 
enter into that ex|>edient. 1 would not mention liiese 
follies to any one but you; for, after all, the daugblev 
of Brancas is sacred to me, and 1 beg you will not 
mention it again. 

The balls are crowded w itli children ; madame de 
Montespan is neglected there, but takes the highest 
place : she says mademoiselle de Rouvrai is already too 
old to dance at the ball ; Mademoiselle, mademoiselle 
de Biois, the little de Fiennes, mademoiselle de Roque- 
laure (rather too old, she is fifteen). Mademoiselle de 
Biois is a prodigy ; the king and every one are delighted 
with’.';.'hfsr ^|| |hc cante to madame de Richelieu in the 
midst and said, Madame, can you tell 

me whe^r the king is pleased with me or not r’"' She 
passed owi to madame de Montespan, “ Madame/’ said 
you take no notice of your friends to-day in 
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ihort, with certain little tilings that come IVom her 
lovely mouth, she charms her wii, so that every one 
tliinks it inijiossible to surpass her. I beg pardon of 
niy great Afadcmoiselie ; God be praised, she dances no 
longer, d he other chililren are not yet to be seen: 
madanie cle Scarion very liitie. I have had a charm- 
ing conversation with the Mist* ; she has risen as high 
as the Tiiaiv, and junhaps higher; nothing can be of 
greater importance to you than the road by the Mist, 
wiio is sure to you ; and from iter great zeal i 
tion for you, she will be one of your instrunn 
Lef/f \^ tile most frivolous and lightest mercha, 
ever saw ; he who governs the trunk of her tr 
ing to replant it, that it may grow green agaii 
wishes to be rid of the expense, and will no; 
unfruitful soil; the Stonn, I think it is his re; 
is more friendly towards you than you can im. ^ 

The abbe de Valbelle lias just left usf. He told me, 
that yesterday at mass, his majesty, in a good-humour- 
tid way, gave his almoner a printed paper, by an un- 
known author, which has been handed about at St. 
(iermain, in which the noblesse humbly request his 
maji'sty to correct the indecency of his clergy, who get 
together and chat and talk loud, and turn their backs to 
the altar, before his majesty conu s into the chapel ; and 
that he would be pleased to order them to behave with 
at least as mucli decency when (iod only is present, as 
after his majesty comes in. This address is extremely 
well drawui up: the priests are dreadfully enraged at 

* The Mistf tlie TliiuVj the Leqft Stormy are cljih^'r.’,. Tt has been 
;i<*cn above, that the 'luaiv was imuiatiie do Searrott. 'Die Mist is pro- 
hahly inailanie <h' la KiytUl*-, an«l the inatlaine tie Coiilanges, both 
hieiids of inadurne de Scarroi). Tiie Storm is apparently the* abbc-'letu, 

T Louis Alj>honso de Valhelle, almoner iu ordinary to tlie king, af*> 
terwi: 's inacie bishop ofAlei, and Iroiu tlii nt e translated to the nv^olT 
»Sf. C.)j icr. 
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it, especially those who used to take the opportunity ol 
king^s absence to talk and abuse the musicians, to 
the great scandal of ihoir cloth, and the church they be- 
long to. He told me besides, that the archbishop oi' 
Hheims would denounce eternal enmity against the co- 
adjutor, if he did not accompany you to Paris, What 
has been lately decided in Languedoc ought certainly 
to weigh with you above all considerations : this is a 
favourable time for yon, and M. de Poinponne will al- 
n the side of Justice, which is all you require 
) your town -house?. 

y of is very diverting : the good 

Ued, fumed, raged, and swore, and, after all, 

1 to make the first step towards yon ; and you 
: right to forgive what had passed. 

R**'^*', de tes coiiseiLs voila le fruit f* . 

Was not he the honest man who advised him :[;? 

Corbinelli unites you an account of the triumph of 
the king’s lieutenants : the judgement given in this case 
is the most exact rule for your ali’air ; nothing in the 
world could happen at a more favourable juncture ; but 
be sure you bring copies of wliat is entered in your re- 
gisters, for they will be of service to you ; mere words 
signify little, when w^e are called upon for proofs. 
Bvery one here admires your honesty in saying that 
with such base and low-mindc'd people tliose with 
whom you have to deal, noihing 1*; gained l',y ge- 
nerosity. 

I am yours most aHectionately, my deai*, and I em- 
brace as many of the Grignans as iia])pcMi to he round 
you. 

•|* R***#, such are the just fruits of tliy advice, 

X A jpprson who was register to the sUxtrs x-l’ I’i-ovcikt. 



MADAME DE SEVIGNK. 


7 


LLITER CCLXXXV. 

FROM M. DE CORBIN 1-LLI TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Javi. 19 > 1074 . 

The judgement given in favour of the king’s conimis* 
sioner iu Languedoc against the bishops of that province, 
is an admirable precedent in your favour. Another vic- 
tory, another triumph, another honour for us, and new 
vexation to our enemies; every thing will now go 
smoothly : and if we should chance at any time to lose 
a point iu Provence, we shall recover it here : onlg 
come to us, and we will form such deep schemes of 
litics, as shall make our foes tremble. I do not* know 
whether the marchioness, your mother, has given you 
a proper description of the ball at St. Germain, but this 
I know, that you will enliven every thing by your pre- 
sence. I cannot sufficiently admire the affair of 
If you had remembered iny lessons, respecting country 
liberality, you would have promised him your protw- 
tion, and then have gloriously gone from your word 
under some noble pretext: you quite forget all those 
fine maxims, and yet they are the safest in the world 
to follov\^ The king will certainly reproach you one 
day or other for this behaviour of yours ; you absolutely 
sacrifice a whole province to your false notions of ge-** 
nerosity : you might have said that you could not grant 
the Aivour with any safety to your conscience ; but 
having granted it, could you not have found in all the 
mysteries of politics, one handsome device, to turn out, 
this register ? (), generous souls, unworthy to reign over 
those of Provei)ct‘ ! 
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LETTER CCLXXXM 

FROM MAiDAME DL SLVIGNK TO MADAM U DE ORIGNAN. 

Prfris, Mondiiv, Jan. ' 2 * 2 , 16 / 4 , 

I DO no\ know, my dear child, whether the hope of 
seeing you soon, which expands my heart, gives me a 
peculiar propensity to joy and merriment, hut 1 laughed 
'•Tiost hnnioderately at what you wrote me about Pol- 
and M.deGrignan. Corbinelli is enchantetl with 
W’hoever sees the passage will be rortunate. It 
ssible to keep a thing up with greater humour, 
resume it with greater skill, than you do in dif- 
Wts of your letter. Believe me it is impossible 
5 more delightfully ; the spirit of our coricspond- 
m scarcely, I think, be equalled, atul is a great 
comfort to me. You say too much of my^ letters ; lliey 
are not to be compared wdth yours, and yet, see what 
ap odd creature I am, I protest to you I earnestly wisii 
to receive no more of tliem ; and in saying this, let me 
tell you, I set no small value on your presence. 

Your observation on the subject of the Hail, who 
speaks according to his wishes and views, wdihout pay- 
ing any attention either to truth or probability, is a very 
good one. 1 think for my owm j)art there is nothing 
like being insolent ; is it not extremely proper? i have 
always detested this style niyself, but if it succeed, J 
must change my opinion. 1 shall insert the nirair of 
your friend the assassinator, in my l)ook of Ingratitude ; 
I think it is a very curious incident: hut what strikes me 
most, is the e:|j|g|ne delicacy of the gentleman, w ho, 

* allu^ |jl|lg^ Ji^'uo’lint!ss of PeiUsson, who in ihis rospeert re- 

M. 
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bf causc lie will not sufler any one to be in love with 
bis mother, stabs his friend and benefactor. Your Pro- 
vencals have strange consciences : that of the Hail (the 
bishop of Marseilles) is a miniature on the same plan ; 
Jiis scruples, his remissness, his proposals, his opposi- 
tions, augment and blacken the dose; he is an excellent 
counterpart of your villain. 

Put to change the subject. You are really coming 
then, my child ! I shall have the joy of receiving you 
here once more, of embracing you, and giving you a 
tiiousand little marks of iny alfection. This hope spreads 
a mild influence of joy over my heart; I am sure you 
believe it, and are under no aj)prehension, lest ^ 
send you back again. — I have been to day to " 
main ; the ladies there talked much of your « 

The countess de (Quiche desired me to tell you, that s le 
shall not, write to you, since you will come and fetch 
your answer ; she dined there, though in weeds ; the 
queen wished it. 1 witnessed the ceremony. 'Plie king 
and queen ale in gloomy state. Madame de Richelieu* 
sits, and the other ladies sit, or stand, according to their 
rank : those who have not dined, are ready to rush upon 
the dishes, and those who have dined are sick wiih the 
smell, and sulibcated with the steam of the meats : so 
that tlic whole party sidle rs. Madame de Crussol’s 
head was dressed in the extiaanlty of the fashion ; she 
will on Wednesday appear in rubies, having taken all' 
those of the duke, and mad a me de Meckel bourg. I’ 
suppeil last evening at (j'ourvi lie's with this princess; 
madamc de la Payette, and M. de la Rochtfoucaulp 
wire there: we exhausted the subject of Germanv,, 
without excepting a single principality. Adieu, my 
dear child, 1 leave you, to chat with dTiacrj^ueville andi 


• P’dflv of honour to the quecii. 

B. 5 ' 
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Corbinelli : they make no ceremony ot* interrupting nit* 
now you are coming. 

The king has given the situation of colonel -gene ml 
of the Swiss guards, which M. de Soissons * held, to ilie 
count de Vexinf. M. de Louvois will act for him. 

LETTER CCLXXXVH. 

TO THE SAME. 

IWis, Frkby, Jan. 26, 1 67 1. 

*.viLLE and La Garde still continue to wish for 
al, as the thing in the world tliat will he of 
est advantage to your aflairs ; come then, my 
:hild, and by your presence change the face of 
ng liere; se me miras, me miran this is most 
- r applied: you must not set your sun-dial in the 
i&hade : r intendant w'ill not leave Provence so soon 

as was imagined. He wrote to inadaine d'Harbigni, 
that you did him wrong, in thinking that justice alone 
engaged him in your interests, since your own beauty 
and merit had a great share in it. 

There was not a creature at the ball last Wednesday. 
The king and queen had ail the crown jewels on ; but 
as ill fortune would have it, neither Monsieur nor Ma- 
dame, nor Mademoiselle, nor mesdames de Soubise, 
Sully, dTIarcourt, Veiitadour, Coetquen, nor Grancey, 
could be present, on ditferent accounts, which w^as a. 
great pity. Their majesties seemed to be a good deal 
vexed at it. 

• Eugene Maurioo dc Savoie, count de SoiBsons, died June the 7 ih, 

Lcftii* (V»ar de BoiHimoi), horn in 1672. 

X An inscription ftWili Min-diaf “ IT you look on me, oiliersi will 
look on me,” hut mirar bignifies to admire as well as to look upoix. 
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I returiu^tl yesterday from Morci, where 1 went the 
day before to pay a visit to M. d’Andilli. I was near 
six h{)iirs with him, and enjoyed all the gratification 
that could be tasted in the conversation of so witty and 
excellent a man: 1 likewise saw my uncle de Sevigne'*^, 
bat bn- a very short time. That Port Royal is a perfect 
Tliebaisf, a very paradise; a desert, where all that is 
left of true Chrisrian devotion, is retired. The whole 
country for a league round, breathes the air of virtue 
and holiness, 'riiere are four or five hermits, whom no 
one knows, that live like the penitents of St. Oli- 

inachus J. The Jiuns are angels upon earth, 
moiselle de Vertus is wearing out the remains 
serable life there, in the \nost excruciating \ 
with inconceivable resignation. The very me 
the inhal)itauts have a virtuous serenity in thcii coun- 
tenances; and a modesty of deportment, to be met w'itli 
ill no other place. I own to you 1 was delighted to see 
this divine solitude of which 1 have heard so much; it 
is a frigiiirul valley, calculated to inspire a taste for re- 
ligion. 1 returned to Merci to sleep, and yesterday re- 
turned here after having embraced M. d’Andiili as I 
passed. 1 shall dine to-morrow with M, de Pomponne; 
lie will talk of his fattier, and 1 of my daughter: these 
are the subjects vve have most at heart. I am every day 
in expectation of your brother : he writes to me in the 
most allcctionate manner, lie set out sooner, and stays 
longer than the rest ; we have a notion lliat this is oc- 
casioned by an attachment he has formed at Sesannej 

* M. tie Aiuillli and M, de Stvlgn^ had for many years lived a life of 
rtilrtaiKait at INni-Rttyal des Chumps. 

f A part oJ’ F.^ypt, bordering upon Ethiopia ; the people of which 
w( re K’lnarkable for the nature and simplicity of their mdFhiicrs. 

X Remarkable for the austerity of their devotion. 
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blit as it is not of a serious nature, I am not uneasy 
about it. 

It is a fact that M. de Villars and his people were 
attacked in their return from Spain by the people 
of the Spanish ambassador, who was on his return 
to France. The dispute was ridiculous enouj^h, the 
masters exposed tliernselves, and it went so far, that 
they drew upon each other : some of the servants lost 
their lives in the alfray. Madame de Villars has 
received no congratulations on her Imsband’s return, 
she has got him, ami that is all she wants. M. de 
bourg is here ; there is great talk of a peace, 
o say, we speak as we wish, rather than judge 
' real state of aflairs * : there is no harm, how- 
wishing, be things how they may. 

my <lear child, you will be more at ease and 
detei mined, when you have received your leave 
of absence. There is no doubt, but that your return 
will prove to your advantage ; if you were not well 
here, you would feel the eflects of it in Provence ; se 
me miras, me mirun. Nothing cr; he more applicable, 
1 abide by that. Monsieur and madame de Ckiulangcs, 
la Sanzei, and the worthy, all wish for you with impa- 
tience, and arc all equally desirous with myself, that 
you should bring the coadjutor along with you. 1 have 
had many conferences with J^a Garde. You cannot set 
too high a value on his advice. He was mentioning 
your afTaiis to Gordes the other day, who is perfectly 
master of them, and gives an admirable turn to what is 

• 

What ran bS-fftid o# 'a war brgxin with so much ardour, so much 
preparation, many means, unci of which in less than two yours they 
were so so disgusted ? Yet this war terminated witli the glo- 

riooa treaty of *Nimcgtu n, whose advantages served, unfortunately, the 
ambition and ptide of Louis XIV. 
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necessary to be said to the king. You cannot consult 
any one who better acquainted witli this part of the 
world than hiniseif. 

Every one seems delighted with mademoiselle de 
Blois and the prince de Conti. D’Hacqueville will send 
you news of what is going on in Europe, and how great 
a figure England makes at present in the political 
world. The Swiss guards are at last given to the duke 
de Maine and not to M. de Vexin, as 1 told you in 
mine of the 22d, but in the room of it, he has the 
abbey of St. Germain des Pres. 


LETTER CCLXXXVIIL^ 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, Jrmuary' 29, 1074. 

I RKAiLY think, my dear child, you ought to make more 
sure of your leave of absence tlian you seem to do. 
M. de f\)m|)onne^s note, which 1 sent you, is a sufficient 
confirmation of it. man like him, would not have 
undertaken to ask for any thing that he was not sure of 
obtaining. You must have received it the day after 
you wrote to me, and ought to have been ready to set 
out immediately ; you speak of several days, and that 
displeases me. You will have received inanv letters by 
the same post, and have taken advice from the fountain 
of good council, I mean the archbishop, concerning 
the manner in which yon arc to conduct your affairs. 
You w ill see that La Garde arivises you to bring but 
few attendants w ith you ; if you were to bring all those 
with you that wish to come, your journey to Paris. 

* Lewis'Au^iistus de lk)urhoa, the king's son by maduinie de Mon* 
trsp^jj, bora tlio a 1st of March, 1670. 
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would look like a voyage to Madagascar; you must 
act within bounds, and keep up the due decorum ot the 
province. 

1 suppose M. de Grignan is gone to Marseilles and 
Toulon t it is now a year, this very month, since we 
were there together ; and 1 imagine you think oF me 
ns you pass through Salons and the other places where 
you have seen me. One of my greatest misfortunes is, 
that the sight of places affects me beyond expression, 
by awakening the most painful recollections. I en- 
deavour to hide from you and all the world, half the 
with which my lieart overilows. 

3W opera is very much frequented, but the 
-onsidered the most pleasing. Baptiste thouglifc 
surpassed it, but the wisest is sometimes mis- 

Aeh. The lovers of music always lind new charms in 
it: I believe 1 shall wait till you come, that we may 
see it together. The balls of St. Germain were sadly 
dull : the children want to go to l)ed at ten un lock, and 
the king pays no attention to any thing but liie carnival. 
He said at dinner, When 1 give no entertainments, 
people complain, aiul when 1 do, they will not attend/' 
He only danced the last time w ith niadame de Crussol. 

de Crussol, wlm is a great wit, said, looking at his 
wife, who was painted redder than the rubies tliat or- 
namented her; She is not handsome, gciiLlemen, but 
she has a fine lace." 

Your return is now the subject of conversation at 
court; you caniiot imagine the compliments that are 
paid me up^ the occasion. It is five years ago to-day, 
my dear Child, that you were married. 
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LETTER CCLXXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, February 2, 1674. 

You speak of letters of the fifteenth, but do not men- 
tion those of the twelfth, which you expected with such 
impatience, and which brought your leave of absence; 
but as you take no notice of them, I take it for granted 
that you have received them. 

You do not seem sufficiently to hasten your 
ture. Every one torments me to know wlietln 
are upon the road, and when you will arrive' 
which 1 can give no satisfactory answer. I th’ 
arc still at (Tiignan, and wWi set out to-n.o * 
Monday. In short, my dear child, I tlnnk of nothing 
but you, and follow you every step you take. I thank 
you for the kind promise you have made me, of not 
exposing yourself in your carriage on the banks of the 
Rhone : but you say you intend to ford the Loire ; yoa 
will know better than I can tell you, how to proceed 
when you get to Lyons : come safe, and in good health, 
and I de sire nothing more. My heart is beyond ex- 
pression delighted at the joyful prospect of seeing you 
soon. Let those go out to meet you that choose it ; I 
shall wait for you in your own room, and shall be de- 
li ghted to receive yon: you will find a fire, candlCcV 
good elbow-chairs, and a heart which is not to be sur- 
passed in alLction. I shall embrace the count and the 
coadjutor, and bid them both heartily welcome. 

The archbishop of Rheims has been to see me, and 
calls out for the coadjutor with might and main. Lcl 
me assure you, that you are greatly obliged to M. de 
Pomponne, lor liis good opinion of you, and the greiit 
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flesire be expresses to see you. Your poor brother is 
just arrived j cardinal de Retz has this moment sent to 
inform me of it ; make haste then, and come both to- 
gether in a moment. 

My dear child, 1 am all your own ; I do not say so 
merely by way of concluding my letter, but as the 
most solemn trutli in the world. Mademoiselle de 
Meri does not write to you ; we begin to drop that 
sort of intercourse now, in the hope of a bcttt r. My 
son embraces you most afiectionately, as I do all the 
dear Grignans. 


LETTER CCXC. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pails, Monday, February 5, 167 i* 

It is many years ago, to-day, that there came into the 
world a creature destined to love you beyond every 
other tiling in existence*. 1 beg you not to sutVer your 
imagination to wander either to the right hand or to 
the left : — Cct hommt Id, sire, c^ctoit moi-?ncmt' '\\ 

It was yesterday three years that I Iblt the most 
poignant grief of my whole life. Yon set out at tliat 
time for Provence, and you remain there still. My 
letter would be very long, if I attempted to express all 
the sorrow 1 then fell, and what I have since felt, in 
.consequence of tin's separation. Rut to leave this me- 
Jancholy digression. 1 have received no letters from you 
to-day: 1 know not whether I am to expect any, and I 
fear not, as it is so late: I have, however, expected 
them with impatience ; I wanted to hear of your de- 

ppe «efeia to hp limb-day, 5tli February, 1626. 

an epistle to Francis I, T/ris man, sirr, zm? 
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partnre from Aix, and to be able to compute, with soni^ 
exactness, tlie time of your return. Every one teazes 
me, and I know not what to answer. I think but of 
you and your journey. If I receive any letters from 
you alYer this is sent away, you may make yoursell 
perfectly easy ; for I will certainly take care to do 
whatever you desire rne. 

I write to-day a little earlier than usual. M, Corbi- 
iielli, and mademoiselle de Meri, are here, and hav€ 
dined with me, J am going to a little opera of Mo- 
Jierc’s, that is to be sung at JclUson^s. It is an excel- 
lent composition ; the prince, the duke, and the duchess, 
will be there. I shall, perhaps, sup at Gourville’s, 
with madaine de la Fayette, the duke, rnadame de Thi^ 
anges, and M. de Vivonne, of whom we are to take our 
leave, as he sets out from hence to-morrow. If this 
party is broken up, 1 shall, perhaps, go to rnadame de 
C'lraulnes, where 1 am earnestly invited, as well by the 
mistress of the house, as by cardinals de Ret/, and 
Bouillon, who made me promise iViem. The first of 
these is very impatient to see you ; he loves you 
dearly. 

It was apprehended, that mademoiselle de Blois had 
the small-pox, but it does not prove so. There is not 
a word said of the news from England ; this makes ma 
conclude there is nothing good from thence. There 
lias been only a ball or two at Paris during the whole 
carnival; there were masques at noon, but not many* 
It is a very dull season. The assemblies at St, Germain 
are mortifications for the king, and only show the fall- 
ing ofl* of the carnival. 

Father Bourdaloiic preached a sermon on the purifi-^ 
cation of our I.ady, which transported efery body, 
d’here was such energy^ in his discourse as made the 
courtiers tremble. Never did preacher before enforce 
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with so much authority, and in so noble a manner, the 
great truths of the Gospel. His design was to show 
that every power ought to be subject to the law, from 
the example of our Lord, who was presented at the 
temple. This was insisted on with all the strength and 
clearness imaginable ; and certain points were urged 
with a force worthy of St. Paul himself. 

The archbishop of Rheims, as he returned yesterday 
from St. Germain, met with a curious adventure. He 
drove at his usual rate like a w'hirlwind. If he thinks 
himself a great man, his servants think him still greater. 
They passed through Nanterrc, wheai they met a man 
on horseback, and in an insolent tone bid liiiii clear the 
way. The poor man used bis utmost erKleavours to 
avoid the danger that threatened him, but his horse 
proved unmanageable. To make short of it, the coach 
and six turned them both topsy-turvy ; but at the same 
time the coach too was completely overturned. In an 
instant the liorse and the man, instead of amusing them- 
selves with having their limbs broken, rose almost mi- 
raculously ; the man remounted, and galloped away, 
and is galloping still for aught I know ; w hile the ser- 
vants, the archbishop’s coachman, and the archbishop 
himself at the head of them, cried out, Stop that 
villain, stop him, thrash him soundly.” The rage of 
the archbishop w'as so great, that afterwards, in relating 
the adventure, he said, " if he could have caught the 
rascal, he would have broke all his bones, and cut oft* 
both his ears.” 

f' AdieU| delightful child, I cannot express 

llitjiy eagphiiiP to see you. 1 shall direct this letter to 
Lyoi)^ ; it is the third ; the two first w ere to be lef t 
with the chUfuarkr, You must be got thither by this 
time or never. 
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Madame de Gri^ian arrived at Paris a few days cfkt 
the date of this letter, where she remained till the end 
May, 1075 .] 


LETTER * CCXCI. 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Paris, September 5, 1674* 

Your physician, who says my disorder is the vapours, 
and 3’ou, who prescribe a remedy for them, are not the 
first who have advised me to use specifics f ; but the 
reason which has prevented my taking any precaution 
against these vapours, will prevent me also from curing 
them. Your disinterestedness in giving me this advice, 
for which you wish me to praise you, is not so com- 
mendable as it would have been in the prime of our 
youth, when, perhaps, there w^ould have been some 
merit in it. Be this as it may, I am in good health at 
present : if 1 die of this disease, it will be by no com- 
mon sword; and I will appoint you to write my epi- 
taph. What say you to our victories ? I never hear 
of war without thinking of you. Your vacant situation 
struck a damp to my heart. You know by whom it is 
filled. Was not the marquis of Rend one of your 
friends and relations ? When I see you at home in such 
times as these, I admire the king’s good fortune in being 
able to dispense with the services of so many brave 
men, whom he leaves without employ m^t. 

My son has been slightly wounded in the head ; it 
is a miracle that he is saved, as well as the four squa- 
drons of the Maison du Roi, who were posted for eight 

•f* Bussy wrote to her tlms: “The remedy being in your haa^, 
1 cannot suppose you hate litc sufficiently not to make use of it, ndf 
iliat you can have greater repugnance to take a lover ^tan an emetic,*' 
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-.i-mmlM mte of •‘ufivrtUj: «> he ihm vxpon il. W.in 
Ipleni to the king afivay- Jtiiffht me. 


FROM MAD.^ME lit GRIGNAN. 

I THANK you for having thought of, arid jiitiod me dur- 
ing my niothei’s indi.^positioii. I am jilea.soti that you 
know how inucli my heart is intere.steil iji e\(u y tliitig 
that concerns her: this si.cms to be rny greatest excel- 
lence, and I cirn very glad that you, whose esteem I 
valu^, are not ignorant of it. If I liad any other essen- 
tial good quality, I would draw my portrait f for you : 
but be content with this, and with my esteem for your 
merit, which is inseparable from indignation against 
Fortune for the injustice she has done you. 

LFITER * CCXCIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, October l .■>, 1 674. 

It seems to me that I do not write well ; and if it weie 
necessary for me to have a. good opinion of my own 
letters, I should desire you to give me confidence by 
your approbation. 

Your son, and the little canoness de Uabutin his 
sist^, whom 1 very much love, have dined with me. 
*|Jb^ir name excites an interest in my heart, and tiu ir 

Otily were portraits of this kind very much In fashion, but it 
was even oustomi^iry for persons to draw their own. Many «)f these por- 
traits are to be found in the last volume of the Memoirs of Montpt n- 
sier, die greater part fulsome and insipid. 
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youthful merit delights me. 1 could wish the dear boy 
to have a good education : it is presuming too much to 
leave every thing to a good natural understanding. There 
w^erc two Rabutins in the regiment of Anjou, com- 
manded by Saint Geran ; he has mentioned them to me 
in very strong terms of praise : one of them was killed 
in the last battle M. de Turenne gained near Strasbourg; 
the other was wounded. These brothers were distin- 
guished b}^ their valour. I think it odd that this virtue 
should he iniierited only by the males of our family, 
and that the females should have taken all the timidity. 
Never was any thing better divided, nor more distinctly 
separated ; I'or you have not left us a particle of bold- 
ii< ss. In some famihes the virtues and the vices are a 
little blended. Jhii let us return to the battle. 

M. de I'urenne has again beaten the enernjr, iuken 
right pieces of cannon, a great quantity of arms and 
baggage, and remained master of the field. These con- 
tinual victories give great pleasure to the king. I thought 
)'our letter to him a very good one, and wished its effect 
might be equally so. Fortune has never displeased me 
so liigliiy as in abandoning you. She has been guilty 
of still greater injustice towards M. de Rohan *. His 
affair goes on badly. It is by witnessing greater 
misfortunes, that we learn to bear our own with pa- 
tience. 

Send me word how you proceed with the history of 
;)nr Rabutins. Cardinal de Retz is here. His head is 
Tull of genealogies. I should be delighted with his 
)eing acijuainted with our.s, in the charms you have 
jiven it. It would have been a great amusement to 
lim at Cominercy, but he does not now talk of going 

* 7 he ehevalier de Rohan had entered into a conspiracy to deliver 
^uillcbcaaf to tl»f enemy, lie was beheaded in the following month. 
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successive liours within reach of the enemies' fire, with- 
out any other movement than pressing forward in pro- 
portion to the number of the slain. I have heard it is 
a dreadful state of sufiering to be thus exposed. Your 
letters to the king always delight me . 

FROM MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

1 THANK you for having thought of, and pitied me dur- 
ing my mother's iadisposilion. I am pleased that you 
know how much rnv Iteart is interested in every tliintr 
that concerns lier: this seems to be my greatest excel- 
lence, and I am very glad that you, whose esteem I 
valu^j are not ignorant of it. If I had any other essen- 
tial good quality, 1 would draw my portrait f for you ; 
but be content with this, and with my esteem for your 
merit, which is inseparable from indignation against 
Fortune for the injustice she has done you. 

LETFER * CCXCII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Octolier ] s, 1 (>74. 

It seems to me that I do not write well ; and if it weio 
necessary for me to have a. good opinion of my own 
letters, I should desire you to give me confidence by 
your approbation. 

Your son, and the little canoness de Rabutin his 
sister, whom I very much love, have dined with me. 
'fheir name excites an interest in my heart, and their 

•f* Not ooly were portraits of tliis Itind vrry umch in fasliioo, tnit it 
was even customary for persous to draw their own. Many of these por- 
traits are to be found in the last volume of the Memoirs of Montpen- 
sier, the greater part fulsome and insipid. 
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j’^oiithfal merit delights me. 1 could wish the dear boy 
to have a good education : it is presuming too much to 
leave every thing to a good natural understanding. There 
were two Rabutlns in the regiment of Anjou, com- 
manded by Saint Geran ; he has mentioned them to me 
in veiy strong terms of praise : one of them was killed 
in the last battle M. de Tureune gained near Strasbourg; 
the other was wounded. These brothers were distin- 
guished by their valour. I think it odd that this virtue 
should be inherited only by the males of our family, 
and that the females should have taken all the timidity. 
Never was any thing better divided, nor more distinctly 
separated ; ibr you have not left us a particle of bold- 
n< ss. In some families the virtues and the vices are a 
little blended. lh.u let us return to the battle. 

M. de I’urcmte lias again beaten the enemy, taken 
fight pieces of cannon, a groat quantity of arms and 
baggage, and remained master of the field. These con- 
tinual victories give great pleasure to the king. I thought 
your letter to liiin a very good one, and wished its ellect 
might be etjually so. Fortune has never displeased me 
so highly as in abandoning you. She has been guilty 
of still greater injustice towards M. de Rohan His 
afiair goes on badly. It is by witnessing greater 
misfortunes, that we learn to bear our own with pa- 
tience. 

Send me word how you proceed with the history of 
our Rabutins. Cardinal de Retz is here. His head is 
full of genealogies. I should be delighted with his 
being ac(juairited with ours, in the charms you have 
given it. Jt would have been a great amusem«4t to 
him at Com mercy, but he does not now talk 


* The ( iu'vutier cU* Rohan hatl entered into a conspii^^ t(V! 
Qudicbooaf to the eiieiiiy. He was beheaded in the following 
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there. 1 rather think you will find him here ; it is our 
interest that he should pass the winter with us, his 
society being more desirable than that of almost any 
other person. 

My daughter is very much pleased with what you 
have written to her ; nothing can be more gallant. She 
promises to write to you by the first opportunity, with 
good inkf* My son sends you a thousand thanks 
for your remembrance. It is true, that to be in the 
situation, in which the gendarmes were placed at the 
battle of Senef, was precisely to be shot. What a hap- 
piness.that he is safe ! Adieu, my dear cousin. 

LEITER * CCXCIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, January 24, 

I THINK of you very often, my cousin, and I never see 
the marchioness d’Humidres, that we do not, at least, 
heave a sigh on your account. Like me, she is full of 
good will towards you, but all our wishes do not ad- 
vance the decrees of Providence a single step ; fur I 
believe in Providence ; it is my philosophy. You on 
your side, and I on mine, with different opinions, arc 
both travelling on the same road ; we both aim at tran- 
quillity, you by your reasoning, and I by submis- 
sion. The strength of your mind, and the docility of 
.mine, lead ns equally to despise every thing that passes 
here below. It is in reality of little moment. We have 
iscarqely any .thing to do with our destiny ; all is in tlie 

Bussy hart 'co^plalnrtl tluK lie hud rut lieen able to read 
^,^rigiian*s postscript, becausr- it \v:is wiitlcii with sucli ]):dc 
It IS only fit,” said he, “ to write promises that arc not intended 
ept,” 
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iiands of Providence. With such thoughts as these« 
judge whether I cannot comprehend your tranquillity.. 

What say you to our success, and the glorious action 
of M. de Turenne, in making the enemy repass the 
Khine? Tills termination of the campaign gives us 
some rest, and disposes the court to pleasure and amuse- 
ment. There is a new opera, which is very fine, 1 
leave the pen to madame de Grignan ; I say the pen, 
for you know she has some extraordinary ink that is 
exclusively her own. 

FROM MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

I HAVE not been able to find any black paper, and 
therefore have determined to make use of the blackest 
ink ill Paris. It is only a miser’s feast: see how my 
mother’s is effaced by mine. I have nothing now to 
fear but blots, which are almost unavoidable with ink 
of this thickness : but I must oblige you in your own 
way. Indeed, sir, you would do much better to spare 
both our ink and our paper, and come and see us, since 
you do me the favour to assure me, that my stay in 
Paris is not indifferent to you. Qome then, and take 
advantage of a good which the first swallow will de- 
prive you of. If I were not writing to you in my rao- 
tlier’s letter, 1 should tell you, that even this will be 
neglecting too Jong the duties which call me to Pro- 
vence ; but she would take it amiss, if I were not to 
include lier in the number of those who ought to regu- 
late my conduct. She is now mistress of it, and 1 have 
the mortifiration of experiencing her authority only in 
things u herein my complaisance and obedience will be 
suspected of being confederates with her, I know not 
why I enter into this long harangue. It seems to me 
as if apologies were not necessary with you: it must 
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therefore be solely for the pleasure of talking to one 
who listens with more attention, and replies with more 
propriety, than any person I have the honour of being 
acquainted with. 


CONTINUATION OF MADAME DE SEVIGNe’s LETTER. 

Ah ! this indeed may be called good ink. Would to 
God you were here ! we would talk of a thousand things, 
but especially of the sentiments wdiich the Proven^^ale 
mentions to you, and wdiich, true as they are, must be 
conceakd from the generality of the world, because 
they are not very probable. Corbinclli is here , he 
thinks you have forgotten him, but he loves and honours 
you extremely. The remembrance of you constitutes 
the charm of our conversations, and then makes us re- 
gret our loss. 


LEITER * CCXCIV. 

FROM THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

January 30 , K>7.'». 

I SHOULD be very fastidious, madam, if I were not satis- 
fied with your ink, and even with your heart. It is 
true that your mother’s ink turns pale by the side of 
yours, and you liow completely ehace it. You have 
even steered clear of blots : but from what rocks have 
you not also escaped ! Beauty, wit, youth, and oppor- 
tunity, have not made the smallest blot in your con- 
duct. I have only to add, madam, that if I were at 
liberty to visit Paris, I would gladly do so ; but, I assure 
uld sometimes leave it, for the pleasure of 
our letters. 




MAD 




LETTER *CCXCV. 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUMT DE BUSSY. 

fS»ns, Apjil 3 , 1675. 

W ijF.n idv letters travel like tortoises by the sjow con- 
vey aiice of the carrier, and you find them in a box of 
clot lies, vv'hich are generally two or three months on 
the road, I do not wonder at your being angry with 
me. I should even be sorry if you had not a desire to 
svohl me ; blit you sec I have not been to blames and 
ir mj" niece at Sainte-Mary has calculated upon the 
jdeasnre of setting us at variance, she is completely 
taken in; for I think we have had so many quarrels, 
that we shall quarrel no more for ever. 

The marechale d’llumieres speaks fbr your return 
whenever a favourable opportunity offers, and speaks so 
well, and with so much courage and judgement, that she 
deserves to succeed in your favour j but the hour is not 
come: that of the departure of all the world is ap- 
proaching. There was a rumour of peace, and you 
know there has been a change of plenipotentiaries; in 
the meantime vve arc ahvays going to war, and the go- 
vernors and lieuiLenants-general of provinces are return- 
ing to tlieir ]3()sts. All these separations affect me 
painfully. I think also that madamo de Grignan will 
not leave us without emotion: she has desired me to 
'make you a thousand remembrances for her. You 
have reason to be satisfied with her heart : she loses no 
opportunity of showing me how much she esteems 
you ; and let me liere express my esteem for my niece 
de Ihissy. She thinks as you do; and whal she has 
written to me very much reminds me of your manners. 


VOI.. ]1U 
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TO MADEMOISELLE D£ BOSSY, AFTERWARDS MARCHIONES 
DE COLIGNY. 

I WISH you, my dear, a very good and agreeable hus- 
band. If he is equal to your merit, he will be wanting 
in nothing.- 


TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

As I was writing the above, I received a letter which 
informs me that this husband is found. 1 think it sin- 
gular that the intelligence should have arrived so per- 
fectly d-propos. I entreat you, my dear cousin, to inform 
me of the particulars. If the name had been made on 
purpose, it could not have been more to our wishes. 
Pray tell me a word of the person and of his residence. 

TO MADEMOISELLE DE BUSSY. 

My dear niece, I take extreme interest in your fate. 
My daughter already congratulates you, and embraces 
you with all her heart. 

Amiable father, amiable daughter, adieu. I am 
wholly yours. 


LETTER *CCXCVI. 

TO THE SAME. 


Paris, May 20, 1675. 

I THINK I am mad in not having written to you upon 
the iuton|t^ marriage of my niece : but in reality, 1 
am all#* mad, and this is the only good reason 1 can 
give My son joins the army in three days, my 
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dcj^uglitcr goes to Provence in a few more : you must 
not think that with tlie pain of such separations I can 
preserve any thing like good sense. Take pity on me, 
therefore, and })elieve that in all my tribulations I feel 
the injustice that has been done you, 1 highly approve 
M. de Coligny's alliance: it appears to me a good 
establishment for rny niece, and, with respect to the de* 
scription of the gentleman, I am satisfied with your ac- 
count. I beg my compliments to both, and indeed to 
all three ; for I suppose you are not at present very 
far asunder,. Adieu, my dear cousin j my dear niece, 
adieu. 


LETTER CCXCVIL 

TO MONSIEUn DE GRIGNAN. 

Parin, Tuesday, May 2'2, 1675, 

As 1 have the honour to be acquainted with your lady, 
and know how well she delivers the compliments that 
are intrusted to her care ; I think it proper to let you 
know myself, that I love you too much, and that I 
should be extremely obliged to you if you .would love 
me a little in return. You must allow that nothing can 
be more reasonable ; it is absolutely giving one's love 
away, to make a bargain of this kind. 

We miss you sadly j we used to delight in seeing you 
return home every evening, and in enjoying your com- 
]>any, which is very agreeable; and let me tell you 
another thing, that except when we hate you, we love 
you extremely. The heroine I expect will not return 
so soon ; she is very dull, but I am used 'to see her so 
when you are absent. It is hotter at Besan^ofi *, than 

* The king was ilien assisting in person at the siege of BesanfO^. 

r. 2 
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in the port of Touhm. Vou inoiv Low sc. vaely poor 
Sf. (.'eran has been uoum/eci; and that Ins pretfy uatc, 
ai'ul iTiacIaiTie tic \ illars^ ininictllately out to see him. 
li was reportetl he was tlead ; Imi by letters ot the I i^th, 
we hear lie is somewhat better. As you are not tjiiilc 
nt liberty to marry his widow, 1 presume you are very 
wiilinif he should live. J have sent you one of the 
j>retticst fables* you have ever read. Are you ac- 
quainted with no one tiiat is as complete a courtier as 
the fox.^ 

I am perfectly cliarmed with the praises you bestow 
on niy grand-daiigliter ; I «assure you I place to my 
own account all the fondness you show her. Adieu, 
my dearest count ; it is scarcely possible to embrace 
you more aflectionatcly than I do. My son sends you 
a thousand complimenls. 


LETTER CCXCVHL 

TO MADAME DE CniGNAN. 

lAri, Monrlny, Misy 2 ;, ’I67A. 

ITow dreadful is the day, my child, that ushers in id)- 
SCI ice! How did you bear it? For nn^part, J felt ail 
the bitterness and grief 1 imagined J should, and had 
so long dreaded. What a inomiTit was that of our 
separation! How bitter the farewell, liow melancholv 
jfte parting between two ])ersons who are so devoted to 
other! But I will not continue the subject, nor 
as you used to say, all the thoughts that op- 
press my heart. 1 am sure you were aflected at em- 

♦ A fublc of La Foi)taine’.->, cj^lled tho Lion’s ( oart (la Cour dvt 
Idon), 
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hrncnig njc far the hist time I retunh’d to Paris hj 

ii condition that yon may easily Inmi^me : madaine dc 
’ ikiulan^cs gave way to me in every thing, I stopped 
fsrst at cardwial dc Jietz’s, w/jere niy grief so niucli in- 
riTa.s(*fI, that i scut to r(‘<|uc.st M, de la Rochcloucauit, 
niadainc tie la I’ayette, and niadame de (aiuhingc.s " ho 
were all come to sec m^*, to excuse my receiving them : 
we should conceal our weakness beldre the siroiig. 'I'ho 
good cardinal entered into all niy distress; indeed llu* 
great friendsiiip and esteem he has for you make him 
sympathise with me in my loss. Ilis picture is paijiting 
by a monk of St. Victor; and I believe, uotwillistand- 
ing Cauniarlin, he will give it to you. He sets off in a 
few days; his secret f lias got wind, and his domeiti.es 
are bathed in tears. 

Do not coiKlemn mo, my dear child, for what I ft It 
when I got home. How diflerent did every thing ap- 
pear ! What solitude ! what gloom ! There were your 
room, your closet, and your picture~but ah ! the dear 
original was gone ! M. de Grignan will perfectly un- 
derstand my meaning, and enter into all my feelings on 
tlie occasion. The next morning, which was yesterhay, 
i aw()l;e at five o’clock; so I got up, and called nj)on 
Coi l)ine]li and the abbe, and brought them kitlu r with 
me. W e liav£ liad incessant rains, and 1 very much 
fear lest the roads in Burgundy sliould be spoiled. W'e 
amuse ourselves here with reading llic Maxims, and 
(iorbinelli explains tlicm to me. He uses all bis en- 
deavours to teach me tlie proper government of my 

* 'I'lie inotluM’ aud da«:;hier tfxA ihc-ir of t'acli oilier ul Foil- 

tainbleau, whither niadanu* de (.’oidaiiires ai.d madame de irievi^iud eoc.- 
ilucted n\;idamc de (irljiiwn on her w:iy. 

•j* Hie cardinal de iletz had taken ihe resolution to R etire lo Com- 
merei, with a design to retrem-h Ids exjiense.s, in order ui piy oil’ his 
drbtn ijelure he died, in which he war hi[)[i\ cnoicrh lo sucrec i. 
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heart. I shall be a considerable gainer by this excur- 
sion, if I am happy enough to retain his lessons. 1 
intend returning to-morrow; I stood in need of thi 
short repose, to recover my senses a little, and make my 
face fit to he seen. 


LK'ITER CGXCIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Palis, Wednesday, May 529 , 

Let me entreat you, my dear, to be persuaded, that 
you have not failed in any respect. One of your re- 
flections would be more than sulhcient to efl'ace the 
remembrance of a crime ; how much more those slight 
inadvertencies which would be remarked by no one but 
ourselve-s! Believe me, when I assure you, 1 can en- 
tertain no other sentiments for you but those of the 
warmest affection, which can end only with my life. 
While at Livri, I endeavoured to. learn the means of 
parrying off chese attacks of teliderness; but they re- 
turned with such vehemence to the charge, that my 
reason would have sunk beneath the effort. However, 
1 trust that the exercise of devotion, and the love of 
God, will restore peace to my mind. To this consider- 
ation, and this alone, you must yield. 

Corbiiielli has been my only comfort at Livri : his 
urn of mind pleases me ; and his attachment to me is 
40 great, that 1 can open my whole heart to him. I rc- 
hrned hither from Livri yesterday,, and stopped at our 
'ood cardinaf^, who has made himself dearer to me by 
he regard h^ expresses for you, than by any other tie 
hat connected him before. He is full of business : he 
lasses his Whitsuntide at St. Dennis, but is to return 
lere again for a week or ten days. Nothing is now 
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talked of but his intended retreat, Erery one speaks 
of it according to his humour^ though it doubtless calls 
for general admiration. Mesdames de Lavardin, de la 
Troche, and de Villars, overwhelm me with notes and 
attentions ; but I am not yet in a situation to profit by 
their kindness. Madame de la Fayette is at St. Maur : 
mndame de Langeron has a violent swelling in her head ; 
it IS feared that it will prove fatal. 

The ijueen and inadanie de <Montespan, on Monday 
last, had an interview of two hours at the Carmelites in 
the Rue au Rouloir; and parted seemingly very well 
pleased with each other. I wrote to you the day before 
yesterday, and directed the letter to the care of the 
cliamarier at Lyons : I should be very sorry that it liad 
miscarried ; for therd was one from our cardinal en- 
i lo^ed, as there is likewise in this. Your letter is cal- 
c ulated to affect the heart and the soul. M. de Cou- 
langes shall be informed of your kind remembrance of 
him. It is true vv'c should not lose a single moment at 
the time of parting; I should have been extremely 
sorry not to h.-ve accompanied you as far as Fontain- 
bleau : the instant of separation was indeed terrible, 
but it would have been still worse here. 1 will never 
lose a moment when I can see you ; I have nothing to 
reproach myself with on that score, and in order to re- 
concile myself with Fontainbleau, I will come and meet 
you there. God will supply me with tlie means of pre- 
serving my life; be under no concern, therefore, about 
my health ; 1 am very careful of it for your sake : you 
need never be uneasy for those who weep readily. God 
])reserve me from those sorro\^s that deny the relief of 
tears ! It is true that some thoughts and some words 
iffect us strangely, but there is no danger for those who 
t c'n weep. I have given tidings of you, to your friends; 



S2 t^rfSK^ #1' 

J thank foo, my dear countesN for youi ihhyhtlui 
distinctions 

'Jflie oaareichli! de Creiqui is bebjcging Buian It i‘ | 
»aid that t|i«^re is a conouiotiou at i?liasbouig : sonw. 
aT€ for permiUting the eroptioi’s tioops to ptbs, whi (», 
^iht^rs arc f^adhering stuctiy to the ploml^e tin v 
tTv.4f]e M, de xutenne. I have had no ne^^s (t iht 
Harnojs. I ^ informed the thetalitr de (ingnan \i\<- 
had the ague f ’but you viill hear of that moie piMlicu- 
larly froin^ himself. 


UlTflR eCC 

iO ThK^StME. 

Tans Fn t' " 

I ifAVEreceified only your first lettei } et, my dctu c luid ^ 
but that IS mvalualiile. I have seen nothing since }our 
abi&ence, and every fresh pci son reminds me of it : they 

talk to me of yon j th,ey pity me : they but stop : 

Is it not such^tjhoughts as these we should pass bghUy 
over r Let uS then 4^ so. 

I was yesterday ai ina^a^e dn Verneuil's in my way 
ff*oni hi. Maur# where I bad been withcaidinal dc Ketz 
At the hotel dc Sultyi 4 met madeuioiselle de Launoi 
who is just married to the old count de Moutre^ el ; tlu 
wedding was kept thcie? you never saw a biide 
pert : she bustles about the house, and Calls hus^nnid, 
if she had been married foi tumty fears, llis 
husbanyof bersi must know, is Nei;y nmcli 

Adrlwii?¥Wi|^^ (V Launoi, mIio had been mud of bo 

iiour to iho mariKd io James-Mary dc la Baume Moiitr(\ I 

in 1675, and iK>t ih 1672, as \i said by mi'.take in th« history ol ih 
gtfidit oBcm of the crown. 
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troubJcd with ih6 ag'tie/ hGi ezpcct^d his fit the day 
after he was man icd, but infeed it : upon which Fieubct 
said, We have found a remedy for the ague, but who 
can tell ns the dose Mesdames des Ca;}<;i^lnau, Lou- 
A igni, Sully, and Fiesque, were there* I leave you to 
guess wdiat these charming women saitL to me. My 
Inends aie too solicitous about me; they lunass me; 
but 1 do not lose a single lUQment that spend with 
oui dear cardinal. These letteis will ii^form you of tlic 
annal of the coadjutor; 1 saw and embiaced him this 
morning. lie is to ha\e a confeience this wnth 

Ina eminence and M. crilac^tieviile Aa the he is 

to take. Tie has hitherto remained incog. 4^ 

The duchess has lost mademoiselle d’Enghein ; one 
c'l her sons is going to die besides; her molhci is ill : 
niadaine de Langeron is already under -iground ; the 
pmicc and the duke in the army ; ample subject** for 
te ai-, and, as I am told^ she is not 4lf^ring of them. I 
Itavr d’llacquevillc to tell yqa neWs of the war; 
and thife (Tiignaiis to wiite to yotf about the chevalier: 
if he should leliini hither, i will take p$ much care of 
him ar> of my own son. 1 ima^h^ you ate now upon 
the tranquil Saone: qur wtind* ^ ought to lesemble this 
cairn \ icw, hilt our hc.irts seduce them: 

niMio IS, wholly with my daughter. 1 have already told 
' o i, iliat my gieatcst difficulty is to dneit my thoughts 
liom \on, ioi they all tend to the same point. 

Tch oModk 'll iiij’Ut. 

Hue wf‘ aie all togctiie; at my abh4*s. 'I he coad- 
IS as happy this evening as he Wftiei perplexed in 
ike inr iinng Tne abbe de (ingnan Ills managed the 
aK hb sbq) ct Puiis so well, that llu^cttuijutor will be 

r r II r ^ d Ifirl-h «ir(P lihop of Palp 
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» i^detrtadagtmhk deputy ; 
mimibM inpiril*. Wmorruw he is u tee M. d*- 
fturis* and n^l «b«i resume the title of coadjutor ot 
Arles, whidt he has quitted for the last twenty-foiii 
years, for Uie more humble one of the abbe d’Aiguc- 
Uxe, tvwAet N»h\c\v he concealed himself. 1 am only 
sorry for you, my dear, who w>\\ not have hi- society. 
which must always be a bat especially m ro- 
rence. The abh4 is of opinion, that the chevaher - 
fever will be tractable enough to allow of his continu- 
ing-' his journey. jyHacfjueville siws, that Dinnii is 
gi¥«ii up* 

Adieu> my dearest. You only arc wanting to make 
our party complete: you are beloved by every oiu* 
us. This I think you need not doubt. 

LETTER CCCl. 

to THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 1675. 

I HAVE not received any of your letters since that from 
Sens ; you will therefore easily conceive how anxious I 
am to be informed of your health and safety. I am 
fully persuaded you have written to me, and complain 
of nothing but the management, or rather mismanage- 
ment, of the post. According to the calculations of 
your friends her^ you should be by this time at<.jri- 
gnan, uyless vpu were detained at Lyons during the 
Pplidays. In'^ort, itiy dear child, I have accompanied 
you step b|U||fitep all the w'ay, and am in hopes the 
Rhone beheld with proper respect to you. 1 ha\e 
been at LiV|i*with Corbinelli; but returned here u ith 
all the haste I could, that I might not lose a moment in 
seeing our dear cardinal. The great afl'ection he has 





for you^ and the long friendship which has subsisted 
between him and me, have attached nic to him very 
sincerely : I see him every evening from eight till ten, 
ahd r think he is very glad to have me with him till his 
bed-time. Our conversation is constantly about you ; 
tills IS a subject wc are fond of expatiating upon, and 
indeed it seems the master-sentiment of both hearts. 
}Jc is for coming hither, but f cannot boar this house 
uhrn you are not in it. 

The nuncio informed hm yesterday, that he had just 
learned by a courier from Rome, that he was appointed 
to d cardinals!) ip. The pope* has lately made a pro- 
motion of his creatures, as it is called. The crowns are 
put oft' for these five or six years, and consequently M. 
de ^Marseilles f. The nuncio told Bonvoulour, who 
went to congratulate him on his promotion, that he 
hoped his holiness would not now accept cardinal de 
Keta's resignation of his hat; that he should use all his 
endeavours to dissuade his holiness from doing so, as he 
had the honour of being his colleague : so now wc 
have another cardinal, cardinal Spada. Cardinal de 
Rel2 sets out on Tuesday ; I dread the day; for I shall 
sulFer extremely in losing so valuable a friend: his 
courage seems to increase in proportion as that of his 
fnends diminishes. 

The duchess de la Vall^rc pronounced her vows 
\ I sterday J. Madame de Villais promised to take me 


♦ < 1 .'jcnt X. 

) i () issuni {' roibin-Janson, bishop of Marseilles, and afterwaids 
*>1 1 ( o( juMJij, was not niado cardinal till 1690, ‘t the prouotlon 
b> \ IM. 

:J; IM inore t’\in tin . e yc'rs she ha 1 only received at insults 
f- ) 1 * I r \ u, ji ’ un^ t ulr vS‘ U< lu the kinj;. She re n ‘ned t .c. . »Ii » 
iC-cl) fiuiu a "puit of piniiei tc, and aJdtJ, « ue life of 
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to see it; but by >oine tiu^sunderstaiuling, wc ihoo gUt 
we shcHiid not get places. Mothiiig more, howo er, was 
Decessary mpn to presont ourselves at the door, though 
the queen 4 i^d given out that the admission sliouKl not 
be general ; and, after all, we did not go. Madame dc 
Vjllare very much vexed at it. The beautiful duch- 
ess performed this action like e^e^y other of hei lih, 
in the most charming m uintu po^^sible: she is suipTN* 
ingly handsome: but 3011 will be astoni-hed to lu .11 
that M. do Cuiidoin’s (Hossuet’s) rc rmon \\ as not so jono 
as w’as expected. The coadjutor was ihcie; he \u\\ 
tell how well the adair goes (^n, with laspcct to M. 
de Paris ^tnd I\r. dc St. Paul ; hot he tmds the ^luide ul 
M. do Tgidfn and the spirit of x\l. de Marsclles cMl^ 
w here. 

^ladame de Coulanges goes from hence on IVL nda\ 
v\lth PoibinelU: this dep^rlves me of my compamons 
\ ou know how good Corbinelli i> to me, and how 
kindly he enters into all my scntimcni^. I am con- 
vinced of his friendship, and feel liis absence; but, 1113 
child, after ha^in*', lo^t 3"Ou, of v\hat else can J c ini- 
yilaiu ^ It is true that 30U aie interested in m3 com- 
jilunUs, becaiwe he is one of those with whom I nlo‘^T 
«n^^oyA;d the consolation of speaking of you; lor 'vo 
mu^t not imagine, that those to W'honni caniiut tj t a. 
frctlv ore as agi( cable to me as those who entei ,nio 
ni}^ f» cling*'. You setm to me to be ap])n hcnsive tliat 
1 ma ^ iny clf ridiculous, and that I cm loo aj i to di- 
Mi.i/ n,y ?»enMnuiits on this pleasing subjut. :no, lu., 
103 dtir,.feue nothing; I am able to goNuii the Im- 

a < arxi^elitr . 1 ] pears to me too f%n(, J 1. .vc < i.U to (.ill to numl wl. . 
the** ptrson^inade rm sufici,” i»( o.u. to du and u Miv'.ou (c 
M» utes| an. 
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rent. Trust to me, and let. me love you, till it shall 
please God to take you oat ol' my heaj’t>- in order to 
[)lacc hiinscir thei*e ; for you can yield, to none hut 
III short, my heart is so entirely occupied with, 

; a: so full (it' you, that finding myself incapable of 
; ny other thought, 1 have been forbiddcu^^lrom per- 
-iiiiiing the devotions of the season, Adieu, my dear 
( hlld, fur the present: 1 shall fmish i®}’' letter this 
. vening. ‘ 

1 liavii just received your letter from Macon ; I cannot 
yet read it witliout the fountain playing its old tricks: 
my lieart is so extremely sensible, that the least thing 
that aiU cts it (juite overcomes mo. You m^y iaiagine 
that, vvitli this line disposition, 1 frequently meet with 
opportunities to try it : but, pray, have no fears for my 
health, 1 can never forget the philosophy you inspiml 
me with the evening before we parted ; 1 improye by 
ii as much as I can; but I have su^h ini liiibitual weak* 
ness, that in spile of your good lessons, I often yield to 
my emotion. 

Our cardinal wilt have left me hefiic you receive 
this ; it will be a melancholy day to rm*, fur i am ex- 
iremely attached u> liis person, his merit, his con versa* 
lion, which 1 enjoy as much as I can, and the friend- 
Nlnp he expresses for me. His soul is of so superior an 
Older, that it is not to be c.xpccted ticat his life should 
l;{* atti nded onh- common events. lie that makes 
‘O. a law to iiinisa If, to do always what is most great and 
i Molc, must place his retreat in some j^ioper part of 
{ ''i life, like a shade beautifully disposed in a pbece of 
{c imiiig, and }e:i\c his frieiids to lament it. 

flow facetious you are, m\^ cliild, with the newspaper 
jii yf'iir iemd ! W’hat ! can von dei lve anuMeim iil I’rom 
:i already ? 1 (.bd expc(.:t that yon would at least iiave 

v.ai!f'd t ill you had crc»ssed i.!ie vile Derance. Tlie con- 
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versaiion betw«i»ii'"the king and the prince appears to 
me very homproas; 1 think you would have been en- 
tertained with it even here. I have just received a 
letter fron^ the chevalier, vaIio is well; he is will the 
army, and has only had five attacks of the ague : this 
18 one su^ect of uneasiness less ; but his letter, which 
is full of friendship, is in the true Geiman style; for 
lie will not believe a syllable of the retreat of cardinal 
de Hetz: he desires me to tell him the truth, whicli I 
shall not fail to do. I shall distribute all your compli- 
ments, and I am sure they will be well iccei^ed : every 
body thinks it an honour to be rcmenjLercd you : 
M. deCoulanges was quite proud of it. The coadjutor 
will relate to you the success of his jouniey ; but la* 
will not boast tliat he \Aas on the point of being stifb d 
at madame de LouvoL’ by twenty women, who each 
supposed they had a right to embrace him : this occa- 
sioned a confusion, an oppression, a .suOocation, of which 
the bare idea almost suffocates me, accompanied by the 
most high-flown, reiterated, and allected compliments 
that it is possible to conceive: madame de Coulangcs 
describes tlie scene very drolly. 1 wish yiu may have 
the company at (.’rignaii you mention. My .^on is well : 
he sends you a thousand reineinbranees. M. tie (irignan 
will be very willing for me to embrace Irim, now that 
he is no longer occupied with the bustle of the boat. 

M. de Rochefoit is be^ legin ^ Huy; the town is taken, 
the castle still resists. M. de Bagnols gave a fricasee 
the other day to madame d’ileudicouit, madame de 
Sanzei, and M, dc Coulanges, at the IVlai*^on Rouge* 
they heard iiyetor six loud voices, shru-k*?, high words, 
tand ridicul^^piLpropo^als, in the next room : IM. de Cou- 
langes womd eee what it was; and li * found ther« 
madame Raillct, IMadaiilan, one of I he I^ourct-augnncs, 
he beautiful^ Englishwomiui, and jNlontaiais. Moii- 
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talais fell on her knees and humbly entreated Cou*i 
langes not to say a word of the matter ; but he contriv- 
ed that all Paris should know it> and Mont^luis is in 
fejjAir, that the use she makes of her precious English- 
woman should be discovered. 

Adieu, my dearest; 1 conclude, that I may not weary 
you. Alas ! what a change it is, to have no other plea- 
sure than that of receiving your letters, after having 
been so long accustomed to the happiness of seeing and 
conversing with you! 

FROM MADAME DE COULANO^S. 

We only regret those we hate : this is a truth ,,! have 
learnt since you left us. We only follow those we hale ; 
for Saturday next I set out upon your footsteps, and 
shall not be pleased with my journey till I have crossed 
the Rhine. 1 was to-day at St. Cloud, where I was 
asked after you, which gave me no small pleasure ; for 
iTiy hatred to you so very nearly resembles friendship, 
that 1 am often mistaken in it. 1 am M. de Grignan’s 
most obedient servant. 

LETTER CCCil. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, iViday, June 7, 1675, 

Ai' length, my deao I am reduced to the solitary 
comfort of receiving your letters; it is true that these 
are veiy dear to me, but 1 cannot reflect that I have 
had you for fifteen months together, without feeling 
the most lively emotions of tenderness and gtief. There 
are some people la llie world wiio would persuade me 
that my excess ol fondness was troublesome to you, and 
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that my constalnt tinticipation of your wants anrl indr- 
natmns, Whioh in colaseqttence became my own, must 
beeki^nsipitl and repuj^nant to yom I know not, 
my dear how trUc this may be ; but l ean sJhflly 

say, that it nr vet* was my intention to make you un- 
comfbitab!c. 1 must confess that I have perhaps a 
little too niudi mdu1<xt(l my own inclination, and suf- 
fered you as seldom out of my sight as possible; and 
this proceeded from my being unable to deprive myself 
of the pleasure of seeing you 4tut I had never any rea- 
son to think this behaviour was irksome to you. After 
all, my dear girl, let me' iteg you to think well of the 
great confidence I have in you, aind to believe that it is 
impossible for any one to be more perfectly Ibrlorn and 
wretched than I am in your absence ; you. give me ex- 
eellent advice as to rny sdf-government on these occa- 
sions ; I attend to your lessons, and endeavour to put 
them in practice, I do other people do, 1 go out, 
and I come in : but when l ean talk of you 1 am happy, 
and a few tern s relieve me inexpressibly. 1 know where 
] can indulge myself in this libeity ; you judge rightly 
thatiraving seen you every where, it is difficult to me, 
in the beginning, not to be sensible td a thousand things 
I meet with in my way, 

yesterday ! saw La Vitlars, who has a most sincere 
regard for yon ; w’e were alone, indulging our^tdves in 
solitude at ihe 'i’f-uinerit .s. 1 dined in the fortuiooii vviili 
tlic cardinril, and cuuld not ht Ip being a(dicU‘d at., iny 
not seeing you tlu re. 1 had a good deal of ennveisarion 
Vvitli the abbe du Michel, to whom we give in trust, as 
itwere, the periison of his eminence. 'I'he abbo seems 
to a ycry good sort of man; be apijears to have a 
srtUtld judjjement and clear reason, and ex[)re.sses tiic 
greatest regard for our friend ; so that we hope he will 
be of service to him in taking, care of his liealih, and 
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[)u \( lUiDg liun fiom injuripg it, by^tOQ stvlct an 
^tiou to the duties of his rctiiemoii|p ’'fhojr are to set 
lay I this Mill be another day of gnef for 
itpt to be compared to tha^ of Funtainbleau* 
hdd, ihat-a^foitmglit has air^atly passed, and 
d“i>’s slide away in vv hatever way they are spent* 
' you hate mentioned is delighted wiih joar 
ant-e, and receives me better in coiuequeiice* 

< our caiduial this e\cmng: h^^fdl hiave me 

vy an lioui oi two every evening with 1dm before his 
he detune, ihxt I take advantage of the little tune 
ill It lemaiiis. 

( oibinelh was with When I rcceive4^your»lette// 
.in<l shared m your pleasure m confound lug l|ie Jesuit ; 
he wished heaiidy be had been a xMinc'S of yonr 
toiy. Madame de la Tioche xvas ehaimed with what 
3 ou say of licr. 3>c perfectly easy, my dear cliild, 
vx ith respect to my health : I know you will hear no 
] eating upon that subject. The cWalier de Grignsin is 
quite w^ell. 1 am going to send your letter to M. de 
’J’uieiine. Our brethren are at St* Germain. I havo a 
gieat mind to send yon La Garde'b letter, which wo^ld 
^i\e you a general* vjew of the life that is led at court, 
llie King went to confession, and received the sacra- 
na n1, on iiitJ^undny ; so did tnadame de Montespan 
Iici life is> cxcmplaiy ; she is wdiolly occupied with her 
woikijicn, and got s to Saint Cloud, wdieic she plan’s at 

liot a. 

\ piopos my hair stood on end the other day, wfaj^ 

* V iM mrnt iiy htpajation tool% place IkIwcdi the klTigand nuiUuie 
1‘ Munusj^n But Bo smt, by whose exliouatioiii'this xvw efftct€<l, 
li I not 1( Ilf ( 111 } his sucersb. The I ntrs had no oomr nn t, aiidouik<« 
\( is{ 1 Rjjaiu loi a tpuiK i of an hoiu, man tlu\ iltsi'ns»eed \ltt.wr wrwple*, 
t ul ilu biilh oi t}>c diulcbS oi Oil^ftAs and ili count dc TouloiUiii»e 
"1 , u OHljn:^ lo lu dai ic di C ^lus, the consequent* . 
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the cott^tor t0ld me, that when he went to Aix, he 
found M. de Orignaii there playing a( hoca! What 
mti^iiessi ' In tl^e name of Odd, do not permit this ; 
H is a pfi^t you to gam, if he has any Id h 
you, I hope Paulina is well, since you do not mention 
Bet to me ; I desire you will love her for the sake of her 
godfather, M. do la Garde. Madame de Coulanges has 
80 well mana|[ed the princei^S d'HarcOurt, that she her- 
self bejfs yoUr pardon a thousand times, for not being 
at home when you called t^^Oke leave of her. 1 would 
not have you trifle with her on this occasion. What 
yorHiay about trees which shed their lea\ es is admirable ; 
the unchangeablenei$s of tho^ in Provence * is abso- 
lutely tiresome. ' It is much better to grow green again, 
than to be always green. Corbinelli says that it is the 
property of God alone to be immutable, and that im- 
mutability in any thing else is an imperfection : he v\ as 
in a fine humour for ptiitos^hising to-day. Madame 
de la Troche and the prior of Livri were here ; and he 
amused himself in proving to them the attributes of the 
Deity. Adieu, my dearest child ; I embrace you : but, 
alas ! when shall t embrace you more closely ? Life is 
io short! But T must pass over that thought. Your 
letters are at present the only objects of my iinpatience. 

LETTER CCCIII. 

to TttE SAME. 

Pans, Wednesday, June 12 , 16" > 
thll^applness yesterday of taking a solitary walk 
linence in the wood of Vincennes ; he thought 

ItlWpmnce there* are* ^evend kiiuU of trees that i sei lo r the u 
but remain green thioughout the yeai , •.,» llic oh\e, the or\n^‘t- 
trre, the evergreen oak, the laurel, &.c. 
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the air would do me good> and, as hie faftd pej^- 

ticular to do, he proposed it to me. We were fdur 
j^ether, and^I hope I improvi|4 

: the sul^ects of our OontOtsatioA were such 
prjfv£U)> uitedwith his character. In losii% him, 
^^>nly comfort I had, and cannot help weeping 
and for you also, ipy child, when 1 think 
ction he has for us both^ Ht» ^perture will 
erwhelm me. 

iviaciaine de Coulangei «et out fast Tuesday very me- 
lancholy, but very well pleased to have Corbinelli with 
her. Do you know any th^ig of M. de St* Vallier^S af- 
fair i lie was in love Wjlith mademoiselle tdu ISuvfoi, 
and prevailed on his majesty to sign the marnage-OOn- 
tract, nothing more. He then very confidently 
rowed ten thousand crowns of madame de Ruvroi, as 
the portion he was to receive with her daughter : hav- 
ing the money in his haiids,'^|fa u^nt home, seht her a 
promissory note for it, disappeared;* and » gone nobody 
knows where. When the king Wak informed qf the 
affair, he said, M. de St. Vallicr might make a jest of 
madame de Rovroi and her daughter if he pleased, but 
ahat he w'ould not suffer 1dm to make a jest of him; 
upon which he has had notice given him, that unless he 
immediately returns to fulfil the articles, by marrying 
the young lady, he must never think of leturniiig again. 
Ills majesty has likewise ordered him to resign his poit, 
or that it shall immediatefy be taxed. This conduct of 
St. Vallier is so completely ridiculous, that every mfe 
imagines it is a trick to draw the father in to give bis 
consent to the match. The king had bei^towed a brevh 
de ittenue on St, Vallier of a hundred thousand livres, 
besides a pension of six thousand francs, jn favour of 
the marriage. So you see these bre\ei') are not so rate 
hut that they aie sometimes given. 



},f iPfr ti( ^ M)lt\ ,\ni 

\ ijt^ i fsiaw Vas«.e comiafcji%,ai)cl thought it \\a« 
tyy lome t iichftelttneiM it vds his bod^ 
re iwbognwti l^ sendii a tli«UBand renini^MH"). 
ce» to*you. I regRi the three wWiks you might li wf 
pimit w\th caiduul de BcU, who does not MJt out nH 
Saturday, I wouJei how, <l.iy aftei d.iv, uml miy 

Jar sad and 0 loomy> P*’’ •’ 

dqnitare. JStid 7 tell } ou that (he duke has ItM aiiothci 
son I Ihis « (/ ( setoijd itithin a wk k. 

I JtiQ'iC tcce V ed 5^0111 s df tho fiCib fiom Gncfnan, 
wbikh has rthc^td me fror.i iht uneasiness I v^a*' under 
concar^itig yoni Iic4jth. Y^u sav ub i is ^ciy tiuc, 
and what liv el pOMerfully, that the da\ s (mi vunth 
MU do not expect WtOis, are ottnpied 1 \ expecting the 
(lays on which v\e ate lo receive them/' Ihoc is a 
c0t1»m degiw in friendship, m which we always feel 
’^ike; but you require^Wiotiess fi om your fViends, 
tHtfrh it IS very difficult to promise you ; foi instance, 
you wilt not haW them emplo}?^ themselves m seiving 
yhu, in being solicitous, and inferestnig themselves about 
y<llB j 1 have already told ^ou, thut it is ^diolly impos- 
ttble for them to S|.giee to tBfs ; ior, unluckily, these aic 
the very things they have tho strongest uulinaiion to 
do; but as U is common for oui tiicnds to ^(ive 
ns, than to wish otu enemies only to do so, 1 do not 
think, my diar cliild, that you wmII gain youi cause, 01 
Prevent us fJ|im ^hovvtn^ oUr iiiendslnp w henevii an 
opportunity o&ers, as itJtad been the case from the cie- 
ajdon of the world, or, in other w'ords, since ilicic h 
been anylUlillg like aticetion m the human lace. \ou 
have given me gicU pleasure by mentioning 1113 dear 
grand^clyldieii lo me. I imagine you will have gicat 
joy in remaiking the dawm of then little leason. 1 
could VMsh you would not go lo Aix, you will b( mou 



cpaifortable at ir iiSearis ol 

bastcniHg M. dc Origan's return*, ciiltal^ thi$ 
vour too from liim, an^l^Tsuade tWS archbli||fg to pasa 
^^!^rm:'Wfiatber'‘\vi^i«h' you;-’y<m::;|iTO fekcom- 
d 'by the Iwat, With the assfetance of yojW hbrth- 
i ix^nd. I etpject a long letter fiom 
» ;: i* jre him : tan it be possible that he should the 
/ V! too short to Write to me; %vh0n thein /ong, 

' 4 I really think a house could tin baiU Jm a May if it 
/ere begun curly in tbeimornmgf Madame c/e Mqn- 
tespan is going on with hers, and amuses herself greatly 
among the workmen. Monsieur visits her fregueittlj^j 
she goes sometimes to St. Cloud tp a party at 
and several ladies go to 0agni to visit her. Madame 
de Fontevraud, who went there full of joy tp^ spend a 
few days with her father, whom she adores. Was shock- 
ed ahnost to death at finding him speechless, ancl^ p^ 
the point of relapsing intp state of^thargj^ in 

whicli he was some time agbl" Ifee; ibb^ 
tinues to manage her as he please^l 
mire the care that Providence takes to an|j|Se;him; for 
no sooner is one (mad^me de QouIang€s| gone to Lyons, 
than another conie*s from Appu'^, 

It is said at M. Co1t)ert'$> and at thrfoarshal de Villc- 
roi^s, that iMontecucuHif has very Immbly repassed the 
Rhine, and that M, de Turenne, through excess of ci- 
vility, has waited on him b|ick, and repassed that river ' 
after him: our enemies, poPr creatures, are at their 

4 : 

* Maflamede Cavlus speaks'thtis of the abbess of Fontevraud: I 
'luvc heard from persons who were aoq^nted with her, that it Was Im- 
possihlf to unite in the satnfliperson -a gresktet share of judgement, wit, 
and learning. Her learning was even the effect of her judgement. A 
nun without employment, she sought an amusement adapted to her 
situation: hut neitlicr science nor reading destroyed her nadiral sense.** 
f General of the imperial army, and one of the greatest |captaint pf 
that age. 



wit's end ; the very sight of M. de Turenne ( onfounds 
them, Huy is not yet taken. I am making u[) my 
packet at the cardinal^s. He has a slight attack of the 
gout. 1 hope this Will be a means of putting a stpp to 
his leaving us. I pity you for not having the pleasure 
of seeing him while he is yet among us. 

We hear that Huy was certainly taken on the fifth 
or sixth without the loss of a man. Yesterday the 
queen went to a collation at Trianon. She stopped first at 
the church, and then at Clagni, where she took up ma- 
dame de Montespan, and carried her in the coach with 
her to Trianon. 


LETTER CCCIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

. , Paris, Fiiday, June 1 1 , I675. 

Instead of visiting you in your aparlmeni, my dear 
child, I sit down to converse with you by letter ; when 
1 am so unfortunate as not to have you with me, the 
most natural consolation 1 can find is to write to you, 
to receive your letters, to speak pf you, or to take some 
step in your aRairs. I passed the afternoon yesterday 
with cardinal tie Retz : you cannot posibly guess what 
we talk of when we are together. I always begin by 
telling you that you cannot love him too well, and that 
I think you happy in having so firmly fixed the kind- 
ness and affection he before felt for you. Let me know 
how you bear the air at Grignan, and whether it has 
already begun to prey upon you ; iiow you enjoy your 
heaU||^ and how you look. Your picture is very pleas- 
ing, biat far less so than your person, without reckon- 
ing that it wants the power of speech. Re not uneasy 
about my healthy the rule I observe at present is, to In- 
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irregular; 1 am not sensible of any indisposition; I 
Jiiie alone ; stay at home till five or six o'clock, and go 
in the evening, wiien I have no business of importance 
within, to the house of one of my friends, 
or ride according to the distance, but I make 
thing yield to the pleasure of being with our car- 
1 lose not a moment he can spare me, and he 
obliging in this respect I shall feel more sen- 
his departure and his absence; but this does not 
ent my indulging myself in the pleasure of his con- 
versation : 1 never think of sparing myself; after hav- 
ing endured the pangs of parting with you, I .have no- 
thing to fear from any less tender attachment. Were 
it not for him, and for your affairs, I should go a little 
to Livri ; but I make every consideration yield to these» 
which are above "all my little pleasures. 

The queen went to see madame dc Montespan at 
Clagiiy on the day I told you she took her up m her 
carriage as she passed ; she went into her room, where 
she staid half an hour ; she then went into M. du Vex- 
in’s, who was a little indisposed, and afterwards took 
madame de Montespan to Trianon, as 1 informed you. 
Some ladies have been at Clagny : they found the fair 
lady so oc cupied with the building and enchantments 
that are preparing for her, that I fancy her like Dido 
building Carthage; but the resemblance will not hold 
good in any other respect. M. de la Rochefoucault and 
madame de la Fayette have entreated me to present 
their compliments to you. We fear^ou wSbJ|||LYe too 
much of the grand-duchess*. A prison is preparing 
for her at Montmartre, with which she would be fright- 
ened, if she did not hope to change it ; but she will be 
caught : they are delighted in Tuscany to have got rid 

* ]VTrirgu‘’rjte-Loui‘»e d’Orlcaus, daughter of Gaston de France duke 

Oi leans, .iiul of Marguerite dc Lorraine, his second wife. 
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of her, Madame de Sully is gone : Paris is become a 
deseiH. I already wish myseli’out of iL I dined yes- 
terday with the coadjutor at the cardinars: I have left 
him in charge to inlorrn you of that part of 
tical history. M. Joli* preached at the opening of the 
assembly of the clergy, hut as he took an ancient text, 
and preached only ancient doctrine, his sermon seemed 
a piece of antiquity altogether. It was a fine subject 
too for reflection. 

The queen dined to-day at the Carmelites dc Pouloi, 
with madame de Montespan, and madame de Fonte- 
rraud: you will see how this friendship will end. They 
sa\" that M. de Turenne, as it were, conducts the ene- 
my’s troops to their quarters. INIy heart is much op- 
pressed with the thoughts of losing the cardinal; the 
n peated intercourse of friendship and conversation 
which has so lately passed between us, redoubles my 
grief; he goes to-morrow. I have not yet received 
your letters. Believe, niy dear, that it is not possible 
to love 3 ’ou more than I love you: nothing animates me 
hut wdiat has some relation to you. Madame de Roclic- 
bonne has written to me very affectionate!}' ; she told 
nic w ith w hat feelings you received and read my loiters 
at Lyons. 1 see, iny dear,: you are grown weak as 
well as L 

lyilacqueville his.isent you such a largo packet, Ifiai 
it w^ould be ridiculous to pretend to tell you any news 
now. 

Clavde Joli, bishop of Agrn. 



MADAME t^VICNE. 




LErrER cccv. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, June 19, 16; . 5. 

I ASSURE you, my dearest child, that next to the leave 
I took oi* you at Fontainbleau, to which no comparison 
can be made, I could not have taken a more melan- 
choly one, than I did yesterday of cardinal de Retz, at 
M. de Caurnartin’s, four leagues from hence. I dined 
there on Monday, and found him in the midst of his 
three faithful friends ; their dejected cbiintenances 
drew tears iiifo my eyCvS: and when I saw his eminence 
displaying his usual firmness of mind, and the same 
kindness and tenderness to me, I could scarcely support 
the siglit. We spent the afternoon in one, of the most 
agreeable woods in the world ; and we staid there till 
six o’clock in the evening, engaged in a variety of con- 
versations, so good, so kind, so delightful, so oblig- 
ing, both to you and me, that I am deeply affected with 
it ; and I tell you again, that you cannot love and ho- 
nour him too much. Madame de Caumartin came from 
Paris, and with the three gentlemen who had remained 
in the house, jmned us in the wood, I would have re- 
turned to Paris, but they detained me without much 
difiiculty. 1 slept ill ; in the morning I embraced our 
dear cardinal with tears, without the power of saying a 
word to the rest of the company. I returned hither 
very melancholy ; and I am not yet recovered from the 
grief of this separation ; the fountain was in a good^ 
train: but, in truth, this would have opened it, ifj^^iad 
been ever so firmly closed. That of madame d'^avoy ^ 

• Marlr-Jeanne-Baj)tiste de Savoie-Nemours, duches# of Savoy, 
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iruist hare opened all Its sprinu;.^, V\’^c rc you not so 
prised cjt tl)e suihfeii :aid iiuexprcl i‘ti deaili ol tin* <ii<l 
<>f‘ 8avoy ((’fii»rk‘.s Emanuel) at tl»e ap,e of I'orfy ? 
am sor/y the arcoiint \’«>u Hint me of the nssembL^ ' 
the ‘ Itrgy lias not been read; (hr fidt lity ol' the })(»; 
is soiuetirnes an inconvenience. 'Idn'.se priesls ^ivc i’oi 
millions six hundred thousand crou ns; whicii is as muc 
again as the other assembly ^ tlie way in which ailair 
ar<' coiuinctcd there is admirable : the ct>adjutor wil' 
give you an account of it. I was delighted with v, h:C. 
you say of Lannoi and with the dt.inands under the 
name of establislnnont. I shall give your remembraii- 
Ci\s to mtSSfiafties de Villars and de Viin: it is wIjo shall 
be m-eiitioned in your letters. The ciu valier de JJuou- 
«on is gone from hence, lie brings yon a fati, whicli I 
think ^treihely |.>retiy: instead of Cupids, there is n 
group ’'oF lit chimnoy-swcopers. Can it he Irm-, 
that La 8.rMU|tiie is separated from her husband on tho^ 
pretence of his :gaUantries What folly! 1 should 
i rave advised her to have retnliated. 1 think the tinie 
iong^t as w*eil os you, my dear, and perhaps longer 
than you, fwm one pOiit to another. wh.oisofien 

disagreeable' t® us on account of the swifuK'ss oi' liis 
flight, sometimes slacks ns hi^ wing, ns you '-yv ; in 
short, we are never contented. 1 caiinol yet accvrstoin 
myself nut to see you, meet you, find you, lujr even 
expect you. 1 am grieved at your absence, and unable 
to divert my tlio::.ghts from it. The cardinal would 
leave etfaced . you little from my ininil; but you are 
so mvK h ining|ted#n our conversations, that after 1 ijnd 
tvell considered it, 1 found it uas you who rendered him 
so c!?ar to me. You see, I improve but little by your 
philosopYy : I tmi pleased to find that you yourself are 


He ^3i)ninvel. 
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m-'H wiu)\!y vxi^wpt from the weakness of Imman 
iiatuie. 

Tliore have I)('en some few BriUiny^ and 

Keiinc llu'fc was a fir of the stone cohe, 'M. de 
CliaalncSf iittcivptin^ to disperse the people by pr<^- 
scnce, was sent home with a sihower of stones: but 
really th is is carrying their insolence to a great height. 
The little [)ersun has written to her sistei’i that she wants 
sadly to be at Sitten, for that she is frightened to death 
every day ; you know what she went to look for in 
Ijritany. 

Th(! duke is engaged in the siege of Limbourg. The 
prince remains with the king : you may judge of his 
uneasiness. 1 do not think that my son is at this siege, 
nor was at that of Huy. 1 am every day in expecta- 
tion of hearing from him ; but how great is my impa- 
tience to hear from you, my dear! 

1 send you a little piece, written with much spirit ; it 
Is a portrait of the cardinal. The person who wrote it is 
not one of his inliinate friends, and has no desire that 
he sitould ever see it. He docs not pretend to flatter 
him. I like the piece for all these reasons, I send it 
you ; hut I bog you not to give a copy of it. It is su 
tiresome to hear our own praisesy addressed to ourselves, 
that it is a pleasure to be assured there was no design of 
gratifying ns, and that what is said is the simple unaf- 
fected truth. We are expecting news from Limbourg 
and Germany, which keeps eVery one in painful susi- 
jicnsc. Adieu, my dear child ; your picture is^delight- 
ful ; 1 w ant to embrace it, for it seems to start from the 
canvass. 1 wonder that any thing contributes to 
happiness at present. 



PORTRAIT OF CARDINAL DE RET2*, 

BY THE DUKE OE LA ROCHEfOUCAl LT, 

Paul de Gondi, cardi^aJ dt? h a nmn of an 
elevated, and capacious mind, but with more ostenu^ 
tion than real greatness of soul His memory /•* extra-’ 
ordinary; his expressions hare more force tlom politeness. 
His disposition is so easy, that he tarni ly ami e ikly en- 
dures the (Complaints and reproaches of liis Ineiids. I le 
has a little piety, with some show of rrligion ; and tlie 
appearance of ambition, without the jiassion. Ilis vanity 
and advisers have led him to undi riake things of great 
importance; but such as were almost always inconsist- 
ent WMth his profession. Without any design of advan- 
tage to himself, he has been the means of exciting the 
greatest commotions in the state; and, far from (h dar- 
ing himself the enemy of cardinal Mazarin, with a view 
of succeeding him in his department, he thought of no- 
thing but rendering himself formidable to that minister, 
and indulging himself in the false vanity of being con- 
sidered his opponent. He had address enough to oh- 
tain a cardinal’s hat, by availing himself of the public 
misfortunes ; he endured imprisonment with fortitude, 
and owed his liberty entirely tp his boldness. His in- 
dolence supported him with honour, during several years 
of obscurity and exile ; he maintained himself in tiie 
•archbishopric of Paris 'against all Mazarin’s power; 
yet resigned it after that minister’s death, without 
knowing what he did, and without making use of tliat 

thi^ has not been exliibited citlit-r in the Caller^- of 

Painlinj^r Memoirs of Mademoiselle, wliicii coniain tlie greatest 
olj, the eVaraeters that were written at that time, it is presumed 
mw it Will \)€ seen ^ greater pleasure, as being drawn by a masit ily 
hand. 
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conjuncture to serve either his friends or himself. lie 
was present at several coiiplaves, where his conduct al- 
ways increased his reputation. He is naturally indo- 
lent; nevertlieless, he is indefatigable when instigated 
by iwccssity ; anti when he has iln/shed bis business, 
he relapses into his former inditf 'erence. //© has great 
presence of niimh and is so happy in turning to his ad^ 
vantage the incidents of fortune, that one C0tal4 
suppose he hud foreseen and desired He loves 

storv'^eliing ; he w'ishes to surprise all who hear him, 
with extraordinary adventures, and is often more in- 
debted to his irnaginalion than his memory. Most of 
his good tpiali ties are counterfeit ; and no|hi|l!.gh^ con* 
tributed so much to his reputation, as Icnowing how to 
throw a pleasing light on his imperfections. Whatever 
pains he may have taken to appear engrossed by hf^^tred 
or friendship, he is equally insensible to both. He is 
incapable of indulging in envy or avarice, perhaps 
through virtue, or perhaps through indolence; JHe has 
borrowed more of his friends than any individual could 
hope to repay ; his vanity has been gmtified in ftpding 
he had so much credit, and in endeavouring to acquit 
himself. He has neither taste n0||’ .delicacy ; amuses 
himself with every thiqg, and is pleased with nothing. 

Ih; has a greak address in concealing the superficialness 
of his knowledge. His retreat, once the most 
dazzling and the falsest ac|i<>n of. hia^W^^ It is a sacn- 
tice he has made to his pride* glider the pretext of de- 
votion ; he flies from a court hi can no longer attend, 
and retires from a world that already avoids him,^' 



liuTER CfVVL 


TO 'IfTL ' \IVjf, 

DU } cvrm!', \u: •. 

I AM so untstftVf my dcnr chilli, prjujf Ihivin^' hcnril hoiii 
yoa thh week, I iiQidly know whtU to do iw/ii my- 
I cfinuoLt^lI nbom to bLime ; I w^lJ knovi it is not 
ymr iiiiJt, for 1 am ceitaiu you ha\f uritten n? ni(\ I 
()rea«l my journev to Britanv, oti arcoiint of tlit* (‘onni* 
Mun into wbid* it throws our correspoiniouro. J l]a\e 
ftKM yo|j.r tvfo afi^iirii here; s) tliat 1 Nhall now sot o?it 
ns as possible, tbaf I may tli“ ‘^ooii. r rUiun; and I 
cannot nluin, if 1 doaidt fnst sit i»Mi. 

sieg# Oft* Lnuboury; still (ontin^(^ : no \av al! in 
puinful expcctation'of news from llicnce, as well as In lu 
M. cic 1 ureiine, who, they say, is near enough to come 
t<ii Siri eiigageincnt noth this same Montecaculli. J am 
in bopias, however, filial nothing will happen, because 
we expect so dWeretil things, After all, we must 
submit to Providence. ' Though my son is not at Lini* 
botirg, 1 cannot however, being interested tlu re. 
And now, my dear^be obliged to me, for 1 was yi sUrday 
bled in the foot, merely to please you, ,^ni\ by way of 
precaution for^iy Journey for I thought, as well as 
y<m, that it was occemfjr, ^considering the anxiety of 
mind 1 have laboured undOr for two months j»asi. 1 
have had a nuiSiber of visitors, and am so fatigued with 
keeping my bed those two d.iys that I am (juite stilf: 
was a high jest to see jiow ill 1 ))or(‘ tins eonfmement. 

Meii laughed at me uumercirtilly. 1 
^ ^ yp* ter from my son, who infouns me, 

iu'ai .. < unve got possession of the dileli and the Inih- 
mooii i/ Lmii)tjurgi that the niintib aic at woik at the 



that therfe are several of th^ollicers and men 
killed and woumledj and that M. de la Marek lias done 
wonders. I am, my (Jear-'anti lovi^tly chil# traly 

yours. 

LETTER CCeVIL 


TO THE SAME, 


Paris, Wednesday, June 26 ^ 

i fi \ VK reeoived two packets at once, my dear countess; 
I conciuiled you had Written to me. Yoq are atl excel- 
lent correspondent : and your friendship aq^^QHtpainiied 
nud assisted by such charm^'^ render k 
When I receive letters from Prov^tlce, it is a subject of 
joy to all who love me, as it is a girief tu them when I 
am disappointed : to read yo^ letter'^> and to answer 
them, is the first business !of m^ life : cVery thing ^eUc 
yields to thi« coiTesportdeii^.f tO iove a$ I fove* 
you, makes every other attachpeitt frivolous. 3B« as- 
sured I shall never fail to write to you twice a w^JcU,. 
and if I were to write four times I should be equally 
punctual ; punctual on account ol' the pkd'-ure il gives 
me, not because I have promised it. 

Madame dq Puis-du-Fou carne to pay me a visit : I 
had forgotteirshe was a widow, and took her weeds for 
a mascpierade dress. The departure of madame de Tos- 
cano from hence is niui;h doubted here ; your ill for- 
tune will decide it. It is certain, my dear*, that we are 
very near neighbours, compared to the distance between 
Aix and the Rocks ; a great distant* grieves me as much 
as it docs you. Alas ! w^e are < rut lly separated, 
foresaw with sorrow' last winter, when wx* we- near 
one another. Can there be in life a moli/cruel min* 
fortune ? 



Our cartlinal will be to*morrow at Chalons ; he has 
written to me very affectionately ; I send you his letter. 
As to the cassolette which he desired you to accept, do 
not oblige tpe, my dear, to return it. There is nothing 
noble in such fancied generosity. 1 think 1 am suffi- 
ciently disinterested ; and that I have given proofs of 
it : but there are occasions when it is rude and ungrate- 
ful to refuse. Why should not the cardinal have the 
privilege of making you such a present r To wlunn d<i 
ydu wish him to send this trifle? lie has given up his 
plate to his creditors : if he should add this little piece 
to itj it might perhaps be valued at a hundred crowns. 
It j.s a curiosity, a token of remembrance, an ornament 
for a cabinet. Such presents ougla to be received with 
affection and respect; and, as he observed last winter, 
it is insulting to refuse them ; it is making tliem of too 
-much consequence. I cannot therefore prevail with my- 
self to cause him so much pain. Can you be sensible 
of the pleasure it will giv-ehiraj to show you this little 
mark of his friendship^ without being ashamed to refuse 
it with bo mueh incivility ? Arc you to be told that this 
excess of vain-glury, in being above receiving a present, 
is a fault, and can gain you no credit? This is all 1 
shall say upon the subject : it would be an insult to 
your understanding to add more. After all, it is to iM. 
dc Grignan that the cardinal makes the present. 1 be- 
lieve it is already sent from Commerti ; 1 will inclose it 
in the parcel with your work. 

The coadjutor has laughed heartily at your compari- 
j^pn of cameos in painting to the history of France in 
verse. He w^as very much amused at what you say 
and the <pgeiit (of the clergy). You do not know 
3iali fet \,vharm^ of your letters ; you give a wonderful 
to evfry thing. We very well understood your 
to the capuchin : ** Father, how hot it is I’' and 
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wc believe that, in the humour you are in, you can 
never go to confession. Hiow is it'possibl^ to i^y y6ur 
heart open to strangers ? It is as much as yi^ can pre- 
vail upon yourself to do vvitli your best friends. We 
hear your ansv^er at this distance, and you could not 
have related your conversation more agreeably# unless 
you had told it us in person. 

I thank you, ni}'' dear, for the pains you have taken 
to exculpate yourself from the chargiB 6f ever having 
been incommoded by my idlection. There no need 
of so kind an explanation. I believe of yoiir tenderness 
every thing you wish me to believe ; this'persuJ^idn is 
the happiness of rny life. You explain yourself Very 
well upon tliat will of yours,, which it w^s irbpossibie 
for me to divine, because you willed nothing. I ought 
to have understood you; and I shall t|u bitter than 1 
have done, because we only wanted to understand one 
another. When you are rcsjtbred to me, believe me, 
my clear, you shall have a thou0bd times more reason 
to he satisfied with me than yoii have ever had : I wish 
we could already fix the day, when we might embrace 
each other. 

Ycju laugh, my child, at poor friendship ; you think 
it is doing it too much honour consider it an impedi* 
inc ut to devotion ; and that it is not of sufBcient conse- 
quence, to be an obstacle to our salvation. We judge of 
every thing by comparison : if it occupy our whole 
heart, then it is blameable ; and whatever it may be 
that possesses us in this way, it renders us unfit to com- 
municate. You see the affair of the syndic has ex- 
empted me from the combat. In a word, it is a 
fortune In have such lively passions. I must end;^;v.;^ur 
to render them more calm, and to recover th^ibssession 
of ray heart. I shall not be less yours, and I shall be 
more my own. Corbiaelli was very urgent with me to 

i> 5 
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take up this goad resolation^ ’'■■It is true, that his absence 
udds to ||3j' mi«as/nesj 5 : helpycs me much, and I love 
him to iae in^every respect ; but I must 
deprive myself of every tbing, during my journey to 
Britany. And it is so necessary tbat I should go there, 
that 1 must not lea\e it to chance. 

You must not on any account shave the head of the 
liUfe marquis. . I have consulted the learned; it is the 
way to put hllmttle brain into disorJer, to give* him 
rheumsi sore eyes, and biacit teeth ; in a word, he is too 
Weak to bear it L^t his hair be cut short with scissors ; 
this is all you can do at present. 

I'hh cardinal’s cook and steward will not leave him : 
l&ir attachment is quite heiroic; they prefer the honour 
of remaining with hfio to the best situations at court : 
it is un possible to hear them without admiring their af- 
fection. Poor Pcau baa dona better still ; he has died : 
he fell sick the evening dflile caidiiwl’s departure, and 
grief and fever toother took him off in nine days. I 
saw him, and^jrhoi%b'I cannCt enter the house without 
sgrrowi the aervoAts that remained, made me come to 
admire them. 

INl'.d’Ilucquev die returned .yesterday evening ; I have 
not been able to see hineif emotion. The cardi- 

nal’s three faithful friends quitted him at Jouare : I fear 
and wish to see the other two. The cardinal has w rit- 
ten me a second adieu. I beg him no-t to deprive me of 
the hope of seeing him again. lain extremely grieved 
at hh retir^fiient ; 1 will let you know from time to 
how be, is. ilis courage appears to be infinite ; 1 
victorious. 

very well recovered of my bleeding in the foot. 

1 shall Siiyput for Britany very soon, but not before I 
liaye put the finishing-stroke to all your afi’airs here : 
oihetwiic 1 should not rest a moment in quiet. 1 am of 
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youv opinion with respect to wknt Philomela says; but 
we are equally to he pitied when we can Bnd iti) f^iace 
that brings pleasing images to our recolle^tkt^ atid 
when our recoUcctiOii is so inUeh alive> Utat 'carry it 
incessantly along with us. I am petsuaderf diit cardie 
nal will not soon ibrget us. 

There are some passages of your letters so SelightMi 
and so aflectionate, that I dare not undertake to answer 
them : I pretend to no more tlran to feel them truly,. 
Jind estimate their value. 


ANSWEn TO A LETTER FROM MADAME DE GJfilQVlAif, 

OF THE i 9 th of. JUNE. 

I II WE received your letter, informing itae of thb illnei^ 
of ihe poor little marquis ; I arn very miieli concerned 
at it ; and as for bleeding, I cannot comprehend that it 
can do any good, considering the terror k occasions to 
a child of three years old. In my time. We did not 
know what it was to bleet! children. Msidame de San- 
persists in refusing to haye her son Med : she gave 
him only a little powder for the w^orms, and he is re- 
covered, I fear our child will be treated, in order to 
do him honour, like the children of the king and the 
duke'^. I shad have no rest, my dear, till 1 hear how 
til is fever terminates. 

As to what you say of the ftiture respecting the car- 
dinal, it is true that I have seen him vn holly taken up* 
with the wish of show^ing you hi's friendship in the 
fullest extent, when* he has paid his debts. This senti- 
ment appeared to me worth imparting tp you : but 
you have two years to reflect on the way in w^hich 5*^ou 


* The tluk® had just lost two of his chiHlrcn, withig sT few dajs of 
each other.. 
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slmll reluse kis kindness, I think, my clear child, you 
your measures so fer off. God preserve 
m, and give tis grace to be at that time in 
a sikKttfilik tottbake him'^^gree to our resolutions ; it is 
unnedeMlry to vex him between this and then ; and 
with regard to the cassolette^ as he has not mentioned it 
tatiio a long time, 1 should think I was doing as in Hoc- 
cado, if, under the pretence of refusing, I had brought 
it to his recollection 1 do not know what directions he 
has given respecting it. 

M. de Turenne is very advantageously situated ; there 
has been no engagement, as was reported. Our friends 
are all welt in Flanders and in Germany. The beauti- 
Ikl little madame de Saint- Valeri lias the small pox hi -a 
dreOdAd degree* 


LETTER CCCVIIL 

TO THE SAME, 

Paris, Fiiday, Junft 28 , 16 ? 5 , 

MaoXIUe de Vins expressed herself very affectionately 
about you yesterday, my dear^ that is, in her way, but 
it is not a bad one : there seemed no interlineations in 
what she said. 

We have no news. The king's good star has brought 
the duke of Lorrain and the prince of Orange across the 
Meuse again. M, de Turenne has now elbow-room, so 
that we are no longer confined in any part. I am re- 
joiced that my let^s are so pleasing to you: I can 
Wdly think they airte so agreeable as you say they are. 

they have no stiiliiess in them. Our good car- 
dinaiV^ne to solitude ; his departure gave me sorrow, 
and remiftJed mfe of yours. I have long remarked our 
cruel separations to the four corners of the world. Tt is 
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very cold : we are obliged to have a fire, attd so are you,, 
which is more astonishing still. Yoo jUfdige re- 
specting Quantova : if she cannot return to* liolMiirid«ways, 
she will push her authority ahd graddUMM^ the 

clouds ; but she mast prepare to be loved^.the whole 
year without scruple : in the mean time her house is 
crowded by the whole court, visits are paid alternately, 
and her consequence is unbounded. Be not un^sy 
respecting my journey to Britany : you ,are too good 
and loo attentive to my health. 1 will have nothing to 
with La Mousse ; the dulness of others weighs me 
down moie than my own. I have no time to go to 
Livri : I have made a vow to expedite yotm afl^irs* I 
shall give your compliments to madame de Villars and 
madarne de la Fayette. The latter has still a httloievrr 
upon her. Adieu, niy dearest child, believe me to be 
most sincerely yours. 


LETTISH CCCJX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, July 3 , 1675 * 

Good heavens, my dear chdd, how ill 1 bear your ab- 
sence ! I have sometimes such cruel moments, when I 
reflect how we are situated with respect to each other,, 
that I can scarcely breathe ; and notwithstanding all 
niy endeavours to drive the painful idea from me, it 
will always return. I ask pardon of your philosophy, 
for thus exposing my weakness ; but for once do not be 
angry with me for indulging myself in the relief of tell- 
ing you wdiat 1 so often sutler, and which I conc*eal 
every one besides. It is true, that Britany will iiicrease 
the distance between us ; what madness ! .^letliinks it 



koksas if we were going to throw ourselves into iU 
sea, th^ifc may have all France hetweea us. Out 

'i’wo days figo I reteived a letter from our good car 
dinal, who is on the point of entering upon his retiie 
ment ; I believe it will not be able for a considerable 
time to eradicate from bis heart the regard he Ins for 
yoa': I am petihetiy satisfied with the share I know I 
bare ia bis affectioa. 

^'1 dad you are forced to wake use of your authority 
U^nobltfge your son to take medicine I think you are 
ijfttite right A little exertion of authority does not at 
all misheeoitie you, but it is very lucky for you that 
yiHlir child nev«r saw you take medicine, for I am afraid 
thil |j||id!lit case your example would overturn your pre« 
cepd. I reftiember, and 1 dare say you have not for- 
gotten, bow your brother mimioked you on one of tbchc 
occasions. ^Vfter all, lam delighted that the little mar- 
quis is owl of danger ; pray make use of the power you 
have o\er him, to manage him propeily. 1 have en- 
tertained a very good opinion of him from his being so 
fond' of you. 1 have been bled for your sake, and am 
very .well. 

But you wait my advice in regard to visiting the grand 
dtiehess at Monte li mart ; M. de Urignan advises you to 
go, but you have no equipage ready : how must this be 
managed ? Why 1 think you may take your own lime, 
and go on foot. I can give a pretty good guess what 
your determination will he* We expect her here as if 
she were a Colonna or a Maaarine, for the oddity of 
iuaving her husbaiKl, after having lived with Inm up- 
of fifteen years; otherwise we give honour to 
jboy^ur is due. Her prison will be disagieeable, 
but sm thiAi^s it will be made as comfortable as possi- 





63 


bio. 1 am persuaded she would very much )ike the 
house that is not l !0 be let : ah ! wli^t a pity that k ia 
not to be let ; and that audiority and consecfilmiM^ 
be pushed so far, if tile return l!^ been iSSSi ilfeltilagted ! 

It is odd, that the interests of 0nantova her 

policy should agree so well with Christianity ; and that 
the advice of her friends should be exactly the same as 
M. (le Condom’s (BossuetJ. You cannot think how 
triumphant she appesira iH the m/dst of her workmen, 
who are no less than twelve hundred. The pahce of 
the Sun, or the enchanted gardens of Armida, are po^r 
in com pari son of what hers will be. She is visited by 
the wife of her firm friend (the queen), and by all the 
family in turn : she takes place neatry of all the duch- 
esses ; and the lady (madame de Richelieu) wfionh sba 
got appointed, proves her gratitude every day by her 
actions. Your laniemations are very excelleni over 
Britany ; I wish 1 had Corbinelli with ine^ you will 
have him at Grignan. Let me recommend bint to your 
care. 1 am going to visit the rascals wito throw stones 
into their patron's garden. I am told there arc five or 
six hundred blue bonnets in Lower Britany, who 
to be hanged, in order to teach them better manners. 
Upper Britany is wise ; it is ray own country. 

jVJy son sends me word that there is a detachment of 
tea thousand men ; he is not of the number. The 
prince and the duke are there, but I was told yesterday 
that there is no danger, and that they were close to the 
tneniy, the river only dividing them. No mention is 
made of M. de Turenne, except that he is so advan- 
tageously situated, as to be able to do what he pleases. 

I innigiiied that the desire of being in favour vith 

• It is easily understood, iliat this house means the king's court. It 
was indeed said, tiiat the grand^duchess hid only in the hopi 

t\' making a conquest of the kii^« 
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ibe stckdfemY Sit Arles, might have made you wish 
have mrnfof Roche foucatih's Maxims. The 

PoriraiiM life, and what made me approve it, and show 
it td th^ cafroltial, was, its bcin^ Written without the 
least ititi^tion of being 'seen. It Was a secret 1 made 
myself n)istress of, as it were by foi^ce, from i»y fond- 
ness of seeing a panegyric upon the absent, by a person 
who was neither an intimate friend, nor a flatterer. 
Our cardinal was as much pleased with it as I was, in 
observing the manner in which truth obliged even those 
Who had no great regard for him to speak of him, when 
they imagined that he would never come to the know- 
ledge of it *, We shall soon find how his retirement 
will sit upon him : nnless it is tlie work of God, it can- 
not ^ 

Wa have' had vety cold weather here of late, but 
what most surprises me is, that you complain likewise of 
the cold in Provence: I do not remember finding it 
cold there in June. I see you living in perfect solitude, 
but 1 do not pity you ; I keep my pity for those v\ ho 
are more proper objects, of which lam the first. 1 find 
pi eastire in being acquainted with the plates, that 
contain those 1 love and think of perpetually. Not to 
know how to find them in idea, itirows a disagreeable 
obscurity over the imagination : your chamber and your 
closet wound me ; and yet J sometimes retire there alone 
to think of you, as not willing to spare myself too 
much.' 

l)o you not intend to repair your terrace ? I cannot 
hear ibe’^idea that it should be in ruins, and deprive 
the only good walk you have. What a long 
but you know what pleasure 1 take in chatting 

* Cardina^ie Retz, who at that period had not written his IVlemoirs,. 
seems to havefU ’ this Portrait in remembrance, when he traced in his 
noik tlie cliaracter c** M. dc U Rochefouca\Ut. 
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n.ith you. Every other correspondence is neglected ; 
for the great fish, you know, eat up the little ones, I 
embrace the little marquis: pray let him knavr that he 
bds another tnamtna in the world besides yourself : 1 
am afraid he forgets me. 

LETTER CCCX. 

TO THE .SAME'. 

Paris, Friday, July S, 1675. 

I SIT down, my dear, to talk to you a little of our good 
cardinal, I send you a letter be has written to you ; 
pray advise him to write his history ; it is 'is^hal all his 
friends press him much to do. He tells me he very 
well pleased with his desert, that he can l^ok upon it 
without the least horror, and humbly hopes that God 
will support him in his weakness. He expresses the 
most sincere regard for you, and desires me not to think 
of leaving Paris till 1 have finished all your affairs. He 
remembers the tim^ %hen you had the ague, and that 
hedesiied me, for his i^ke, to be careful of your health* 

1 answer liini in the s^irae tone; he assures me that the 
most frightful solitude« would not make him forget tho 
fiitMidship he owes us. He was received at St. Mi- 
chaefs * with tran^tports of joy : the people were all on 
iheir knees, and received him as a protector sent by 
(iod. The troops, who w'ere quartered there, are taken 
the oflicera having waited on him for his orders to 
send away or to leave aa many as pleased. Cardinal 
Bonzi has assured me, that the pope, without staying to 
receive* our cardindl’s letter, had sent him a brief, to 
tell him that he supposes, and even desires, he wdll 

* Tlip place of the caidinal’s lutreat, a remote village province 
ol Uiitauy. 
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koop Ivlibat; that the preserving his rank and dignity 
will Ki no vrhte impede ti>e work of hir salvation : and 
it is mywjover added^ that his holiness expressly com- 
manded to make chotce of any other place ol 

retireniftaiit than St. Denis ; but I much doubt this lau< i 
part of the report, so 1 only tell you my author foi ila 
former part. 

I am convinced he thinks no more about the c isso- 
lelte : if I had desired him not to send tt, it would onl\ 
have served to put him ia mind of it, so I thom^lit it 
was b<*rt to take^lto nerttee of it. There is no nc»\s oi 
inipovMwice stirring. Eveiy thing goes on with spiiit 
on M, de Tttronno's side. 

• TWfother day ^ere was a madame Noblet, of the 
at basset with Monsieur. Men- 
tion was wNikie of M. de Vitii, who is very ill: in on 
winch she said to Monsieur, •* Ah ! sir, 1 saw him il s 
morning, poor man! his face looked }Ubt like a 
gem/* What could she inesMi? Madame de Kichelu u 
has received wMk ktitd and afileclionate letters from Uie 
king, that she nmre than reuatd for what she has 
dime^. Adi6<ii my dearest andirbest- beloved. 


LETTER CCCXL 

TO THE SAMP. 

P«iris, Wediu'scla), Jily 10, lo;'i. 
I^ou, my dear child, it has given me the giealest 
to find that you are under so much concern 
ealth : alas! my love, you think of nothing 
your arguments are expressly Calculated to 
nfeke you uneasy. You say I made a mystery of the 
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.rcASoii of my being bled, to you ; but indeed 1 %m 
in. I have had no vapours; 1 placed my bleeding more 
to the account of the business 1 liad to go through, than 
to the score of my health : I felt a Hule cup^ressed. I 
judged that it was best for me to be bled byfw I 
Oil*, as a sort of security m niy journey. The c ardinal, 
whom I used to visit daily, was gone ; I saw five or six 
♦lays of rest before me, and after that the affair of M* 
do Bellievre. 1 wished to ||evote rnyseif to it entirely, 
and to your little lawsuit; so I determined to be bled, 
to be quite at liberty. I did not send you these parti- 
cuhirs, because it would have borne the construction of 
making myself appear of great consequence, and this 
(liscreliou has given you a thou5»dnd pangs: I am griev- 
at this, my dear child: be assured, however, thjit 
I will never deceive you, but abide fauhfull^ by the 
agreement we have ntade, not to spate each othci on 
ihese occasions: I will always let you kiMW bow 1 aiA 
without disguise, so trust to me. 

And now, ipv dear, 1 must acquai|f| fdp, that ue 
have gained youi^iittle taause with V«i»l»dour« The 
princesses dc Tingri wete present at the ei^try of;|br 
judges, and So was I, and we hate J^ent to riB||Urn 
It is a pity that Moli^ is dead, for he would have 
made an excellent farce of what has happened the 
hotel de Bellidvre. They have refused four hundred 
thousand francs for that charming house, which twenty 
incrcluints would have purchased, because it ioofaf into 
four u rei ts, and they might have built twenty goD4 houses 
ujioM \iiv ground it stands on ; but they would act part 
with it on any lerms, becatist forsooth it is the lamity 
iiouso, and the slices of the old chancellor have touched 
the tlne.diold, and they are used to the parish church 
of Si. Germain BAuxerrois; and so foi tlnspj^ce of an- 
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they let the house lie upon hand, and pay 
twenty thousand livres a year for their lodging. 

Madame de Coulanges saw the grand-ducliiss at 
Lyons, in ithe interval of her mothcr^s fits : she says 
the princess is very much changed, and will be eclipsed 
by madame de Guise * ; she says she had seen you at 
Pierrelate, and that she thought you extremely hand- 
some ; send me some particulars of her journey. Vou 
will be the means of my going to see her. 

1 am now going to ansnor 3’ours of the third ; let ns 
talk a little of our good cardinal. It was not tiue that 
the pope had sent liim a biief, when madame do Vins 
wrote you word that he had : but it is confirmed novi\ 
It was cardinal Spada who took upon him to assert that 
it would be so. The good pope, my dear, has done 
neither better nor worse, than Trivelinf in the play,, 
who wTote and delivered the answer to a letter before 
the letter was received. We are all heartily rejoiced at 
it, and d’Hacqueville thinks he will conform to his ho- 
liness’s wftl ; that he will write to the pope, and tell 
him the true reasons of his being desirous of laying 
down the purple, and that he is far from supposing it 
to be incompatible with his salvation; and that if his 
holiness persists in commanding him to keep his hat, 
be will cheerfully acquiesce. So in all probability he 
will remain our good cardinal still, lie finds bis soli- 
tude agree very well with him ; he says so, at least, and 
we ought to believe him: he did not take a final leave 
of me^on the contrary, he gave me reason to belie\e 
I sl^ld see him again, and seemed to take a pleasure, 
n^^j^nly in giving me that consolation, but himself 
se. He will retain his equipage, for he can no 

• EluabctU d’Orl^atis, elder sister of die grand-duche'>«. 

•I* A^diaracter vn the Italian comedy. 
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fiX)ng:er hftve the modesty of a penitent iA this 
as tlie princess d’Harcom^t says. He Writes ipe a little 
note now and then, which I preserve with the greatest 
care ; he always mexitions you : I wouW hafe you write 
to iiim on the subject of his hat, and advise to 
keep it. 

• It is said that M. de St. Vallier has married made- 
moiselle de Itiivroi; the affair of his disgrace was a 
mere trick. Little St. Valeri is out of danger, as to her 
life, ‘but wo cannot say so much with respect to her 
beauty. Our coadjutor’s good fortune continues as bril- 
liant as over, and 1 am of your opinion, that he has 
more reason to be pleased with his stay in Paris, than 
with the archbishop of I^aris. 

You did extremely well in waiting on the duchess, it 
would liave been cruel not to have done it. You are 
likewise very much in the right to remain at Grignan; 
it wdll hasten your husband’s return thither: perhaps 
you will also have rnadame de C^l^nges, Vs^^s, and 
Corbinelli. Madame de CoUlis^^s writes Se word, 
that your hatred is very convenient, and that she has 
brought you into a very agreeable train of correspond- 
ence. Pray, my dear child, do not thank nrte for what 
1 do for you and mademoi.selle de Meri ; rather rejoice 
w ith me, that I have the satisfaction of being employ- 
ed in any thing that relates to your business or your 
pleasure. 


LE ITER CCCXII. 

TO TMfi same. 

Fans, Tuesday, .Ivtly 1-2, 1675. 

\Vr. liave the finest chase in the world# after Millie B*** 
•iud M. de M***. They set off, they sqt;iic» they run 
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a J^*r»gth, they turn wind, htit we stiH keep scent, 
of tluaii ; we have excellent noses; we are in full chase, 
and if oiiCifeiWc catch them, as I iiope we sbail, we shall 
give theijii SL good drubbing, and then, following tiie 
ijobi0 ^practice of good huntsmen, we will Jen^ r them 
there, and never touch them again. 1 will hit you 
know the en<l ot' ail this: I have no notion of 5 Jciving U]) 
such an affair; but if J prevent you bom being the 
greatest captain in the world, the ahhe * prevents me 
from being the most active and busy in your allairs ; 
be always gets the start of me, and that, added to liis 
superior abilities, makes him beat more ground than 1 
do. Ho is out by seven o’clock in the morning, con- 
sulting every word, point, and stop, in the transnetion. 
There are some few disputes indeed between mademoi- 
selle de Meri and him, now and then ; and what do you 
think occasions them ? Why, the great exactness of 
the a^be, nmre than any consideration of interest: for 
if an aiS^tis offei:e^|p arithmetic, or the inviolable 
rule, thai two, and t^^Knake four, is broken in upon, 
tile poor abba is beside himself. It is his humour, and 
havshouid be indulged in it: on the other side, made- 
inoiselle de Meri is of a dift'ereiit humour; whenever 
she takes a part in a dispute, she never drops it, but 
pushes it to the very last; and. whe^ the abbe finds 
himself overpowered by a torrent of w ords, he falls into 
a passion, and puts on the uncle, by commanding si- 
lence; but this, she says, is not polite. Polite is a new 
atlront ; every thing is overturned ; he will not hear a 
word more ; the main argument is forgotten ; and little 
accidental circumstances are made jioints of consc- 
ouence: then I am forced to take the field, and run 
to one and then to the other, like the cook in liie 
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, {)lay ^ ; but I make rather a bolter eliding, for 
thorn both laughing, and the conclusion of the matter 
is, that the next day raademoiselle de returns to 

our good abbe to flvsk bis advice again ; and lie as rea- 
(lily L^ives it, and busies himseH' to serve her. He has 
hin humours, as I said before, and who amorifr us is free 
from thcni.^ However, I will take ujjon me to assure 
you, that there shall never be any thin^ serious in their 
disputes, so Jong as I am a party concerned. 

Adieu, my dearest child. 1 have no news for yoti. 
Our cardinal is extremely well; I would have you write 
to him, and desire him not to waste Ids time in fruitless 
replies and expostulations with the court of Rome; but 
to obey w iih a good grace, and wear his old bat still, 
as our lut abbe f says, who, by the by, complains sadly 
ofyour silence. M. de la Rochefoucault sends you word 
that he is perfectly recovered from his gou4*s,.^id ima- 
gines his poverty will return again ; ibv: he can had 
no joy in ids riches, while tormented with.^Aat dis- 
wn.ler. 


LETTER CCCXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, July 19, 

Oli.ss from whence I write to you, my dear : from M. 
de Pomponiie’s, as you will perceive by the few lines 
wiilch inadarne de Vins sends you with this, I have 
been with her, the abbe Arnauld, and dTlacqueville, 
to see the procession of St, Genevieve pass; we mturn- 
fid ill very good time; we were back by two oblock ; 
Jdiere are many that will not return till night. Do you 

♦ See the fourth scene of the first act in Molicro’s 
f The abb<5 de Pontcarrd* 
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that this procession is considered a Yery line 
3 %ht? It is attended by all the religious orders^ in 
their respective habits, the curates of the several pa- 
risbe6> and all the canons of Notre-Dame, preceded by 
the archbishop of Paris in his pontificals, and on foot, 
giving his benediction to tbe right and left, as he goes, 
till he comes to the cathedral ; I shoidd have said to the 
left only# for the abbe de St. Genevieve marches on the 
right, barefoot, and preceded by a hundred and fifty 
monks, barefoot also; the cross and mitre are borne 
before him, like the archbishop, and he gives his bene- 
dictions in the same manner, but with great apparent 
devotion, humility, and fasting, and an air of penitence, 
which show that he is to say mass at Notre-Dame. 
The parliament, in their red robes, and the principal 
companies, follow the shrine of the saint, which glitters 
with preciijpi^s stones, and is carried by twenty men clad 
in white, ^nd barefoot. The provost of the merchants, 
and foufT^crounsellurs, aae left as hostages at the church 
of St. Genevieve, for the return of this precious trea- 
sure. You will ask me, perhaps, why the shrine was 
exposed. It was to put a stop to . the continual rains 
we have had, and to obtain warm and dry weather, 
which happened at the very time they were making 
preparations for the procession; to which, as it was in- 
tended to obtain for us all kinds of blessings, I presume 
we owe his majesty^s return, who is expected here on 
Sunday next. In my letter of Wednesday, 1 will w rite 
you all that is worth writing. 

M. de la Trqusse is conducting a detachment of six 
thousand men*1:o marshal de Crequi, who is to join M, 
de Turenne* La Fare and the others remain with the 
dauphin's gens-d'armes, in the army commanded by the 
jprittce. ^fl'he other day Madame, and madame de Mo- 
naco, o'Vlacqueville, at the hotel de Grammont, 
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tB walk about the streets and the Tuilleries incog*y a» 
her highness is not much given to a disposition for gal- 
lantry, her dignity sits very eas}^ on her. The Tuscan 
pi’incess is expected every hour. Tliis is another of 
the blessings obtained by the shrine of St. Genevieve. 
1 saw one of your letters yesterday to the abbe de Pont- 
carre ; it is the best lepiv that ever was written : there 
is no part of it which has not some point, and wit ; he 
has sent a copy of it to liis eminence ; for the original 
is kept as sacred as the shrine. 

Adieu, my dearest and best-beloved : you are so re- 
markable for your inviolable love of truth, that 1 do 
not abate myself a single expres.si»>n of your kindness 
towards me; and you may judge then how happy it 
makes me. 


LETTER CCftXlW 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, July 24, 107ii. 

The weather is so extremely hot, my dear, that instead 
of tossing and tumbling in niy bed, the whim took me 
to get up (though it is but five o'clock in the morning) 
and chat a littlt; with you. 

The king arrived at Versailles on Sunday morning^ 
the queen, nvadame de Moiitespan, and all the other 
Lillies, went to take possession of their former apart- 
ments. In a short time after his arrival, his majesty 
began to make the usual visits; the only difference is 
that they play in the state-apartments. I shall l»avc 
more intelligence before I conclude my letter. The 
.reason of my being so ill informed of what passed at 
Versailles is, that I came but last night from M.de Pom- 
ponne's ; madame de Pompoane had invi'.jd d'Hacque- 

VOL, HI. 
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ville and me in so pressing a manner, that there was 
no refusing. Indeed M. de Pomponne appeared de- 
lighted to see us; you were spoken of with all ihe 
friendship and esteem imaginable, during the sho'rt 
time we were there, and there was no want of conver- 
aation: one of our whims was, to wish we could see 
through a great many things wilieh w^e think w^e under- 
stand, but which, iii fact, wc do not : we should then 
see into what passes in families, w here w'e should find 
hatred, mistrust, anger, and contempt, in the room of 
all those fine things tliat are set to outward show, and 
pass upon the world for realities. I was wishing for a 
closet hung with mirrors of this kind instead of pictures. 
We carried this odd notion very far, and diverted 
ourselves extremely with it. We tvere for opening 
d^Hacquerille^s bead, to furnish ourselves from thcncc 
with some of these curious anecdotes ; and pleased our- 
selves with thinking how the world is in general im- 
posed upbn by what they see and take for truth. You 
think that things are so and so in such a house ; that 
such a couple adore each other; but stay awhile, and 
turn up the cards, and you will see that they hate each 
other most completely. You would imagine that such 
an event proceeded from such a cause; the little demon 
that drew aside the curtain, would undeceive you ; and 
so through life. This afforded us infinite amusement. 
You see, my dear, I must have plenty of time to enter- 
tain you with such trifles : this is the consequence of 
rising so early in the morning: this is doing as M. de 
Marseilles docs ; if it had been winter, I should have 
visited by torch-light. 

You have your cool north-east wind at last: ah! 
my c^iild, how^ uncomfortable it is; we are broiling 
with iteat in this country, and in Provence you are 
starving wnth\:'old. I am convinced that our shrine 
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has eflected this change ; for before the processioDj IWc 
t{iscovcred, like you, that the sun and the seasons had 
changed their course ; I thought 1 had discovered too, 
lil^e you, that this was the true reason tl:j^t had occa- 
sioned the days .we so much regret to fly so rapidly ; 
for my part, my dear child, I experience as much spr- 
row to see these days past and gone for ever,, as I forw 
merly experienced joy in spending winter and summeri 
and ever}^ season, with you : this painful thought must 
give way to the hope of seeing you again* 

1 wait for cooler weather before I take physic, and 
for cooler councils in Britany * before I venture thither* 
Madame de Lavardin, de la Troche, M, d^Haroiiis, and 
I, shall consult together about a proper time for our 
journey, having no design to run ourselves into the 
midst of the com motions that at present rend our poor 
province: they seern to increase daily; and those con- 
coined i/i them have got as I’ar as Fougeres, burning 
and ransacking all the way as they go along* This is 
rather too near the lioch. They have begun a second 
time to plunder the bureau \ at Rennes: Madame de 
Chaulnes is terrified almost to death, at the continual 
menaces she hears. J was told yesterday that some of 
the mutineers had actually stopped her iff her coach, and 
i liat even tfie nipst moderate of them had sent notice to 
^1. de Chaulnes, who is at Fort Louis, that if the troops 
he hat! sent for took a single step towards entering the 
province, his wife would run the hazard of being torn 
lo pieces by the insurgents. It is necessary, however, 


* Tlip cxorbitrint taxes that had hepii imposed upon these unhappy 
people, liad ohllged nunil>crs of them to liave recourse to arms, in order 
to free thciusclv(*s fr(;m the load of exactions that it was Impossihlc for 
them to hear. 

J- A kind of exchequer established in all the pfinclpftl towns is 
Frauce, for the colU ctioti of the kiuji^'s revenues. 

E 
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that some troops should march against them, for thing*;* 
are come, to such a height, that lenitives are no longer of 
service : but, it would not be prudent for us to set out 
bOfore the storm is a little subsided, and v\e see the 
i$sue of this extreme confusion. It is hoped that the 
a|>prpaching harvest will help to disperse the rioters ; 
for after all they must get in their grain, and there are 
nwarly six or seven thousand of them, not one of whom 
can speak a word of Frenck 

M. de Boucherat toJid me the other day, that a curate 
having received clock that had been sent him from 
France, they call th|s part of the country, in the 
sight of some of his parishioners, they immediately 
cried out in their lahguago^ that it was a new tax, they 
were sure of it, they saw it plainly. The good curate, 
with great presence of mirid^ and without seeming at all 
confused, said to them, My children, you are mis- 
taken, you know not what you are talking of ; it is an 
indulgence/* This brought them all immediately upon 
their knees. You may, by this specimen, form a judge- 
ment of the understanding of these jpeople. Let the 
consequence be what it may, I must wait till the hur- 
ricane is past ; 1 am sorry to be obliged to defer 

my journey : it wafe fixed at the most convenient time 
for me, and it cannot be put ofV without interf ring 
w^ith my plans.- You know my resignation to Provi- 
dence : wc rpust always return to this at last, and take 
things as they come. ' I talk wisely, as you see, but I 
do not always think wisely. You well know there is 
one point in which I cannot practise what 1 preach. 

Mademoiselle d’Eaubonne was married the day be- 
fotsit^feslerday. Your brother w^ould willingly resign 
ewsigney to be colonel of the regiment of Cham- ' 
pagne. It is a post that M. de Gngnan lias held; but 
we by no means wish him to make this addition to his 
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txpcuses III these unsettled it no6)d cost hint St 

^jsl hitun or sixteen th*i^an(l fiSncs. Many officms 
iiie ittuined with the king; the giaiid-inaater, raessiturs 
de Soiibisc, Termes, Brancas, l/.i (iaide,‘ Villare, the 
[.QUnt de Fiesque, &c. : as for the lattCN people are apt 
to saylif him, di cat^ia ptu cite dt gmrra amko^if 
had not been a month in the army. M. de Bomponnft 
says tliat it was imiwssible to Wish more Irtaftfly tte 
come to an engagement then i^lie king did, or to be 
more lesolved to iiiarcb at thitptoa^'ef the first lanks, 
when they imagined awstlH'Hkely to have a 
at liimbourg. He g«|p t» KR dtRClnptwB n< 

hit majeity's mode of life, with those sMi him, espe* 
oiaily tha princo ond H is pHtUant WhSSlt 

these little details. 


The cassolette is arttlmd^^y child; it very much re> 
sembles an indulgence i at is heavier, and not so beau- 
tiful as we fancied it ; it, man an(%K!|,w<Ms called a 
cassolette, waw Ba%, wmoght ; St iRny do 

Grigoan,^ has-done 

by it as p rl^witbout nqder- 

standing it!^ YpttJ)^ve,))«y pow to thank him for i» sift- 
ceiely, and »0t gi(«h'hi|(j tiie njinrlifioation of thinking 
you are not charlwd With hh ^tc»hnl| and yon must 
consider it as Ije wishesytsu to do, a mtite trifle, wlutli 
it would be vejlSJr'UttciTii to refuse. When I desired 
you to advise him to amuspiih w w itl f by writing his own 
history, I did it in coraplianof hliflirthe wishes of his 
fi lends, who begged me niy influence with him 

on this subject, and tliey all promised that they would 
suppoi t me w ith their united remonstrances ; that he 
might see that all who loved him joined m the same sen- 


* That he is rathti fond of tlie coiiri than the. camp. 
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timent*. I Van assure you he seems to trjjoy a veej 
gdbdl state of health. Things are no longci with him a 
they wer§ itst winter; a proper legimen, arul jilan 
Are, have p^ifectly restored ium. You arc vety tfght 
Ht* wbUt you say on the way in which tins affa r 
w6lifdwl%r here: I have only heard it icpcitcd, not 
lUSying fiMid the misfortune lo meet any of tlu jjcrsons 
ifho reason so well. Thank God I sc( none but those 
Who consider this actioh as a very glorious one, and w h(> 
love him as as%e do^ His friends by no mean* 
wish him to coniine htms^f to St. Michael, but ad\ise 
liim to go someiunes io'^Ckmaihopdi, and sometimes to 
Bt. iJettis. 

granjl^tluchess aid ttiadame dt haintc-M^mfe 
have talked a gi eat deal of yodt beauty. I should havh 
cfibikn *K*» prioicpc^s if bad not been ior our c\rpi u n to 
Pomponne: every body finds her as ^ou rp})i< stutrii 
her, overwhelmed with sorrow. Madame de Mont- 
martre Went to meet hair at Pontambleau : they aie 
preparing her a frirtfs&d prison* 
l^adame de "Montlouet has the small-pox : her 
daughter is in great alarm for her ; and the mother is 
»0 less unhappy that the Oannot prevail on her to quit 
her for-an instant, to ^ake a httla air, as her physician^ 
have advised Her to do. I believe they are ntithii of 
them very brilliant in point of dmle|atStnding, bui, m 
respect to s^iments oflT tenderruss aiui atlectioii ioi 
^ach otheMNiejf ai^ jast like } on and me. on ex- 
press youiUlf So delightfully on th( vubj ct of ^oul 
tifleciion foi me, that 1 daie not undeitake to Uil you 


It IS to (hr cntroit’f*? of tlu f u Is r f ( rtimil li Rd % tint tlu 
puldir IK iudel)t( 1 1 tlir IMnttoiis of his liit , t\liieh wcie jjnuu J lonj 
after lus ileath tviih < ojjsidfMl^l ounbsions 
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flow much I am affectfed by joy, tenderly, and glati* 
^ude : hut you can ^a^jly comprehend it, since . j^oU 
think you know in what degree I love yp.p ; your cards 
turn up weli for me. M. de Pomponne wid the other 
day, after oivning" that there is no certain general rul^i 
^ ft seem as if niadanie de Sev^igne pas$ipx^tefy 

loved niadamc de Crignan; but, do you know the truth? 
Shall J tell you what the cards say r Why, they Slty^ 
that slie does Jove her passionately to which he 
might have added, to my eternal gipry, '' and is as 
passionately beloved by her/' 

1 have your silks; I wish I could hiid a person to send 
them by, for they make, too small a parcel for the coaqh^ 
and too large a one for the post. I think I may 
same of this letter. 

LETTER *CCCXV. 

FROM MADAME DE S^VICNE TO MADAME DE LA FAYETTE* 

Jh^r&day 24 -f. 

You know, my dear, that we do not bathe every day ; 
and during the three days that 1 did not thrown myi^plf 
into the water, I went to Livri, from whence I returned 
yesterday, intending to go back again when 1 shall have 
finished niy dippings, and pur abb4 settled some little 
allairs which still detain him here. . On the eve of my 
de}»arture for Livri, I w’^ent to s^ mademoiselle, who 
caressed me exceedingly ; I presented your compli- 
ments to her, and she received them very graciously, at 
least she did not appear to have any thing upon her 
mind : I went with mademoiselle de llambouillet, M. 

'f' Tills Ifiilcr is wiiliout date? but a little attentloti showed, tliat 
if could not have been wriit^^ii later than the suaimer of 1675, when 
niddaine dc ScviyinS was in her forty-ninth year. 
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de and mad^me de Lavardin : she is 

jgfottrg to cjurt, and she is so phased^ that she wil 
in good hanwur with evety one the whole wiiUc 
have no news to send you, for I have not seen the i 
tet^e^nhese three days. You must ihueheaid, 
evei*^ that madafue de N is dead, and that hcr^*^ 
'I*lf«vign4, ha-- been almost dead also uith gnef; tor 
my part, I wish he had died, for tlie honour of the 
^ladies, J have still eruptions in my face, my poor 
little dear, for which I atn constantly using some le- 
medy ; I am in the hands of Bourdelot, ulio phjsics 
me with jQfieldns and ice, which every body says will 
tol This idea renders me so irresolute, that though 
% #l4<^lnyself belter fot* what he ciders me, I take it 
■«v’ith trembling. Adieu, my dearest; }ou well know that 
It ib impossible to love you more tendtily than I do. 

LETTER^ CCCXVI. 

FROM MAn^feEjD&j^a^VlGNi: to MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

A 

Paris, Friday, July ‘26, 1675. * 

J BFUEvr, ray dear, I shall write you but a shoil letter 
to-day, because it is tery late. 1 am just come from 
*lhe opera, n^th M. and madame de Pomponne, the 
abbe Amauld *1, madame deVins, madame de la '1 loche, 
and d’ttacqueville. Will was intended as an entmtam. 
ment for the abhe i^JInauId }, w ho has not seen an^ 

♦ IVlddame dc Lavaidm, who wob \cry fond of news, ^nd went (very 
where, in quest; ot it. 

-f* idcl( i brother to M. de Foniponne. 

X Him) Arnaiild, nich to M d( Pomponne, hi t known hy the 
iiailie of tlie ahh(< ht IMicholds, and afteiwiuU ly ilut oi hi hop ot 
Angeis he Wdb cblccmtd iht most pious prtktc in the chuKh of 
France. 
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the kind'4^)c§!6 ^rt>*n VIH. when 1»W*8 *it 
th M. d’Aii)^(hr%|' he tva^ very nmeh 
'mpliments to make you from all tlfe cipunpanv, 
cially M* de Pomponne : who ftegs you seii- 
depend upon his fiiendship, notwithsttWidipg 
^nci\ 

he grand-duchess yesterday: she ei^Ctly a^- 
our description of her. f thought some 4ra<^s 
tent weio le^ble in countenance : she ha4 
reserve, ai^'Welanchdiy softened with tender- 
1 < ; at I believe she wiU ^oon recover hCr gaiety and 

her beauty, Siie has succeeded very well Yeres^les ; 
the king thought her and wi^Utke c^fe 

111 ike her spend her tin;ie thl^c ygieeabiy* 

IS eager to show the gfcnerosity of his 8entiittCnt»'||: 
pitying and prareing her* *&h^ was delighted with Ver- 
sailles, and with the careS6e$ of $he noble family theic; 
she has not yet seen th^^Bauphin nor Jladetnoiselle* 

As her lepntatioiH the i#at blentish, 

it will be nothing niore ^thah cl||^fty to seek to amuse 
her. She talked to nie much Of and of your 
beauty: I told her yon still subifistad upon^ihe air of 
Paris ; she believea *»y|l living in any 

other climate. I thought she never have done 

talking of tbf> bad su{)tper she gave yjiui : she was 
very well pleased with M.^doGrignan, and with Ripert, 
who >ook so mifeh taie of her when her ceipuch was 
^overturned. She thinks madame de the most 

silly, bold, coquettish, and impertinent woman she ever 
saw and yet she iias been told that the grand-duchess 

t At Pitrrclatc, a little ^llIage of Loiver Dauphinif, ^vhere madam® 
lie Gnj^iian went to poy her K&petts lo tiit grand-duchess in lier way 
tlirougl 
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adi»|ii9ft«Jier,jR!iorP* X^jNlonii in Pi ov eucc . 
vftii-gtory* and what a 

I have ifejnaged so well tlhat niadanu de Mi)na< <* j‘ ^ 
always ill ; if she had h^^alth, she would be obligtd to 
quit Ihe party ; her tavour w ith Monsieur and Madann^ 
ia delightful. I fear madao^e de Langevon is nv^t veiv 
ple^tsech and 1 have done all in tny power lU.n she 
shall tiot be. You undi island and explain tin pluinior. 
admirably ; it ia now us^d to «3{|>U’s^ a snatai^cm, Oni 
journey is delayed, as I told you: I shall go with M 
d^llarouis, we shall take our time. Bntany is moM 
inflamed thasiover. Madame de Cbaulnes is noi «i pn- 
but one of her fneuda would be vciy glad that 
Befinea, she cannot stn out 6n at- 

the disorders that agitate the count ly. 

The eouit is removing to Fontambleau ; Madanir 
wishes it It is certain that the friend of Quantova 
(madanaojhp Montespan) hfi twice said to iiis wife and 
his ^ assured I not; changed for tin r 

resolutions ^rust tao‘ jny word, and ifiform the curious 

of my sentinioots."): 

]\^adeu)t0i5elle d’Armi^nac' is mai-ried to that Ca- 
davai^: sho is verijr^ handsope. The chevalier de 
Lorraine is to perfowa ceremony Gf espousing her ; 
she IS much to be pitied for going so to have the 
nuptials consummated. 

1 shall send the airs of the new opera to M. Jr Ori- 
gnan \eiy soon; if he be with you I embrace hu.; 
and desiio him to take the utmost care of you. 1 do 
gat know whethei it was cardinal de Relz who recom- 
mended mu to take can oi youi interests; but 1 am 
never so VK|dl pleased as when I am doing something 


Nugno Alv.ire P^»t<ira de MtUo, duke <3c Cad.iv<il vn Fortupak 
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fiyr you. fiis recomm«9ldation has a grei&i^ilrffecfc 
upon me than his benediction, let me have aiv^hc- 
count of all your concerns; nothing is trifling, nothing 
is iiidiiierent. 


LETTER CCCXYII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Weduesclay, July 31, 1675. 

What you say of time is excellent. It is true, my 
child, we see no one stop short in his couirse because he 
cannot get through it: we spring from the dust, we 
return to dust, and time goes on, vrithout interr^tipo. 

1 am glad you w ill remain quieRy at tlrigisaii^tliU th^* 
end of October. Aix would have appeased -sts'ange to 
you after leaving this place : the solitude and repose of 
Origrian tranquillises the mind, and you have great 
need of it. IVL de Grignan is sufficient company for 
you, but your house will be full, and your music im- 
Ijroved. 1 couUl not help laughing heartily at what 
you say of the Italian air, and how completely your 
musicians murder it notwithstanding your instructions : 
this part of your letter is admirable: 1 beg M. de 
Grignan to learn the whole of this air, for my sake, 
and we wdll sing it together.* 

I t^Ui you that our foolish Bretons put a stop to my 
irunicy for a while. The shrine of St. Genevieve has 
given us delightful weather. La St. Geran is in the road 
to heaven; the good La Vi liars has not received your 
letter, which is a great grief to her. 

I must tell you an adventure that happened a few 
days ago: a poor lace-niaker, in the Fauxl)ourg Si, 
Marcian, w^as taxed ten crowns, in consecpuuice of a. 
new impost upon trade-licences ; he had not the money ; 
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presse^ him for payment, be begged t'unr , 
refused, %tid seized his bed, and what > 
things he hiad, not leaving him so much as a dish to 
out of; thy poor wretch finding himself reduced t . 
condition, grew perfectly furious, and cut tlie throats of 
|||ree of his children, wlio happened to be in the room 
with him ; his wife fled with the fourth in her arms, 
fie is confined in the Chatelet, and is to be hanged in 
a day or two: he says he regrets nothing, but the not 
having killed his wife and the other child which she 
Slaved. You may depend on it, my dear, that tliis is true, 
atidi'vthatilriierO has not been sucli an instance of fury 
Siiico^the sfOge of Jerusalem. 

^Sfhofacourfewas to have set out yesterday for Fontain- 
Vleaujr' were to have been converted 
into toilfff'hy their multiplicity: every thing was ready, 
when an Unexpected blow terminated their joy : the 
people Said it was on account of Quantova : attaclimcnt 
is always in extremes : enough is done to exasperate 
the cure and' every one else, and perhaps not enough 
for her ; for in the midst of her outward trium})h, she 
has inward sorrow. 

You fljpeak of the pleasures of Versaille.? ; and the 
time Fontainbleau was to be immersed in 
Turenne is killed, which has occasioned a 
sternation. The prince has posted away i 
and ailtFrance is in desolation. Instead of sec *,; 
end to the campaign, and enjoying the pleasure 
your brother’s return, wc are now more at a loss tin 
ever. This is the world in its glory ; these are event 
truly surprising ; you are fond of such, but this 1 am 
sure will sengibi^ ‘dfeifll' ^ ^ fearful convert to 

M. Desbrosse’s' doctrine of predestination: for can we 
doubt an all-ruling, all-directing Providence, or that 
the cannon-ball which singled out M. de Turenne from 
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. ‘ii* twelve persons who w’^re ro^d him, wsfe to^ded 
WiiU his death from all eternity ? 1 am going to 
'l l account of this tragic event, return for that of 
•’ Would to God they were alike!' 

By all means write to cardinal de Retz, we all 
ofVrj^ written to him ; he is very well, and leads a truly^ 
religious life : we have advised him to go to Commcrci. 
lie will be dreadfully shocked at the death of M. de 
'i’urenne. Write likewise to cardinal de Bouillon, who 


is inconsolable. 

Adieu, my dear child, you are too grateful by half:' 
you make quite a sport of speaking ill of yo^r mmd : 
J tiilnk you must led that a liner or more excellent one 
does not exist : you f( ar rny aOH'tion will kill me# but 
J sliould be ashamed to add this wrong to. my Others t 
let me love you in rny own way. You have written a 
charming letter to M. de Coulanges ; I am delighted 
whenever I have the good fortune to sec one of your 
letters. Every one is looking for his friends, to talk of 
the death of M. de Turenne. The people gathered in 
crowds yesterday in the streets, weeping and bewailing 
tlie loss of this great man. Every other business but 
that of sorrow, seems wholly at a stand. 

M. de " ' bin* is to set out with six thousand menj 
to p'o’- ; t:oor Britany, that is, in other words, to 

r’ .i< !. ' go by the way of Nantes; for which 

A. iaine de Lavardin and 1 shall take the road 
( ' , We are waiting for a favourable season to 
. >ut in. M. de Poniponne told M. de Forbin, that 
he had some lands in Britany, naming at the same 
time those tliat belong to my son. 


* Captain-lieutenant of the first company of the king's musketcere^ 
and licutcnant-geucral in his majesty's armies. 
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LEfrrER CCCXVIii. 

MADAllE DE SKVIGNK TO MONSIEUR I)E GRiGNAN. 

Paris, July J31, 

To you, my clear count, I now address myscL^,'to acquaint 
you with one of the greatest misfortunes that could 
happen to I ranee ; it is the death of M. de 1 urenne, 
which 1 am p< rsuaded w'ill give you as much concern 
it has given us. The news reached Versailles on 
Monday, and the kitig felt his loss as that of the greatest 
general, and the b(‘si man, in the vvorUi. 'Phe whole 
court was in tears at the intelligence, and M.de Condom 
was near fainting. Every thing was ready for setting 
out on a part 3 r of pleasure to Eontainbleau, but this im- 
mediately broke it off; never was there a man more 
sincerely, or more universally, regretted. All ranks 
and degrees were in the greatest consternation, and the 
streets were filled with people who gathered in crowds 
to lament the loss of their hero. I send you a faithful 
account of what passed a few da 3 ^s before his death: 
to a conduct, for the space of three months, which may 
be deemed almost miraculous, you have only to add the 
fatal day which at once terminated his. glory and his 
life. He had the pleasure to see the enemy army de- 
camp and fly before him; and the 27th, which was 
Saturday, he ascended a little eminence, the better to 
observe their march : his intention was to attack their 
rear, and about noon he wrote a loiter to tlie king, in- 
forming him of his design, and that he had sent orders 
to Brissac, to have the prayers of forty hours* said 


♦ A form of praytr in die Roman liturgy, lo called. 
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e camp. He mentioned in hSI dispatch the death 
young d’Hocqu incourt, and added, that he wouldt 
end a courier to accjuaint his majesty wjth the issue of 
Jiis^ndertaking : he sealed his letter, sent it away 
at two o'clock. He then w^ent to the top of the hill, 
or ten of the officers, when a bad 
n by the enemy at a distance, unfortu- 
his body : I leave you to judge what 
.ere the cries and lamentations of his army. A courier 
w\as instantly dispatched hither, who arrived on Mon- 
day, as 1 told you, so that the king received M. de Tu* 
renne’s letter, and that containing the news of his death, 
within an liour of each other. Some time after, one of 
M. de Turenne’s gentlemen arrived, with the nev'S that 
the armies were very near each other; that M. de 
Lorges commanded in his uncle's place, and that no- 
thing could exceed the affliction of the army. The 
king immediately ordered the duke to repair thither 
post, till the prince could follow in person; whose ill 
health, and the fatiguing length of the journey, make 
it probable that bad consequences may happen before 
he can arrive. God grant he may return in safety. 
M. de Luxembourg remains in Flanders as commander- 
iii-chief. The lieutenants-general of the prince are 
niessieur’ d* T)uras and de la Feuillacle. Marshal de 
Creep'’ u is wliere he was. 

. lining after this melancholy news, M. de Lou- 
.rfis proposed to his majc.sty to repair the loss he had 
sustained in this gallant leader, by creating eight ge- 
nerals in the room of one : this was certainly the way 
to lose nothing. At the same time he made eight new 
marshals of France, to wit, M. de Rocliefort to whom 

♦ M. (Ic Louvoir., being dc&irous to mal-e IM. ck- lloclu.tl rt a marshal 
•f France, could i;oi compass it without projio iug the other eevtn, who 
^vre olJei Utute iuint6-^,enriaj than M. de lU)ehck>rt. 
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the OtheilP'are imlt-Hfed for their promotions, messieurs^ 
4e Lukembourg, Dura?, La J-Vuil)iulc, (i'Estnidcs, Na- 
vaillesFSchfli^erg. and Vivonne; eight in the- 
1 leave ygu to^iftake j'oiir own reflections on (liis paiTof 
J71 r nirrafive. . The grand-master * ivas in despair at 
Seing oiifhtcd ; but they have wade him ^ 'dukiTT' ot 
what service, however, is that dignity to hii'Ai' He has 
the honours of the Louvre already, in virtue of his 
place : he will not be adinitfed to the parliament, on 
account of consequences; and his wife will accept of a 
tabouret no where but at Bouille fj however, it is a 
favour; and, if he were a widower, he might perhaps 
many some young rich widow. You know the count 
lie Grammoiit hates Rochefort. I saw him yesterday ; 
he w& ready tp burst with rage : he has written him a 
letter, and acquainted the king with it. The letter is as 
follows : 

MonseioN£cii> 

Favour can obtain as much as merit j ; I shall there?* 
fore say no more. 

Adieu, Rochefort. 

Count de Grammont. 

I fancy you will see this compliment in the same 
light as we do. 

I have seen an almanack, of Milan, 1 think, where, 
in the month of July you read, The sudden death of a 

• Th6 count de I^udc, grand-master of die ordnance. 

•f* Tke countess de Lude was remadsable for passing all lier time In 
country, through her cxtrava^&t fondness ior tl;c diversion of 
bunting. 

X A verse in tlic Cid. 
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^ v(‘at niJi!! ; and in the month of ^gust, '' Ahr what 
• < r We live in continual alarm here; but, how- 
, ,VH«> ;x thousand men arc gone to Britany: 
(;a]s are charged with the commission ; the 
’ jrhii), and the marquis de Vins. M, dc 
jV>n>/>Mi4^i;''*f%4ij^'cco/i2nK7iJed oav poor lands to them. 
M. do CJiiiu/TTMi and M de Lavardin are in perfect de- 
spair: these are in the list of disagreeables. If ever 
you play the fool in your province, I should never wish 
thorn to send Bretons to correct you. See how far my 
Jieart is from harbouring revenge. 

Tiiis, my dear count, is all the news that is stirring : 
and in return for a delightful letter, I send you one 
which cannot fail of giving you the greatest sor^w : 
believe me, I am as much conccrne<i a^;you can pos* 
sihly be. .We have passed a whole winter in hearing 
ot' the divine qualities of this hero! Ntewer did rttau 
approach so near perfection. The more he was known^ 
the mure lie w§^, esteemed, and the 
g re tied. 

My dear children, I enfbrace you Doth cordial-ly f 4 
pity you, that you have nobody with whom yoill (kn 
talk of this great event. It is njitural to be 
corn 111 imicatrng one’s thoughts on such an ocl^^n. ? Jf 
you are grieved, it is no more tlian we all are hece. 

LETTER CCCXIX,, 

TO MADAME DE GRIG NAN. 

Paris, Friday, August 2, 16? 5v 

I CANNOT help thinking, my dear, of the astonishmeni 
and grief you have felt at the death of M. de Tureniie*?^ 
Cardinal de Bouillon is inconsolable; he heard it from 
a gentleman of Louvigny^ who, willing to be the firsts 
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to mafeeliis coinplftnents of condolence on tlio occasi^nv 
stopped his coach, as he was coming from Poiitoise to 
Versailles. The cardinal did not know what to nufH; ■ 
his discourse ; and the gentleman, on his part, hriiikiig 
he knew nothing of the mailer, made otf as as lie 
could* The cardinal iramediately disoa^^ikik one of 
his people after him atu} soon learncd -the fatal news, 
at which he fainted : he was. carried back to Poiiioise ; 
where he has been these two days with cut eating a 
morsel, passing his whole time in tears and lumer.la- 
tions. Madame de (jluenegaud and Cavoyc have been 
to see him ; ^ho are no less afflicted than hiniKelf. ! 
have just written him a note, which I think pr; y good. 
I ii)farmed him of your grief upon the c casic ii, both 
from the interest you take in all that oncerus him and 
Irom your esteem and admiration !or the (h'ceaseci i ero« 
PrSly do not forget to >vnte to him } .mr eih f r 1 thin!:, 
you writo particularly well on such subjects; m ihis 
ease, h^aye nothing to do, hut give a loose 

tp yourispea* /i^rfc is in gci^r«| consternation of 
this gifiit loss. wait in great anxiety for 
another. courier from Germany. Moatecuculi, who 
was risjreating, is seturned back ; and, doubllt.^s, hopes 
td profit* not a little, by an even^^ favouridible for him. 
It is said the troops uttered cries of gs^^ef tliat might 
have been heard at the distance of two leagues, when 
new s was brought them of their geneiars death. No 
consideration could stop them : they inbi.«ted upon being 
led immediatcljr to the fight; they were re.soiv^d to 
avenge the death of their father, their leader, their pro- 
fector, and defender; while he was with them, they 
apid, they feared no danger, and were determined to 
jdvenge his death : ** So lead us on/' they cried, think 
not to stop us ; we are bent for the fight.” This 1 had 
a gentleman who belonged to M. de Turenne, and 
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-vns sent from the camp to his maje.^y. He was llathecl 
ij^tcars while he related this, and all the time that he 
of the eircurnstances of his master^s death. The 
ba^^^ruck M. de Turenne directly across the body, 
-Yon mijiy easily imagine he hfW from his horse, and ex- 
pired ; i'Mi li.' ?»Rd just life ehuMilKh left to crawl-ii step 
or tNvo forvvavdj, and clinch JjS^Shands in the agonies of 
deatli; and tlien a cloitk was throwm Over the body, 
Jh)i.sgii\ ot, which is Ihename of the person who gfive 
ns this aceouiit, never quitted him till he was carried, 
with os little noise ds possible, to the nearest house. 
I\l. de Lorges Was abt»§t a league distant from the place 
where the accident happened; jndge what must be his 
feelings when lie lieard of it. His is the chief loss, 
who must take charge of this army, and be answerable 
for all events, till the arrival of the prince, who canndt 
30111 hirn in less than thiiae 1 think, twenty 

times a daj^, of the poor chevalier de Grigtihn : he cer- 
tainly will netei: be able lio loi% withooi 

losing his reasob* « lnd«ed> ever/^w v^ knew and 
loyed M. de Turenne, is greatly to 
The king said yesterday, in bpeslliilif of eight 
new maishals that bad been if Gadagne bad 

had a little patience, Iw should have been of the num- 
ber; but, as he thought fit to be out of patience and 
retire, it was very well as it was. They say, the count 
d’Estrees is endeavouring to dispose of his place, being 
one of those who are disapjjointed at not having had a 
staff. Guess what Coulanges is doing: he is copying 
word for word, and without being the least tirt*i}, all the 
news 1 have written you, I told you tlic granrEniastcr 
w as made a duke : he dare not cpmplain ; he is to 
marshal of France the first ^opportunity ; and tliO' 
manner in w Inch the king spoke to him, has done hinn 
infinitely more honour, than the dignity he lias con- 
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ferrwifeifj h§i. rnajcsfy ordered him fo giro Pop,. 
poime his name a|«J qualifications : •' Sire/’ replied K, 
" I will give him the patent conferred on my 
father, and he will have nothing more to do, tlc^n to 
have that copied/' congjatu/ate him. /m. de. 

will liave a g ^t ^eal to do up^wafTt n'ese pro- 
ipopous; and if ,s ri»hkcly he may make himself 
di|^aries aspire to the title 
of ^qrtseigneur j and will not be convinced of the in- 
justice of their clainv 

But, to reuua to M.^e When he took 

eave of cardinal de Retz, he spi&if'to tUto thus : « Sir 
I make no professions, it is not my w ay ; but let me 
beg you seriously to believe me, when I teH you, that 
were it not fpr the present state of afiairs, in which I 
way perhaps be wanted, I would follow your example- 
"'y 1 live to letuin, 1 will 

aij(,ealvM«en in tn»e; and, as you have done. 



and deatho'** 
. I ago* The 
IHe4ea1;IAvn|t 
I ^coutd tira you by 
aw some things of 


Wiiich «e damwjS^fcw too m«m,r J emi7dce'ftr"d“e 
Oiignan ; I wish you had some one with you to whom 
you could talk of M. de. Turenne: the Villars adore 
you ; Villw-s is returned, but St. Geran anWiis Jiead 
xejBam behind. His wife was in hopes, that they 
.frould have fed some, pity on him and brought him, 
back wbb the rest. I suppow I.a Garde has acquainted 
you with his design of pa>mg you a visit. I, long to 
“>y leave of him foe that journey. Mine, as you 
dendw, is put off for some time. We roust wait to "see 
what eflect the*|^rch of six thousand men, commanded 
by two Proveiisals, will produce in our country. It is 
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very bard for M. de Lavardin, to have given 4j^,000 
fKinCvS for his place, and to be obliged to command un- 
]^. de Forbin ; for M. de ChaufSes still retains the 
sl^ow^f first commander. Madame de Lavardin and 
M. cWJaroiiis are the compasse^^^py which I steer my 
rourse.\JJe under no concetn- about me, my despr^ nor 
my health : i^Sfihll take after the fall Ihioon, 

and when I have had news0^m Germany. Adieu! 
my dearest child. I so passionately, that if any 

one was desirous of obtainiijig my afJcction, he might 
thijilf himself well off if 1 loved him only as much as 
I do your picture. 


LETTER CeeXX. 

TO TUB SAME. 

Pads, Wet!nej&^y> 

Is it true, my dear, ^t,hat Marcel, 

in my description ^f tlie pro^ fljjj|Sti^(^nevievc^| 
I cannot jmagipe^ibowvt_;.ic4uid stfe 

omission. St. Marcel, ' f Q| |^^^^:Oe.nevidYe as^ 

far as his own chapeV otherwise’’tj^^^^^|’!!'|bf 
would not have perm her to advance A 
him. The shrine of this saint was carried by the com- 
pany of goldsmiths, who had ornamented it with an in- 
lijiit^varicty of precious stones, valued at nearly two 
millions ; it was the finest sight in the world. The 
Suiiut followed next, carried on the shoulders of her 
dutiful children barefoot, in all the pomp of ijevotion. 
V/hen they returned froitt^Notre-Dame, the gentleman 
saint reconducted the lady saint, to a place appoin^d, 
where they always separate : but can you imagine with, 
w hat violence r The efloiTs they made to rejoin eac|jL 
Ollier ^Yel•e so great, that the number of myii to carry 



them^sis iiicreasajd by ten on eacli side ; and if b 
chance they had inet^i^ human force could have sep5. 
fated them. If y^doiiot believe this, you need^oi^y 
ask the good citizens of Paris, who were aJi witn.'-ss^t^/f 
it. This however waui prevented ; so they onl^^made 
a civil bow to each other, and retired eadij^g^is own 
bafeitdtion. I wonder I could bcTRTnking of, that 
I forgot to nuirttion thif %iraculous story. 

1 have told you, that not going to Britany. 

Yon will easil}^ believe, thnt I shall not go till I hare 
settled our correspondence by our new friend at the 
post-oiTice ; we shall hear from each other twice a 
week; it is iny lite every where, but at the Eoc/is J 
should certainly die if 1 had not this consolation. I 
shall carry with me books and work ; but these amuse- 
ments are not to be compared to the pleasure of our 
correspondence, which is my principal one. 

Your letters vespectuig the army will be unintelligi- 
ble till you .fenoi^ the death'of de Turenne. Every 
thing is there is now no hope of any 

Igood from FlaJ^fs, or from Germany, or of your bro- 
ther's arrival. ^,.iSp^|l3^11 see in a few days hovv things 
vrill turn ouV’Wj|a|lfi;ain affairs will take in our province, 
and how M. de Fou'rbin w\\\ conduct his little army. I 
advise y0u to write to our good cardinal upon the loss we 
have sustained : he will be gratified by your attention : 
it was said the other day in a place of considerable ^on- 
sequence that they knew but two men who were supe- 
rior to all the rest of mankind, the cardinal and M. 
de Turenne ; the cardinal now stands alone on this 
eminence. 

Your madame de Schomberg is become the wife of a 
jtnarshal * ; it is very laudable in her to remain in Lan- 

M. (le Schomberg was one of the eight marshals who were created 
on the thirtieth of June preceding : he iheu commanded in Catalonia. 





^iiedoc in order to be nearer Catalonia: perhapj^ her 
4^1th makes her stay there ne^Ssan^. It would be a 
*,>r5Si3t excursion lor M. tic Gngnan,^nd La Garde, to 
visit at the whalers. All this will perhaps 
inak^^M- husband remove. 

The N%fciiLalier deBuous is perfectly satisfied with me. 
’ 1 am his ambiissuTlor at the hcMpise of M. tie Pomponne. 
(luilleragucs has performed wonders in his gazette* ; but 
1 find his hisl piais'es somewhat confused. I should 
]U'cfer a more natural and less studied style. My son 
toils me, he can easily comprehfaid the miserable con* 
ditioJi of the army in Germany, by what his own suf- 
fers; blit that they are happy however in being left 
fuiLicr M. dc LuKeinbourgf since the prince is taken 
from (hern. Poor madaine dc Vaubrun is in despair at 
he death of her husband f ; M. (PHarouis wept yester* 
lay both for himself and for her. I sa\y count de 
besque and some oth.crs the other day at mass, who 
certainly do not appear there with a good grace. I 
thought those mothers happy, whose s^s were neither 
at the Minims J nor in Germany ; I ihekn myself, who 
have the satisfaction of knowing thelJ'jny son is doing 
his duty, witliout being in danger stt present. 

The other day the diuiphin was shooting at a mark, 
and shot very wide of it : M. de Montausier rallied 
him upon it ; and told the marquis de Crequi, who is 
very skilful, to fire, saying to the dauphin, See how 
well he will hit the mark.’’ 'J’he arch youth had the 


S]i<‘ rrfftrs t(3 an on M. rle Turentie, wliicli ww, inserted 

in the Ga/xMte de France on the occasion of liis death. Guiileragues 
had the in:u\af;rinciii of the ga^ctle, which was tiicn a thing. 

0 *j' Tlic marijuls de Vaubrun liad just been killed at die battle of 
Altenheiin. 

X That is, at mass at the Minims of the Place-Royale, which madanit 
■ le Sdvigne geiiciall)' attended. 



complaisance to shoot a foot farther from it than the 
dauphin, which turned''the laugh on M. de Montausicr* 

Ah ! little wreilh,'* said he, you deserve po^ 
hanged.” "M. de Grignan must remember thi<^ yi^'»g 
courtier well y he has told us similar anecdotes o^f^nim. 

You ought to read the Crusades ; you woijJdAncre sec 
an Ad he mar de Monteih and a Cak^ane, for your 
choice ^ : they are bdth heroes, I want to read Tasso 
again, after having read that book. I have at last seen 
M. de Peruis : he seems delighted with you and M. de 
Grignan: I think him a very worthy man, mild in his 
manners and sincere. We chatted a full hour about 
Provence, on which subject I still find myself very 
learned. He is charmed with your portrait; 1 wish 
mine were a, little less vulgar: it seems to me that it 
can neither be viewed wdth pleasure nor affection. The 
good d^He^dicourt is delighted with your letter : she 
can you some very good and very extraordinary 
'things; cojrrespondencc will be very entertaining 
to you. Peruis tell me where he found you, at 

what time, m wrlfiat place: I recognised you in your, 
bed, lazy creatu^l |le says you are handsome, fair, and 
plump : I dared not quesi ion him farther. I prefer the 
conversation of a man who ci^es from Grignan, and 
who talks of you, to that of every other person : I could 
scarcely leave him. 

I shall scold Corbinelli for not writing to you : what 
folly ! what has he better to do ? Alas ! I have just 
beard that the poor fellow has been near death ; he has 


* Blatidie Adh^mar dc Monteil espoused Gaspard de Casti llanc, in 
149H. Tlie^son, Gaspard dc Casi Ilane, was heir to Louis Adhdraar de 
Monteil, de Gii^i.au, his unc-le,~who, dying wiilioui issue, entailecf 
OB him llic naihe aiuj^rms ofAdl dmar; so that tlic counts de Cirignari, 
»;j|Kho Imve since borne the name of Adhdmar de Monteil, and which liile 
ttf Jtow were originally of live hou5>e of C'astellune, 
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hat! such violent heaiUacbcs, agX)iTipanied with^fever, 
^3 to render him delirious. He ba^gned his name at 
)rt(u« Jfottoin of a letter which h% has had to in- 

nfeft that he is not dead, but that he has been in 
great 'danger, and tlmt 1 have been on the point of los- 
ing the tHiest fri^uid 1 have in the world : I had rather 
lie liad nol justified himself I with respect to you. 

Say something kind to |pm.:/or my sake ; I love him, 
HM'l am convinced of his%ifehdship for me. 

1 have been at Versailles, 1 am not certain whether 
] have before told you so ; d'Hacqiieville and 1 wtnt 
there togetlier: we set out at three o'clock, and went 
stiMight to M. de Louvois’, whom vve found at home*. 
Tins scM iucd to me as lucky a circumstance throwing 
int o I he treise at trou-madaine. Irspoke |p him for my 
son ; he cannot have the regiment, because the ofticer 
who has the command of it is not dead. Thii^ minister 
said a thousand civil things to me; I told him I#bw tired 
we were of tlie ensigney ; ih short, all ; we 

got into our carriage again, and werl^l^t P&l^is at nine 
o’clock. 1 have sihee been at Vers^Ucs with madame 
de Verneuil, to pay, as it is M, do* 

Condom is not yet reconciled tO ttie death of 
rurcniie. Cardinal dedBouillon is so altered, I t^hould 
scarcely liav., known him : he caught sight of me, and, 
fearing he should weep, turned away instantly : I did 
the same, for I was very much affected. The ladies 
that attend the queen, are. the fjompanions of madame 
<le Montespan also. They play and sup together by 
turns, and have entertairmients if music every evening. 
Nothing is concealed, or s© much as j)rete|ided to be 
(nade a secret of; they aref.seen in triumph M#l|e pub- 
lic w'alks together; and there is no a||)earU^e of di«* 
content. 

1 have been at Clagny ; how shall I express my ad- 
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miration of it' It is tfee enchanted palace 
The building adva*||pes'^ vapidly, that you oiay 
grow under your eye : the gardens arc finis-aAI.^ 
are well acquainted with Notre’** manner of 
He has left the wood standing, whicli has an 
effect, and ban planted a grore ot orange-free- jn 'Jaige 
tubs, mid tall enough to .iopplyasbade; it is divided 
iuto walks and alJcys, bpjanded by palisadoes on each 
bide, interwoven with rosW jessamin, tuberoses, and 
pinks. This flowery fence concealing the tubs in which 
the orange-trees are planted, makes them appear to grow 
out of the ground ; and the appearance of a natural 
orange-grove in our climate, U the most beautiful, the 
most surprising, the most enchanting noveliy that can 
be imagine4i Jt is veisy much admired. I saw La Garde 
yesterday evening, who tol4i*mc, that a person from the 
army ha^ satld very fine things to llie icing of tiie che- 
valier de Griguan ami his regiment: he is very well; 
God keep him so ! 

I must gife yiou a peep behind the curtain, that will 
surprise you. The pcrfectfriendship between Quantova 
(madame de travelling friend fi 

bfiii|%een converted, for these iw^ years, into the most 
inveterate hatred. It is an aciftnony, an ant)pathy> a 
contrariety like that of white and black. You ask, 
from whence it proceeds. From the friend’s liaughtiness, 
that makes her revolt sfgainst the orders of Quantova. 
8fae does not love to obey ; she is willing to comply 
the iathe], but not with the mother. It is to 
oblige him, that she undertakes this journey, and not 

iMP^A gai^ener. It was he that laid out the gardens of iht 

lp|||eri^ a Vei sallies. 

de MdHtenon, who liad taken the young duke of Maine 
to Anvers, to put him under the care of a tjuack, who seat him beck 
worse than he came* 
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Ml the leabt to gratify her; g^v€^^ an apcwrwt^^f 
<?very thing that passes to him^ anc^^Ot to hei« He i<j 
scolded for having too much k)ve for thjHi proud wo- 
It IS thought It will not continue, unless the 
Qyp0i!^n ceases, or the success of this journey causes a 
revolution in the hearts of certain persons. 7’his secrf t 
has bien rolling, like an earthquake, under ground, those 
MiY momb'y; it begins to take air, and will, I tluak, cause 
^' 0 {? some surprise* The friends of the female friend ate 
nuch concerned at it, and it is thought that two (if 
liem have felt the ill effects of this misunderstanding,, 
)o not you wonder how it happens that we reason some- 
lines without being able to comprehend the real state 
f things ? I often say on those occasions, that a ibi ead 
as bc<n left out: we do not clearly, till the c«i- 
un IS removed, and it is ^;lien the most amusing thing 
in the world to obseive our own mistakes. ,, A gieat 
lady * could tell you, if she pleased, lioiv soon, and 
how complttciy, the heio has been forgotiigilii, in a coi- 
tain house it is quite scandalous. Ywiyi kl^Ow it is ne- 
i essaiy to make use of ciphers. 

J expect/ with imp 4 iieucoA{.|.h#t^l^ of the cbera- 
lit r de Grignan ; we vinaut frchh adviCfli e^ery botHl^^for 
we shall always be in fill oor artny has r^p assed 
tlie Rhine. I have sent you an of 'the ^tlle 

of M. do Loiges j, who has shown hiniself Worthy o£ 
Ins uncle. Heaven grant our successes may continue: 

1 believe they aie owing to the ghoiit o|^ de 


* A\)paion.tly naaibmc d’lIcuJicourt. TIic 7'Oi/^ wLer^lTttienne^Nra* 
'■(^oinplelt.l)' foigotttn it» ihe court. Jt is well liuuwp he uas 

Ixmvois, and that the kni;j appcaieJ itftea cinlMUira^cd at theclaiiiui 
1 the hejo tipou hisgiatauJc. 

t Guise-Al]>h()nse Dniloit, count de Lorg^ afterwaids duke an^ 
umrshal ot Fianet, wa^ the sun ut Fh/ibcth de la Toth deJHoudluu, 

< r ul iM. de Ttuciiae. 


r 
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renne^ which still holers about the aimy, and t< h* 
ducts it 

The coqnl de Lude is here; be is r reatfd d duke 0 
one has ever thought bf censuring Ins return ; IjafP* w, 
are some young men who appeal at mass, who ciyss^’J 
to have their ears pulkd. If v\e could ha\e exchanged 
our standaid for the regiment of Champagne, well and 
good; but ikontgaillard is not dead, and he wants mo- 
ney; this is whdt M. de Louvois told me, adding, 
Ibat I was too piudenta woman to pui chase a icgiintnt, 
when I coti|jd not get iid of the oihci situation 

Madame de ^amt V^len will be maiked. 1 have con 
tnved that het pretty nose sh dl be spoiled . mj^dainc de 
Monaco is still n^disposetf*: how mu^h you aie obligtd 
to me ’ I am lik^ y^u paidon the mnid in fa>oui ol 
the sentiments, I must retlract what I said of madauu 
dc Lang^ron : she is more atlluted tl an e\er. she is 
like the shadow of the duqhess, but she never speaks a 
word; she ntUher heaia^lior answeib: she weeps in- 
cessantly, and h«!^ ej 09 ar^ so led, that it is staicely 
possible to tecoginse.ber. ^ The duke |s here for a da\ , 
he will rejoin sloitlj. with foui 
or jdte tbousan(|jmea ; ^ has ti^en this oppouuuity to 
see the king the duch^"^ Madame de Langeron 
was dieadfuTli^^^fckt d at seeing him. 1 do not undei- 
staud love ^a proipssion, better than you do . this 
summer, it is iiothfbg but the opeilis^ wheie Mars and 
Venus s^gree well together. These aie the fiist dct» 
of thejppe^; if^^pvtrjsh to know more, jou must ask 
M, de Boissy^^bo will requne no othci ttwaid than to 
be mentioned in this lettei. 1 have recened one f^-om 
C^>rbu^l|li who is reco\ered ; he has been very ill . Iji 
is gdilg tott^iignan, at which 1 am very glad; you 
^ill talk^!ll|pe, and be good companions. Adieu, my 
dearest, loveliest child, 1 believe you io\e me, and 
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that I have nothing now to learn upon the subject of 
"your affection, which is as sincere as my own. 


now goni^ to answer your fetter of the last of 
^<y* ‘Your coiieb|)orideiJce, my dear, is excellent; 
flKrjaU^rs are conveisations ; I speak to you, and you 
answer me : I achnire your attention and exactness; but 


I desire you, not to make it a law to yoursdd’; for if it 
causes the least inconvenience to yc^^, or pie «ljghtest 
head -ache, heheve me, whatever is comfort to yovi> 


w*ll be pleasure to me; ft>r, vi ithof^ the exag- 
geration, your mUjrcht, youf pleasuie, ysftir health, 
hold the first rank amongst are neaicst 

to my, heart, 

1 shall bipgiri witli my hj 5 altfc|. my ih^ar, I desire you 
not to make youiself unea|ym||i#rt sflfc I often see M. 


de Lornie at madame de jViotitmott's, whom he is rais- 
ing from the dead. Ho approve^ the remedies 1 luve 


used, and advises me uot^ol^^ke medicine, judging that I 
am perfectly out of daiigefif<j4^ fre?>h attack of the va- 
pours X had last yo^^^afhe ! have 

had from t^Sfrtsa, hgve IfOjp 0}f {|0lr1aft adieu on tak- 
ing leave of me,s the good- 

ness of my oom|itudk%'^ He Wf9i(d 1Mb me take same 
powders before 1 go: will hf com- 

plaisance to him than s||iy /Oal oompp|| £c^ them, if 
you had heard hp'opildont^#|f yOu would 

iiave been ielifcve(f fncim all anxiety Oft Isay Opcoutit for 
the remainder of your hfe and 

rest satisfied with his count 

this inquietude for my health aml||ng tlftllffiffisCts of your 
jli^erness for me; enough uill mmain besides. 

As to the proposal of ray going»to Grignan instead of 
Ihitany, the thought has occnrrdH j t ^ me : and when- 


ever 1 would amuse myself with pleasing re'verieg, the 


f'rst thing that presents itself to me is your beautiful 



102 


tJfttTielS OF 


The tonr you propo^^e to me is so plea»* 
so far practicable, that I shall cairy the ule.i ot 
me. to Biltajiv, and often entertain mvseif with it^ 
woods; but for ihrs'-yeai, the abbe ’•ays itjs out oj 
<jue«tioii . I have other business here besides 
ui mad A no d^ Vcigne . 1 have the good ai>h< , who w i 
not be alw«>j|gp with me; I have my wn, would hi 
vtiy to find me at Latnbtsc it his re- 

very glad to see hon maintd • be as 
suiedl, thal; the desire and the hope of secinj 

you agones quit me^foi a niomeni, and th't the^ 

piest^nc the Jjttle inppints^ that 

remains to me Hlg-sit ^fUfrtfoKc season ottr p^ans. 

Tile seiovorj pte^i/bedAo me oh the OFening be* 
fUi* your lipkMi^^sh in my memoiy ; but 

as 1 cannot lecalji it|b f^y^thpughU, without fancying 
I see you entering my^ehiiiber^ and I have no longei 
the joy or the hope of so {|lO|!iiiiig itin interriew, it al- 
waya^^qot^ tne ^ 1 rptrOce in my 

mind the i^Mieiabrance is 

^11 ^did the last 
<l{^ ta-i 8ll 

I cqlpil^^ene algP ife eotihterrance, 
fkir your ions, all thic is still 

impilnted Iliire all tbe time again ; 

in suaif 111 at ; J^j^y season restoies 

some^P^»«iMII^^ my deluded thoughts* My loie for 
imierous tram of uma&iiitsscs ; 
»■ with tenderness, ill coo'^ists 

with quilt tistticpiillity in a heart organistd like 
minp. But J mast fAss over these thoughts with'o ♦ 
duelhiig tot) much on them. You sie the state of mimt 
in;»and I pfeibive, my dear, that you smile at 
lot wh it s ly*^ you to my lettei ^ I love to be aU 
conversing w ith you, and since it dots not dis« 





please^u, and gtvea me so much plomre, what harm 
^dyi^iiere be in it? Atli^ bnte moie> my dear, be- 
lV\^toe truly and solely yours^ 


LLITER ^CeeXXr. 

FIIOM MADi^E DE SEVICNl' 10 THE COl ME.DE BUSSY. 


I su\LL say no more of my claugluei^d^artme, thougll 
It IS d subj^t upon which I thinl/incei^lljr» I shall 
ne\ti be aoic to reconcile the 6 t living 

Without bci : but I must ik<^e^ihis to jofiyselL 


\oii aik me wheie 1 am, apf ktwliat way 

I amuse myheifi / nin tiealtb» 

and I amuse myaelf with tins atylo is la- 
conic] I will be more I HkpiH new be in 

Brituny« where 1 ha?e a^ht to treniocti if 

it weie not tliW^i^urb It, Sbt 

ihouwfeiliiiiiy^iM by *M* de 

Fprbin. ^ of thia 

the thread wihtei 

I have ha4 mdny^tit%ck%oHW^^^8i%|^ and tl^l| 
health, which' you have fornWljfWn «o robl|j^ him 
sustained shorU>, tliat have iSfenblcd as as if 

I h id received an insult. 

With my mode ol Irfe you me sufftiteSily acquaint* 
ej), 1 pass my tim^ with five or sist f^ale friends 
'^hose ^ocietv pieasis rne, and in the performance of a 
tliousxnd necessary duties, wliii h aie no tnviaJ concern. 
13iit what vexes me is, that the daj^ paSit^wly even 


wihtet 


if> and th1| 
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when we do nothing, and that we grow old, dU 
1 hiid great hiult with this. is too short: scvhw^ 

is our youth passed, before we find ourselves in 
I could wish to have a hundred years certain, aflf! 
ieave the rest to chance. Should you not like 
my dear cousin? But how is it to be attained? My 
niece will he of my opinion. If .she is happy in her 
marriage, Axe will inform us of it; if not, she will be 
silent upon the subject. Whatever be the event, there 
js no pleasure, no 'comfort, no happiness, that I do not 
wish her, in thi» change in her situation. I often talk 
upon ^he subject with nay niece the nun : she is very 
agreeable, and her turn of mind often reminds me of 
you. 1 cannot pay her afegher compliment. 

You are an excclleni almanac: you predicted, like 
one of the trade, all ihitt happened in Germany ; but 
you did not the deat;b of M., dc Turenne, nor 

the cannon-ball «hot at1Nln4hiai> which singled him out 
frpm ten or twelve who |ce' the hand of 

Providence in every i^li paBnon loaded 

from all eternity*. | Jperv© ev|fy thing con- 
curred to lead M* 4e Tprenfee to \he fetal spot, and I 
do not consider drehdf«tl, Supposing him to 

fie in a fit situation WJsat more was necessary ? 

He dtfcd in the atlijfeof Glory. ili$ reputation could not 
be greater; even at the moment of bis death, he had 
the pleasure of seeing mb enemies retire, and of wit- 
nessing the fruit of his conduct for three months. Long 
life will sometimes obscure the star of fame. It is al- 
ways safest to cut to the quick, and especially with 
heroes whose actions are so scrutinised. l(“ the coin^'t 
had died after the taking of or the relief 

♦ ft is plfasjng to t)l)§,ervc, that she felt the heaurv of this cxpif ssion, 
laatle use of it to more than ont of her friends. 
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^ and tho marshal de ****f after the bat- 
would they not have been more re- 
M. cic Tureivne did not feel the pain of death : 
J^rydd reckon that as nothing? You know the general 
gV»ei^’?ccasioned by his loss, and the creation of eight 
new rrlarshals of France in consequence of it. 

Vaubruii was killed in the last action, which loaded 
"IVI. de liOrges with honours: we must see the end of 
this. We shall he in continual alarm till we know 
whether our troops have repassed the Rhine. Then, 
as the soldiers say, we shall bo all confounded together, 
with only the rivei between us. Madame de Grignan 
is at hci count! V -veat. What a fate is mine! Provi- 
tlence ! Providence! Adieu, my dear co^int. My dear 
niece, adieu. I beg a thousand rertiembranccs to M. 
and madame de 'loulonjon. 1 like the little countess 
extremely. I was not at Montefon a quarter of an 
hour before we wcie as golod frlehds as if We had known 
each other all our hves ; it wa^^because she has great 
quickness of uudeiliitandiiig, «ti4;'^^had no time to Jose. 
My son remains in Flanders; will not go to Ger- 
many. I have thought of you a thousand times since 
ail these events have taken place.^ 


i;etter ^cccxxiL 


FROM THE COUNT DE BUSSY TO MADAME DE SEVIGNE. 


Oiaseu, August 11 , 167s. 

I RECEIVED your letter yesterday, which, loiifg as it is. 
I^j^ssure yon, my dear nindain, 1 thought too short, 
'VVhelhcr style be, as s ly, laconic, or whether 
it be diifuse, your letters, in my opinion, contain charms 

•f Who vbe coma d’ Is, we do not know; but the other is mat* 
slud du Flessis-lVaslin, wlio beat Tiucnoc at Rbetc I. 
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thnt ore no ivhrrc else to he found ; nnd it cymot 
snid, that it is toy friendship for you that cmbcU’'f 
them, siijpe persons of discernment, who are 
qnainU'd with yon, have admired them equally/ T 
is praise enough for the present. Isuiogiums ou* 
to l.e like yottr letters: to be good, they cannot be too 
short. You shall pasfti you say, the winter in IJrltany ; 
that is very kind to maciamc de Grignan. It is [>lain 
that, in lier absence, all countries are alike to you. 1 
pity you for subject to the vapours. It is a dis- 
agreeable, ralfihef than a dangerous disorder, I)ut it is 
still to be dr^Sded’; Its that gives birth to it, 
and fear thlt'nourisbes juid- increases it. It would be 
inuch less, did hot jfehey it , would kill us. Wo 
blust not, thereforCi bbliOtO this; for in reality it has not 
lihe power. 1 agi^^^Wth that life is too short: <i 
hundred yeaVi cfertaJjl^ w a reasonable time. Yon 
ask me what tve shotfW do. tb attain this [>eriod. After 
mature reflection, ttese^are all the means I ean discover, 
not indeed to preserye Wt^ with any degree of certaiiu 
but, appafently, to prbloJng it; sleep little, to cat 
little, to be grave sorne- 

times, and somctloieajigay ; for if we were always em- 
ployed in pleasure, life would'be too short, and if wc 
were always saaf we shopold soon die of grief. Made- 
moistdle ile Hussy is of my opinion, and intends ti- u : 

. regimen, Though her liivsbaml should nO ' 1 ' 

eviery thing she could wish, she is determined not tod' s/ 
a day the sooner. She will, in that case, site says, ,e •- 
deavour to outlive him. 
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LETTER CCCXXIJL 

rivOM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO MADAME DE GUIGNAN. 

Paris, FriJayy Aiig. 9. U>75. 

As my note of Wednesday Avas so very short, 1 forgot 
many things I had to say to yon. M. Boucherat writes 
me word, that the coadjutor did wonders at a confer- 
ence hold at St. Germain on Monday night, upon the 
affair of the clergy in his diocese. The tei^hops of Con- 
dom and of Agen told trie the same, when I was at 
Versailles. I am per.suackd lie will acquit himself as 
well in his speech to the . s6 that he will always 

merit our praise. 

Our poor friends have repassed the Rhine very hap- 
pily, after having beaten- the enemy. This is very 
much to the honour of Mj: ?I<orges. We all wish the 
king may send him a matilaBs gialf^ after an action so 
noble, so useful, and of which he alone has the merit. 
Jlis Ijorse was killed nnder him by a ball, which passed 
between his legs; so that it may be said that he was 
imouiiUhI on a cannon-ball. Pruyjdehce, however, di- 
rected it, and many others. We to$t in this action the 
marquis de MoiUbrun, and perhaps do Monlart, 
brother to the prince d’Harcourt, your cousin-german. 
The loss of the enemy wais very great by tl:eir own 
confession ; they had four thousand men killed. We 
lust but w ven or eight huiulred, TLic duke de Sault, 
the cficvaller de Grignan, and tlu* cavalry under their 
distinguished themselves, 'i'he fingbsh per- 
formei! thing-, almost incretiible. In a word, we have 
been very fortunate, it is said thatM. de Moniecuculi, 
after iiaviug sent bis compliments to M. de Lorges, and 
expressed his grief for the loss of so great a gencruh 
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iriformctl him, that he might repass the Rliine jyithoi^^.^ 
niolevStatibn ; that he would not expose his rt putatiif^,';t^y 
the ragenf an army inflamed with grief for the Jv)ss>?>f 
their beloved general, and to the valour of 
I’renehmcn, which nothing could resist in their first 
impetuosity. In reality, the engagement was not ge~ 
neral ; and only tlie troops which attacked us were de- 
feated. Many courtiers, whom I dare not, in prudeiioe, 
name, have signalised themselves in mentioning M. de 
Lorges to the king, and in stating the reasems which 
ought to make him immediately a inarshal of France, 
but without effect, lie has only the government of 
Alsace, and a pension of twenty thousand livres, which 
Vaubrun had. Ah! this is not what he wanted. The 
count d’Auvergne has the situation of colonel-general of 
the cavalrj^ and the government of Limousin. Car- 
dinal de Bouillon is very mt^h grieved. 

Our good cardinal has iwritten again to the pope, 
telling him, that he cannot but hope, that when his ho- 
liness had seen the reasons that influence him, he would 
yield to his most humble prayers to receive his resigna- 
tion : bu^we believe that the pope, who is infallible, 
and who does nothing in vain, will not so much as read 
bis letter, having written his answer beforehand, like 
our little friend whom you know. 

Let us talk of M. de Turenne ; it is long 
mentioned him. Do you not wonder that 
ourselves happy in having repassed the Rhine, 

•what we should have been grieved at, if he 
liviug,-seems a happiness now he is no more ? 
the loss of one man will effect. 

Let me call your attention to something that appears 
to me exlremet^oble : I can fancy myself to be read- 
ing the Romafffllstory. St. Hilaire, lieutenant-general 
of the artillery, stopped M. de Turenne, who was going 
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^th^ I* \v;iy, to show Iiloi a battery : it was just as if 

jvuad s,v!(l, Pray, sir, stop a little, it is here you 
;,u' ' lb* be killed.” A ball t(*ok offtiie arm of St. Hilaire, 
VvIioVas pointing to the l)atie!y, aiwi killed M. c!c 7u- 
rerine. The son of St. Hilaire threw himself upon 
his father, weepitig and lamentini^. ** Hold y-*ar peace, 
my son,” said he : sec,” poirning to iVI. de 'riirennc 

who lay d<‘ad, “see here a loss that njust be wept eter- 
itally ; a loss that is irreparable.” Without puyittg the 
least attention to himself, he was wholly taken up in la- 
menting this great man. The nobleness of the senti- 
ment drew tears of admiration frOni M. de la Roche- 
foucault. 

M. de Turenne’s gentleman, who is returned again 
from the antiy, says that the chevalier de Grignan has 
performed the most heroic actions ; that he returned 
five times to th<' charge ; that his cavalry forced the 
enemy to retreat, and that |us uncommon vigour decided 
the fate of the battle. M. de Boufflers also acted nobly, 
as did the duke <le Sault, atid particularly M. de Lorges, 
who proved himself the nephew of a hero. I re- 
turn to the ciievalier de Grignan, and cannot help won- 
dering that he has not been wounded, in pushing for- 
ward so much as he has done into the very heart of the 
enemy. M. de Tureniie had clothed at his owm expense 
an English regiment, and there were only nine handred 
francs found In his colfer. His body is carried to Tu- 
renne : many of his people, and even of his friends, 
have followed it. 'fhe duke de Bouillon is returned, the 
chevalier de Coisllri because he is ill ; but the chevalier 
fie Vendome, on the very eve of the battle : every one 
exclaims at this, and even the beauty of madame de 

* Afterwards Heutenant^^neral of the artillery, and of the king** 

a any, ia the room of his father. 
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Liide • <l^»es not excuw him. Tim dakc do Villcr/.l is- 

i\\CO?solable at the death ol'M. dc Turemw. lie 

V\\?il \l \s tvot m thu power .of fortune to do him miy Jai’’- 
ther liariti, sfior luivioH' dejirived him ol tiie pleasure* 
of beinc^ luvf.’d and cstceuiGcl by su(-ii a oian. 

LETTER CCCXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, Ang. 12, 

1 SEND you one of the most charmin<c aecouuis we have 
yet had of the death of M. de I'nrenue: it is from the 
young manjtiis de Feunuieres lo madame de Vins, and 
was written for M. de Pomponne. This minister tells 
me it is a better account than the king rccti\ed : it is 
true, that this kittle Feiujuier^s f lias a spice of Arnauld 
ill his head, which makes write belter than any of 
our courtiers; 

I am just returned from a visit to cardinal de Bouillon. 

He is so altered, you would hardly know him; he asked 
much after you, and does not in tlie least doubt your 
feeling upon the occasion. He told me several afiect- 
ing anecdotes of M. de Turenne; This great man was 
certainly very fit lo die : for iiis life had l;een a conti- 
nued scene of innocence and integrity. He asked the 
cardinal, at Whitsuntide, wliclher he might not com - 
immicate without previous confession. It is m phew an- 
sw^ered him ill the negative; bec?)use he could not be 
assuml that he had committed no oileoce agamst God 

■/ , ^ ' V,, 

Canoness of Poiissai. It appears ihal ilii* kdy uKcrv\ar<is bc- 
iyeiil,by die king. . 

And'.ony (le-Pas^gitearquis de Ft nquit-res, a\itl)(*v ot the Alunoirt’s 
stir Ui Guerre, tfe grandson of Aiuk AriiuuUl, iKc- uuui ot M, 

Ariiauld d’Auililli. 
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' since I'iastcr : M. rie Turenne then inrornicul him oi his 
situation ; lie was a thonsand leajrnes (list ant from the 
^^oifiiriission of any niortul sin. However he uanit to 
confession, in compliance with custom : ** But/’ says 
he, must 1 confess to Kecolet, as to iVL de 8t. Gev- 
vais ? Is it the^same thing ?’^ In truth, Ids was a soul 
worthy of heaven : it was too nearly allied to tiod, and 
TUld preserved itself too incorruptly^: nnt to return to him 
immediarely. He was extremely fond of' M. d^Elbeufs 
son who is a little miracle of valour, at fourteen years 
of age. lie sent him last year to pay his respects to 
i\I. dt Lorraine, who said to him, “ My little cousin, 
you are too happy i’l being able to see and hear M. de 
'jYireiine every day : you have no father, no IViend, no 
relation, but this great man : kiss his footsteps as he 
passes, and think it a happiness to die at his feot.’^ The 
poor child is almost dead with grief ; but grief of rea- 
son more than of childishnjsss, which it is feared may 
prove fatal to Idrii. The count d’Auvergne has taken 
him with him ; for he has nothing to expect from Ids 
father. Cavoye is afTlicted in form. The duke de Ville- 
Toi has written lionie letters, in the excess of his grief, 
expressed in such strong terms, as make it necessary to 
conc.t<d them. He acknowledges no fortune, no favour, 
superior to that of having been beloved by this hero ; 
al declares, that he now holds in contempt the esteem 
ul favour of every luiman being, let what will come 
it. M. de Marsiliac has signalised himself with re- 
t to M. de Lorges, by declaring, that he merited a 
greater reward than lUe spoils of M. de Vaubrun. 
nly nothing cou'd have been more edifying, no- 
di more encouraging, as an example, than to h^ve 

Henry clc Lovniine, clnke d’JElbeul^ son of Charles of Lorraine 
ar.d LlizubetU de k Tour de BcuiUon, M. de Tureime's niece. 
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sent him a niarsihal’s stalf, in return ft>r such great 
success. 

Madame de Coulangcs sends me word how easily 
will be comforted if she s[)cnd the winter at Lyons, arui 
how glad she is that you are at your seat. 1 inform 
her in general of the commissions you send me, which 
proceed from the same kind intention ; sometimes to 
prevent the one from receiving consolation, arid some- 
times that the other may be marked witli the small-pox 
and be ill; in short, I tell lier what pains I take to exe- 
cute your commissions. She writes us admirable let- 
ters, and often speaks of the delightful hatred that sub- 
sists between you. 

The chevalier de Lorraine is retired to an abbey he 
has in Picardy : madame de Monaco met him at Chilli; 
but could not dissuade him from going. He is thought 
to be a little out in his politics : and it is imagined that 
he will fmd hirnsSoif caught. It is suincwhat extraordi- 
nary to desire a principal officer to be dismissed, whose 
conduct has given satisfaction *; and yet he sets his re- 
turn at no less a price. He might perhaps have been 
indulged some years ago ; but the times are altered : 
we arc not fickle for having changed once. It is not 
true that the marquises d^Effiat and Volonne have re- 
signed, but a.s they accompanied the chevalier to Chilli, 
it is probable they will feel disgust while tliis disgrace 
lasts. La Garde w ill have told you what M. de Lou- 
vois said to madame Laiiglee ; and how well pleased 
his majesty is with the conduct of the chevalier de Gri- 
^^^gnan. If there is any happiness for a man in this life, 

. het^must certainly enjoy it, in the glory he has acquired 
oPniis occasion; not a relation, nor even an indiffer- 

• By this officer is meant Monsieur, whom the chevalier de Lorraine 
govcrt\(;4 as a master, or railter as a mistreu. 
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«iit person, mentions him hot in terms of the highest 
oncomiuin : had it not been for his breast-plate, he had 
been •a (lead man. He received a riiinjbt?r of Wows 
upon that blessed cuirass: he luver wore one before. 
Providence I Provlcierice ! 

When the lu-ws came of the death of IVL de Turenne, 
a servant of the archbishop of lUieims awoke him, at 
'TTv&¥>’ci(j(k in the morning, to ac(|ualnt him with it: 
he askeri if the army was defeated ; he told him, no : 
upon which he reproved his valet-de-chambre for wak- 
ing him, calkui him rascal, drew his curtains again, and 
resumed his nap Farewell! child. What can I say 
after tliis r 

I send you this account at five o^clock in the evening; 
I make up my packet alone. M. de Coulangcs has been 
here, and would copy it. I hate that beyond measure. 
I have remembered you t« M. de Pomponne, and ma- 
danie de Vins, who arc pleased that you think of them, 
I told the former how deiignted you were that you had 
nothing to do with the foolish (juarrels of Provence ; 
he laughed, and I mentioned the reasons of your wis- 
dom : he wished the Bretons would amuse themselves 
in quarrelling instead of revolting. I saw madame de 
Kouille at her own house ; I always thought her agree- 
able ; I ihouglu 1 was at Aix. J should like her daugh- 
ter f extrinnely, but she has higher views. Madame 
Vernueil, and madame la imirechalo de Castelnau, 
liavc just been admiring your picture ; they like it ex- 
tremely, but it is not so handsome as you. 

* This livliffriviice in thr biDther of M. de Louvoi* cannQt be con- 
.-Icl' ieJ :is at all wonderful. 

t No doubt, for ?*i. dc Sdvign^. 
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LETTER CCCXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Verftfillles, Tuesday, Aug. l.'i, at irudniglit, .l<)75. 
This is the -news cf tl>e day. The Ulnjj; has ju.st said 
that the duke of Zell having besieged d i eves, ajuj^'.hTr 
marshal ile Crequi being on the rnarcri towards lorn, 
the duke had raised the siege, set i’ne to his own 
ramp, passed the river on thivt* bridges, charged Uic 
maishal in flank, i^H^ttd him, and taken all his cannon 
and baggage^ that th.e infantry are cut to [)ieefc’s, and the 
cavalry in a deplorable condition ; and th.at it was not 
known what had become of the marshal do Croqui. It 
is imagined, that the enemy has again returned before 
Tr6ves, w hich is now wkho^^t a goverimr ; for M, de 
Vignori, going to visit a battery, was thrown by his 
hoise into the ditch, iitd killed on the spot '*** : poor La 
Marcl^ and the chevalier de Cauvisson are killed. To* 
morrow we shall jknow tb^ rest. All this came from 
the king’s mouth ^ so that I think there is no room to 
doubt of its having been ft complete defeah 


WeclncsduY, August 14, 

1 have been running about all the niornmg, to pick up 
some news about l/aTrousse and de Sanzt i : not a word 
is said of the latter. Some say, tliut La Trousse is 
wounded ; and other.s again, tliat it is not known where 

♦ It was said, that. M. dc Vignori, the governor (.( 'ruVes, had re- 
ceUNi orders to make a sidly IVoni the towu with die greater yurt 
of his garrison, and to j<nn niUisiial d^XJrequl during the hear, of* tlie 
6^t; but that not having liad the prof-aution lo coaiinunieuie this u» 
the officer next in commund under him in tlic town, hir. sudden d**atU 
leatirely frustrated all the marshal's measures. 
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he is : but it appears pretty certain that lie is not dead, 
because we know tiie names of st> many of inferior rank 
that Veil. The consternation is vc.ry great. There is 
nothing now to hiii<ler this victorious army fVoin join- 
ing Montecuculi, who has passed the Rhine at Stras- 
bourg*; which .has received the German troops, nol- 
withstaiuliiig its neutrality. Il'is imagined, that tlie 
baiS^staie of the prince’s bealth will not perniit him to 
be at the head of our ar^>y. ^ What an unlucky eifenm- 
stance for his repiitation^*!' Ikiras has at present the sole 
command : when he wrote to the king, to retnrn him 
thanks for his promotion, he begged leave to observe to 
his majesty, that he was much less deserving of the ho- 
nour of being marshal of France, than his brother M. de 
Lorges. The enemy are very proud of the death of M. 
de Turenne : see the eficcts of this event ! Their cou- 
rage is restored : I scarcely dare write it, but the con- 
sternation here is very general : this is the second time 
I have told you of it, Madatme de Miri is in gteat 
pain about her brother : it wotild be very extraordinary 
if La IVottsie fthouM have eica)>ed, m the .situation he 
was in. We have no positii^e list of the'killed yet ; but 
the number is certainly gieat, by those we already hear 
of. The situation of poor madame dc Creqoi and ma- 
dame dc la 'Irous^e is dreadful ; for they neither of 
them know what is become of their husbands, 

* I'liis tOH'n was then governed in the nature of a republic, and did 
not become svibieet to the dominion of France till ai'ter tlie 30th of 
fSep; ember, 1681, 
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IJTI'ER CCCXXVl. 

TO THE SAME, 

P(ixi&« F’ru.\iy, 16, lOys. 

I coVhD all you write to rue of iVl. de Turennc in- 
svrled in a funeral oration. There an uncornWioii 
beauty and energy in yournilfyle ; it has all the force 
of eloquence that can be ins|)»^d by grief. Thriili not, 
iny child, that the remembrance of liim can be lost in 
this country : the torrent that sweeps every thing away, 
cannot remove a memory so well established : it is con- 
secrated to immortality. I was the other day at M. de la 
Rochefoucaiilt’s, with madaine de Lavurdin, M. de Mar- 
sillac, and madame de la Fayette. The premier joirn'd 
us. The conversation, which lasted two hours, turned 
wholly on the divine qualities of this true hero : the 
eyes of every one were bathed in tears ; and you can- 
not imagine how deeply the grief of his Joss is engraved 
on all their hearts* Yon have exceeded us in nothing, 
but in the satisfaction of sighing aloud, and of writing 
his panegyric. We remarked one thing, which was, 
that it is not at hiS death only, that the largeness of his 
heart, the extent of his knowledge, tlie elevation of his 
mind, are admired ; aft this the world acknowledged 
during his life. How much this admiration is increased 
by his death, you may easily suppose. In a word, my 
dear, do not think that the death (d* this great man is 
regarded here like that of others, ^’ou may talk of it 
as muchai'^ you [xlease ; but do not ‘.uppost; your grief 
iikmexceed ours. Tbat none of the devotees have yet 
tafceifit into their heads to doubt whether !ns soul were 
in a good state, proceeds from the perfect esteem every 
person felt for him ; it is nut po^dible to comprehend 
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that .ji!i or guilt coaid find a place in IiIk heart; his 
conversion’**, so sincere, appeared to us like a baptism. 
Ever^ one speaks of the innocence of his irianiiers, the 
])urily\ of his intentions, his unaffected humility, liic 
solid glory that filled bis heart, without haughtiness or 
ostentation, his iovc of virtue for its own sake, v/ithoui 
regarding the ap[)robation of men, and, to crenvn ail, 
eiierous and Christian chant\r. J>id not I teii you 
ofti)'; ivginuMit he clothed,? , It cost him fourteen thou- 
sand tVaiics; and left I dtp almost penny less. The En- 
glish u^ld ;VJ. de I.orges, that they would continue to 
serve this campaign avenge his death ; but that they 
would aitcr^watds r<fetii(', not being able to serve under 
any other general afier nJ. de 'Furenne. When some 
of the licw troops gr.'*vv a little iinpafient in thS mo- 
rasses, >vhere they were up to the knees in water, the 
old soMiers animaUtd them thus: What! do you 

complain? It is plain you do not yet know M. de Tu- 
renne : he is more grieved than we are,. when we arc in 
any didicnlty; lie thinks of nothing at this moment but 
of removing us hence ; he, wakes, while we sleep ; he 
is a father to us ; it is easy to see that you are but 
young soldicrws/^ It was thujiivtliey encouraged them. 
All I tell yon is true ; Ido not load you with idle stories 
to aiiius'.’ you because yon are at a distance ; this would 
be chcatiog you, niul youmay rely uj)on what 1 write to 
you as lirmlv. as on what 1 should tell you, if you were 
liere. i return to t he state of his soul. It is really re- 
markalile that no isealot has yet thought fit to doubt, 
wli other it has pleased God to receive it with open arms, 
as one of tlie best and noblest he ever created : reflect 
a little upon tliis general assurance of his salvation, and 
vou will find it is a sort of miracle scarcely known but 
nj Ids caic. 


lie va-'- oricjinally a prc.tr*'ant. 



r.ETa’ESM 01? 


il8 

'rhe king has said of a certain person whoae ab:,i:nce 
last winter delighted you, that he had neither head Oor 
heart ; these were his very words. ?»I. de Rohan, with 
a handful of men, has dispersed and put to flight the 
mutineers, who were formed in troops in Ins duchy of 
Rohan. Our troops are at Nantes, commanded by 
Fourbin ; for Vins is still a subaltern. Fourbinhs orders 
are to obey M. de Chaulncs : but as M. de Chaulr;!;::?^ 
at Fort-Lewis, Fourbin in eflfecthas the command. You 
understand what tiiese imaginary honours are, which 
remain without action in those who h.ave the name cd' 
commanders. M. de I..avardin wished much to have 
thiji command : he has b(*en at the head, of an old re- 
giment, and pretends it was aii honour due to liirn ; but 
his efaim was not admitted. It is said, that our muti- 
neers have sued for pardon : I suppose they will obtain 
it, after a aufheient number Itave been hanged. M. de 
Chamillart, %vho was odious to the provuu:e, is reuiovcil ; 
and L\L de Mursillac, who is a W'orthy man,, is made in- 
tendant. These disorders no longer prevent me from 
taking my journey ; but there ijs something here I am 
unwilling to leave ; I have not v^et been able to go to 
Llvi'b however my inclination may tempt me ; time 
must be taken as it comes ; \ye wish to be in the cenlr»- 
of news, in these <i l it i cal times. 

l.,ct me add a word more conccviiing i\I. de Turenne. 
He had made an acquaintance v^ilh a shepherd, w ho 
knew the roads and the country well ; he used to take 
him along w illi him, ami order his tniops to be posted 
according to his direction, lie had a gn at atihciion for 
this shepherd, and esteemed him as a man of good plain 
He said that colonel Rec owed his rise to a si* 
rallaf qhlSity ; atul that he believed this shepherd would 
n^ke his fortune as he had tlone. He wars pleased w ith 
having coatiived to make hi'i u*ooj)s w ithout, dan 
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ai)cl said to IM, deRoye, ^'In good earjiost this secQis 
no ill perlbrniancc, and 1 believe M. de Monte** 
^ciili will not find itso/^ It is indeed esteemed a mas- 
ter|>ie<;;e of military skill. Madame de Villars has seen 
another account since the day of battle, in wdjich it is 
said that the chevalier de Grignan performed wonders, 
both in respect of valour and prudemee : God preserve 
'iniii t tlie courage* of JM. de Turenne seems gone 
over to the enemy, and they think nothing impossible, 
since the (hd'eat of marshal de Crequi. 

M. de la I'tmillade went post to Versailles the other 
day, wlieie he surprised the kirig, and said to liim, 
** kSire, some” (meaning Rochefort) send Ibr their 
\\ ives, and some come to see tlicm: I am come only 
to sec your majesty, and to thank you a thousand 
and a thousand liiucs. I shad see nobody besides your 
in ’ ,o.sly> for it is t<> you 1 owe every thing.” lie talked 
a long while with the king, and then taking his leave, 
s.iifl, *• Sire, I aiv} going; I lieg you to make my com- 
]ii;oieiits to the ipnarn and ihe dauphin, and to my wife 
aid children." And In*’ mounted his horse; and in 
reality, saw no oilier person. This little sally |>leased 
tluj king muci) : in* told the court, laughing, how lie. 
.u ai been liKcie il:e. bearer ofM. de Feuillaiie’s cornpli- 
nu ;its. it i.s a :;re:it ihlng to bo happy-; every thing 
d en succeed . ; nothing is taken amiss. 

LlifTTR GCCXXVll. 


JO THE SAME. 

FjU'is. Fiitlay evening, Aug. 16, i67,S. 
leiigih, my <lcar, ?*I. do la Trousse is found. 1 ad- 
nnre his good fortune in this atlair : after having plpt" 
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foiineJ wonders at the bead of iirs hitfdhon, be m» 
rounded ])y two squauioii'* ot the enemy’s horse, sc 
lompkltly, th it no one k/it w how it woiTltl end ,* when 

on a suddtn he finds hrm'>elf pnsoner to V horn ^ 

*lhe marquis dc Grain, with whom he was intimate for 
BiK months at C’olo<Tn(, and with whom he had culti- 
\ated a close fncnd^'hip. 'iou mayjiid£re how he will 
be treated* Ik has a pretty little wound, wlneSiTTn 
fuiiiibh linn with an excellent pit i for p issrne; the \iri- 
t r^e at [ a I ton sr im theie is no reason to doubt that 
In wid l)t r i !(. is< d ( n his p Hole , aiid, w h it IS St ill bet- 
tn, will nn ( » w ih tht most ta\oui rble rtciption at 
<^ouit o iiin^ ( *n pxcnii thi < onu'iatulalions and 
cnmplrinent^ i* it ! >\l betn mult him b^ all Ins blends 
on this oc 11 I rtall} pit^ him for liaMirg so many 
thank'* to ] oui 1* * t hevitie to hast taivtd his own 
i iitun? , (onld lie ha e done it more completely to hi'^ 
widn X** ioi lioin st San/< 1, wc hue no new>ol Imn, 
wh ch do^^ not look v^ell. Maikhal dc Grtqm is at 
'i 1 < \ e , it u a t ii IS so It ported, and tli it h s pt ople saw 
him cio^i the ii\ei, witli tliue others, in a niiseiabk 
liiiU Ik at lbs wilt is di tiaetcd with giici, not hav- 
ing heiid i s\ llab e iiom luni‘-( If loi my part I itally 
think he lus been oiowiKil, oi ( 1 st kilnd b\ tliepca 
sanls in ms w ly to Imms in sboit, iiiititis uppeai 
to riiP to ^ o I dcliv on *dl nits, Lr lioiusi t\e( [ited. 

1 lie pi me ' « n bis j>uiiKy low aids (ieiman\. The 
dukr u aiK d\ theu. M <U la 1 1 Uiliade is gone to 
a-'Stinbb scaUi u li ii mams of the majshar> aini\ 

in Older to join ilu pti nc Wc siiould not make aim t- 
nacs : but jf the intm\ should na\e taken JJaguenan, 
Ife It isi’rq^Ofted, n tp \df inloim us thUisnotso 
well, tf jou comp! »in ot w uit ol news, you ait leall} 
Vi<M‘v to please it i» n y oriinion that ) ou wib 
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nDt be i'n want of extraordinary events for some time. 
\V"o are toid here than the troops at Messina are quietly 
reirn barked, and returning to Provence. 

Til e\ coadjutor had composed his speech in the cus- 
‘ tomary style of a panegyric: but now it would be.ra- 
ther unseasonable ; so he has passed over the present 
situation of affairs with admirable skill and address : he 
TvTlf'kiforrn you of tlie turn h<i has given to our late un- 
happy ailhir • and provided this be well ingrafted, it 
will make one of the finest and most elegant jiavts in his 
speech. 

What says the count to all this news ? It; is he I 
rnngratulatc on the glorious behaviour of the chevalier, 
bt. lleieni lost two nephews in a week. The eldest had 
cotiiniand of the regiment of cavalry : I had .some 
'fjougliLs of asking it for your brother, but niadame de 
Viontrevel applied for it, with as much earnestness as 
;he (lid for a husband, and how was it possible to refuse 
ncr? Tfiey say La IMark is not dead ; I am sorry for 
bis wife, and perhaps for his mistress. 


li-:tti*:u cccxxvui. 


TO THE SAME. 

Paris, iSIouday, Aug. lO, lfi75. 

; i roiN this letter, but shall not finish it till 1 have told 
vou a great many things. 1 am thinking which I shall 
ciioose first. 

J must relate some excellent things that have been 
*ai(l by the king, and which it will gratify yOu to hear, 
lie was sensible of the loss he hud sustained in M, ,de 
furenne : he was for some time llioughtful, and coul^ 
i'jt but attribute our last misfortune* to the beijj^g de* 

* See the Letter of die lath 
^ HI. r. 
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privc!4l of that experienced general. One of the cour- 
tiers wishing to make him believe that our loss had 
been trifling, he replied, that he hated such dissimula- 
tion, for tlie defeat was the complotest imaginal ‘le. He 
told those who seemed inclined to excuse marshal do 
Creqiii, that he acknowledged him to be a brave man; 
" but what vexes me/’ added Ibe king, ** is, that my 
troops have been so shamefully beaten by pcrsorv^.’who 
know nothing but how to play at basset : certain 1 3’ the 
duke of Zell is but a young player; this, however, is 
a tolerable sp(!Ctmen of lii.; skill.” Another courtier 
asking, what business th(‘ marshal had to begin the at- 
tack; the king replied, h^^ repeating a story which he 
remembered of the duke of Weimar and which was 
extremely applicable to the occasion. This duke of 
Weimar happening to be in France, an old man of the 
name of I^araberc, and one of the knights of the cor- 
don-blcu, said to him, speaking of an engagement that 
bad terminated in a similar manner, '' But why, sir, 
did you give batth ' ?” — ** Because, sir,” said the duke, 
** I thought to have gained a victoiy and then turning 
upon his lieel, he asked the standers-by, Who is that 
blue-ribbon fool ?” The application of this story mu'^.t 
have been highly amusing. M. de Lorraine was vcjy 
unw^illing to obej^ the young duke of Zell, who is bro- 
ther to the duke of Hanover; but the duke of Zell, 
who had all his troops there, wished to command them 
himself: and every thiiig succeeded to his wish. JVo- 
thing has been heard of marshal de (hequi since he was 
allien iu the little boat: for my part, I believe him tiead. 

valier de l.orraiiie is no longer thought of; he 
is abbeys this is no time for trifling news. I have 
Hentall your letters. 1 shall s|)eak to M. de Pomponne 

One of the greatest generals of die seventeenth century. 
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About the mousd'^ncur. In the mean time, I fancy M, 
d’e Vivonno has his passport without any farther conse- 
quences; and as it is certain that you ought not on any 
accov;nt to disohiige him, 1 would, in your place, write 
him a note, and slip in a motiscigneur in honour ©f his 
family ; as to the others, we will dispute it with them 
a little, such as Ueuvron and Lavardin, w^ho make their 
wi ies, aunts, and mothers, write to them in that style. 
1 know this to be a faclj^ and that they are for delaying 
the decision It is imagined that d’Ambres will be 
worsted in his dispute with marshal d’Albret, and that 
the rule will he made general. The king, however, 
to decide the business in a few days. 


Monday night. 

I have had an hour’s conversation with M. de f©m- 
{)onne and madamc deVins: and after having gone 
vjkver several subjects, amongst which Provence had its 
'slvAve, I mentioned the ?nonse?gnenr. ** Ah, for God’s 
sake, madame,” said M. de Pornjionne to me, let M« 
de Grignan keep clear of Monsieur, or he will make his 
court badly. The king has explained himself in the 
athiir of th(^ marquis d’Ambres, who must knuckle. 
jMaishal de Grammont in his way, that the count de 
Guiclic was not a mean fellow, without birth or dignity, 
and tlr.it he never boggled at givving the title of 7 nonsci^ 
^.rncaruy any marshal of France; th^^refore, I beg that 
M. de Grignan will follow my advice in this matter.’^ 
These were his very words; 1 write them as they came 
from his lips; so 1 would not have you hesitate with 
]M. de Vlvonnc : you may avoid writing to the others; 
but if you do write to them, as marshal de Grammont 


Tlicjc was a dispute at tliat tluir, whetlior a marshal; of France 
had a riytit to he styled Moubelgiicur in writing to hijtjp. ^ 

G 2 
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says^ you must not boggle. It is now four days since 
the king explained himself uf3on the subject, and the 
partisans of marshal dc Grammont support it with all 
th^ir might Madame de Vins desired me to give^you 
thp fullest assurances of her esteem, and to tell you it 
18 not every one on whom she bestows it. Mesdames 
de Vi liars and de St. Geran came in a little after we 
had done talking: the latter has spoken to the king," 
and requested that the goveriinllnt, which was the late 
Vaubrun's, might be conferred on her husband. She 
trembled so very much at first, that she could scarcely 
utter a word ; but when she had recovered herself, no 
one could s[)eak better ; but, after all, I tliink she will 
not succeed. 

Nothing could be more elegant or better-delivered 
thi^the coadjutor’s speech : he toughed upon the late 
disaster with a grace and delicacy that surprised every 
one ; the courtiers were particularly strucjjc ; a variation 
of phrase is so novel, that he gladh^ embraced the op- 
portunity Voiturie wished for in his letters to the prince, 
and made as good a use of it as Voituic himself could 
have done. The king praised him highly ; and said to 
the dauphin, ** What would you give to speak as well 
as the coadjutor?” — Sire,” replied M. Montausier, 

this is not our business: it% enough lor u^, if we 
know how to answer.” 

I have to thank Jjie (Srignans for all the honour they 
do me, andjthe compliments I have lately received from 
Germany and Versailles; I wnsh the elder Crignan hall 
some favour at court, that 1 might have compliments 
also from^Provence. M. de la Trousse has vvi itteii to 
his W'ife : he is prisoner to his good friend the marquis 
de Graha, by whom he is treated with tlie utmost po- 
litaSfejgts- Ne is perfectly recovered from his w^ound. 
Mid is in good h^lth ; never, surely, w as man so for- 
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tiinate ! it looks as if’ the whole action was brought aboilt 
purely to heighten his glory. He writes word, that M. 
do San^i is certainly killed, and I tliink it must be so; 
for, resides that there is not the least account of him, 
he was the man most likely to sacrifice himself when 
he saw Ids regiment behave ill. flowever, we shall 
soon have certain intelligence. 

>am not yet cietermuud about my departure; it de- 
pends on a conference tfiat is to be held at M. dte PHom- 
meavds, where we sliall reason upon the state of affairs. 
I’lie heroes body is not carried to Turenne, as 1 was 
told, but to St. Doaiik, v. hcre it is to be laid at the foot 
of the tomb of tlie Bourbons. A chapel is intended to 
be ei ecu d the bodie s, which are to be taken out of 
the hole in which they now are, and M. de Turenne 
will be the first that will b%f>laced in it. There are al- 
ready ^four great captains at tb^ir master’s feet; but 
were there not, inethinks he has a right to be first. In 
all the places through which this illustrious corpse 
passes, nothing is to be heard but cries and lamenta- 
tions, people doweling to touch the bier, and proces- 
sions to meet or follow it without number; so that those 
who have the charge of it are obliged to proceed by 
night. If it comes through Paris, it will occasion uni- 
versal grief t 

I have just been told from good authority, that the 
co\irtiers, thinking to make their court to perfection, 
told the king, that w'hole squadrons, and even batta- 
lions, at a time, were every moment coming intoThioa- 
ville and Metz, and that our loss had in fact^been little 
or nothing. His majesty, like a man of hohour, was 
disgusted with such barefaced flattery, and said to 
them, Why, here are more troops than I had at fest.’* 
Marshal de Graminont, who has a readier tu|;n, of^it 
than any of the rest, answered, ** May it please your 
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majesty, they Jbave had little ones” These are Irihe.'; 
that I take pleasure in hearing and repeating, 
they are true. 

A courier is arrived who saw marshal de Crlo n at 
Treves. We are still very uneasy about Sanzei ; wc 
hear nothing of him but what is disagree ahh ; some 
say he is a prisoner, others that he has l)een kiiUd, and 
others again, that he is in dVcvcs with the marsbai. 
But there is no dependence on this, 'i’he enemies keej> 
Treves blocked up. The king told M. le IVcmier, tluit 
he was glad to find his son was safe ; M. le rreinier l e- 
plied, " I liad rather, sire, he had hwu taken prisoner, 
or wounded; I am not pleased with tins saTety.” 'The 
king assured him he had done his ilnty. d'he v begin 
to talk again of the journey to hbntainble.-.u, 1 have 
not yet forgiven that chs^^ing plaif©, for separating 
tis*j I cannot think of that moment without emotion 
and grief ; I must absolutely go there again to meet 
you, or I shall never be reconciled to it. 

The grand-duchess of Tascany is wholly absorbed in 
grief at her prison of Montmartre. She Icis made 
known to all the ladies, that after their firsi visit, she 
wishes to receive no more, and gave the informalion 
first to madame de Rare. This is thought unnecessari- 
ly severe;, it is 4rue, she very much n semtdeKS the 
Diana of Arles ; but I think she can never hope to be 
cheerful again, after the life she leads. 

Cardinal de Bouillon is just arrived here, he is greatly 
|ffected with your letters, and convinced of the since- 
liPy?pf your sentimcnls ; he is almost always weeping, 

I intend to show him a letter from the chevalier dv 
f^rignan, wltich it is impossible to read without teni\., 

I haijfe had very little coin]>any lo-day ; 1 find 

* See the ilatctl the lOlh of 
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very well after my medicine ; I was nursed by all my 
friends: your picture served to enliven tlie Conversation j 
it appear^ every day more excellent. It is perhaps be- 
cause I\J/^mard has left off paint in'^. Adieu, my dear 
and ew lovely child ; if you should find a thousand 
faults in this letter, excuse them, for 1 cainiol think of 
reading it over again. 


LETTER -CCCXXIX. 

jPTiOM MADAME DE SEVIGNK TO TilE COUNT T>E BUSSY. 

August, 1675. 

begins by informing him of the letter of the 
count; de (irannnonl, whicii has already a[)peared in 
that of the :iJst July, and then adds] : — My father was 
the inventor of thif?' style; he tvrote thus to marshal de 
Schbmberg (superintendant of the finances), when he 
was made marshal of France : 

IMonsc igneur 

"" Quality ; black-beard ; fimiiliarity. 

Chant AL.^' 

You will understand, that be meant to say he had 
been made marshal ol' France on account of his quality ; 
of his having a black lieard, like Lewis XIIL his mas** 
ter; and of -his familiarity with him. 

Upon the complaint marshal tl’Alhrct has made to 
the king, that the marejnis d'Ainbres, in writing to him, 
did not address him by the title of ISIonseigneiir, his 
majesty ordered the marquis to do it; upon which, he 
wrote the following letter to the marshal : 

Monseigneur, 

^ our master and mine has ordered me to use the 
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word Monscijjneur to you ; I obey t!ie order 1 have ju'* 
received withHhe same readiness with v\liich I shall cd- 
ways obey those that com(‘ from the samt^ quarter, pei*' 
suaded that you know in what degree I am, mon^eignrin, 
“ your v( ry obedient, and vci y humble bei\. lU.” 

This is marshal d’Albret\s answer: 

Sir, 

** The king, your master and mine, being tlie mo'^t in^ 
telligent prince in the world, ordered you to give mr 
the title of Monseigneur, because it is my due ; and I, 
because I vvould express myself clearly and unequivo- 
cally, assure you, that in fuluri* I shull be, according 
as your conj^uct merits, sir, your very obedient, 

LEITER CCCXXX. 

PROM MADAME DE SEVIGNK TO THE COUN I ESS 1)E GRIGNAN. 

iJSri, Wtdnewldy> Aug. 21, 1675. 

Indeed, my dear child^^ you ought, to be with me. I 
came here this morning alone, extremely fatigued, and 
so tired of Paris, that 1 coy^ no longer remain tlu re. 
Onr abbe stays behind on acconul of some aflikirs: I 
have nothing to do till Saturday ; I shall be here these 
three days in peace and quiet; 1 shall walk rnneh ; 
I believe iby health requires it. 1 shall think often of 
you, not to say continually. There is no wood, no lawn, 
which does not bring to iny remembrance that wc weie 
there together last year. Alas ! how sari a ddlerencei 
It is sweet to me to think of you, Imt your absencr min- 
gles a bitterness with my thoughts, at whicii my heait 
sickens. I foresee this will he a gloomy c\ciiing with 
me. I am mostpleaseil with entertaining you in tin litile 
cabinet! you so much fu quented j there nothing intoi- 
rupts me. 
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i loft JM. de Coulanges * in much pain for M. d«? 
S:inz(‘i. As for M. de la Troiisse^ since the days of my 
darlinoj/Romans, I have never met with such a fortunate 
advo,»yure. Have you never heard of a prince in battle, 
liglit/ng to the last extremity, and of another advanc- 
.^tTg K. see who it is that makes such gallant resistance ? 
He sees the inequality of the combat ; he is ashamed of 
it ,• he calls off his men ; he asks pardon of the valiant 
hero, who is induced, by his generous behaviour, to de- 
liver up his sword to him, which, had it not been for 
this proceeding, he would never have yielded j he makes 
him his piivsoner. He then discovers him tp have been 
one of his friends, when they both lived together in the 
court of Augustus: he treats him as hif^rolher, and 
praises his extraordinary valour. But th® prisoner is 
observed to sigh ; perhaps he is in love. I pppose he 
vvilf be permitted to return upoi| his : but I do 

not see where the pri|^jce|^ is, 'py'^o expects him ; thit 
circumstance only is wantwig^^iS’&mplet^ the history. 

Whenever 1 you news, depend on it, that I have 
it from persons of good authority, but they will not be 
cited for t rides. There a^fc^ome very knowing oneli'l^ 
whose intelligence 1 never a|tend. Do you wish to 
know what the. valets have written on this occasion 
You may guess that this comes from a place where they 
collect ridiculous letters. One makes an inventory of 
what he haS lost, as his trunk, his coat, his hat, or per- 
haps his bottle. Jt was,’* says he, a devilish confu- 
sion : if I had been general, it would ncA^er have hap- 
pened.^^ Another says, “ We were a company of plea- 
sant madmen * we were but seven thousand, and we 

^ M. (Ic C!oulan"(.s was ihc brother-in-law of ]M. rle Sanzei, and 
first-rousin of M. (!e la Tonisse. 

t 7’hat is, after the mifortuiiate affair of marshal de Crequi al* 
Treves. 
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;^jtRckerl tw’enty-six thousand ; so you may see bow 
finely we have been drubbed/’ A third says, ** We 
took to our heels as fast as we could, and were i\^ a ler - 
rible fright.” You must think, my dear, I have a.iT;)eat 
deal of leisure to write ^11 these fooleries. 

You speak so handsomely of cardinal de R( tz, and o‘t 
his retreat, that this alone would render you worthy of 
his friendship, and esteem. Some people say, he ou^ht 
to come to Saint Denis ; but they would be Ihe first to 
blame hir^, if he should take their advice. Many are 
desirousi at any rate, to tarnish the beauty of Ills action ^ 
but I defy the most subtle jealousy to eftect this. 

What you pay of M. de Turenne deserves a place in 
liie panegyriiSt^ Cardinal delloiiillon will have the plea- 
sure, or rather the pain, of it ; for 1 am veil assured it 
will make^hu^ weep. Since the death of this hero, the 
hero of the br«vipiry ip, retired to Commerci ; there was 
no longer any safetyjl^r hii%at Saint Micliael. The 
first president of the ||^rt of aids has an estate in 
Champagne ; his tenarit cajine to h ini' the otlnu* da^s to 
demand -either to have his rent considerably abated, or 
toxfe released from his har^liirt. lie was asked wliy h^: 
wished it, and told that it was not custoniars^ lie re** 
plied, that, in the time of M. de Turenne, the people 
might gather in their harvests in safety, and count upon 
the revenue of tlieir lands in tiiat country ; but tliat, 
since his death, all tho world was tjultting it, fearing the 
enemy would soon enter it. Tiiesc things, which are 
sinlple and natural, are a more splendid encomium on 
that great man than the mo.^t studied harangues of a 
FJechier and a Mascaron. 

Do not press me so earnestly to come and see you ■ 
dis tract my thoughts too much from my me Ian » 
CnSlyTOties, If 1 listened to the suggestions of my heart, 
I should lay aside alLniy little nUairs, and come away 
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to Grignan. Oh ! with what joy should I myself 
there ; and follow for tlio few remaining days of rny life 
the dictgftes of my fancy and my inclination! What folly 
it is to ynconiniocle ourselves for the formalities of duties 
and l^siness ! Alas ! who is there that will thank us for 
wliilel am too much of this way of thinking, my 
actions, to my great regret, are the reverse of this : as 
for^my words, they have already taken wing; and I 
have withdrawn myself at least from the constraint of 
approving what I still continue to do. 

The friends of the lady-lravellcr (madame de 
Mainlenon), perceiving that the curtain begins to be 
undrawn, aliect to laugh, am! turn it into ridicule; or 
else they own that there has been something, but that 
all is reconciled. I will neither answer for the present, 
nor the future, in such an uncertain country ; but I can 
assure you of the past. As for the sovereignty, it is as 
lirnilv rc-e.stal)!ishcd as it over been since the days 
of Pharamond. UuanlOta (madame de Montespan) plays 
at cards in lier nigi»t-gowu with the lady of the castle 
(the (juocn), wlio thinks herself too happy in being re- 
ceived, ami understands sl^ is to retire upon the least 
intimation given to the lady of tliq bed-cliamber. 

Fear nothing from our war of Britany; there is no 
farther danger ; you may safel}^ trust to my cowardice; 

1 believe I sliall venluie thither under the protection of. 
tile, great d’liarouis. My health is perfectly restored: 
my good friend de Lorrne has told rne, that 1 may keep 
his powder for il\e winter, and take a ptisane for three 
days, which he thinks a remedy proper for this season. 
He is of o[jiniou that 1 have entirely got over this in- 
disposition. 

* "FIk s(? filcnrls are ma^lame do la Kayette, madairie d’BoBtlirourC, 
mnd nvitlanie de Couian^es, 
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My son is in despair about the affair of his guidon- 
age*: do you remember the prudent maxims you laid 
down for him, by the authority of don Quixote ? He 
is at present nine hundred leagues from the pomt he 
might have arrived ajb by following 3 ^) 01 * directions. 
Every vacancy is demanded for brothers who have been 
wounded, or families that have sufilered so mucli in the 
service, lliat I am ashamed to use any means to ba|-,up 
their w'a}" to preferment. We must leave it to Provi- 
dence to determine the fortune of this poor guidon : 1 
encourage him as much as I can. 

1 will let you know my address, if 1 go from hence: 
alas! you may safely leave this care to me; it is the 
chief sui)port of my life. Adieu for to-day: I l)ave 
tired you sufficiently. The bell rings to pra 3 ^ers : you 
are not unacquainted with my regularity. Jt is ver}^ 
fine weather : I shall walk a great deal, and think of 
you with extreme affection. 

■4- , 

LETTER CCCXXXL 

TO THE‘ SAME, 

Paris, Monday, Aug. 2b, Iby.S. 

I RETi’TiNED on Saturday from Livri, and w^ent after 
dinner to madame de Lavardin’s, who has written 3 ^ou 
a few lines, w ith an account of what passed. The court 
set out this morning for Fontainbleau ; the remembrance 
of that place makes me shudder f ; yet other people go 
there for amusement. God grant we do not meet wltl\ 
iwne fatal blow in the mean lime. The siege of Treves 
ilfjcarried on brisk! v’*. If any ball has a coirunissicn to 

• >irhc office of a standurtl-ljcarcr. 

f Sec Lcttei of ihe liah August, 
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kill n\ars»hal de Crequi, it will have no great difficulty 
ill finding him, for he exposes himself like a madmam 
The prir/ce is with the army in Germany. He said to a 
person who was with iiim not long since ; 1 wish I 

could converse with the shade of M. de Turenne for 
Hours only, that I might fie let into his chain of 
operations and designs, and make myself as w^ell ac« 
quainted with the country, and Montccucuffs manner 
of acting, as be was.^^ And when the same person told 
him that he thought his highness looked very well, and 
prayed God that he might return safe, for his own sake 
as well as that of France, the prince made him no an- 
sxver, ' but shrugged up his shoulders. 

My sou writes me word that the prince of Orange Is 
making preparation to besiege Quesnoi ; if so, they are 
on the eve of an action. M./le Luxembourg wants to 
do something to be talked of; he is very happy, fur 
he has conversed with the princess shade. Jn short, we 
are under apprehensions on all sides. I have asked M. 
de Louvois for »Sanzefs regiment, with leave to dispose 
of the guidonage, supposing all the while that poor 
Sanzei is really dead ; though w'e have no news of him 
yet. The viscount de Marsilly is my resident with the 
minister, and is to bring me his answer. As for the 
regiment of Picardy, w'c must think no more of it; 
utdess v\’e wish to be overwhelmed with debt in two 
years: overwhelmed is wrong, the true word is di&ho^ 
.^ioured; for, since we are no longer permitted to ruin 
ourselves, nor to borrow, as formerly, there is nothing 
left for us but downright infamy, (^hcnoisc, the ne- 
phew of Saint-Herem, is risen fiom the dead within 
tliese two days; he was takf n pri.soncr by the Germans, 
and it is among them we ought to look for M. de 
zei. Poor little Froulai W'as ohligi||fto^nio\e, 
iiud examine, five huiidied dead a parP‘t>f tb# 



field of battle, to find this poor fellow, who y^s at 
length discovered wounded in ten or twelve pl<y^'s: ills 
poor mother begged the ])lace of grcind-murecmiio-des* 
logis (of the palace), which she purchased : she laments 
and weeps; she is lol^ they will tbink about i\ and 
more than twenty per^ns are striving for the 
In truth, ‘ever})' day convinces us tliat notlujig could be 
more complete, nor attended with greater confusbn, 
than the defeat of marshal de Crequi. I saw his lady 
on Saturday at M. de Pomponne's : it is scarcely possi- 
ble to know hen 


Do not imagine, my dear child, that the death of M. 
de Turenne has been only a nine days^ wonder; he is 
talked of and Janiented daily: happy, as you say, are 
those who have not felt his loss. J'he defeat which has 
taken place since iiis death, has called forth anew the 
praises of this hero. You gave me great pleasure in 
saying you shuddered at the speech of St. Hilaire; he 
.is not dead ; lie will live with his left arm, and preserve 
the beauty and magnanimity of his soul. 1 suppose 
you w^ere very much surprised to hear of a defeat on our 
part, no such thing having happened since your birth. 
The coailjutor is the only one who has profited by the 
circumstance, in giving so novel and spirited an air to 
bis harangue, that tliis part of it has constituted all its 
value, at least to the courtiers, for all the clever ones 
praised it from beginning to end. 1 dined on Satur- 
day with llic coadjutor, and the handsome abbe : I am 
delighted when 1 see any of the Grignans. 

Search through the court,, my dear child, and through 
all France, and you will find 1 am the only one who, 
having a daughter 1 fo truly love, am deprived of the 
pleasure of seeing and passing my life with her: these 



isalion^i of^Jft'ovidence, to vvlueh 1 cannot sub- 
iiiuiV pain: we do well then to wrife to 
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one and^Ler, since it is all the gratification we have. I ' 
call casimconccive how much your time is employed in 
reading my letters, and how much they take you from 
your other duties : you lose your senses, you say, and I am 
lold ihj same tiling two or tliree^mes in a week. My 
ahuiiiinably long letters are enough to do it. They 
make a volume, and it must be utterly impossible for 
you io read them through at once, and yet you say you 
like them. Here is the fat abbe, Avho tells me a thour 
sand ridiculous things of my journey into Britnny. He 
will have it that 1 have fixed to go only since I heard 
of ihe disorders occasioned by the mutineers there, and 
that I want sadly to be present, because I may not 
have an opportunity of seeing such a sight again as long 
as J live. 

The chevalier de Lorraine is returned to Monsieur 
again, as if nothing had happened: he has met with 
some charitable person, who has put him into the right 
or wrong way at last. This has e.xcited but little at- 
tention : it is the evil of a day, in comparison with the 
o’ealh of M. de Tureime and the consequences (hat have 
followed it. 

Our cardinal is still at St. Michaers. I am going to 
write to Iiim; he will not he displeased tvith me fordo- 
ing so. Tlie abhd de Pontcarre is very deserving of 
your letters ; he likes them, and knows how to read 
them: he' shows them to me, and then hides tliem as 
he would old gold. You cannot conceive what an 
agreeabh; turn you give, without thinking of it, to every 
thing you inulcrtake. 

Mademoiselle is hen* for the purpose of bathings 
Siie does not go to Fontainbleau. I most sincerely em- 
brace M. de Crignan and my grand-children ; but I 
am jmurs, my dear, above every other consideration : 
you know how far I am from llic dotage which transfers 
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the maternal love to the gmnd-chilcircii : min^ernains 
fixed in the first stage, and 1 love the little onej^nly be- 
cause I love you. 


LETTER CCCXtXIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Wednesday, Aug. ‘2fi, 

If I had the means of sending letters to you every day, 
I could easily contrive to write them. I sometimes do 
so even now, though my letters do not go; but the 
pleasure of writing is reserved for you alone ; to every 
one else 1 write, because I must. I have farther par- 
ticulars to relate to you respecting jVl. de Turenne. 
Madame d^Elbcuf *, who is for a few days at the car- 
dinal de Bouillon's, invited me to dine with them yes- 
terday, and to share in ffieir grief. Madame de la 
Fayette was likewise there; the purpose of our meeting 
was fully answered, for there was not a dry eye among 
us, Madame d'Elbeuf had a "picture of the hero, ad- 
mir^iy executed. All his people arrived at eleven 
o'clock ; the poor creatures^ivere already in deep mourn- 
ing, and bathed in tears : three gentlemen came in 
who VNcre ready to die at sight of the picture; their 
cries pierced evtuy heart; they could not utter a word; 
his footmen, his pages, his trumpeters, were all in tears, 
and made every body else weep to see lliem. The first 
who was able to speak, answered our mournful (luestions, 
and we prevailed on him to relate the manner of his 
death. It seems he w as desirous of confessing, and when 
he retired for that [lurpose, he gave his orders for the 
evening, and, have communicated the next day, 

rhic|i was when he expected to give battle. iU’* 

' Sisier to cardinal de Bouillon, 
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s\ioarK,ed on horseback at two o’clock the Saturday, after 
having ‘i^ken a little refreshment, and as he had many 
people vvith him, he left them all at about thirty paces 
from the hill, and said to young d’Elbeuf, Nephew, 
stay you there : 3 011 move round me so much, that I 
shc\U-he Iffiovvn.” M. HainUtoB, who buppcned to he 
near the place where he was going, said to him, Sir, 
come this way if you please, the enemy’s fire is directed 
to tRe place in which you are.” V^ou are right, sir,” 
replied M. de Ture nne ; " I would not willingly be kill- 
ed to-dajr; this will do extremely well.” He had 
scarcely turned his horse, when h^ saw St. Hilaire, who, 
coming up to him with his hat in his hand, desired him 
to cast his eye on a battery he had just raised, pointing 
to the place. M. de Turenne turned back, and at tha;t 
\ery instant, without having lime to stop his horse, he 
had his arm and part of his body torn to pieces the 
same ball that carried off M Hilaire’s arm and hand in 
which lie held his hat. The gentleman, wdio w’as watch- 
ing him attentively, did not see him fall, for his horse 
ran away v^jih him as fl#f as the spot where he had left 
young d’EJbeuf ; he wa^ l.^anin^ with his face oVei^tbe 
pummel of the saddle. ®^ inoment*his horse stopped, 
this great man fell off intn the arms of his people, w ho 
were gathered round him, twice opened wide his eyes, 
moved his lips a little, and sank to eternal rest. Think 
of his death, and of part of his heart being carried 
away I His people immediately hurst into loud cries 
and lamentations, but M. IJamiltoii quieted them as 
well as he could, and had young d’Elbeiif removed, 
who had thrown himself upon his uncle’s body frantic 
with grief, and wnuld not be dragged from it without 
violence. A cloak was immediately thrown over the 
body, and it was placed by the side of a hedgir, where 
they kept w atch over it in silence till a carriage could 
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be sent for, to carry it to his tent : there it was niet l>y 
M. de Lor|:^es, M.de Iloye, and several others, vy'uo were 
ready to exjiire with grief; but they were obliged to re- 
strain themselves, and think of tlu; important business 
that had devolved on them. A military service was 
performed in the camp, wdif re tears and sorrow Hrcre 
the mourning: the odicers, however, had each a cra[ie 
scarf, the drums were covered with tiie same, ih.cy beat 
only a single stroke, tlie soldiers marclied with iheir 
pikes trailing and pieces reversed; hi.t the cries and la~ 
mentations of a whole army ciumot be described with- 
out emotion. His two ih phe.vs assisted at this mourn- 
ful ceremony, I leave you t-a joalge in w hat condition. 
M. de lioye, though much woinidetl, would be carried 
thither. 1 suppose the poor chevalier de (Trignaii was 
overwhelmed w ith grief. When the body was removed 
from tlie camp, to be brought to Paris, the same scene 
of grief was renewed, and in every place through which 
it passed, nothing was heard but lamentations: at Lan- 
gres, however, they exceeded even this ; the bier w^as 
met by more than two hundred of the principal in- 
habitants in mournihg, i^llowed by the common people, 
and all the clergy in sacei*||0t^1 habits. In the town a 
solemn service was performed, and they all voluntarily 
entered into a contribution towards defraying the ex- 
penses, w'hicli amounteil to five tliousand francs; for 
they conducied the body as far as the next town. 
What say you to these natural m irks of alfeclion, 
founded on the most extraordinary merit? He is to be 
brought to St. Denis this evening; the people are all 
gone to meet the body at a place about two leagues 
distant, from whence they will conduct it to a chapel, 
where it is ta»ibe deposited for the present; there will 
||© a service performed at St. Denis, till that at Notre 
j&aote is*fei&lebrated, which will be a solemn one. Such 
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wns oin rnterlainnient at the cardiiiars; we dined, as 
yoil may suppose, melancholy enough, and afterwards 
did nothing but sigh till four o’clock, (’ardinal de 
JJouillon mcntioiu'd you, and took upon him to answer 
for you, llial, iiad you been in Paris, you would have 
made one; in our sad pat sv : I assured liitn that you took 
no small share in his grief. He intends to answer both 
your^ettur and M. de Grignan’s; he desired me to say 
a ihotisand kind things to you, and so did the worthy 
d’Kllicui', ho, as well as her son, has lost every thing. 
It. a good idea to undertake thus to tell you what 
you know ai ready as well as myself y but these \ -nginals 
struck nie, atid I was glad to show you in 'v' o ay we 
ibrgol iM. do Tort nne in liu.s part of the wo. o 

M. dc la Garde told me the other (hiy i •• m the 
tnlhusiasiu of the wojiders which were v . ;o, ihc 

chevalier de Grignan, he had advised ifr Kooioe , ‘ to 
bestir themselves on the occasion, to.suj^p • ; vsr. 

at least for the present year ; and that lie loaod d.em 
hutli very well disposed to do extraordinary tlongs, 
d’his good La Garde is at Fontainbleau, from w’hencc 
he is to return in three dtjjjsy ^o jet (#fcit at last'; for b« 
longs to be gone, though in general seem to 

be very leaden- heeled. The sTtuatioii of poor madame 
de San/xi is really deplorable; we know nothing yet 
respecting her iiusband ; he is neither dead nor alive, 
wouiuled nor pii.soner. l ii.s pt^ople flo not lake the least 
notice of him in their leucrs. iVl. de ia Trousse, after 
having meniioned the ixpoil of his being killed (this 
the day ei’the acii»>n). has newer sine# mentioned a 
syllable alauil liirn, eiiher Ju madame de Sanzei or to 
(’oidanges'G so that wc are •juilc at a loss what to say 

* Tiw' CDatlj of A.vlr*:, ami the nhW' ’It- Griijinin. 

1* IMiidiiin.- 'ii .'•'/v -.vas ./i.'iicv to M. t'v, ( li^nUmcps, and M. de L 
Vrous*:.',' u'ii' lits< rc 
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to tl)is distracteil woman; and yet it is cruel to let her 
remain in this state of uncertainty : for my part, Tarn 
persuaded her husband is killed ; the dust and blood 
must probably disfigure him so much, as not to be 
known again, and lie has been stripped with the rest of 
the slain. Or he was perhaps killed at a distance from 
any of the rest; or by the country-people on the road, 
and thrown into a hedge. 1 tliirik it is more prel)ablc 
that he has met with some sucli melancholy fate, than 
that he has been taken ]>risoner without a word having 
been heard lespocting him. 

And now, my dear, I must tell you that the abbe 
thinks my journey so necessary, tliat 1 no longer oppose 
it; I shall not have liini always with me, and therefore 
I ought 1o take advantage of his good intentions to- 
wards me. It will be only ^ trip of two months, for 
the good abbe is not the least, di.sposed to pass the win- 
ter there. He expresses himself very sirfjperely on the 
subject, and you know I am always the dupe of every 
thing that has the apjioarancc of sincerity: so much the 
worse for those who deceive me, I conceive that it 
wdnld be very dun winicr; long evenings 

may be compared to 16'^ mVehe^ for tediousness. 1 
w^as not dull the winter ydn were witli me : you, who 
are young, might have felt so, but do you remember 
our readings? It is true, that if every ihing had been 
taken awa}’^ that surrounded the table, and even the 
book too, it is impossible to tell what would have be- 
come of me. Providence wdll arrange every thing. I 
treasure up all your sayings : we get out of our dullness 
as we do out of bad roads : vve see no one stop short in 
tiie middle of a month, because he has not the courage 
||||i[;gp it; it is like dying, w^e see no one who 

how to keep out of this dilemma : there 
are pafts in your letters which I neither can nor will 
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forget. Arc niy friend Corl>inelli and M. de Vardes with 
yoir ? I hope they are. In that case, I dare say, there 
has been no deticioncy of conversation among*} ou ; you 
have talked incessantly of tlie state of aflairs, of the death 
of IVI. de Turenne, and are at a loss to guess what will be 
the consequences of it: in hict, you are just like ourselves, 
though you are in Provence. M. de Barillon supped 
here l>|st night. The conversation turned upon M. de 
Turenne, and the universal grief occasioned by his loss: 
he entered largely into his virtues, his hm; of truth, his 
love of virtue for its own sake, and his reward in the 
practice of it: he finished this ealogium with adding, 
that no one could love and esteem M. de Turenne with- 
out h(dng the better for it. His company and conver- 
sation inspired such hatred of deceit and double-dealing, 
as raised his friends above the generality of mankind. 
In this number the chevalier was particularly distin- 
guished as one for whom this great man showed more 
than common esteem and ailcctioi' ar»cl who, on his 
side, was one of his greatest admirers. We shall never 
see his equal in any age; 1 do not ihink we are quite 
blind in the present day,V4t l<^st those I meet are not 
so, and this perhaps is boasting that I keep good com- 
pany, TJut I must tell you'^'ouc word more of M. de 
Turenne, which I Iieard yesterday. You know Pertuis 
well, and his adoration anti attachment to M. de Tu- 
renne; as soon as he iieard of ' his death, he wrote his 
majesty the following note: Sire, 1 have lost M. do 
I'urenne ; I feel my heart unable to support this blow: 
autl being incapable of serving your majesty as Fought 
to do, I humlily request \(rar permission to resign my 
govevnuicnt, of Com trai.'’ Cardinal de Bouillon pre- 
vented the letter from beir^ given to the king; but, 
fearing he niiglit come in person, he informed liis ma- 
jesty of the ellcct Pertuis’ grief had on him. The king 
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jppeai^O to enter with great goodness and indulgenc e 
into hu sentirtients, and told cardinal de Bouillon that 
lie e:>teented Pertuis the more for this mark of attach- 
ment to his friend and benefactor*, and th^t he thought 
liini too honest a man not to discharge his duty in what- 
ever situation he was in. This is a specimen of grief for 
diis hero. He had a patrimony of 40,000 livres a year ; 
iind M. Boucherat^says, that after all his debts, c^d the 
iieveral legacies he has bequeathed, are paid, thcTe will 
not remain more tlian 10,000. Tiiese are the vast trea- 
mres he had amassed during a service of fifty years ! 
Adieu, my dearest child, I embrace you a thousand 
times, and with inexpressible tenderness. 


LETTER CCCXXXIJL 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, FriHay, Aug. 50, lUjiu 

I HAVE determined to leave this place on the fourth of 
next month } 1 shall go directly to Orleans, where J 
shall find M. d’llarouis, and where we shall embark on 
Sunday, after mass. 1 shall write to you on Wednesday. 
on setting out ; I shall remain some time at Nantes, and 
shall then proceed to the Recks. My return is fixed, 
certainly, for November, if I live. 1 very much legrc t 
the interruption of our correspondence, w hich wdU he a 
little irregular : but life is full of events that wound the 
heart. 

I attfi just returned from the service performed for M, 
de Turenne at St. Denis. Madame d’Elbeuf came to 
fetch me, and cardinal de Bouillon invited me so press- 
^1^., tte I could not refuse. The ceremony was ex- 


He liad been captain of the guard to M. de T\irenne, 
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tremely mournful : the corpse was placed in the middle 
of, the church. It arrived there the night before, with 
such show of sorrow, that M. Boucherat, who received 
it, and who watched with it all night, was almost dead 
himself with weeping. Not only tlie afflicted family 
and the domestics were in mourning ai)d in tears; no- 
thing hut sighs and sobs were to be heard around. Of 
his friends wore present messieurs Boucherat, de Harlai, 
de Bari lion, and de Meaux. Madame d'Elbeuf was al- 
most in hysterics from grief : it is impossible to doubt 
this poor woman^s sorrow. It was a melancholy spec- 
tacle to sec all his guards standing, every one with his 
partisan on his shoulder, round the corpse they had so ill 
defended, and at tlio conclusion of mass to see tliem 
carry the bier, and place it in the chaj>cl over the great 
altar, where it is deposited. The ceremony of this re- 
moval was very aflecting ; every one was in tears, and 
many were not able to restrain their cries. At last we 
got into the chapel, which madarne d^Elbeuf filled with 
the most piercing lamentations. When this was over, 
we returned to a very melancholy repast at cardinal de 
Bouillon’s, who would have us come there ; he has beg- 
ged me in pity to return this evening at six o’clock, to 
take him and madanie d’Elbeuf to Vincennes: they 
have talked very much of you. The cardinal says he 
will write to you to-day ; but I shall dose my packet 
before I go there, that 1 may not be uneasy about re- 
turning early : the moon will light us wherever the cai'^ 
dinal pleases. I shall perhaps go to-morrow* to Livri 
to enjoy a walk by moonlight, and to take leave of my 
charming abbey. The abbe has been there these, three 
days : he talks of nothing now'^ but retirement ; it 
fashion. 

What say you to the prince, who has raised the 
siege of Ilaguenau in the same manner as he put the 
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that he was left dead upon the field of bailie, where 
there was no opportunity of looking for him immedi- 
Ately, nor probability of knowing him afterwards ? Poor 
madame de SaiiiSei caine here on Saturday about seven 
in the morning, just as 1 Was in my carriage to go to 
Livri. I immediately alighted and did not leave her 
for the w'hole day. She expected to have met her hus* 
band’s people with his equipage, which came in al)out 
an hour afterwards ; it was enough to make one weep 
to see such a train of poor, meagre, woe-begone wretches. 
She is to set out in a few days lor Autrui : she is greatly 
afflicted, and her tears are those of real sorrow. She 
was advised not to go into mourning yet. 1 could not 
help smiling at such a ridiculous idea. M. de Sanzei 
will return with Enoch and Elias, St, John the Baptist, 
the late marquis de Fiemies, and the manjois d'Eslices, 
What folly to doubt of his death ; and, at last, t») pull 
off the crape-band *, and be wdth child again’ J'he 
only way tr> be alway$ ready to receive a lost husband^ 
is never to marry again. 

Lannoi, that is, madame de Mont revel, is in a gioat 
rage ; after hanging fora month to the ears of the king 
and Qmnto, begging for the royal regiment with enihii- 
siasm, as she does every thing, it has been given to tlio 
marquis de Moiiticvel *(, her husband's un(‘le, who has 
already deprived them of the lieutenancy-gcneial (of 
Bresse). It is not known what measures he has taken, 
nor what manmuvre he adopted ; hwt at the time he 
appeared thte hast active, this desirable regiment v^as 
given him : it is true, he is brave to rashness ; it is he 
who ’Was in love with madame de Coulanges, ulio is 
handsome, and wdUihade ; I forgot that he is at law 

* at that time ife custom for widows to wear a band of crapr^ 

Bplicad, 

marshal of France. 
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iih his ru*j)h(iw, and that he is his mortal enemy, for 
a very divided family. 

The cheviilier de Coislein - is returned hothe in coh^ 
sequence of the death of M. de Turenne, declaring that 
lie could nrif' longer serve aMf having lost that grOat 
man ; that his health was greatly impaired, and that it 
was oTily with a view of following that hero, that he 
had .undertaken the last campaign ; but now that he 
was gone, he should retire to Bourbon. The king, be- 
ing informe^i of this, hal already disposed of his regi- 
ment, and declares, that if it were not in consideration 
of his brothcM'S, he would send him to die Bastille. 1 
thlHlc you have now had enough of the marvellous; me- 
thinks you grow weary of it, and so J shall furnish you 
with no more. Iftvas yoiif own desire to hear some 
extraordinary adventures, your wish was granted; and 
now, on a sudden you cry out. Hold ; in mercy have 
done. 

Faucher, of the hotel d*Estr4^' tmme to see me yes- 
terday ; he is returning to by way of Savoy* 

We had a gical deal of chat together ; and he related 
to me the whole quarn I between the pope and the am-* 
bassador ; he convinced me that Marseilles was still at 
a considerable distance from a cardinars hat : in short, 
after having had a great deal of talk about Portugal and 
Savoy, and a thousand other things, he desired to see 
your picture. He is a coanoisseur in painting, I wish 
M. de Grignan and you could have witnessed the unaf* 
fected admiration with which he was struck, the pr-aises 
he bestowed on the likeness, and particularly on the ex** 
cellence of the painting on the head w hich starts from 

♦ Charles Caesar tie Cambout de Coislein, knight of Malta, after quit- 
ting the king’s service, retired from die court and the world, and gavt 
himself up to the strictest devotion. Sec Ne.crolog. de Port-Royab 

B 0 » Amsterdam edit. 17 

H 2 
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the canvass the neck which seems to breathe, and the 
figure that advances : in short, he stood gazing like a 
fool for half an hour. I told him 1 would show him Su 
Geran's picture, which 1 thought better painted ; he 
has seen it, and I expected he would have beaten me ; 
he called me igtiorant, and what w'as worse, 

He says the featuies are masterly, and what 1 considered 
as the worst par's of the picture became the greatest 
beauties in his description. Here was colouring ! there 
W’as brilliancy ! Here the flesh scenud to yield to the 
touch ! there the head and Jieck projectt*d from the can- 
vass, as if ofiering to meet you ! you would have died 
W'ith laughing at his manner of admiring every things 
He has made so great a fuss about it, that M. de Lorges 
came yesterday# more for the sakeof seeing your pic- 
ture, than visiting me* He was eharnud with it. 1 
want to carryMt about with n c.#; Mow Very truly did 1 
speak the other day when I assured you that if any per- 
son was in love might esteem himsell hap- 

py to be as much betted by me in return as this dear 
resemblance is ! 

1 fear the prince is ill ; 1 think I heard some such 
report. We are so far from having obliged Montecu- 
culi to repass the Rhine, that he has drawn us towards 
Schlcstad. and obliged us to abandon Lower Alsatia. 
Marshal dc C’recjui goes on like a demon at 'rreves. Ills 
lady is so certain that Sanzei is there w itli him, that lua- 
danui de Sanzei dares not put on mourning, till the end 
of the siege has determined it, M. de St. Thou, going with 
thirty horse to reconnoitre the enemy's motions, (ell in 
with upwanls of two hundred cavalry ; he bi lieved they 
Jveie ouis, and advanced too far : he was immediately 
js men ; the enemy ofl’ered him (jnaiter, 
Dut h^ atliweted, he would have none ; upon w hich he 
W’as instaatly cut in pieces. This was a very silly exit * 
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h-iil it h'As niAtle his sister and her ugly husband the 
ritdK‘st couple in rrnnct*. I can easily guess how you 
have been ovcm whelmetl with compliments an account 
of your two brothers- in- law * : the eclioes that repeat 
for a monih Afterwards, like those at Oulioulles, arc very 
troublesome. I am of your opinion that you would 
have had much loss to do with a coward and a fool. 
Madame do Cuetipien f is not worthy of feeling grief 
so long as she does. About two years ago, she took a 
little picture of M. de Turenne from madame d’Elbeuf, 
who used to wear it upon her arm. Madame d’ElbAuf 
asked her for it several times ; she always told her, -she 
had lost it, but we guess it is not lost to every one. Ah, 
iflustridus hero, is it thus then thou art to be sacrificed! 
But it is not the first iiist'aiite^f a great man's being in- 
jured, lyhen he iS rtb longer in tlie zenith ol his power. 

Madame de VaubrdS" is at |>resent with our silvers of 
St. Mary; she almost icRotic, and makes a jest of 
every thing that father 8t; her confessor, says 

to her: she has had her husband's § body brought into 
tlu! church, and tin* service perfi^rmed for’ it vvavS mOfe 
riMgnjiiccnt tliun that for M. de d'urenne at St. Denis^ 
She has his iiearr. preservt'd in a small case, and takes it 
out and handles it, and weeps over it, every day; there 
are two candies constantly burning before it. She 
passes all her time from dinner to supper without stir- 
ring; and when they tell that she has been there for 

^ Ttje: rlievaller do ringiian, and tlu* coaljiitor of Arles, who had 
liitrly M‘^ii.dispd Liiraiselvc-., dmp hy his 1» liaviour in the field, and the" 
(Mlior hy tlio harangue Ju; hud Itad tiic honour of adthesbiii^ to the 
king. 

-t* MiidLuno dc Ci ctquen had very ill kept a spck t of importance, that 
Tvl. d(; I nr«*nno had hoert weak enough to intruiit her will). She waf 
gusj'ectcd of having given tl)c- picture to die ciievulier dc Lorraine. 

X (acnoral of the Orat«)ry. 

^ Who was l■.i^.!(■d tl.c liiM o! Angusl, at the battle of Altenlieliu. 
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seven hour?, she is hardly be ijersuadtd tiiat it is 
above halF a!^ hour. In sliort, she is under no sort 
goveiiiment^ and it is apjjrtdiemied that she will lose her 
iensts. Mtidunie de LangLMoii is still ineoiisolable : if 
these Htlliclicats continue> you will have T^ason to be 
satisfied*. It was aitinned ye.terday tirat the emperor 
had caused a service to be said for M. de Tureniie. 


LETTER rccxxXV. 

’Ills SA^5L. 

Paris, Priday, Rept. 6, 1(S7*. 

1 AM setting ot^4, niy dear child, extremely melancholy 
at the thougfa of rcmovii^lfjto la gi^tet distance from 
you, and of having oattscorrespond^iSfi! interriy^tcd for 
some days. I leave a jpart of ndjjr dpn^tlstics .sick ; but 
1 shall have an opportunitjf of expef^jpeihg what it is, 
not to be served fancy, and to live a 

little without attendamsT^ shall be pleased ^rtth ascer- 
taining the docility of temper ; and shall follow the 
examples of codfh^e ^d reason which you give me. 
I^oes not mail irnfle de Coulanges eflhct wonders, to spend 
feer time m so melancholy a way at Lyons without re- 
pining? Tt would be # fine llnng, indeed, if I were only 
able to live with people I an|. pleased with ! I shall re- 
tpomber your lectures ; IdSl^amuse myself with pay- 
ing my debts, and eating food ; I shall think much 
of you ; 1 shall read, walk, write, and receive your let- 
ters. Alas! life passes away but too swiftly; part of 
it is consumed every where. 

I carry with me an infinite number of remedies, good 
or bad; they are all well recommended, and presenbed 

• Tt apiicar*? ihut ina.i.in r do Ci ‘jiun Lid no oiiiniou of guef which 
wiu rjot Violent *1. t 
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lo UK* i)y lily iioiglihours and fr’ujtitls. I liujie, however, 
ijiis inaga/.lne ot medicines will bo of little use to me, 
tor I ;iiii ext.reiiiely well in liealih. 1 went to Livri 
alone,, the day before yesterday, and had a delightful 
walk with tjie moon: there y/as tio dew^ ; I was there 
from six ia the evening till iniJnighl, and find myself 
nut the worsi? for this little indiscreiimi. It was a duty 
I owed to my charming abbey, and the lovely Diana, 
to h*id them adieu. 1 might have gone to Chantilli with 
a very pleasant party, but 1 did not think myself at li- 
bvity to Uave the cxcuision, and have deferred it to the 
spring. I have just been to J^ignard’s, to see Lou- 
vjgai’s portrait : it is a speaking likeness, but Idid not 
see Mignard: he was painlmg madame de Fontevranld, 

not think ; 
reely with 
n the door 

with me ; we Wfe very mefry, 

'idle prince, has rajised tl^e siege of Ilagueoau, is 
a little , surprised to litid obliged to be on the 

defensive, and to be luttencl^ ^ii the aide of Schicstal; 
the gout and the month of Og|^er not contribute^, 
to make him very comfu^'table thM* I am uiMsai^r 
about my son ; it seems to me as 1 were going to 
have niy head in a sack for teuqf twelve days; and you 
judge rightly that I shouM nor leave Paris at this im- 
portant time without 'tMW good reasons. St. Thou 
dreamed the night beforhdie was killed, that he had hli^ 
a quarrel with the prince of Orange, and that he hajd 
said so many rude things to him, that thfe prince cpi^ 
sigiK d him to his guards. He told t^|p dream, and it 
was by these guards that he was killed, foolishly enough, 
for he would not accept quart^jr, though he was alone 
against two hundred. It was a very ridiculous indis- 
cretion. All the world laughs at him, notwithstanding 


whom 1 saw tht'ou^li a hole m the door; I did 
her haiKKome j abbe T^tu was jesting fi 
Iki. 'fhe Villstr^scs tbr^gh the hole ii 
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Voiture has taught us,, that it is very uncivil to laugh at 
the dead. Poor madaiue de Sanzci flatters herself with 
T^in hopes that Ixtr husband is not dead, and will wait 
til| the siege of Treves is terminated, before ihe puts 
on mourning. u 

Adieu, my dearest, I cannot tell you how much I am 
yours; though 1 am more apt than you to, express what 
I feel. 


LE'ITER CCCXXXVl. 
t6 the same, 

Piriu, MoiuLiy, Stpt. 9> JCIS. 

Adieu, my dearest child, I am just getting into my 
carnage. I leave Pans |br some time, with the vexa- 
tion of no longer receiving yourdetters so regularly as 
usual, nor those of my son, for whom 1 am under great 
apprehensions, not so on account of the prince 

of Orange being so 116 %^ 8S on account of M. dt Lux- 
embourg, who is in and whose fingers 

itch violently fotimi eujjageirient. Alas' do you re- 
member oui jest^ ihat poor JM. de Tuicnne was tu your 
hrothet^s aimyf In shoit, our coiiespondence wmU now 
be all in confusion ; a|^ 1 feai 1 shall no ioiiger he able 
to coutiibute towards youi\amusements, for all the 
trifles I used to send you wfH Iflow be reduced to no- 
thing : so that, if you have any love for me, you w ill 
c|o well to throw my letters by unopened. I am going 
with the good abbe and Maria ; I have two scrvanis on 
horseback, Hmkjte horses : 1 shall go by way of Or- 
igans and Nanie6, and shall wiite to you upon the road : 
t|f|is is one Os^my weaknesses, as Monceaux says. 

1 never met w ith 8iUr;|adorahle a creature as d^Hacque- 
ville. 1 know not iiow the rest of the family may be; 
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but for him, I do not think he has his fellow : I re- 
conirnendt'd the aftliir of the seneschal of Rennes to him 
tlie other day; he immediately made it his own; it 
was attended with very great ditliculties ; he had Par^re, 
to contend with; he related it to iVl. de Pomponne that 
he might thoroughly understand it : in short, we ought 
to kiss the groinid over which he passes. The seneschal 
is so surprised to find such an excellent-hearted man in 
the world, and at having gained his cause, that he 
thinks me the richest woman in France in having such 
a friend ; and he is right. Whenever you have occa-* 
3i(»n for his service, you ma}^ make use of him there- 
fore> without being under any apfireliension of weary«» 
ing him, as you may likewise of the fat abbe, if you 
have any bills of exchange to negociate ; it is good, you 
know, to lie acquainted with every ohe^is talent. 

You will bo at no loss for news ; out* good La Troche 
will furnish y6u,^,itb every thing of consequence; but, 
as you say, all il well, the rest of the year will be eU 
peace and tran(juillit%:. Onljy tMnk of the great prince 
de Conde retirifig ami acting ttjion the defensive, with 
the month of October and the gout 'Before his eyes*. 
i\i. de Lorraine was unwilling that tim#sbould be wasted 
in the siege of 'I'reves. You will certainly perisli 
tin re, genilenlcn,^^ said he: ^erc arc four thousand 
men in Treves, beside^ an* exasperated ' marsltal of 
France.^* And, inde'^-'iHe marshal pei^forifi^ won- 
tJeis; he sweeps the trench'^s every two or three days 
in the neatest manner imaginable: but, after all, no- 
thing is impregnable; every thing must at length yield 
to superior force. 

♦ Tills campaign was the last, ami passes for one of the most glorious, 
niwlertriken hy ihe great Coiidd. It appears that he was not fully appre- 
ciaird. l^juvois hated and feared hiiD ; and the court set the tone to 
all France. 

H 5 
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‘wwn§ 0try gnat estmu am! /twiKlihi)) tor 
iM'titi exhort you, my dear child, to -be carcCul 
tfipbuf health, if you bare any love for me. 1 Jx-ar 
you say the same thing to iik*, and I give you mv 
word I will, for your sake, be particularly candhl ui 
mine. Do not amuse yomself by vain inquietudes ; it 
does not agree with your excellent undir^taiuJmg ; pre- 
serve your courage, and impart a little to me m your 
letters: it is a good provision in this life. Talk to ini* a 
great deal of yourself: all details are interesting, when 
there is a certain degree of love to make them so. 

Pray wnte to the carriinal; you did not judge well 
with respect to the cassolette, and 1 assure you he was 
not a little piqued at your haughtiness in refusing this 
last token of his esteem tmd fnendslnp, A refusal can 
never sit w'cll in casts of this kind, and where the thing 
is in itseifof so trifling a value, you vWll find no one to 
agree with; you and you' should always be d'flidont 
of following } our own opinion ittdehaiice of every other 
person’s. 

Yesterday evening I look leave of ihi* handsome pre- 
lute; he desired me to lend liim my picture, that is, 
yours, to take to ma«|jpne de,Foute\rauld’s ; 1 refused 
ilim in the style of ^ Rabutio, ^d told him I had re- 
fosed it to Mademoiselle: time, I earned it 

into a little room, where it* Was placed wdili afVectiun, 
and received with a wish to please me. I am sure no 
One will remove it: they know too well how dear this 
charming picture is to me; and if any one comes here 
to ask for it, he will be told 1 have taken it w ith me : 

M. de Coulangcs will till you wheie it is. JVi. do 
Pomponnq wished to see it the other day ; he talk- 
to it, and almost expected it to answer. Your 
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absence has increased the likeness : k cost me a ]»aog; 
to leave it. 

We laughed till the tears Came our eyjss about 
your madarne de Charce. and Ivor daughtas the fw 
PInllis of nine and thirty : 1 think I see her here; you 
pretend that you have no genius for story-telling, no- 
thing ill the world could be related with more humour, 
nor can any oik' write moie agreeably than you do; but 
It is*grie\ous to be in a countiy where they make such 
a builesque of their mourning. I thank you for the 
trouble 3 uu have taken to write this story to me: it is 
a style you do not like, but which has delighted me 
exceedingly. JM. de Coulanges will tell 3^ou so. He 
read this pait of your letter admirably. And now t 
seem to have nothing more to than. Take rne to the 
Rocks so M. I’Abbe let us be gone; the deed is done, 
1113’ dear countess : adieu. 

Jc^|||j||k par«i', bdle Hernjionn(;| 

Jt v.iifil ext'euter ce qiie 1* abW m’ordonne, 

ISl.ilgr^ le pAril qui m* atleucl •f'. 

This is merely for the sake of saying something, for 
our province is now as calm as the Soane. 

A grand service for M. de Tuienne is now perform** 
ing at Notre-Ddme. Caidinal de Bouillon, and madanm 
d’Idbeuf, came yester^y to asl: me to go there, but I 
am satisfied with thati^jj|^«(kiint Denis, which was supe« 

An allusion to the saying of Fhiloxcneathe poet, wlio, rather thsu 
P'disr the verses ol Dionysiua the tyrant, said. Take roc to the q^arrIt9l» 
•f* A parody on the pairing scene iu the opera of Cadmua* 

Thus EngUslied : 

Yes, fair Herraionc I I leave thee now, 

I leave thee, lovely mistress of my fate I 
Whither the abbe* orders me, I go, 

Regardless of the dangen dut await* 





rior to any I had ever witnessed. Do yon not wonder 
at the effects occ^ioned by^ the death oT this hero, and 
at the complexion of affairs, now he is no more? Ah! 
ngiy dear child, I have long been of your opinion : no- 
thing is of so much value as a great ai]d good soul : it 
appears in every thing, as through a heart of crystal: 
it has no concealment, it makes no du[)es: we cannot 
long take the shallow for the substance: we must be 
good, if we wish to appear so: the vvorM bears no lor>g 
injustice : you oiiglit to be of this opinion for your own 
interest. 


LETTER CCCXXXVH. 

TO THE SAME. 

,, ^^6ins, Weilnesckv, Sept. 11, lC75. 
At length, my, child, 1 am ready t^, embark on our 
Loire; do^you reVnember the pretty'^yage you and 1 
once made there together ? 1 shall often think oi' it. 
But however terrible your Rhone may he, 1 wisli 1 w^as 
is near trusting my self to its mercy. M. lie la Trousse 
s to return hiiheron his parole, but is not to have the 
government of Philippeville. We cannot guess what 
Fortune has in reserve |’or him, perhaps a muskel-ball 
M last; heavens forbid! I saw the grand-master and 
madamc de la Troche the moMSig I set out : the latter 
took me to mass, and waited for my carriage at madame 
ie la Fayette's, where I found the marquis de Saint 
Maurice, who is returned from England to assist at the 
funeral of his duke : this is mere form. 

, I will write to yon from all the places I can. You 
lay, that^hope is so pleasing. Alas ! it must be so in a 
Jr^eater degree than you describe it, to enchant more 
tiian half the world in the manner it does. 1 am one of 
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its most ar.len* ';4 r I carry with me great uneasi- 
ness Cl it>t; ^'1' ;■ leave with pain the oppor- 

t'.iniiy <)l lic ti ij?- m;\vs sc, ;Ih' army. I sent him word 
the otiu r (lay, as 1 did tc> y^c.i, tl«a« I was goirtg pot 
my ii<-ad into a sack, wiitov 1 should neither see nor 
h<'ar c«.My thing ihat pai.s: s in tin* world. 

I sh il! proin rd in inv <»! i clraractcr, and attempt still 
to ltd! yo'i la'ws you will guoss from what author it 
(:onK\s. U !s (‘. rmin tliai isluanto and her friend are- 
really s^ ^oarah'd ; hui the iiaiiihel is iVecjUt rUly grievedj, 
even to tear.>, to see how well her friend does without 
her. lie only regreiied his liberty, and llu* safe* retreat 
from' ih.e lady oi' tie* castle ; wliaiever was the reason, 
his heart was little intcre.ste<l in any thing farther. He 
fias met vvitli society tliat pleases him ; lie is gay, and 
delighted to" be free from troubles. The fair oj\e trem- 
bles ajid weeps, iearing this may im(>ly a diminution of 
his (lame ; and if it were otherwise, she would not be 
w'itiiout her sorridws. Thus repose is banished. You 
may make your reflections on this, as on a certain truth: 
i b<'lieve yon mulcrstand me. 

With r(‘gard to England, mactcmoiselle de Keroualle* 
has betm disappointed in nothing; she wished to be the 
unstress oi tin; king, and she is so. He takes up bfs 
abode with her almost every night in the face of the 
\vhv)le court ; she has had a son, who has been acknow- 
ledged, and j)reserited W’ith two duchies. She amasses 
treasure, and hiakes herself feared and respected as much 
as slie can. ]?ut she did not foresee that she should find 
a yoiiug actress f in her way, whom the king doats on I 

• Hmise Renee de PcnancoSt dc K^roualle, created duchess of 
Portsninudi 'm Ejiglarid in 1 G 72 , and duclicss of d’Auhigny in France in 
iCH'i in her own right and that of Charles LiCDok, duke of Riclimond, 
her son. 

+ NcU Gwyn, 
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and she has it not in her power to withdraw him frotn 
her. He divides his care, his time, and his health, be- 
tween these tv\o. The actress is as 
dnchess of Portsmouth ; she insu’rs lu r, makes faces at 
her, attacks her, frcqueiHly steals the king irom her^ 
and boasts of tiis pret\;rencc to her. She is young, in- 
discreet, coidj<]eni, meretricious, and plerjiaiit; she sings> 
dances, and acts i\er part well. She has a son hy liie 
king, and wishes to have him acknowledged : she rea- 
sons thus: ** 'i'his duchess,’^ Saji’s she, pretends to he 
a person of ipiallty ; she says she is related to the best 
families in France ; whenever any person of distinction 
dies, she puts herself in mourning *. If she he a lady 
of such quality, why does she demean herself to be a 
courtesan ? she ouglil to be ashamed of herself. . As for 
me, it is my profession ; 1 do not pretend to any thing 
better. The king maintains me, and 1 ani , coiisLvmt to 
bim at present. He has a son by me : 1 say be onght 
to acknowledge him, and I am sure heVill, for he love» 
i>m; as well as he does Portsmouth.’* Tiiis creature gets 
the u[)per hand, and discountenances and embarrasses 
the duchess extremely. Hike these original characters. 
I could find nothing better to send you Irma Orleans ; 
but this is at least truth. 

I am extremely well, my child; and I find the 
convenience of being a substance that thinks, and 
ueads: were it not for these privileges, our good abbe 
would amuse me very little. You know he is generally 
employed in admiring the beautiful eyes of his ca^iket ; 
but while he is counting them over, ami feasiing his 

• MaJemoiecUe KerouaUe went into inourninff for tlio king of Swe- 
den ; a Uttle after, the king of Portugal died. Her rival ajjjj eared in 
ftjnoui ning ^ch, and m&le Irer this proposal : “ Let us agree to di- 
vide the world : you sliall ha'^ tw kings of the xtorih, and 1 tlie king» 

of the south.” 
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ovva eyes with them, cai'dinal Commemlon f is a very 
agreeable companion to me. The weatlier and the 
roads are exireinely pleasant : wc have such clear bright 
days, as we used to compare to crystal, in which we 
are neither sensible of cold nor heat. Our etjuipage 
would carry us very well by land ; it Is for our amuse- 
ment w'e go by water. 

To prevent your inquietude, I am in perfect health ; 
1 am very regular iii the management of it, with a view 
to please you. Be not in pain about Maria : she does 
every tiling for me that Helen could do. 1 foresee 
your inquietude. I love you, my dearest, and my 
tendeniess is the most delightful employment of my 
mind. 

I do not boast of a friendship with M. le Premier, 
but I have seen hi;u frequently at M. de la Bochefou- 
cauU^s, at madame de Lavardin*s, at Viis own house, and 
twice at, 'mine, lie finds me with his friends, and you 
know what kiud of reverberations that causes,- 

LETTER * CCCXXXVHL 

MADAME DE SllviGNE TO MADAME DE COUtANGESU 

Oilcans, Wucinesday, Sept. 11, 1075 , 
We are arrived without any adventure ; I slept last 
mght, as 1 told you 1 should, at Toury. 'fhis morning 
we passed two men hanged u|:on trees in the highway; 
we could not uiurersUind this, for wheels seem to be 
more appropriate to iiighways; we have been employed 

f The Life of Cajdinal Coimnendon by Flecliier. He was a Venetian* 
At the end of the sixiocuth cc«tuiy> he was sent by the court of Rom# 
from Germany to Pol iiiJ, v/bcrc be was sufficiently skilful to make the 
decrees of the council of 'rrent received. His Life, wiiicli is here alluded 
to, is u trauslatiou from tUu Latia of Gratiam, 
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n guessing tlie meaning of this novelty ; they made a 
>VTelebei\ appeavanro, and I vowed i would inform you 

0^ Scarcely had we alighted hero, \WK*n twmty 

boatmen sniToutnled us onrii b(»a.slii)g Hie rank t>i the 
persons he ha<l had the honinir to row', and ihe exec'Jience 
of his boat; the knives of Nogeiit, and ilie eh ij)lcts 
of (’hai tres, w'ere* not more honous, \Vv \v( l e a long 
time decidimg; one apjM*ared loo \onng, rlie other too 
old ; one was so anxious to convey us, that we sii'pected 
him of being a beggar w'ith a roiten boat ; the other 
was |)roud i^>f having conveyed M. de t’lianlnes: at 
length predestination seemed to ])oinl to a well-made 
lad, wliose musiachios, and mode of proeeedmg, decideiU 
us. Aditu, tlu'ii, rny dear cousin: we are going to 
embark on the Ix^autiful Loire; it is a little subject to 
overflow, but its waters are the more tram]uil. 

r.LTfBR CCCXXXIX. 

MADAME DE SEVlGNii TO THE COUNTESS DE GKIGNAN. 

. Tours, Saturday, Srpt. 14, iC/ii. 

I DECEIVED your letter, my dear, at Orleans, the mo- 
ment before 1 went into itie boat : it w'as a great trea- 
sure, and a great consolation to me in all my voyage. 
Among the many agreeable things you write to me, 
there is one I am peculiarly touched with. You tell 
me 1 take a great deal of trouble on your account, but 
that it is wdtli fx rftct ease to myself, and that this 
makes it the highest obligation, 'ibis is entering so 
well into my tiioughts, that I am overpaid by this single 
sentiment. I shall one day have it in my power to give 
jfou a very pleasing entertainment, by obliging; you 
Wt^4he sight of some of your own letters. 

I know not what to say to you more of M. de Tu* 
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r( ime, nor of Pcrtuis ; I fear the latter will not be com- 
fauied in my absence. 1 left madame tie Vaubrun half 
mad, rnadame dc Langeron half dead ; but, my dear, 

I ^vill not answer for any thing: 1 know noihing; iny 
l;ead is in a sack. I liear, however, that Ireves is taken. 
i doubt Sanx.ci .will hardly be found again; his wife is 
the to be pitieth Quanta gli doveva parcie il 

duhhio hinmo, se dovea isojirc tanto del certo*. This 
to bv decisive. 

I suppose M. dc ia Trousse is permitted to return on 
Ills parole, and that he luis not lost much of his equi- 
f)aL;e. I should pity him if he had not recovered the 
beautiful eyes of his casket: this folly struck us both 
at the sahie time ; I had just written it to you. 

I easily comprehend the agreeable things madame dc 
Vaudeinont writes to you : she is very amiable. I ho- 
nour the frieii^ship you preserve for each other, in spite 
of all that separates you : I commemd you for continu- 
ing your correspondence with sxich fidelity. 

I slept last night at Veretf ; M. (rEffiat knew of 
my voyage; he came to the river-side with the abbe 
to receive me. His house surpasses every thing I have 
seen ill point of bcanly, comfort, and magnificence : 
the country is more delightful than any other spot upon 
the habitable globe; 1 should never finish, if 1 at- 
tempted to describe it. M. and inadame Dungeau came 
liere to dine with me, and are gone to Valence. M* 
d’idliat accompanied us in our return; we travelled 
about a league and a half through a road covered with 
flowers ; he has just taken his leave of us wdth a thou- 
sand din'ereiit expressions of friendship for you. 

♦ I low (lelli^htful doubt must be to her, if certainty is to make her 
fco wi t*t<-bed ! 

f This fine seat on the bank of tlie Cher, beiongs at present to tht 
(foynt il’Ai.i;enois. 
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I have nothiag to write upon, but a little jjaper bor- 
rowed from the hostess, which obliges me to concliule. 
To-morrow we return to our boat, and steer our course 
to Saumur. I saw at Veret letters from Paris. It is 
thought the prince of Orange will retake Liege. I am 
afraid M. lie Luxembourg will endeavour to hinde; 
hirh, or attempt some siege : this alarms me for my 
poor Sevigne. It is said, the prince will not remain in 
fjeniiaiiy all the winter, and that M. de Schomberg will 
be sent thither. My dear, it is not for the sake <-»f 
telling you news, but on^y of talking to you, that I 
write all this. I rememlaiFad the other day at Blois, a 
charming place, walked with the poor little 

count de Chapcllesf v^dklQi^&de a parody on vihfil aonuct 
of Urania, 

Jf veux finir mes joun, danS Vamour dc •. 

My dear, how much I am vexed to ifeaiWf you, and 
how dearty I love you ! I embrace you Wfljii heart 
that knows no equal. If tliis o0ends M. de Grignan, 1 
am sorry for it, and ap]pease>Bihfi with a kiia. 

'fhe Ilisloiy of tiho-''^irusades is very fl’he ; but the 
style of father I\laimbo»irg displeases me much. He 
has gleaned all the false delicacies which are to be 
found in the conversation of such as allcct politeness. 
If we excuse his style, it is for the sake of the history. 


• will end my days in the love of Maria.** The first line o|‘ the 

celfiiiWtcd «ou»ei of Voituif*. 
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LErrER CCCXL. 


TO Tin: SAMS. 


Tucsdaj', St-plpUilitr J?, l(>75* 
Utuif; ail odd date for you : 

Jt* f^uls u>) bfittoai, 

VaW l«’ cL- I’c.iU, 

Fult Itiiii di: 

Ithiilk 1 mighlad^p 

Ah (|u#e fbUc t ! 

for llie vvaigP is jsp YPry wc are so often 

aground, t,lpk I heartily wish fbr my carriage again, 
but thtfl i* out of; reach for some time. The water 
bec0m«t^'d#i is tffpne. A fount des Cha* 

pelles> a do SSvigriei lil^e to 

enlivo*! thS-Rconei^' to take a 

boat at Orleans, or even at it i|lhe fashion, 

as it is at Chartres to buy chaplets. 1 told you 1 saw. 
the abbe (rKfliat at his noble mansion. I wrote to you 
from Tours, frtnii thence we Went to Saumur, where we 
saw Vineiiil, and Wept again over M. de Turetfne. He 
st ems greatly ailectetl w ith his loss ; you will pity him 
w hen 1 tell you he is in a place where no one ever saw 
this liero. Vineiiil is growni very old, very phthisicky, 
very drivelling, and very devout; hut he is still witty : 

* From 'l>e bottom of a boat, 

On the water aftuat, 

Not a house in our sight, 
f Thii is folly outrighi. 
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he sends you a thousand and a thousand compliments. 
It i? ihi. ly leagues from Saumur to Nantes: we deter- 
mined ip go there in two days, and to get into Nantes 
as this day : with this view we were upon the water 
some part of the night ; but uijfortunately we ran 
aground about two hundred yards from the place whereT 
we were to go ashore to sleep, and could not get out of 
the boat; so we put back and landed at ajiolher place, 
and, following the barking of a dog, we got about mid- 
night to a little hut, but the most wrttthed j)lace yon 
can possibly conceive : theve we found two oi ihiee old 
women spinning, and sonFft fresh straw, upon which w© 
all lay down w ithotoll o6f Oiir clothes. 1 should 

have laughed be^irtify scei^e, had it not been for 

thinking of our poor ablie, whom 1 was vexed to have 
exposed to such a fati^ mg journey. Atdi^-bieak we 
reimburked, but W(ie agiiu so completely stranded, 
that it was above an hour before we COtlld get afloat 
again; however, we were resolved to get to Mantes, 
though f^gahiSI both wind and tide. We wero fpiced to 
vow airthe way,- I lei^ivcd yont 

letters; and as I must pass thiough In- 

grande, I. shall leave this little note by the wa^. 1 am 
very well, and only want somebody to chat with, I 
shall Write to you from Nantes, as you may suppose. 
J am veiy impatient to hear from you, and about M. de 
Luxembourg and his army: for iny head has bt*en in a 
sack these nine days. 'Ihe History of tlie Crusades is. 
very amusing, particularly to those wlio have read 
'J'asso, and who see llteir o!tl friends again in prose and \i\ 
hisltiiy ; but with respect to the author’s style, I am his 
Very humble servant. The Life of Origen is divine 

* This is du* work of Dtiftissc, olT\)n-R(>yal. It had just been 
hahcil, wiili the Ijilt* uf Tciiy^Uian, by the same author. 
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LETTER CCCXH. 

TO THE SAME. 

Nantes, Friday, Sept. 20, Tr»7^. 

1 HAVE just rpceived my clear chiUPs letter, wherein she 
sup|jf\ges me a wumkrer on the borders of ihe occ»an : 
can any thing be more just than these suppositions? I 
wrote to you constantly on the road, and even from my 
little boat as long as 1 was i^ble. 1 arriv d here about 
nine o*clock at night, at the foot <>f this grc'at castle 
wall, at the very place whehdiB oqr cardinal (de Retz) 
made his escape : we heard a small bark rowing towards 
ns, and a voice that cried. Who goes there ? 1 had my 
answer ready, and In an instant 1 saw M, de Lavardin 
come out op, the little door with five or six flambeaux 
before him, arid accompanied by several of the nobles; 
he came «p to me, and hold out his band with all the 
politeness imaginable. { am persuaded this must have 
made a very pretty seiche from |hc water, and I know 
it gave my Boatmen no sinaR tife* of their passengers’ 
consequence. 1 ate a very hearty supper, for I bad 
neither eaten nor slept for nearly four and twenty hours. 
1 slept at M. de Harouis’; there is nothing but feasting 
and merriment going on at the castle and here.'' M. de 
l.avardin never loaves mo: he seems delighted with an 
opportunity ol conversing with me : he has given me 
the whole clotuil of the history of this province, and the 
difl'erent conduct of tho.se who have the government of it ; 
it is extraordinary, and has amused me; and in return 
1 acquaint him with every thing relative to oul^profiitiSe. 
He has many great and good cjualities; he is sometime* 
imperious and haughty, and this has hitherto done him 
^<‘rvicc; and on a sudden, he is all mildness and sub* 
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nibsion to llie govemofiAvhicli contributes stili more t© 
enhance his reputritioni^* He has given the title of Maji* 
mgfteurio Feuilladi and Duras, and, by way of fami» 
liarity, has throwi^ in My tnosl honoured lord. This is 
|ome comfort for y6h> and may serve to show you what 
style you must make ute of, if write at all to these 
gentlemen. , 

I saw our sistefs of Sainte-Marie who still adore you, 
itnd remember every syllable you said while you were 
With them. We gfting to Silleraye : M; de La- 
tardm will take iifi#lher,e, and from thence to the Rocks, 
where I shall be Tuesday. Alas! my child, what 
« misery ! can yod endure ihy letters now ? 1 thank 

M. de Grignan for regretting them. The abbe is well, 
and 1 am, if possible, hiuch bettor,, M. de Guitaut has 
written to inform me of his wife’s Being safBly delivered, 
which gives me no small pleasure, as I \y.as under some 
uneasiness about her. I have some suspicion of you ; 
but I dare not sidier njyself to dwell upon it thought of 
that kind, which could not fail to afflict me greatly, 
were I assured it were the ca#e. M. de Coulanges tells 
me that poor madaihe de Sanzei has at length put on 
mourning ; La Mousse was with her at Autri, but is 
come back again, though she has more need of him 
now than ever. T am still under apprehensions for my 
son. I fancy that M. de Luxembourg has still a great 
desire to risk a little battle : oh ! it is a cruel profes- 
sioii. 

1 am rejoiced, my dear, to find that the archbishop 
is with youf? I guess the nature of your conversations, 
all ynjir tittle propositions and resolutions : I would 
no%4liili you undertake to remove my interest in your 
afflairs; it is, in other words, telling me to die, for as 

* An estate belwtging to M. d’HaroCiis. 
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long as 1 am in extst^nc^^s 1 ahall it tiriore anxious tnd 
o(‘qu{>ied with them, than wiriiti^aKiy thing that cmn 
happen to myself; calculate upon^lillll and pity nie fat 
being of no greater service to yqji tjhan I am ; for in 
shorty what can 1 do ft^i^tute the archbishop 

Very respectfully for ; 1 wbh him health for thi 
sake of his furinly and .friends. M. d’Haroiiis tnakeO 
you a,ini!iion ol‘ compliments : wc read the newspapers 
he re ; I thought the passage you reinarked, very drolh 
M. do Muntgaillard was killed fiyubtysix days ago, by 
a brother of Tonquedec^s ; it seefll|ilifcey had a quarrel^ 
and Moutgaillard fell upon the Otb# in a violent rage* 
and gave him several blOfVs with the cane he used to 
such good purpose upon his lieutenant; Pongan drew 
his swwvd, and through, |he body ^ he died'in* 

stantl}' ; this scene ‘^'fiassed in a small town in Lotver 
}iritan\% where M. de Chaulnes happened to be at the 
same time. You shall not want for news from ^ritany* 
I pity you, my poor child, in having such letters as 
miiK3 to read, and i pity myself fur having such stulT 
to write you. 

I was under some uneasiness this ^morning #bout thy 
son : but I liave since seen by all the papers, that M* 
de Luxembourg intends to remain in Flinders. You 
have doubtless heard of the infamous capitulation of 
Treves*. 1 think it Was very fortunate for the marshal 
that he was only delivered prisoner to the enemy. The 

* Marshal He Crequi, aft*»r IRavinj; tli'fonHecl TrA'cs for the spaee olm 

month with the utmost valour, was at last made prisoilW of war by thilf 
perfidy of a c-aptiin of horse, named BoUjoordan, who foatut means to 
stir up the wliule garrison against him, and being let out at the gates ctf 
the town, privately went over to tlie besiegers, and dreyr up articles of 
eapiuilaiion unknown to ilie ruarsliul. This wretcli was afterwArdji 
taken, as lie was endeavoiirinjjf to escape into the cnamy^s territories, 
bud his head severed from his bo^ly at Mcnt** 
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cpnfederaie arixlyrw^*0$i^ join that of the mporish^t^; 
but wp are ce/tai« prince will not be obhijrcd 

to iigbl> unless );i^^^oses it-: this is one of tlie advan- 
tages of being a i^oil^^bess-player. M. de Coulanges 
is going to Lyons;' ite^, word, that he has left 
your picture in pledge |irith a niie^cbant for some money 
he was obliged to borrow of him. 'J he dear picture ! 
1 am naturally fond of good painting ; but I must own 
that its being so very like you, does not add a little to 
its value. 

You have reaa(itt|j^|0 approve the report that pievails 
of my being on^li^y way to Provence : ought we not, 
in justice, to follow the feelings of our own heart, hen 
they are so lively and just as mine? Ah, what tolly ! 
for while 1 say this, J^am at ^ I shall be sorry 

when your five months^ stay at Orignan is over : Aix 
and Lambesc are far less pleasing to me than the un- 
resti allied freedoi^ of your chateau. You have paid all 
your visits : that is W'ell. I have not written to the 
princess since the death ot her son ; how can one wiite 
on pch subjects ? and what is become of Vardes, and 
my friend Corbinelli# Felix’s* son is bishop of Apt or 
Gap. 

Recollect, my child, tl|||t I receive your letters on the 
ninth day after they are vintten : I tell you this,/?/or d$ 
preposito (yjnseasouably), to remove your idea that 1 
am at the Antipodes. Poor Vaubruu is still in an abyss 
ot grief. I am very much of yqjir opinion, that theic 
ate certain fosses for whuh^^e ought not to receive 
COnso]ation,<^nd uhich should prevent us from seeing 
visitors; i(fip ought, as our good cardinal said, to draw 
|hc bolts upon ourselves. The liitle cardinal (de Rouil- 

• M. Felht was first surgeon to the king, and his son was aftemards 
tnnsUted to the bishopric of Chalons upon S )ane. 
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km) still ■‘“f contemp<?ill»<‘ 

’ikjrvice of Notre IDetita. | retu!Wi 

to Cayoye, whom I ws^^not at wJt(i Barts : 

he waa at court, and m they d^re tell 

Hfi tli^t he wad Poor little (il^ar* 

what a great mi&fbrtiteel T wSh you cmild hav^ seen 
Baiiilou and the good Bducheiat. 

Lr/rrai 

i 

TO Tfitfi SA%|^ 

Sillcra^e, Tuesday, Sept. 24> IC75. 

1 AM now, my dear child, m place where you 
one duj' with you wjj^l not ki|OW it agh!n, 

for there is not stone left upon anotlier of ^hut 
were then standing. M. de ILuouis has built a large 
house hue : it is thwrty toffees in Iro^ vwth two wings, 
and two jauvihons; he had the plan fioiO acujhibrited 
architect of Naiit^ls, but aa he was not on the spot^nhAi* 
self thre«f times wliile it was building, it has bettiyi^ir 
badly executed. Our abbe is (]4lit^ griesediiiat it^ aife 
foi M. d'Harouis, he onl\ laughs at it. HU feOofc us 
tlu le last evening. jM. de dined With us, and 

detains me till to-moirow moining. It is imjMNlifeible for 
the attentions, confidi^iiGe, and eonsideratiip oi M. dl? 
Livardin to me, to bt exceeded: I assiiffe^ou M. de 
Gngnan himself could njt show me greater hospitutky 
nor greatci kindness, ^dare not pTai<>e Ibiill more tfeK 
you ; but he has very solid viitues, and a fIfeinterestedM 
ness which fits him for command. 1 sh^i iUll you to 
sleep some day with the afiaiis of this piovince: they 
are worthy of attention, and you must now suffer me 
to wnu them as news My letters, compared with 
those you receive from Pans, will have the air of being 
x'OL. icr. % 
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written by m of a provifiic^, who retetea and con- 
fides t<> yoa the ^trigties of JivignOfU, or some otiier 
lown* lii shorts oty 4^ child, nothing but your ailec- 
tion will make you pri^e niy letters. We have heard 
news from the court U is jtald that M. Felix is not 
bishop of Gap, but of ]>igne. I|W happy 1 think yod 
in having M. do Saint-Paul apd him ! Would to God 
they were with us ! you would have much less uneasi- 
ness. I wish you also a little M. Laurens, who, it ia 
said, will be plac^%^tfic first conveyance. 1 had in- 
tended to send my irc^pliarieiUs to Molinier, but it is to 
the archbishop atid> the coadjutor 1 ought to address 
myself. They are compaiiloits and brothers : I am 
delighted. 

Our poop iiOwer-Brfiilons flock tp|^f]ier forty or fifty 
at a time in the fields, and when they see the soldiers, 
they fall upon their knees, and say, ‘‘ culpa;” this 
is the only word French they know; as our French 
said, that in Germany the only w'ord of iMtm that was 
said at mass, was Kyrie eleison. They still hang these 
ppor Lowor-il^etons; they ask for nothing but some- 
thing to drink, and some snuff, and to be dispatched ; 
and de €aro?t pas un mot. Out of the seven days I was 
at Nantes, I spent threo: afternoons '' **'^* nur sisters of 
Sainte-Maifie : they have sense, they adore you, and 
are delighted with the little friend ^ 1 always carry with 
nao ; for if it were to be spoiled, as M. de Langlade said 
ip M, d’Andilly, what would hf^ome of me without it ? 
M. de Lavardin sends you a thousand compliments, and 
M, d’Haroiiis will, I think, write to you, being your 
Enthusiastic admirer : I love him, as you know, and I 
take pleasure in observing him. 1 wish you could see 
thii so superior to the trifles that occupy others ; 


^ Miniaiure picture of iDarJame de Grigwaa. 
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his ini id and benevolent temper ; his soal, as great de 
M. dii Turenne's, appears to rue worthy of a kingdom^ 
and I wonder at the way in which we estimate the 
moral virtues. 1 am certain if M. d'Haroiiis were to 
die, there would be as many masses said for him, as for 
M. de Tureniic. We take our departure to-rnorrow for 
:he Rocks,* where I shall find letters from you: I have 
bV»en ii\ this country two days longer than 1 wished, 
which is the reason I have heard but twice from you. 
I arn well : how are you, my child dp you sleep ? is 
your north-east wind tractable ? It is^delightfiit weather 
here. 


LETTER CCCXLIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tl» Eocks, 1^7^- 

i wuoTE tp you, my dear child> from «v<^y place where 
it was possible to do it ; but as I was not so exact with 
respect to Our dear d^Hacqueville, arid the rest of oiur 
friends, they have been very uneasy about me, for‘ 
v\hi('h I am really extremely obliged to them : they did 
the Loire the honour to suppose that it had swallowed 
me up ; alas, poor thing ! 1 am sure I should hove been 
the first it had ever served so unhandsomely; 1 found 
no other inconvenience from it, but that its. waters were 
too shallow. D’HacqueviUe writes me word that he 
knows not what to say to you of me, and that he fear# 
his silence respecting me will alarm you. Are you not 
too good in having appeared so solicitous about me, that 
wc are anxious to spare you every trifling uneasiness ? 
You have so thoroughly convinced me of this, that I 
have thought of nothing but of writing to you punc- 
taally. i set out from Silh raye tint day after I wrote 

f 2 
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to you, which was on Wednesday; M. de Lavardin pni 
me inlo rny carriage, raid M. d’llarouis loaded me v. il ii 
provisions of all kinds. ^We arrived here on Tiiursday. 
The first person 1 met was mademoiselle du Plessis, 
more frightibl, more foolish, and more impertinent, than 
ever. I am really ashamed of the liking she has taken 
to me, and I swear bi/ thifi ^^ond sword, that . I will not 
encourage it by the least complaisance, fiieuidship, 
good-nature, or mark of ajiproliation : ] say the rudest 
things possible to her, but, unl'ortimately, she takes 
them all in good part, and thinks 1 am jesting with her. 
You may judge whether I tell you truth or not, after 
the story of the box on the ear, wliich 1 thought would 
would have killed Pomeivars witli laughing. She is con- 
stantly at rny elbow, but at present, indeed, she is tak- 
ing the drudgery of the house oil' my haiul.s; she is 
cutting out najd\ins for me. 

1 found my woods perfectly beautiful and .shady ; the 
trees which were so little w^hen you last saw thtm, arc 
all grown very large, beautiful, and flourishing; they 
have been cut, and now form a dclightfuj shade; thev 
-are from forty to fifty fi^et high : is there not some- 
thing of maternal tenderness in this detail ? (.’onslder, I 
planted them myself, and sav«^ them, u.s M. de IMon- 
bason says of his children, wIh ij ibey xvrrc 'hiisln 
than this; it Is a retreat formed expressly for med Nation. 
1 am persuaded you would make the most of it, woie 
you here ; 1 a.ssure you, I am far from neglecting it : if 
the thougiits are not made black lyv it, they are at h a i 
turned to a dark grey ; I think of you at every step, I 
regret your absence, I long for 30 Hir company ; the n 
your health, your aflairs, the disfanCe you are at from 
me* all -his makes terrible havock in my fjoor brain : it 
requires the most perfect submission to the will of iba;- 
vkjence, to endure what I do without despair. As to 
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J am as well in tiiat respect as I was ten years 
u^o. I cannot conceive whence 1 ilerive Uiis perjRtual 
spring'; iny constiiution every way e.nswers the pur- 
poses I rc(|'jire ol it : J re:!'i, 1 aino'-e invself ; tf 1 have 
any thing to do, 1 do it heiore ilv aldx!*, as \i' he w'ere 
in another place: this agivcahie uneens! together 
witli a. liitle hope, jti'.t {^events i;;'‘ lioin heing at the 
4.‘X[)rnse of a eurd t.> [wng '.vitli. 1 fouiKl a 

lelttT of yours the otiier diiy in vviiich y in cahed rne, 
yoar good mamma; d was written at Sainl- "vlary, when 
y<m were ten years old, ami you related to me the story 
of uiadairie Ameiot, wlio fed head over luRds from her 
parlour to tlie cellar; your stvle was good, even then. 
I found several other letters to mudeunjiselie de ISevigue. 
All these cifcumslances bring you to my mind, for 
what else could make me think of you? I'received nb 
letters from you by the. last post, which makes mife 
somewhat uneasy. Neither have I heard any thing 
more from the coadjutor. La Garde, Mirepoix, Bellievre, 
than if they were in another world; 1 intend to rouse 
them a little. 

Do you not admire the king’s good fortune? They 
iidorm me, that his hig/iur.ss mi/ father'^ is dead; he was 
a good enemy : they say likewise, that the imperialists 
iiave repassed the Rhine, to detend the emperor from 
the T«n k, who presses him oiv the side of Hungary : 
all tliese are what may call lucky stars for his ma- 
jesty, but make 'WM^nble in Ih itany, for fear of ex- 
periencing heavier punishments. 1 am going to pay a 
visit to the good princess de 'i arente ; she has already 
sent me her compliments twice, and always impiires 

* Cliarlcs IV., duke of .T/'vr.'uiic, dltcl die* I7di of September; ma- 
•iiMue d*’ Msleboune lib d;iui;liw'r, ulicuevor six spoke of him, used to 

iiiin. /;'v /ii;> ,Sj n.u jaUucr. 
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very frind/y aft^r you — if she pay <5 her court to it 
thi‘. way, she will certainly succeed. Your obser\ jtiot 
Ott Haiut-Thou is v\cel!enr, that at least he cannot 
erased of not hdvmg toiJ his dream till after his mis- 
fortune* I pity you for not having your own letteis to 
read; but though th(‘y constitute my clearest and only 
pleasure, though I know thtii value, 1 am sony to rc* 
ccive so many of them. 

Adieu, my beloved child : I frec^uc ntly hear from 3’ouf 
brother; he is very mucii concernril at not being able 
to get rid of this Wretched guidonage ; but he should 
consider that there are a number of persons present 
and pressing, who are to be provided for first, and who 
indeed have merited it by their services; these will 
always be preferred to one that is absent, and con^ 
stdered as already provided for; and who has besides 
had no opportunity of showing himself by any tiling, 
except his impatience in being so long a subahei n ; 
and that they do not care a farthing about# Well! 
Jthis is precise!}^ what we used to say, that after a long 
and wearisome voyage, w e found ourselves nine hun- 
dred leagues from a harbour, and so on, you know. 

LETTER CCCXLIV. 

' ^ 

*<10 THE SAME. 

ThCi Ro<^^f||iV^nesdii} , October 2 , 
Mv dear child, I received your Hester two dajs ago: 
tips was the tenth da}' ; 1 might have received it sooner. 
If the p^t^'had arrived at Pai is on Tuesday, 1 should 
have rjpived it on Friday, instead of IVlonday. The^e 
calcu^pmns remind me of the good Chisiercs ; hut 1 
hear with them, and considtr v^i)enic 
the\" proceed, and to what they tend. Your lettei at- 
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itcuJ me sensibly: I f^iuy you are Hot ijrt concerned 
At this fuitliei lemoval, \oij sp^eak of it uith tender- 
ness; tor my pait, 1 felt, and still feel, it painfully. 1 
t'lought the distance we ucie at before was suliicient; 
a hundred leagues added to it inneases rnv sorrow; I 
cannot dwell on this thought without a fiesh occasion 
for your leduif s. What you say in two \%ords of the 
little piofit you rcctjve from them 3 oiiisi if, 11, a tender* 
ncss that pleases nif' ettiemely. You say you would 
have me write to you ol my woods ; the barrenness of 
the subject cannot make mf letters dis)>leasmg to you. 
Well then, my child, I will ^11 you that 1 pey homage 
in them to my fgvourite plaxfet, the moon; Piessis is 
going away ; the good abbe fears the dew ; I, who 
never feel It, reinani theie with Beaojieu and niy sei- 
vants till eight o'clock i the walks possess such beauty, 
tianquillity, repose, and siienfoe, that 1 cannot ei\|oy 
them too much* Whether I think of you with affection 
or sensibitity^ I lekVe you ^ gUbss^ for I am not com- 
petent to 4o<i^eribe what £ Ml. 1 am heie alone, and 
very much at my ease ; but 1 am appiehensive of com- 
pany, that IS, of chifistraint. ^ 

1 have been to visit the good princess (madame de 
laronU) ; she received mO with transport. Her opi- 
nion ot you, shows she fafif tlOt ^l^gelher the taste of 
a Gciinan : she is pleased WHh ^dnr person, and with 
what she has seen of yoUr mind. She does not want 
senvse in her way. Shie loves her daughter^; she is 
wholly taken up With the thoughts of her; she tells 
me wh It she suffl rs from her «abseiK t, ns the only 
ptison who can enter into hti fet^lings. £ can give you 
a very good account of the court ot Denmark ; 1 know 

* Charlotte Emilie llennatc de la Ticmonillt, marrted May 
lOHOf to Autyuie d’Altemboiirg, count d’Oldti hout^. 



nothing of that <>f Franco, but I shall not fail to 
you the news of Coporifiagc'ri. 1 must acquaint y<>u, 
that the princess cle la Tromoiiillc is a favourite of ihe 
queen, who is iu;r iirst cousin. There is a prince, ii»e 
hinges bioihcr, very agreeable and very gallant, whom 
\v(‘ have scon in I Vance, and who is passionately in love 
with the princess; and the. princess may, perhaps, have 
some disposition not (o hate him: but there is a fa- 
vourite who i.s very pow’oilul, called count Khighs- 
toghmkllfel, you undersUnd * : this comit is likewise in 
love w ith the priricess, blit sli(‘ hates him ; not but ti'al 
he is brave, well made, has wil, and politem ss, inn be 
is not a gentleman by descent, and that lliought is 
enough to make a lady faint. The king is his con- 

* Thne U no doubt that madime de Sdvlgnd amused herself by 
making this name worse than it really was. The fact is this. The fa- 
%ourite alluded to is Sihumaker (in French Coj't^onnier;, count d« 
Giiftetifeldt, high chancellor of Denmark, And very celebrated in iiie 
histoty of that ktii‘'dom. Tlie greatest talents atid^m meiiioraMe 
acifviees had jaistvi Imn fiuux the situation of a secretary, to this exalted 
dignity, and to the unlimited favour of Chnstiaw V. He was, indeed, 
very much in love with madAme do la Trdint>uilU*, and on the point (;f 
desmting la piinccvs of the blood, to whom he was betrothed. Jhu the 
romance, of whuh inadainc de Sdxdgud ^ives ua only the iirst vnlimie, 
ended speedUy^^ and tragically. In tlie year ](*;G, Criflenreldt was ur- 
teated, tried, aamenced to lose hia head, ami, ilirough favour, thrown 
into piison, from wluch he was lih< lattd tweiit) -three years arreruards, 
only to cUe In a few months. iihttortlon> venality, and high tu ason, 
were his crimes. 1I< o.ud his misfoituuit piurtiy to his comu xions wiih 
France. Lewds XIV. \Mslnng ui employthe Swedes against the Dutch, 
his omb issadoi 'Id ’on sturud <\ti; tiling to prevent a war hctwien 
IQbpsmuk and K*Veden. GrilTtntildt privately, and aj.';aimt th<- king’s 
iftsh, stconiUd him, (nherfttmi tin belief that he eouM govern his 
master more ^i&slly in pcaie than in war, or from being gained (wer to 
Ijcwis by tlu liWudhy of hi pr< m nts. It a})pf ar> eh ar, liowever, t.hai 
abtla|d hi» powtr ovn his inastci, who.',e pride the Jealous ind k* 
TtmbLcd/iHi miuted. 
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fidant-, and is desirous to conclude this marriage : the 
queen is in the interest of lier cousin, and favours the 
pretensions of the prince ; but the king opposes him, 
and the favouritt; makes him feel the weight of his jea- 
iousy and of his power. The princess weeps, and 
writes to her mother letters of forty pages. She has 
demanded lur dismission from the, court, but neither 
the Icing nor the queen will consent to it, though for 
dltlerent reasons. 'Fhe prince is removed from the 
court on several preaexls, but he always finds some 
plausible occasion to return. At j)reseui they are en- 
gaged in a war with the Svvedes ; and the rivals are 
piquing themselves on the performance of ronoantic 
actions to please the princess. The favourite said to 
her, as he took bis leave, “ 1 see, inadarnc, in what 
manner you treat me, but I am sure it is not in your 
power to refuse me youi* esteem. This is the first 
vuhune of the history ; you shall not fail to have the 
.vetjuel of it ; 1 am reaolved, that no person in France 
shall be better acquainted 'than you with the intrigues 
of IXuirnark, Wher |^|, W ave no more to say of this 
court, I shall entertal!P|yon with Pilois ; there is no 
medium between thest^^important subjects. 1 must let 
you know, however, lh;a these are Very great secrets : 
ai)ove all, I beg you tiot to pronbiinfei tlie name of the 
count Kinghstoghmkllfel. . 

I am very glad you sleep at Grignan, and that you 
are not devourtxk ! Think not that you are the only 
one V lio is in pain respecting the health of another, I 
think incessantly <>f yours. Your flow’ers and walks 
delight me. I hope I shall have some nosegays from 
th( large garden I am so w’ell acquainted with : I had 
inieiidod to ask you for a few of your fme grapes^ 


♦ lior f^inicucr at the Ilovks. 

.1 6 
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ivha* a sliam« to offer me none ! but it is because the\ 
are not yet ripe. 

In the name of God, my dear child, tell me what yc»u 
think of my refusal of your /licture to Quanto^ s sister * ? 
You suppose, I fear, that I hare been too rude ; answer 
me this. I followed my first impulse, and am appre- 
hensive I have displeased the coadjutor. 1 hear l>o will 
soon be with you; v^hcn I reflect on the society he 
will meet with in the country, it is matter of uondcr to 
irie how he can regret these every-day wmikii La 
Trousse is at Paris, as you know ; they t<ilk of 
hiin the situation of Froulai ; this will be a step foi our 
poor guidon. 

This is a terrible year for marshal de Crcqui : I think 
with you, that he is no wheie in safety or repose, but 
amongst the enemy. He has a little dissipated the le- 
gioHvS that were intrusted to him; but thty obeyed him 
too well on the day of battle. 

I am informed from all hands, that M. dc Mirepoix 
1 $ very much dissatisfied as to the constraint of keeping 
his word, and that we shall the ratilicaiion from 

him bat by dmt of sword. 

I forgot to tell you, that th^good Tarente returned 
my visit two days after I had been to see her. It w as 
great news in the country ; she was delighted with your 
miniature ; our Denmark girls furnish us with conver- 
sation. Write some little civility about the princess, 
which I shall be delighted to show her : she is to be my 
physician when f am ill : she is clever, and has promised 
me a wonderi^‘ essence, which has cured her of Ikt 
horrible vsp<>urs. Three drops are to be taken in any 
liquid, andi you are cured as if by magic. I am in 
at present, but there is ao harm in liav- 


♦ <l« Fontevrauld, 
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ing a 1 find you have iGst your good 

method of thanking mO, which iVaa rejoicing with me 
at the opportunities that offered for serving yoti : that 
was deiighifuL Pray give my complirrteiita to the arch** 
bishop, and embrace JVL de Grignan fot* ttie. I am 
wholly yours, my dear child : this, you will say, is 
somethin^f new. 


LErrER CCCXLV. 

TO THE same. 

The Rocks, Sunday, October 6, 167 A* 
Indeed, iny dear child, you relate a most lamentable 
story about your poor lost letters ; was it Baro who 
was guilty of this folly ? You were all gay, and in high 
spirits, thinking you had entertained your friends com- 
pletely ; but 1 pity the archbishop the most, as I kndVr' 
he never sets pen to paper, but on atfairs of importance, 
and then, to find that he has taken all this pains only 
to have his letter lost in a bog, or tumbled down a pre- 
cipice, is really provoking. As for M. de Qrigrtan, he 
is discouraged from let ter- writing for the rest of his 
life. What an accident this, to befall an indolent man f 
you will see that he will never write again, for fear of 
losing his labour. If you acquaint the coadjutor with 
this misfortune, he wUl^not fall to make the most of it. 
I can easily com prefaiSfl^ your vexation^ and 1 also 
enter fglly into what yifiiii endure at leaving Grignan to 
be subjected to the restraint of a town : liberty is aW 
inestimable blessing; you feel it more thaw any on^, 
and 1 pity you more than I can express. You will 
neitiier have Vardcs nor Corbinelli with you, who would 
have been a great addition to your society. 

You ought to have told me the names of Ilie four 
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hidies who dime to assdssinnte you : for my p^rt, J have 
always time to guard myself against disagreeable com- 
pany ; when 1 find they are coming on one side, 1 walk 
out of the way on the other; tins is a trick that 1 
played the seneschars wife of Vitre, no longer ago than 
yesterday, and then I scolded my servant, lor not ac> 
fjnainiing rnc of her being there: if you me how 1 
can exc:us(; my conduct, 1 reply, it is the park puls such 
tricks into my head. Do you remember one, <)ay that 
we avoided the Fouesnels in lltat manner? I walk a 
great deal, these groves are extremely btaulibjl: 1 
work too as you do, but, thank heaven, I hm e rif^t a 
little impertinent Montgobert with rnc*, to put nu* !o rny 
shifts. I cannot imagine bow you can ('ndure tjfis hu- 
miliation : I do not soil my silk with my wool, 1 am very 
well pleased to go niy own wa}' ; it seems to me as if 
I were only ten years old, and iliat a little sampler 
has been given me to play with ; your chairs rnusl he 
very ugly, that you prefer your hul to them. I am 
extremely delighted with what Montgohi rt writes to 
me,; there is a poignaney in her style, and a mumier 
ihr^i is very pleasing; it is a pleasures to have so agrt e- 
ablc a. companion in a house: 1 bad such a one once in 
iny life, to my no small joy. M. d’Angers wrote me 
word the otlicr day that she is an angel. 

1 thought madame d’Albietks answer very droll ; rutd 
that it contained more wit than usual. It appeared lu 
me excellent; the affect ioncue ^icyv ant is hard of dige^ 
tion : the monseigneur is well established. You were 
highly amusedf^hen, my child, with rny narrative from 
Orleans: 1 laughed at it myself; it was ail 1 had left in 
.bu^g^t, that I thought worth sending you. You 
to take pleasure in my dilluse and 
dry ilpijiriptions of my woods and rny liouse; you ccr- 
taiaj^do it purely out of love to me. Jiut 1 think 1 
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made pretty wdl up for it, by my news from Denmarkr 
'J'Ik* city of Kenncs is threatened with having the par** 
lianu nt removed to Dinan ; this would completely ruin 
the province. The punishment that is to be inflicted dm 
that city vvill make no small noise. 

My son writes me word, that in all probability he 
shall soon l)c with me here. Have you not got La 
<i,nde with yo\i yelr ami pray, where is our coiuljutor ? 
^*011 Ibiind h:s harauLoie exactly winil 1 described ; and 
that pro't, the ccnit oj' xvdr is vneertain, was the happiest 
and most agreeable turn in the world ; never was any 
thing so much aj)j;iauded. 1 hear M. de Villars is going 
ambassador to Savoy ; 1 have id^ewise received letters 
from i\ antes ; if tli(^ manjtiis de Lavardin, and M. 
criiarouis, were concerned in the gazette of that place, 
you won id certainly have found an article in it about 
my arrival and departure. I n't urn with intei t;st, my 
dear child, j/our concern for Britany ; every thing, for 
twenty leagues round you, is of consequence to me. 
An Augustin came hero the other day, a kind of wan- 
doing friar, wlio lead been all over Provence, and who 
merit lo?ted. M. de (Tvignan and M.dTVrles to me several 
limes : I tiiought him a clever man ; but 1 am certain, 
h id 1 In 'Ml at Aix, I shmdd not ever* have looked at 
iii-'.i, 

A propbs, did, I mention to you an excellent telescope 
tlon .unused us exceedingly in the boat? It is really a 
ma.sti r*};ii'ce of its kind ; it is a still better one than 
that v^hicii the ahhe left with you at Grignan. This 
gi iss brings objects quite liomc that are at three leagues’ 

lance ; alas! that it would bring those which are 
at Juo hundred I You may easily guess the use we 
made of it on the banks of the Loire, but 1 have found 
a new inetliod of using it, which is this : you know that 
one oiul brings olqecis nearer to you, and the other 



6t 


throwf. 16 a great distauce ; now this end I turn 
towards madcttioispile dn Plt-sds, and *n rnnincut I see 
her three leagues fmn) loe. 1 irnf* ll ^ e.\; erirnejifc the 
Other doy on her, and the rest of‘ niy ut /hhui^r^* this 
was amusing, Imt nol;ody k/*ew what 1 me.-nt hy ; *»f 
there bail been any one to whom I ronul have en 
the hint, the pleasure w'ould have bt en gif at c r Vvin ti 
tired witli disagreeable company, it is ooi ; < : i 'br 

the glass, and look thn*ugh it at the 'tv. ■ ,-"ees 
the objects. Ask Montgobert, it* stie \vt>uUt ' have 
laughed beatlily. This is a pretty su! ject to r; ik non- 
ftcnse upon. If you have Corbinelli with you, let me 
recommend the use of the glass to you. Adieu, my 
dear; we are not niountuins, as you say, so I hoj e to 
embrace you a little nearer than two hundred leagu»}s : 
but you ar« going still farther elf; I have a great mind 
to set out for Brest. It is very hard, in my opinion, 
that the grand-duchess should not have the go<;d Barai 
as her lady of hotjour; the Guisardes have appointed 
La Sainte*M|me to the office. 1 hear that LaTrousse's 
good fortune is doubled, and that he will have de 
Froulai’s situation*. 


LETTER CCCXLVL 

. TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, WtKlnesday, October 9, 1675. 
rRECEiVED on Monday morning your letier of Sunday 
ae*ng|ght : this is excellent dispatch, but a‘as, ruy dear 
it is all at an end; you are going to remove far- 
off, and I hxust no longer exijeci s'u h regularity. 

♦ M. dc Cavoyc obtained the situation of gjand-n- le-dcs-logis, 
vacant by the death of M. de FroiUai, who was ‘ , iisarbiuclu 
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I greatly sympatfuze with you in the regret with which 
y 5 »u leave (irignan ; the life you lead there, is much 
biller sulit/l to your taste, than the continual parade 
you are obliged to keep up in great towns, and an 
eit rnal round of ceremony, that is insupportable. I 
have vviilie/i to d*Mac(|ueville, to desire him not to 
eonip’ain to me of the worhl of bntrine'S he has upon 
his haiiil^, fur 1 know it is whal he is Ibr-d cd‘: he writes 
to \’oii three times a week ; now yon would be very 
we!! coMtenled to hear from him but onre in that time, 
an-1 the fat abbe would excuse him another ; so you 
see how easy he reighi make it to himself. I have pro- 
jiosed the same thing to jiim on my part, and write to 
him but once in eight or ten days, by way of setting 
him the example, but it is to no purpose; ho doeji not 
undei stand such an act of indulgence, anlfrwiU write, 
as the judge wouid judge, right or wrong. I am really 
very sorry for the poor man, for I am sure all this fa- 
tigue must at last kill him : Were you to sec his tables 
on Wednesdays, Fridays, and Stiiurdays, you would 
ihirtk you were at the genera! po.'t-rdhee. For my part, 

T do not kill myse'f with writing; I read, I work, I 
walk, and fretpseiil y <lo nothing ; Bella cosa far nientt*, 
says :he motto <n one ef rny trees; the other answers. 
Amor odit iiirr'cs I ; one does not know whitdi to believe, 
but this 1 knovv, that 1 do not like to confuse rny brains 
with too rnueh riling. J love to write to you indeed, 
because J ean talk to you, gossip with you, and because 
I could not do >villi()ut it; but I wnitu to others, only 
because i must. 

I had a letter yesterday from Coligni, in which he 

* How dtUghlful is indolence ! 

*1' Love hates the slothful. 
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asks my consent lo marry my niece cle Bussy. All I 1 
give it him with all my hvart : he is railed I/m^henr.. It 
is a family that our cardinal has praised to tlir skies. 
A'propds, he is empioyrd in making medicines ; he 
Ci rtainly must staiul in great need of them, wlien he 
can hrlug himself to the trouble of making them, lhay 
do not TK'glei t wi lting to liiin ; you owe him at least 
that mark ol’ respect aiul gratitvuic: von u(‘e,*l ne under 
no fear of breaking in nj>on his meditation ; he is not 
yet in the third lieiiven, 1 liave In ar<l in s( crct, a cir- 
cumstance that gives me no small uneasmess, which is, 
that cardinal d’Estrees docs all he possibly can, both by 
himsi If and Ins friends, to make the pf)|*e cliange his 
resolution, with respect to our caniinaPs liai, and to 
give it to M, de Marseilles: I assure you, a dagger 
would not||iierce me more than a thmg of that kind. 
And then our cardinal is coniinmilly teasing the pojie, 
to consider ilu^ reasons he has oiiertd in his letter, lor 
clivestiug himself of his dignity: now if they should 
take advantage of tills unlucky circumstance, to make 
his holiness cliange his opinion, weald it not be enough 
to thri'vv ns all into desp 1 tell you this in confi- 
dence : 1 had it Irom d’nacapieville, who mav perhaps 
have told you uf it likewise ; if so, you will use your 
own discretion. In tie; mean lime, 1 assure you, I hate 
d'Estrt'es mo..1 heartily. 

M. de Chauines is bringing four thousand men into 
llennos to jninish the inliahitants ; notfiing can exceed 
tile coiue,si'’'n ot tir.it city, and the unsj^takable hatred 
that the whole jirovince bears to the governor. \Ve 
Ifttamnot tell where ouv slates will be held now. I hav« 
desired M. de Lavardln and La'i rousse to send me back 
liiy son, if they arc not going to do any thing more 
tins year : 1 want him much lo be here for a short 
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iifijf, iLal iifc limy see how completely we deceive our* 
ives^ i!i thinking we have wealth when vve have only 
f^states. l!if f)Oor exiK s* on the coa.sts of the Loire 
know notliing of the crimes laid to their charge, and 
are very uneasy under the uncertainty. Vasse was at 
a pi;K'e aljoiit six leagues from Varct, so that 1 could 
not, stt: him. 

1 an; grieved at iny little girl’s cold ; 1 feel more 
' n.m *'Ommon allectitm for her, and place to my ow n 
^ee< unt oil your kindness to her: I return llie love si»e 
if: pSayed for me the moment her reason dawned, by 
gn iog her a place in my heart. J am still at my Cru- 
.'• ivies: you cannot fail of hieing delighled with Judas 
Ivlaccabeua ; he was a great hero; what a shame it 
will be if you do not finish this book ! What wmuld you 
Imve J the history, and the style, every thing is divine; 
Adieu, most lovely, and most beloved ! Count the 
hearts over w^hich you reign, and do not forget mine in 
the list. You will now have the coadjutor w ith you, 
and you wdll both be happy. They })lay extravagantly 
high at Versailles ; the hoca f is forbidden at Paris 
under pain of death, and yet it is played at court: five 
or six thousand [listoles of a morning is nothing to lose. 
'I'liis is no better than pic*king of pockets. I beseech 
you to banish this game, from amongst you. 

I am tired with perpetually hearing tliat the impe- 
rialists hrivc repassed the Rhine: no, they hav(5 not re- 
passed it 5 ^ w ish with all my heart they would do 

!Mf'''Sioiirs <r()l(Mnif*, c!<* ;iiul dtr 'vor<; sont. intt» ba-* 

nislmn'iit. Al'u-j ihrv u'cn* Kcallol, tlu- i! ty M, di: Vi- 

lutw he j)ai»sod bis thuc: at Suuniur, tiu- jilac*. ui liii f'Aili.'. 

\iii(‘ul! a!u;w(*n(l 1 >’ks mab siy, diat lie (very Jay to ’die r.o’,vn-}iajl 

to talk (if the lu’.Ms; and that oii<^ day a dispute arose, about wbo uv«?i 
iti(; c-l'Icst, 1 iis niajcO) (jv liis • , 

'j- ^ at ear is. 
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OJ)€ thing ov the other. I have acquainted M. tk La- 
vardin with the airaif of M. d’Ambres ; he was in - 
queiitly thinking of it. So our grandees f are a little 
mortified; they may easily judge that the f)ersoii wiio 
gave the decision is interested in the support ol’ dignk 
ties of his own creating. Well, you must follow th*^ 
times; this docs not happen to be tbe most favouiablt 
one for you. 


LETTER ^CCCXLVIL 

MADAMt THE COUNT 1>E BUSSY. 


Tl^c Rocks, Oct. 9, a674. 

The marriage de Bowy^ thfiili' b 

certain. Be assured I am delighted at ik li liave re* 
ceived a very handsome coinpUment from M* de Co* 
ligni. 1 sec plainly, that you have not failed to in* 
form him that 1 am your elder,^ and ths^ lAy appioba** 
tion can, at least, do him ho harm. 

This word harm reminds me of a little anecdote which 
made me laugh heartily the other day, and which I 
cannot forbear n lating to you, A lad was brought to 
justice charged with having got a girl with ciiild, and 
defended himself by saying, ** Please your worship, I 
do not think 1 have done any iiartn there, but 1 am not 
the father of tlie child/* Pardon me, my dear cousin, 
I thought there was humour and simplicity in his an- 
swer. If a little story of tins kind sliould fall in your 
way, do not keep it to your>elf. 

But to return to M. tie Ooligni. It is certain my 
approbation can do him no iiarm. Mis letter is not that 


This relates to <hc title aC nionscig'/cnrt ^vhieli ihe ol«l nohllitv re- 
fuded to give to the mavslwh of I'^niice, till the king decided the con- 
trovrrsy in favour of the latter. 
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of a fool, and any man who can pay a compliment in 
this style, must possess both judgement and undcvsland* 
ihg. I sincerely wish it for tlie sake of my niece, for 
whom I have a great regard. At all events, the les- 
sons you give him, when to l>ie grave, and when to be 
gay, are very good in domestic life. I follow the rules 
jou preset ibe to firolong existence. J am never in bed 
more than se\(‘n hour^, and 1 eat spatingly: I add to 
your precepts walking a gr(at deal, but the worst is, 
that 1 cannot prevent sonibie thoughts from intruding 
into iny long gloomy avenui», Sadness is poison to us, 
and the source of the vapoqri. You are right in think* 
ing this disorder is imaginaijr: you have admirably de* 
fined it ; it is sorrow that giirea hit'th to, and fear that 
nourishes, it. To be with ^rOu, would be my best re- 
medy ; sorrow would be unknown to me then, ami you 
would teach me to lose the fear of death. 1 have been 
here nearly a fortnight ; I came by way of the Loire, 
and found the row delightful. 1 called upon the abb^ 
d^Effiat as 1 passed, who has a charming house, and 
saw Vineuil also at Saumur* The latter is become re- 
ligious : this is a very natural feeling in misfortutia and 
old age. I find them less patient tlian you, because 
they have less health, less strength of mind, and less 
philosophy. 

1 sjjtnt a few days at Nantes, where M. de Lavardia 
and ]\1. dc Maroiiis treated rue like a (|ueen. At length 
1 reached this desert, where 1 found walks that were 
formed under my direction, the trees of which afford 
rue a shade that reminds me I am no loiigcrr young. 
The good abbe has never quilted me. We employ our- 
selves in settling onr alVairs, and I take advantage of his 
kindness in assisting me. Ntuhing can be mure exact 
aud regular than our accounts. One little circumstance 
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only is u uitiiig to conipkitt; our satisfactiorr, wiiici} t">, 
to moiify. jk.ll no such thing is to l>t^ :<ri‘n 

iivviti \:\ vasli is <Ircadtuily dciicicnt. Aro youar- 
b ; d 1 y u i i ' i 1 1 1’ rgt.jy i u; ? 

1 do not ihijjk I dial! spend the winter liere : but if 
I rotmti to Farrs, n w .W he on rny claughterks alluirs ; 
tor it must bo oivncJ i have a intuit aiiucliori lor In r. 
.1 say lUithiog oi' mv son: 1 iovo him however v«M‘y 
nioch, and l'{^ occupy me almost as much as 

my (iaiigicii s do. u'idieu, count. Give me a little in- 
tbrnunkMi respecting ih^ WjeJding. Langhac is a high- 
souuding name for gtandear and antiquity. 1 have 
liciuti u prulsed to the iski^ by cardinal de Retz. He 
is in retirement. \Vhlat opiniou of bis retreat? 

The world, through spite at not being able to vilily so 
noble an intention, says he will soon be tired of it. 
Well, so much the better. Wait till he does leave it, 
and, in the mean time, be silent. In whatever light 
this action is viewed,' it is glorious ; and if every one 
knew as I do, that its motive was purely a religious de- 
sire to work out his salvation, togethei;with a horror for 
his past life, it would not fail to be universally ap- 
plauded. 


Lidrildt ’^GCCXLVIII. 

FiioM Tin. coc,\ r nii bossy to madame de slvignf 

ChaJiC’u, Oct. ‘29, \ 07 -> t* 

I RECEIVED your letter yesterday, my dear madam, and 
it gave me the same jdeasure that ymir It ttcis al\\a\ ^ 
do. Your nie^ce is at length on the brink of ext‘cutit.Mi ; 

'f* Tiiii, Lt’U*‘i' has hccii out of tlit* order of It-i , b(;< : ~ 

uii an:>w*/,4:'-tu llu ntt-.-ctliii”; (;i!C. 
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will find whal- slie wanted. A-propeV. : this brings 
the poor ciievalier dolJohanfto my remembrance^ 
who mei-tinq madaine d' liitc one evening, alone 
in a gallery at Fontaiiil)!(‘au, asked her what she was 
looking for. Nothing;’* said she. Faille, madam/^ 
rcjdied he, '' I should be sorry to have lost what you 
are looking for.” This is rny little story. Yon al- 
h)\ved me to tell vou one, and I have taken advantage 
of your permission. Yonrs amused me liighly, and I 
was pleased with myself that it did ; for it is necessary 
to have some degree of wit, to enter into the point 
of it. 

It is strange that you should know so well the source 
of your disorder, and that you should not cure it. 
Think often, my deair madam, of the necessity of dying, 
aiid you will have less fear of death. It is by familiar*- 
ising, myself to the thought, that 1 have diminished the 
dread of it. In those wIk) reject, and seldom dwell 
ilfjon, this idea, it creates sadness; ib me, it acts dif- 
ferently; it makes me follow the precept of Solomon, 

To do good, and to rejoice,” as a means to prolong 
!i!‘e. Thus it is by the love of life, that 1 lose the fear 
ufdviuh. It is certain, (hat if l were to see you fre- 
ijueiiily, I should make you hear reason ujx^ri the sub- 
ject, hut, in the mean time, I .should like to treat it often 
with you by letter. Do not fHncy that it is your inter- 
est only that induces me to undfTiake your cure, it is 
my own also; and I, who love mirth, believe 1 sliould 
dir, if you were to die, from having no one with whom 
} could laugh in the true spirit of laughing. 


•f* Tkc f.ifiic who wiib beheaded lor high treason 
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LETTER CCCXLIX. 

MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO THE COUN FESS DE GUIGNAN. 

The K<X'k!>, SuncUy, Oct. 13, 167 5* 
You say very justly, my dear, that the dates contri- 
bute little to make the letters of those we love agree- 
able. Wliy sliould our atteutioa be confined to ])ublic 
alfairs? Your health, your family, your most trifling 
actions, your sentiments, it is these that interest me; 
and I am so well persuaded that you are of my way of 
thinking, thai I make no scruple of talking to you of 
the Rocks, of mademois^e du Plessls, of my walks, of 
my woods, of the afiairs of our abbe> and of Copen- 
hagen, when occasion offers. You may therefore firmly 
believe, that every thing that comes from you is of 
consequence to me, and that 1 am pleased to know 
every thing, even to your tapestry ; and if you want a 
fretih supply of needles lo work with, I can supply you 
with some admirable ones. I was employed yesterday 
on a piece of work as tedious as the company I had ; 1 
never work l)ut w Ik*u I liave company ; when I am 
alone, I walk, 1 read, or I write. LaPlessis incommodes 
me no more than Maria; i am so happy as to have no in- 
clination to listen to any thing she says, and find as lit- 
tle interruption from her presence, as you do from some 
whom you have the same kind of regard for. In other 
respects, she has the best sentiments in the world ; I 
admire how all her good qualities are spoiled by her 
impertinent and ridiculous manners. It is quite laugh- 
able to ^at she says of iny patience in bearing 
with bcf'^pliovv she explains it; and the obligations 
ahe fancies it lays her under to attach herself to me; 
and how I serve her for an excuse Ibr not visiting In*!* 
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friends at Vitr6. It would make viwa smile, to observe 
her little arts to satify her vanity (for vanity is the 
growth of every soil); and her afiected fears that I am 
growing jealous of a nun of Vitro, for whom she has a 
partiality. All this would make an excellent farce. 

I must tell you the news of this province. M. de 
('haulnes is at Rennes with a great number of troops^ 
lie has, declared, that if the inhabitants offer to leave 
it, or to raise the least disturbance, he will take away 
the [larliament from that city for ten years. The fear 
of this makes them bear with every thing: I have not 
yet heard how these warlike personages behave to the 
poor citizens. We expect madame de Chaulnes, who 
is coming to see the princess at Vitre : we arc in safety 
under her protection; but 1 can assure you, that if I 
only were here, M. de Chaulnes would think it a plea^ 
sure to show his respect for me ; this is the only cir-- 
cumstance in which i could answer for him. 1 beg you 
to be under no uneasiness; 1 am in safety here, as in 
a province which you say belongs to me. 

I shall not thank d'H^^cques^iile for writing to you 
three times week, it would be laughing at him ; the 
praises he merits upon that subject are far from my 
thoughts. He writes to me twice in the week; 1 shall 
abridge one of these by my own example, out of pure 
fiieiidship for him, wishing to have very little part in 
the murder vve are all committiEig on him : he w ill die, 
and then we shall be in despair: it would be an irrepa- 
rable loss, and all the dH lactpievilles in the world would 
not make amends for it ; and he has given me great 
pleasure, by removing the resentment 1 felt for cardinal 
d^Estrees. lie informs me that our cardinal has been 
refused in a full consistory on his own letter; and that, 
after this last ceremony, there is nothing more to fear: 
so iliat he is now^, for the thirti time, a cardinal against 
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his will ; at leaStr^J^ese tw'o last tinu s ; for the first 
time, I believe, he was not much disph aseil. Write riud 
rally him upon this happy disapfjoinlmciit : friTacijue* 
ville is transported, and I love him for it. 1 often re- 
ceive notes from our dear cardinal, and write to him in 
return : I keep this little correspondence very secret and 
mysterious; it is the more dear to me. 

You are not much afraid of Ruyter'*^', Kuyter.is, 
however, the god of battles, fiuitaut is unable to re- 
sist him: but, in reality, the king^s star resists him. 
There never was so fixed a star : it dispersed tlie great 
fleet last year; killed M. de Lorraine ; repulsed Montc- 
cuculi ; and will make peace, through the marriage of 
prince Charles. I mentioned this laat circumstance the 
other day to vnadame de Tarente ; she told me that he 
w^as already married to the empress dow^ager; and that 
this marriage, thcwigh it has not bee;n declared, would 
prevent the other. You will see that she W'ill die, if 
her life occasions any inconvenience. You reason so 
well upon ati'airs of state, that it is easy to see you are 
become a politician in your gon’ermnent. I have writ- 
ten to the beautiful princess de Vaudeinont; slie is un- 
happy, and J am grieved for lier, for she is very ami- 
able. 1 dared not write to madame de T Isle bonne, 
but you have inspired me with courage. 1 fear little. 
Coulanges is not wiih you; his wife has written to me 
sadly out of spirits; she is at Lyons, where she thinks 
she shall stay the winter: it is quite high treason in 
her opinion not to be at Paris: she tells me you have 
been very sociable togellier. La 'IVousse is at Paris, 
and at coui^: overwhelmed with caresses and praises : 
^rs way^g4^fieceiving them is calculated to augment 
said that he will have Froulai's situation; 


♦ Admiral of the Dntch 
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it' I'tshpuld be no, there willlfenj# i^movc in that com- 
pany, and I have dcsir^’ our friend d^HacqueviHe to 
pay a little attention it, for the sake of our poor 
guidon, who languishes in his little post. I have sent 
to him to come hither: I want to marry him to a little 
damsel, who is a Jewess by birth ; hut, in my opi- 
nion, money is always of a g()c»d fanrily. This is a 
castle, in the air; 1 depend on nothing, after having 
failed of niadt'moiselle d’Eubonne. Madame de Villais 
VMlies to me of fresh wonders performed by the cheva- 
lier de ('irignan; I believe tli^y are only the account* 
of Ins former actions renewed: but he has really the 
reputation that ciin ho desired. 

1 must tell you a handsome jilroeerding of attol^ 
nny-general lie had an estate, of the ho^jPof Bel- 
hevre, which was^legally made over ’to'hinif^ as st gift: 
but he returned it to the creditors. He sald^fe could 
not accept such a present, when he considered that the 
< reditor«, who wiu'e Itonest men, would be injured by 
A. This is very heroicah 

I dare not think of si rliig yon ; when this hope sinkj^ 
too deeply into my heart, and i^ so unlikely to be gra- 
titied, it does me too much harm. 1 remember still what 
1 ‘‘uhered during the illness of my poor aiml ; and how 
the sight of you made me l'>rget that grief: I have 
not yet a prospect of receiving so much joy. You as- 
suie me that you are extremely well ; I pray God that 
\ our health may continue : 1 have iliis subject very 
mueh at heart. As ior me, 1 am in perfect health : 
you would nuicli approve my sobriety, the exorcise I 
u^e, and my confining mvself, like a Gsfir^chte, to se- 
ven hours* sleep. Tins austere life pleases it r6- 
aembles the barrenness of the country. I do not grow 

* AclnUcs de Uadai; fn-A i-iefcidcnt 

^ OL, lil. 
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fat; anc’ the air is so thick and so soft, that my corn* 
plexioiij \Miicb many have so Jong pretemded to admire, 
is not yet changed. I wish you could pass an evening 
here; you would find it preferable to all the pornmadcs 
you can use. I have ten workmen, who amuse me 
extremely. Rahuel and Pilois are each in their pro- 
per places. You ought to be convinced of my regard 
by the trifles with which I fill my letters. Suice I 
complained in verse, of the rain, the weatlier has been 
delightful, and 1 therefore pi^ise it in prose. 

Our province is so much taken up with punishments, 
that there is no thought of visits ; and, without pretend- 
ing to haughtiness, I am very much pleased at it. Do 
you remember when we thought there was nothing so 
good in the coutdry as disagreeable company, for ilit^ 
pleasure of seeing them depart? It is a pleasure I shall 
not have this year. 


LETTER CCCL. 


TO THE SA*ME. 

The Rucks, Weclnestlay, C)ct. 16 , 

Ko, my dear, I do not enlci lain too high an opinion of 
JVL de Lavardin: 1 think him to be what he really is ; 
I am neither charmed wdth his pleasantries, nor his 
manners; 1 see him in the same light I have always 
done ; but I am so just as to give true merit its due, 
%eugh it be mixed with some disagreeable qualities. 
It is to his 0}<»<1 (jnalities that 1 am attached: and I 
t^ink myself fort nn ate, in having expressed to you the 
opinion of him at Paris; oilierwise you might 
that 1 was iuilueiiccd hy the reception 
be gave me. in word, 1 shall always wi.'.h. tiiose I 
love to have more charms; but 1 shall be satished, if 
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they have as many virtlies. H^; has greater gfeherosity 
and integrity than t have ever met with in a courtier ; 
you would approve his manner of proceeding very much 
upon certain occasions, though you speak of him as you 
do. This I say, my dear, in my o\v^n justification, and 
you mAy impart it to the fat abbe, if ever by chance 
he has a pain in the qalf of his legs upon this subject. 
1 am glad you have re ma rked, as well as I, the regu- 
larity of our letters^ the. 4 ioble conduct of those 
obliging gentlemen wh^ake charge of them, running 
Avith all their streii^th day and pight tliat w e may re- 
ceive them the ^ telt you we are ungrateful to 

the post-bo 3 ^s, andsIR^b M. deLouvolsf who esta- 
blishes them every w^hqre with &o much diligence. But, 
all! my dear child, we are still farther asunder, and all 
our admiration will cease : when I consider that, in 
your last letter, you only answer the one I wrote to 
from Sillcraye, and that I shall have been three weeks 
to-rnorrow at the Rocks, 1 find we were sufficiently dis-* 
tant before, without this new addition. 

M. d’Hacqueville tcUs rne, that to write once a week 
is sufficient for business, but not enough to satisfy his 
friendship ; and that lie would choose rather to add a 
letter than to retrench one. You may easily judge, 
that since the regulation I prescribed did not please 
him, 1 laid no restraint on his Yivilities, and left him 
the liberty of his writing-desk. Consider, that lie w rites 
with the same fury lo all who are out of Paris, and 
visits every day all wffio remain there: this indefati-^ 
gablcness is in the true spirit ol' the d'Hacquevilles.; 
You may appl^" yourself to them, my dear, with per- 


A OimUiiw expression of the abl><J «le Poutcarrt- when he was wcaTy 
of finy pai licular subjeci of conversalion. 

't Siipeiintcndunt-generai of ihe post. 
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feet confidence; (heir hearts are' capable of contjueiing^ 
every thing. I have np longer any thought of sparing 
him; I resolve to employ him without remorse? If 1 
should make a scruple of fatiguing him to death, he 
will die in the service of some other, v(>howill have less 
consideration for him. lie loves only those by whom 
he is thus oppressed : let us then oppress him without 
mercy. 

I wish you could see how bcoWiful those woods are 
at present. Madame de Tarente was here ye^^terday t!)e 
whole day; the weather was perfectly fine ; she talked 
much of you ; she admires you more than my little 
friend Her daughter is ill j sltte was very melan- 
choly on account of it. I led to her coach at the 
end of the great avenue : she pressed me to retire, and 
told me I treated her with sib much ceremony, that she 
believed T took her for a German: I replied, Yes, 
madamc, 1 certainly take you for a Gi»rman i , I should 
sooner have obeyed your daiighter-in-law 1'.’^ Slie un* 
dorstood me like a French woman. Her birth, mo- 
thinks, entitles her to respect from those who under- 
stand the w^orld. She has a romantic style in every 
thing she relates, and I wonder that even tliosc wlio 
love romances should be displeased with it: she ex- 
pects madarne de Cliaulnes. ]\I. do Chaubios is at 
Rennes w'ith Forbin, V ins, anil four thousand men : it 
is thought there will be sOthc hanging. jAl.de Chaulnes 
was received like a king, but as it is fear whicli has 
made them alter their lone, he dues not forget the in- 
sults he received, of which the least and most familiar 
w-as fat pi without calculating the stones thrown at his 

, ^ miniature picture. 

^ IVIaHam<*i\k Taronie wus the davighter of William V. lamlgravc of 

if Madeleine dc Crcf[ui, duchess dc 1» Trdiuouillc. 
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»\.rKlo\v.s ami inic^ hij$i garden, and the threats, which 
ih o\ iiience alone aeems to have prevented from being 
put into execution; it is these that are to he punished. 

D'Hacqjai^viUe, with his own hand (for it is not in 
his letter of news, wiiicli may have been copied), ac- 
<iuaints me, that M. de Chaulne^ arrived with his troop* 
at Rennes on Saturday, October 12th. I thanked him 
for his care, and informed him, that M. dc Poniponne 
uas sitting for his picture to Slignard, But this is only 
to be mentioned amongst oat*sclvcij^ j for you -know hi* 
temper is as delicate as his coh^pl^iom Your brother^* 
letter^ on the subject of his eOsi|^cy are full of the la- 
mentations of Jeremiah ; he says with justice, what we 
saui when he purchased it, that he is still nine hundred 
league* distant fiom the Cape ; but some people put it 
hulQ bis head, that marrying you, would e$te>blj!di him ; 
and this reason, wluch ought indeed to have produced 
a contrary efiect with him, has made him so impatient^ 
that he is now in despair: some hearts are strangely 
compounded. In short, my child, we may be assured 
that a subaltern situation is a miserable thing. 

You know our cardinal continues a cardinal to all in- 
tents and purposes. We ought all to be delighted at 
this ti^rxnination of the affair: degradation is not de- 
Mrablo. In the namo of JQ0<1, do not neglect to write 
fo liirn: he likes my letten; judge whether he will not 
like yours. You did not tell me that the first president 
of Provence had beaten lus wife. His manner of do- 
ing it delights me : it is gallant and new. We all know 
our wnes must be beaten sometinies,**^ said a country 
k l!o\\ : but the flat of the ^word is charming. I would 
lay any wager, tliat httle d’Oppede is not dead : 1 know 
Mune who ought to be so. 

Jl must be owned, that the good fortune of the French 
every where surpasses credibility. Our enemies* do 
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every thing for us, without giving us the least ivowhU , 
they retire even when they see it is in their pov^er to 
embarra'S ns. You will see what Ruyter will do in tin 
Mediterranean : the |)rince of Orange is going to sleep, 
and I expect your bn)ther. I will answer to you fur 
this province, and even for peace ; it seems to me to hi 
so ncci*ssary, that it will make itself, in spite of those 
who oppose It. I shall follow your advice, my .dear 
child, and live in the hope of se^hig you again : J eaiv 
not begin too soon, to m^e up for the tears 1 hin> 
shed since our separation^ as well as Imi the feai of not 
seeing you again, 

1 embrace M. dc Grignaj), for I conclude he is re- 
turned from the pursuit ; tdl me all your ne w , foi }^ou 
see I load you with niinct Saint-Geran has undertaken 
to write to me seriously on the embassy of madame dc 
Villars, who, as she says, is going to Turin. I believe 
it is because there js oxi\^ one female regent iheie: I 
answered her in the same style, but not without some 
difficulty. Have you not been thanked for your Queen 
of Hungary water ? It is divine"; for my part, 1 thank 
you still ; I almost get tipsy with it every day : I carry 
it in my pocket; it is like snulfl when we are accustom- 
ed to it, we cannot do Without it: ii is an excellent re- 
medy against lowness of spirits; I take it in the even- 
ing more to exhilarate »i|ao tfiau to gu.nd against the 
dew, from which my woo<is defend me. You are too 
good in fearing the wolves, the pigs, and the chesnuti>, 
should insult me. 4dieu, my child; 1 love you with 
jrny whole hea^ in every bcnse of the woid, without 
abating a 
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LETfi^R CCCLL 

TO THE SAME, 

The Rocks, Sunday, Oct. 20, 16/ 6* 
i CANNOT suflkiently admire the diligence and fidelity 
of the post. I received on the 18 th, yoiu* letter of the 
yuh, that is, in nine days only after date ; which is all 
Hiat can he desired. But, my dear, we nmst soon pnt 
an end to our admirations; for, as you say, you are 
going still farther oil* that we may both be exactly in 
the spot which Providence has assigned us. For my 
part, God knows, 1 acquit myself very ill in my resi- 
dence ; but you, heavens ! M, d’ Angers (H. Arnauld) 
cannot do more ; when I think, however, of our separa- 
tion, and how much I deserve to enjoy the pleasure of 
b^ing wiili you> and of all your atfection for me, and 
then reflect that we are placed at two diflerent ends bf 
the globe, you must excuse me if I cannot view this 
part of our history with gaiety of heart. Common sense 
opposes it, and my infiriite love still more, I have nor- 
thing to do but take refuge in submission to the will of 
Providence. I am very glad you haVe seen M. de la 
Garde : he does me great honour in approving my turn 
of mind ; he is a very gopd judge ; I am sorry you are 
going to lose him so soon, lie is really a worthy maii; 
Your conversations must have been endless.' So lie 
to lake the archbishop aiiray to La Garde : it was 
well said of him, that he was like a river which fertlirsed ; 
and marie every country flourish through which it pass-^^' 
cd : I find he did wonders at Grignan. , ' 

M. de Chaulnts is at Henris with four thousand men ; 
he has removed the parliament to Vannesi, which bbs 
occasioned a terrible desolation. The ruin of llennes 



■JOO ' 


LETTERS VF 


vviiii it that of the wliolo provincv, iMadanic Je 
I\'larbeuf is at Vitre ; slie has broi]"ht me a tboosaiid 
eompllments from maihimc dc* Chaulncs, and from iM. 
de Vins, who intends paying me a visit, I am not 
iiiuler ihf^ least apprehension about these troops on niy 
own account: but 1 cannot help feeling for the despair 
and desolation our poor province suflers at present. It 
is supposed we shall not have any assembly of the stales 
here, or if we have, it will be only to buy off the taxes 
which we gave two million five hundred thousand livres 
to have taken off onl}'^ two years ago, and which have 
been all hud upori our shoulders again ; and perhaps 
they may set a price too upon bringing the parliament 
back to Kennes. M. de Montmoron is fled out of the 
town, to a seat belonging to one of his friends, at about 
three leagues’ distance from hence, that he may avoid 
hearing the cries and lamentations of the people at see- 
ing their dear parliament removed. You see I am cpiite 
a Breton, but you know it is owing to the air I breathe ; 
and to something else, for every creature, without dis- 
tihetion, in affliction throughout the province. Be 
under no concern about my health, my dearest child ; 
I am extremely well, Madame de Tarenle has given 
me ah essence that has Cured her of vapours that 
were worse than mine: two drops are to be taken for 
fifteen days following in any beverage that is drunk at 
table, and it cures effectually. She ha.s told me circum- 
stances of its efficacy which have all the air of those in 
the comedy of the Medecin Force ; but I believe them 
and I would take some of the essence now if it were 
“that I think it a pity to make use of so admirable a 
‘ when I have no real occasion for it. I will send 
time or other the remainder of the prosperities 

He a Sf^vigud, and dean of the pavhatneivt cf Britanv. 
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ofihc houL You will make La Plessis too vain, fori 
sh ili u*ll her how intich you love her ; except what I 
toM v'oa the other day, 1 do not think a better creature 
exists ; she is here every day. I have some of your 
excellent Hungary wT»ter in my pocket; I am quite 
in love wuth it ; it cuies all my sorrows: J wish I could 
scud some of it to Rennes. My woods continue very 
bcantjful still, and the verdure is a hundred times finer 
than that at Livrl ; I do not know whether this pro- 
<‘ecd:s tVoin the juiluro of the trees themselves, or from 
tile l efiTshiiig rains we have herey but there is certainly 
no coinpari3{>n ; every tiling here, looks as green now as 
in the month of May : the leaves that fall are brown it 
is true, but those that remain on the trees are not at all 
faded : you never observed this beauty in them. As 
to that blessed tree that saved your life, I am often 
tempted to build a little chapel there : it seems to carry 
its tiead aliove all the rest, and exceeds them in bulk as 
well as stature, and with very 'good reason, for it saved 
you : 1 may, at least, repeat to it the stanza of Medor 
in Ariosto, in wliich htf wishe? happiness and peace to 
the cave that had given him so much pleasure. Our 
sentences are not at all disfigure^r 
iy ; I think they are rather increased; and twp trees 
that are dose to each oth-er, often present tWb 

contrary sentiments, La ';l(mtu0^za ogni piaga 

salda*: and, There 

are five or six tlniV Thi good princess 

was ciiarmed W'ith them, as I am with the letter you 
have written onr gooil abli^, on Jacob’s journey to the ■ 
land of promise, in your closet. 

Madame de Lavardiu has inforraod me of what is still 

* Time IE a ‘cure for aNounds, however deep. 

f Tlie wcMikIs of love are never to be lu'aUd. 
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to be kept secret for a few days longer, that (VOboii.e 
is goiiig to marry hi« brother to niadeinoiKelle do Noir- 
rnoLitier. He gives him all his lands, in Poitou, be-sUics 
a great quantity of jewels and furniture. Tliey are al! 
at La Ferte-MiJon, where this curious affair is to he made 
up. I never thought d’Olonne would have given him- 
self any concern about hisTiame or family. 

letter ccclil 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wednesday, Oct. 2 * 3 , 1675, 

I nECEiYED your letter, my dear, just as I was going to 
Vitre. What you say relating to the princess is so na- 
tural, so seasonable, so exactly what I wished, that 1 
thank you for it a thousand times. ] read to niadamc dc 
Tavente that part of your letter that relates to her, and 
she is delighted wdth it. Her daughter is ill, but not 
so ill but that she still receive.s Iftters from her, but they 
are all in an unfinished style, ftfll of dear mamvias, and 
childish expressions of affection, though she is twenty 
years old. Both her lovers are in the field. 

Madame W'rites madame de Tarciite very long lettci s 
in which I get her to explain to me. Her 

hi ghnesi wiles to her with great familiarity and kind- 
i^ess, and expresses a sWdng desire to have her with her. 
I have a notion that'^^Kidame do Monaco wonUl have 
fcason to be afraii d^ f our princess, if shO Were a catho- 
for her plac||gpt6uld suit the latter admirably ; and 
le decld^l^hat she shall never be happy till she 
ahiOV#her. Madame de Monaco was one day 
hardr^pon the good Tarcnte ; when Madame, 
notwithstanding the great seeming regard she has for 
her, appeared displeased, and mimediately sdeueed her 
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INIridame de Chaulnes is to come to Viite to pay a 
visit to the princess, and I sUall there have an opportu- 
nity of paying rhy respects to my lady governess, and 
tho little personage *, which will save me a great deal 
of trouble. Madame de P/Iarbcuf has been with me for 
a day ; she professes great esteem for ine ; she lias 
really many excellent qualities, and a heart that is noble 
and .sincere. She has been an eye-vvitnc.ss to all the dis- 
liirbalices in our province, and acts some of them to the 
life, 'i’hire are circumstances that would make you 
die with lavjgliing, and that you would Jiardly credit ; 
but some day or otlier when we arc together, ihey vvill 
serve admirably to pass away an hour or two. She is 
going to Digne fcjr the rheuuialism ; she will call to see 
^ou ; pray receive her as one of my friends. B^Hacque- 
ville assures me that during the time of your assem- 
bly he will take care to furnish you with news. I have 
returned him many thanks for his care, lie tells me 
that our jiarliarnciit is removed, and that M. de Chaulnes 
is at Rennes with a number of troops, and all this 
with his oivn hand f. 

Our cardinal is not only recard inaliscd, but has had 
an order at the same time from his holiness, to leave his 
retreat at St. Michael, and return to Commerci, where 
he now i.s : I fancy he will live very retired there, and 
leave off all state and house- keeping. So now he is 
just what vs e always wished hiiii to be: In my opinion 
Ills holiness has acted very properly ihrqughout this af- 
fair. The letter froih the consistory is a perfect pane- 
gyric : I should be unwilling to die without once more 
embracing his dear eminence. You should by all means 

♦ Miidcmolselle de Murinais, afterwards madaine dc Karman. 

’}• He Avas so fond of wriunsr^ and of beitig thought a man of intel- 
hgcnc< , that he even Infornic d madamede J^^vign^ of things that pass* 
cd on die very spot wiiere slie was. 
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nrite to him, and not forsake him under the false notion 
of his bt ing in the third region. One can never be so 
abstracted as not to be pleased with marks of remem- 
brance from those we love* 

Yon are afraid, my child, that the wolves should eat 
me • that must be when they can get nothing else ; 
they miglii perhaps make a pretty good meal of my 
little person, hut I am so surrounded by my infantry, 
that 1 fear nothing. Beaulieu * desires you will belle* vc 
that he intends to make his court to you, by the care 
he takes of manuna. His wife is not brought to l)cd 
yet; those creatures never know how to reckon. Y^ou 
desire me, my dearest, to leave you within doors some- 
times, when I take my walks ; but indeed I will not, 
for I should then make my walks too short, so I am re- 
solved to take you with me, even though 1 expose you 
to the devvs a little ; the dew's here are not danger- 
ous, they w ill do your complexion as much good as a 
cosmetic. 

I cannot set about distinguishing the rights of the 
ether I 1 am persuaded they ^ re very extensive, but 
when we love to a certain degree, and our w hole heart 
is filled with that passion, I think it is very didicult to 
make so nice a distinction ; hut in this respect, every 
one acts as he pleases, or as lie can. I do not find that 
we have always the power of regulating tlie sentiments 
in this case ; happy are they, w ho have the appearance 
of reason on tWir side. At all events, 1 am persuadetl, 
that you will preveni my becoming ridiculous ; and on 
, I endeavoui#^ govern myself as prudently as 
to lit' to no one. This is all I 

• A viiict W tlv. 

f tS'la4U'r%^« w ifeakin^ l.t'rp of tlie rights of love ai'd 

fri-' Jidsh'jgl'i'ind hy the word , slie means love. 
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Madame de Tarente has made me a ]>rcscnt of the 
jnottiest little dog in the world ; it is a &jrcinicl, and has 
all the beauty, ^ood nature, and agreeable little tricks 
imaginable, but tt does not attach itself to me ; 1 am 
easy, however, about that, for 1 can despise those, who 
have despised poor Marpluse^ It is very amusing to see 
the little creature running before me, liunting up and 
down the alleys. , 

Tde archbishop of Arles htts informed ns of the ex- 
ceileiii order in which he has put your alHiirs ; God be 
praised, and may He watch over them for the time to 
come. Me meuiions likewise, the nu-rriage of made- 
moiselle de (irignan, which I greatly approve: this 
alikir should by no imams be neglected. Employ 
d'Hacqueville in it, duringthe absence of the coadjutor ; 
he is an exceilent creature, to conquer delays of all kinds, 
by his iiKlefaiigaldencss, and assiduity ; you want such 
a head as his, to carry the matter on properly wdtli 
Tvl, d. hlontausier j it is one of the things in which 
d^liacquc-Tille is unrivalled. 

1 thought I had beep too rude in refusing madame 
de Fontevraiid * the picture ; for ns every one is ready 
to oiTer himself up there s»)ul and body, I thought it 
showed very little of the courtier, or indeed of politeness, 
in me, not to do like the rest; but you do not blame 
me, and 1 am content. Have 1 mentioned to you a rude 
spcccli of Quant()S friend (the king) to M. do Roche- 
fomtaulFs son (Maisillac).? I have it from good authoritv* 
'i’iie subject of conversation was vapours. The son said 
tl.ey arose from a certain charcoal, which was very evi- 
dent upon seeing a fountain mended. The frieml said 
aloud to Quanto : “ ?dy God ! how liateful are per- 
so:u: .tiio V, isii to reason upon every thing! For my 

^ fcicUr to madame dc Moatespaa, 
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m rnovv* Wcvs rhouglii i>f,iL. What itiriiik^ tbii)-.; vu- 
poiw’s avc! AJit u, my dearest chi Itl ; J will not say .vi , 
Jove im* y'om hvU say sbifeetb^ .\bo!ii 
yours to inr, mid ubotit^nli that coticems you. Ml- 
dame d’Kscan> is at roitoa with 4m datUghtcr ; happy 
n'omaii 1 

There is a person in this country, who writes n great 
mail}' letters, and ibr fear he should mistake eiu' for the 
other, he always takes care to direct tlic outside be- 
fore he writes i!>e letter. Thii^ v\hiin diverted jne 
exceedingly 


t/r .‘Odt njs j, ^ 

; Oui it iUK rt/i;iim/ by tt%tulahil courki.u ,, 
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TO rmi SAME. 


The llucks, Sutulay, Oct. 

.1 HAVE had no letters from you, iny dear, lovely child, 
which makes me very melancholy: it never enters into 
iny head, that it is by any fault of yours ; I know your 
atlention, and impute it all to the confusion you are in 
at leaving (hignaii. Madame de CliauTnes, and the 
little person, Inive been to Viire to see the piiiicess of 
'Farcule. Site first sent her conipliments to me, inform- 
ing me she would wait upon me ; 1 dined there the 
next day. She received me wit!\ great joy, and enter- 
tained mo two iVill hours with allection and eagerness, 
Jglving me an account of their conduct for these six 
1^ past, howhiuch she hadsullered, and what dan- 


jlttijjtvari is the sfcbd (Ic Coulangc?, whoia she does not name, 
ixcntiy'if1’'iinlviHg eliat tliis cirgumspectlon wll) render her lluic nialic*/ 
wore rordouid.)Ie.- 
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she had run : she k»m0'that I have an extensive 
correspondence^ po^ have heard things 

d:{](M('ntly represented^ IthauhtMl her lor the honour 
Sill <!i(J me, in thii mark of her confidence. In sliort, 
the province has been irery much to blame: but it is 
severely pnnisned, .and, perhiaps> may never be able to 
recover itself a^.yh. There are ifive thousand troops at 
Rennes, half ^ wlifch are pass the winter there, 
which will be long enougib to get liitle oncs"^'', as mar- 
shal de Grainnient said, ;; Forbin; and Vins, are heartily 
tired of their employment f. Tlie latter sent me his 
compliments, and I suppose I shall see him here. They 
are to returji in a fortnigfit, but their troops are to re- 
main behind. Twenty or thirty persons are appre- 
hended already, and will be hanged. The parliament 
js removed, that is the finishing stroke : for without it, 
I’cnnes is not- of so much consequence as Vltre. Ma- 
dame de Tareiite has saved us from the contributions : 

1 will net say all that M. de Chaulncs has written to 
me, hut were 1 governess of the province, I could not 
be more secure of the* care he will take of Sevigne, 
which, you know, lies just at the gates of Rennes. I 
w^nt to slei p at the Tower t, and by eight o’clock this 
morning, I had tiie good princess, and the duchess, at 
my levee. M. do St. Malo was with us at Vitre ; he 
is alinoru r to madame dc Chaulnes. 

1 was perfectly rejoiced to return here ; I am making 
a new walk, which employs me wholly. 1 pay my 
Hvorkmcn in corn ; and find nothing so profitable as to 
amuse one/s self, and forget, if possible, the evils of life. 
Neitlior do my evenings, my child, about which you 
are so much in |;ain, liang more heavily on my hands : 

* Srr- Lpiter ul’ lytli Aujxnst, 1(375. 

'f' ihoy were sent at the licad of the soldiery to chastise the province* 

:t 1 be lower of Sdviuue, the old fanaly-seat. 
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J atn almost always writing# or leading, and midiiii?^ht 
oveit ikt*., rne before 1 knnvf 1 am. Onr abf)e 

takes Ills leave of rne at Idi, and the two Imins tli.jf f 
am alone, are no more irk$(tMne to me than the rest. In 
the (lay, 1 am einher empIovX‘d wifh the abbe, or aoi-'n:! 
my dear la[)f>urers, or in my favourite work. Jn short, 
iny dear, iii'e flies away so swifrlj, and W'e are always 
(Jravvino so near our end, that I cannot conceive how 
people can m ike themselves &0 On < nipy about worldly 
affairs. 1 liave here sufficient time for ?i Ib ctiow, and it 
is my ffiult, and not that of the jilace, if 1 do not indulge 
it. I am quite well ; ail my people (diey you admir- 
ably: they are ridiculously careful id' riu: ; tho}^ come 
to guard me home in the evening arme*! cap-a-pee, and 
it is against a squirrel they draw their swords. 

I have received an admirable letter from the coadju- 
tor : he complains heavily of your raiiku y, and begs me 
very earnestly to revenge him, assuring me, that if 1 
abandon him, God will not, lie has sent me liis speech, 
which loses notirmg by being in print ; it is a finished 
performance ; he has likewise sent me the letter you 
wrote him upon it, winch is very pointed, and full of 
wit ; there are strokes in it that are admirably suited to 
him, than whom, no one understands raillery better. 
¥/t;ll, lie is fallen Into good hands: I cannot sulfieiently 
Jove him for sending me that letter ; it is of double va- 
lue to me just now, that I have none from you m^’si lf : 

1 had a great mind to have written you the very same 
thuyj[,,you say to him, 1 rn(*an' about your bisho])s : you 
qHpIp^vc seen that I thought the same. 

to hear from you; lam sensible of 
the it, yf>n to be obliged to (juit your 

country-house, your liberty, and your traiKphliity. The 
ceremonial code, is a book von are not very fond of 
•studying. Adieu, my love: I am wliDlIy yours, and 
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embrace you with all my heart. IfM. cle Grlgnan has 
time to come for it, iViHigive him an embrace too. 
'I’he good behaviour, and peaceable dispoMtion, of your 
province, have for ever given the lie to the rules of 
physiognomy. 

They toil me, there is great Talk of peace : Iwush it. 
may prove so ; 1 fancy it would be lietter for all par- 
ties ; we wushed for war too;>we arc always uneasy, 
and sliifting from side to side> in hopes to timl out a 
good place at last. 


LETTER CCCUV. 

10 THE SAME. 

The Kooks, WedfaeBduy, Oct, ao, 1(575. 
Good heavens ! my dear child, can any thing be more 
entertaining than your letter from Aix ? Let me desire 
you to read your letters over before you send them, that 
the pleasure you will have in the perusal, may make you 
amends for the trouble •you have been at, in writing 
them. So you have kissed all Provence ? there would 
bo no great pleasure, I assure you, in kissing all Britany, 
unless you loved the smell of wine. You have been 
very particular in the cares, caresses, and distinctions, 
you bestowed on the good baroness ; you know in vi'bat 
iight. I liave always considered her; I should certainly 
iiave advised you to make use of the diminishing end of 
vour telescope with her. You do not mention Hoque^ 
sante, nor the good cardinal*; 1 am so attached to ours 
at Coinmerci f, that for his sake I love all red hats that 
are worthily worn ; but tiold, and ever shall hold, my- 

* Cyrdiiial Giiinyldi, aiirt'.bishop of Aix. 

'I' OdnUoal dc Ketz, uljo l;ad rciiicd to Commerci. 
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ocii ofiendeJ all others: vihat you ^ny on ih^it 
iub)(ct, !•< ^ciy |usl. 

i\l. de Wari)eille*‘ has been dfv'nbed to us nnnto 
rap-ci-pee, with bis sword in his hand, b} the suit ot 
?^je king of Poland, having had two horses JmIImI niid« r 
him, and pursuing the Tartais, as. aichbisho)) Turpin 
(lid the Saracens : in lus prose nt situation, I f«\ncy lu 
\\oiild most sovereignly despl^(. the little assembly at 
! aiubt ^c. Will you have some nc\^ s of Umnes ? A ta-^ 
ol* l()0,o()(> crowns is kid upon toe citizens, which if 
th<^ do not raise within four and twenty hours, it is lo 
J)e doubled, and then raised by military execution. TIu‘ 
inhabitantb of a whole street have been turned out of 
their hejuses, and banished j witii e\press orders, that 
no one shall, presume to entertain tlitm in their house*! 
under pain of death j so that you might see these pooi 
wretches, men, women, and childien, old and young, 
some of the women having just laid in, all v^a^dering 
about the out-skirts of the town, without a morsel to eat, 
or a bed to lie upon. The day before yesleiday, a mu- 
sician was broken upon the wheel, and his quarters stuck 
up in lour different paits of the town, like those of Jos- 
soran f at Aix ; for having been the first that promoted 
the plunderirtg the stamp-office. At his <U ath, he de- 
clared it was the farmers of the stamji revenue that h id 
set him on to stir up the rest, and that they had pi veil 
him twenty-live crowns ^ the puiqmsu 5 he pei ^ud 
ill this to the last, but^ttfey could get nothing else < ut 
of him JM^ty of the citizens aie aheady m ci-^odv, 
and to-moiio\v tnc execution is to hi'gin. Tins pun nice 
as set a faic example to the icst, paiUenlails to be 


in Pol ind. 

•p A mIIaiu who b<d nmuWfed his masio, a gentleman of Pi j- 
vciKp, of the tamib oi Poiuevez» 
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» .Lr-t'ui ot' paving proper respect to their governors, ami 
*ioveruorb' wives, and ti'6t presume to throw’ stones into 
fheir garden. I told you how madame de Tarente had 
protected us ail here. She was with me ye.^terday in 
my woods ; it was a delightful day : she has laid aside 
all ceremony now, and comes and goes like one of the 
family. She showed me letters from Denmark. The 
iavourite has all tiie letters of the princess brought, as 
if by mistake, to the army, that he may hav^ an excuse 
to enclose them to her, with a iine or two from imnscif 
in favour of h‘m passion. 

But to return to Britany : every village is to furnish 
quota towards maintaining the soldiers; now W’c 
give our provisions to save our bread ; formerly we used 
to carry them to market, and get money for them, but 
that fashidn is eatuel y changed. M. de Mo lac is le- 
tunied to Nantes ; M. do Lavardm is coming *to Rennes. 
Hvery body pities poor M. d’Haioiiis*; wc cannot 
conceise how he will manage, nor what demands will 
be made upon the state, supposing they should be as* 
sembled : in short, you may now reckon that there is 
no longer such a province as Britany, which is a pity. 
My son is very much alarmed that tlie chevalier de 
Lauzun should be permitted to resign his commission : 
we have written to M. de laTrousse, who will speak to M. 
de Louvois, that Uur poor ensign may rise without ex- 
pc rise ; we shall see what will be the efll i t. DTIacqqe- 
ville will be able to tell you more than 1 can : 1 have 
oiie consolation, however, that there is a nude dilVenuice 
between having a commission to sell, and having a pur- 
( huser Ibi ii. The time is past when six \ ears ago I 
t' ive iM. de Louvois twenty-five thousand crowns, a 
month huom r than 1 had promised it him : we could 


Tu‘coinci-jenr>al oi the of Bntany, 
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not now find ten thousand francs in the whole province. 
The}?' do messieurs de Forbin and de Vins the iiaiiem 
to suy, that they are heartily weary of being here, aiivl 
grow very iinpati(‘at to bts-gone. ;:,X think I told you ot 
the prett y match between maderfiolselle de Noinnoutier, 
and the brother of c^tJlonne. What Monceau has done 
for M. de Turenne is very line : I do not much like the 
word amongst in such a trifling vyoik. 


LETTER CCCLV. 

TO TME SAW12. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Nov. 3, 1675* 

I AM wholly occupied with your affairs in Provence ; 
and if you take an interest in those of Denmark, I take 
a much greater in what passes at Lambesc. I wait for 
the issue of the defence that is to be made in parliament, 
to be sent to the guildhall : 1 wait for the nomination 
of an attorney of the province, and the success of the 
journey of your consul, who woi^ld fain be a noble by 
the king’s order. I have been highly diverted with 
your first president, and the eflects of his jealousy ; and 
cannot help thinking that they did him great injustice 
to suppose, that a person brought up at Paris, should 
not know bettor how to behave himself j and would not 
give t\vo or three boxes on the ear, than as 
blows wiih the flat of a sword: Jam surprised 
. be jealous of a boy who smelt of tobacco ; 

',;is no figure that is not forinidabb' in some 
am thinking, that our wine-smelling llrctons 
would be veity good nvatches for your tobaeco-scerUed 
Provencals* 

1 always wonder hoW^ man can make a speech in 
public without faltering, or missing some pait, when 
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viie eyes of a whole assembly «ife upon him, and a pvo- 
foufid silence observed while he is spcakiiit^. This is 
lor you, M. le Comte: I am heartily rejoiced to find you 
])ossess a boldness superior to any thing to which I 
could ever pretend : but after all, my dear child, it is 
so much time lost, to rf? peak so long, and so nbly> when 
there is nobody to hear. J am as angry as you can be, 
that neither the bishop nor the intendant was present 
at the opening of the asspmblJ^ I think there cannot 
be more unbecoming conduct, nor a greater affront put 
upon the king, and the person who has the honopr U> 
represent him. If they wait till M. de Marseille returns 
from his cunba'isy, they may wait a long time ; for there 
is no great likelihood of his making one amongst them. 

I have complained of it to d’Hacqueville ; that is all 1 
can do at this distance, and all that can be done this 
year : shall you not mention it to niadame de Vins ? 
She has written me a very sprightly and pretty letter, 
conaplaining of my silence : she is jealous of m y u ritinp 
to others ; she is •determined to undeceive M. de Porn- 
ponne vvith respect to my •love for him : she knows not 
wliat she >vill not do ; I never saw such a liulc bundle 
of thorns. I have answered her IcUer, J^aying I rejoiced 
to find she vvas growing afFectionato, and talking of jea- 
lousy without any interlineations : J did not tliink she 
could write so well ; she talks much of you, and attacks 
m * wiih great humour. 

M. Boucherat, and M, de Ilariai his son-in-law, 
hned with rne on All-Saints^ day. They are going to 
o'.ii states, which are to be opened when every one is 
assembled : they repeated the speech to me, it is a very 
good one : the presence of M. Boucherat wilj be of great 
sn vice to this province, and likewise to M. dTIaroiiis, 
M. and madaine de Chauliies are no longer at Rennes: 
h o puuislnnems begin to slacken a little, and they have 
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done hanging, for want of people to hang : there arc 
but two thousand soldiers remaining at Rennes* I 
fancy Forbiii »nd Vins wdll return by way of Nantes : 
Molac is gone already. It was M. Pomponne who 
protected that poor wretch I mentioned to you. If you 
will send me the romance of jmur first pi-esident, I will, 
in return, send you the lamentable ditty of the poor 
tiddler who was broken on the w'heel at Renn/:;s. M, 
lloucherat drinks your health ; he is a very agreeable 
and sensible man : he came through Veret. At Blois 
he saw madame de Maintenon, and the duke de Maine, 
who is able to walk again : this has occasioned great 
joy. JMadame de Montespan went to meet the deai 
little prince, and with her the abbess de Fontevraud, 
and rnadarne de Thianges. I arn in hopes this happy 
excursion will contribute to reconcile the two friends 
again. 

You give me great pleasure, my dearest child, by 
taking so much care of my grand-daughter. 1 am con- 
vinced of the readiness with which you endeavour in 
every instance to oblige I know not why you 

should say that absence disturbs the order of love ; the 
only evil I find it occasions, is the pain it makes us en- 
dure : I am quite ignorant of the charms of inconstancy, 
and 1 think 1 can answer for myself, and for every heart 
over which you extend your empire, that there is not 
one w'hich does not pay you the same allegiance as 
when you left it. Is it not very generous of me to un- 
dertake thus to answer for the hearts of others ? of mine, 
at lel^PWiere can be no doubt. I fancy you arc not so 
much infatuated with your son as you used to be ; ^ 
think the fault is yours, for he has too much sense not 
li^bej|lways handsome: you do not yet understand 
thoroufjKly the force of maternal love; so much the 
better, my child, it is violent ; bat without such reasons 
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as mine, u liich are not often to l)c found, this excess 
may b(3 admirably dispensed with. When I am at 
Paris, we will talk oF seeing each other again ; the de- 
sire and hope of this are the support of my existence. 

Adieu, my ever dear child; 1 should be delighted as 
w’ell as you, if we ?ould ally ourselves with the Macca- 
bees; but that does not seem to go on well : 1 hope your 
reading goes on better ; it would be a stain you could 
never wash out, were you to leave Josephus * unfinish- 
ed : alas! did you know what I am finishing, and how 
much I Slider from the style of the Jesuit f, you would 
pity me ; but you are truly happy to have so charming 
a book 


LETTER CCCLVL 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Weducsa.iy, Nov. 6, 1676. 
What a delightful letter have you written to me, my 
dear child I what thanks Qo I not owe you, for employ- 
ingliSSSlJ*,, hand, your eye's, your head, your time, in 
coniposiilg so agreeable a volume ! I have read it over 
and ovit; and shall read it again with pleasure and at- 
tention. I' can read nothing that is more interesting; 
you .satisfy my curiosity in every thing I wish ; I ad- 
mire your care in giving me such punctual answers. 
This makes a conversation perfect, regular, ^pd ex- 
tremely entertaining. But I must beg you nyt to de- 
stroy yourself; this fear makes me renounce the pl^suije 
of having frequently such entertainmeuis : you citmot 


^ Author of the Jewish Antiquities. 

't' 'Miiiinhoviij^. 

I lihiovy oA the Jews, translated by M, Arnaald d’Andilli, 
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iloubt iny generosity in sparing you the fatigue of im- 
moderate writing. 

1 comprehend with pleasure the high esteem tliat is 
paid to M. de Grignan in Provence, after vvliat 1 have 
seen of it. This is a pleasure you are scarcely f ensihle 
of; you are too much accustomed tu be loved and ho- 
noured in a province where you command. If you saw 
the horror, the detestation, the hatred, that the people 
have here for their governor, you would leel more than 
you do the pleasure of being adored every where. What 
uflrontsl what injuries! what menaces! what reproach- 
es ! the very stones fly round Ifim, I do not believe 
AI. de Grignan would acet pt this post upon such con- 
ditions. 

You mention to me the paper you have signed so he- 
roically in favour of AI. de Grignan You say you had 
no doubt which way the honourable sentiments of car- 
dinal de Retz t inclined: I do not say any thing of 
mine ; .it was enough that you could discern what his 
counsels tended to. In certain delicate affairs, we do 
not presume directly to advis *, but w^e represent the 
case ; the common friends of holli do what is proper, 
that there may be no jarring opposition in the interest 
of those they love : but with a soul so pcrfectljf; gene- 
rous and good as yours, wc consult only ourselves, and 
act precisely a.s you have done. Have you not seen 
how much you have been ailmired ? Arc you not pleased 
that you owe to none but^murself so noble a resolution.^ 
You would hewe done nothing blameable, if you had 
ref^^p^to jSign; you would only have acted like the rest 
oiljg^world ; but by consenting to it, you have ex- 
cefiSu world. In a word, my child, enjoy the 

*■ It appears that madame de Grignan had entered into a bond for 
her liusLard. 

f Cardinal dc Retit advised her not to sigrw 
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bt^iiuty of your own action, and do not think meanly of 
ns for not having prompted you to it : on a similar oc- 
casion, we should perhaps have acted as you )iave done, 
ahtryou would have advised aawc did ; it is all well, 
I asn much pleased that M. de Grignan is so good 
as to re<|^pensQ^tT^ mark of your friendship and af- 
fection attention to his affairs : the pvu- 

dence^’^ou cottmiend him for, is tl?e truest mark of Ills 
gratitude you couid have wished. 

TO MONSIEUR I>E GRIGNAN. 

t'kiuNT, 1 am di lighlcd to hoar my daughter is satisfied 
with you : allow me to thank you by reason of the great 
interest 1 take in your rdfiirs, and which 1 entreat you 
to ]>reserve. You cannot fail of this without iiigratitude, 
and \vitho\»t doing injustice to the blood of the Adhe- 
jTiars. I have read, in I’u*- (’rnsadcs, of one of these 
who was on liiustnoes personage six hundred years ago, 
lie was beloved as ye'i are, and would uever have give n 
a moment’s uneasiness to’ such a wife as yours, 11 is 
death was In!ne::teil hy an army of three hundred thou* 
>and nn n, nnd rnonrc' d by rdl (liC princes in Christen^ 
dioui. Not mrnvy pages a her, 1 lind a castellanc, not 
altogether so ancient: he is indeed a mere modern ; it 
v\as but hvt; hundred and twxnty years ^ince he made a 
i;reat figure. 1 conjure you, tiiereforc, by these two 
uol)l«! ancestors, who are my particular friends, to be 
guided by niadarne de Grignan, and consider how much 
you will consult yom own interest in doing so. 

TO MAOAMi: nr. Grjf:.NAN. 

'* ou see, my child, that without intending it, or think- 
mg of it, I liave written u long letter to M. de Grignan. 

VOL. III. L 
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Your confidence with the intendant upon the two l\ousc?i 
who make so much noise at M. is very aiou^lin.'f. 

I love to attack, on all occasions like this, certain per- 
- sons who think theniselye.s of so much consequence ; 
dare not approach them. Wc need only cou- 
rage ; their menaces are like the tires jlhe nra- 
gician in Tasso. In my opinion, lyinj^p*^^' v; viably in 
a known matter of fact like this, is teini’^u ing mo- 
ney, like Pomenars. 

If I were to write from this time till to-morrow, I 
should not be able to tell you, how much your eiusodo 
of Messina * has amused me. This piece is an original : 
the prince and minister are both ailinirable characters. 
But what, then, is become of the valour Messina boasUd 
of in his youth ? He appears to mi* at, present like the 
oount de Culagiia in the Secdtla r(q)Ua'\: or like the 
iigure of Sleep in Ariosto, or that of Indolence as it is 
painted fay Desproaux in the Lutrin : but it is not pos- 
sible for him to remain long in this state. I slrall pre- 
serve your portrait of him very carerully : it could not 
have been more excellently done by Mignard. 

I follow your example wit’n respect to inadame cle 
Jariet, I wish to remember noihing but her kindness, 
her attachment lo you, and the tears we have shod to- 
gether. 1 beg you to eiiibiate her for me, and to let 
me know if my remembrance gives her any pleasure, 
i should be very glad to hear that the nnuriage of <iur 
daughter was likely to be effected. If you Irave no fVidid 
n^Br M. de Montausier, employ (l’IiLiC(juevilie in it. 

He may as well be killed w'holl\, as partially. 1 hud 
> 

, ^ Messina liud revolted agfiinst the S|mui'irfls 'I; the ivsiseuio’ of 

the French. M. d<.* Valavotr In the sh h* oi'a ‘-'j-riiilv;}! fleet ivhU' 
remained inactive, brmiL^ht them a. supjdv ul'cvjrn and t>f rre*'('s. 

•f* A' mock-heroic in Italian, which i.:i liion ju to hurt 

the first hint to tiie h<uuin of ikakau. 
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^'lo^ig^ed to have spared him a little; but I bare falleti 
ou him afresh, and do him more mischief than all the 
rest of his friends# Let me advise you to deal with 
I;'.4^like me; he is an inej^austlbl^ friend. Si*jce you 
do ntt pity me though I am siirrouiidod with troops, and 
doubtltfet myiK^iifi<U‘nce is founded upon niy safety, you 
will i^^'^meywhen you hear that there are two thou- 
licindnive j^y/dred men less in Rennes; that is very 
cruel, after having had five thousand : there are sOme 
passages in your letters that are quite luminous. 

The good cardinal, as you know, is at Commerci 
since his brief; I suppose he wdil live in the same re- 
tirement thiTc* : but it seems to mo that ve‘^pel•s do not 
accord well with a castle. 1 should think also, he liked 
to take medicin(i as well at Saint Michael, as not to 
take it, lie was not so docile at Paris, You, my cliild# 
are still the same in this respect: you think vespers 
darker than ever : do you remi&mber th^ follies of my 
son? iv 

You are fdiSri^ays very wicked when you speak of ma- 
daine de la Fayette: 1 shall send her some trifling re- 
membrances on your part: she often writes to me with 
her own band, but it is true, they are only notes; for 
she has a pain in her side, which you know she used to 
have, tliat is very dangerous; she nev(*r leaves her 
room, and has lipt been a single day at Saint Maur : 
judge in what a weak staie she must be, M. de !a 
Uocliefoucault has the gout; if, notwithstanding a milk 
diet, the gout takes this liberty with him ev^ry year, it 
will be a great uDlicUou. Madame de Coulanges is re- 
turning to Pai is ; she has been long enough confined 
with her unreasonable 'mother. M. de (loulanges i$ 
much obliged t<> you for your leproaches: he would 
iicivn come !o see you, if he had been able. He saw 
^he poor Ivoehcbonne in the most gloomy abode in all 



France: I tery mucH J)ity her. Wbj^catjnot she go iv 
Lyons ? jVladame de VeriwUil was iliel^e in' Novtuiber ; 
niadame de CJoulanges, cardi*T>al def JS^nzi, and BrioK . 
\:^ere with her: was it n^lt Paris ? -BpSlo owes 
good fortune to his -good ictoks: he is ^a lucky ^dlow, 
and we l<|se_;every thing, , 

1 am gJad yo^Jike Josephtus, llevqd, h 7';I 'bulus. 
I beg you to go op^ and sjedd^Ue end- of aiege o ' Je* 
rus^lem, and the fatq of Josaphat, Take courage | 
every thing is beaujifhl in this histori^^^^ thing S 

grand, every thing is eycjry thing, is wor- 
thy of you; let not anridleftoc^^ prevail with you to 
3ay him aside. I am in the History of 1 ranee ; that of 
t.he« Crusades has occasipped my' looking into it, but it 
is not to be compand io a s’m leaf of Josephus. 
Alasl with what pleaspe wg weep over the. misfortunes 
of Aristobdlus §nd Mariamne I 

Why,, ^njy dear, do ydMell me that I shall finish the 
jre.uling of the 3^*^ bare sent me 

with yawning out, 7 '7''' ■ 

Ah, ^wvles gt&nd< parlcuvs --mn par moi I 

There are in your book, us you ino phuised to term your 
]ett<u% a thovisand enlertamiip.; lii.siories and episodes; 
und I liayc spent, two liours in writing mere nothings to 
you, I have, in a word, tlie rage king myseil 

out of breath, like. t!ie doctor in the Italian comedy. 
However, I cqnclutlc, and ernbrare you w ith extreme 
tenderness., I am perfectly v\ell, the (evenings are long, 
und it rains: this is. all 1 have to infenii you of. 

AJ* de Tulle t ba$ surpassed our expet tations, in his 
fuperal oraih^u on M. de Tuffennt : ii is a piece worthy 
iSf fmsiiortality. 

in;|^]^h 3 d*‘tcst «rrat ! 

i'l' M. Masiftttk)!!, bJdit'p <it’ 'I - ill-- 
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To THE SAME. 

Tii'tir*iloe5fs, Svitttluyy Nov, 10, 1675- 
H AM titikt'^1 .huve i^jbeiVed-tio 'l-ettor 

Tron^yoa IjAv^iis j/ost ; and'.’I fiiul b Jr this little vexa- 
tion, liow ^reat a conilorl it. U td; from a pcrsorv 
\ve tialy love. ■ it seerns tt) each 

Other: wj. are entertained vvith 4 

presents io mind thongh they are souietiines 
mingled \^ iLil ,griel> yet even this is preferable to 
ignorane^r .S;; 

We have a little SI. snm cold, but 

pleasant, whicli 1 like better than; contlnuvd riVins, 1 
live aUvays out of doors, like ^%il4 The vi- 

vacity of my humour depends. so much bn the vveathcr, 
that if you wouki knovV the ^ rtiind lam in, 

you need only consult the stifsl' Blit Provence will al- 
ways tell you wonders* fine weather is no novelty to 
you; you ere too inuch accustomed to it : we, 
wilio sdulom see the sun in Ids Ih 1 1 lustre, are in raptures, 
when we feel his kindly influeiice. fine reflec- 

tions might iiay^^boou made on ihis subject ; but this is 
enough of rain and, sunshine. 

M. do Vins has b&eri for a month at. Rennes, shying 
every day he should come to sec me^ that he was a friend 
of mine, and.related tb the ti'rignans. JM. and madame 
de Chiiulnes, madame de JMarbeuf, Tonqucdec, and 
Coiitlogon, talked to him of me, and of my beautiful 
walks : he joined them^ but it was great cry and httle 
wool, for he passed through Guevche, which is only 
three leagues fron) hence. Without coining near me; I 
would ha\e laid a wager that l|# would not come: my 





child^ there are some that go^ and some that stay. 
Forbin and he have smitten the hearts of two ladles at 
Fennes, sisters: these loves are very constant: the 
flowers of our fields are not more transient, but no >ca-‘' 
son of love must be lost. . ^ 

Madame de Lavardin sends me the'^nc^is she rr reives 
from Paris: this is pleasant to me : her cfrVe'hphn ^ents 
are, the marchioness d*lJxelles, the abbe tlC ]\ VictXire, 
Longeoil, and some otiiers. No surprise could have 
been more agreeable than the one that was pre^Mrod for 
the king; he did not expect M. du Maine till the next 
day : he saw him walk into his aptirtnient supported only 
by the hand of madame de Maintenon, u lio Jed him ; 
it was a transport of joy. M. de Loiivois went to see 
the governess on hi'r arrival: she suj)p(d at madainede 
Richelieu's; some kissed her hand, otliers her go\Mi, 
but she must have laughed at them all in her sleeve, if 
she is not very much changed, which it is sa>d she 
really is. Madame de Goulanges is to return : I never 
doubted this. Nothing is talked of but INI. de Tulle's 
admirable funeral oration : there is hut one opinion re- 
spcctmg it. His text was : ** O Loid, thou luist search- 
ed and knowm me which he tu^aied most divinely. 

1 have a great desire to see it in print. 

This, my dear child, is what may be called chat, 
for 1 cannot pretend to furnish you with news a thou- 
sand leagues' distanc^. Some correspondence is very 

S tertainin^. I advisejyon to ask M* de Coulanges to 
in my abseitfe, some trifles, that aie often 
^^ng as publiemflairs. They say it is not tine 
Bailleul is selling his commission. 1 sun- 
rwili say of this as you did of IM. de Champ- 
^moutb, which approached ratlu r too m* n 
eye,a •• isititot as well there as any wlu ie (Kc''"’ Is 
it true that the attoy of Catalogue ib go«ng to punish 



iiolirdeaux in the same way that Rennes has been pu* 
Yrisju'd ? 1 have no faith in RuVter : it is vain for you 

io tell me he is in the Mediterranean; it is a dream. 
\\ iis “lot the same thing said last yt'ar? and yon know i 
it ivas'Vot true. My son believes iM* de Louvob will 
.■onr„.,n lis k?^(5’ ■‘distinctions to him^ in making him 
j?nrch:vN%* tfi^"'’^^olours, in order to rise; this is worse 
tl);in'%hc !nr7rf)undrei{ leagues, i)ut what is to be done? 
This pretty circumstance makes Ids return uncertain. 

LETTER C:CCLVfil. 


TO ITIE SAME. 


The Rf>cks, Wednosdriy, Nov. 1», 1675. 
Here they are both, my dear; and I suppose I should 
have received them in due time, had it not been tliat 
the post .slo|)ped a day at Versailles?. Whatever taste 
you may have for my letters, they can never he to you 
what yours are to me ; and since it has pleased Heaven, 
that they are the only c^omfort I have left, I think my- 
self very happy in thus admii’ing them: hut indeed, 
my child, it is very painful to see so long a continuance 
of them, without (he hopes of enjoying the company of 
one so dear to me as (he writer is, I can scarcely re- 
concile myself to this hanJj,}dp; all my, thoughts, all 
my refiectioris, are darkened by it, and it requires a cou- 
rage to wdiich I have no pretension, to bear so extras* 
ordinary a fate. I regret every day tlrat passes, ’and 
hurries me along wdthout giving me time to be with 
you. 1 regret my life; and feed that I shall resign it, 
with less sorrow, since, till its arrangements are dis- 
agrct'able to me. These tltoiights, my dear, make me 
weep (ifieuer than I tell you, ami i shall deserve your 
sermons in spite of myself, aild more ire^hently than I 
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wish, for I never willingly give way to these melitn- 
choly reflections, but they take possession of my heavt 
without my being a!)lc to resist them. 1 am angry 
with myself, rny child, for not having been jMifhcy.-iiKVj 
mistress of this lively sentiment to-day ; 1 amj?6t ac- 
customed to yield to it. But let ano\ivy sub- 
ject; it is one of nn’ sad amuseinehts, this 

year with the Inst : what a differenoe ! wlpjjt dt li^hi ful 
society did I then enjoy in the evenings! what happi- 
ness to see you, to ntect you, to converse with \’'Ou 
at all times ! how agreeably' vvas rny 'affectinn requited ! 
Of these happy days nothing escapes rne, ( xcept the 
days themselves, which, too truly', are passed. 1 Iiavo 
tiot, however, the grief of not iuiving felt my happi- 
ness : this is a reproach I can never make U> myself ; 
but for this reason I feel the contrast more severely. 

You do not tell me, whether y^ou have been sufli- 
cicntly well treated in your assembly-', to (juit to the 
king for the Uvsual gift; ours is increased ; I thought I 
should have beaten the honest Eoucheral u hen I saw 
the augmentation. I do not sea how we are to pay the 
half of it. The states are to open to-mon ow at Dinan. 
The poor parliament are all sick at Vannes. Rennes is 
like a desert; the punishments and taxes are unmerci- 
ful: I might write from this time till tpriiiorrow, were 
1 to repeat tin; tragic glories i hear. Marbeuf will 
not return again ; she has settled her affairs, and is go- 
ing to reside at Paris. I was thinking mademoiselle 
de Meri would do very welt to take a house with her ; 
ife? woman, has an excellent carriage, 

make it still more convenient, they 
neCeP^e- ;^‘Oge?:^r only when, they choose it them- 
selves. I'jfenovv shl9<^ will be glad of an opportunity 
10 oblige, "and be in a place where she can sec me 
now and then : between ,4liis and ivastcr, mademoisellt; 



dc TVIeri is to asS: ISj. trfiffiat for ati apartmetit. I havo 
given La Troche a hint of all these things, 

I often find, my dear, that l ansvver you, like Trive-^ 
in advance, upon the . subjects of my health and; 
M. Vins: you have not, therefore, to wait three 
weeks! ^It is a-jtliP^^ction worthy of remark, that, with 
all our.>*oyi'J«v?i^ngs it is only nine daj^ from,the ihii^^ 
to ti e eleyerith, that our letters are upon the road ; 
but it is three weeks before we can say, / ani veny wtll, 
1 thank you, * * i 

You are surprised at my having a little dog; the 
history is this. One day 1 was calling a little dog that 
belongs to a lady, who lives at the end of my park; 
madame dc Taiente said, *' What! are you fond Of 
dogs ? I will send you one of the’ prettiest creatures tbilt 
ever was seen/' 1 thnTikcd her, but told her that I 
made a resolution never again to indulge m \ st If a 
folly of that kind : so the subject was dropped, and I 
thought no inoie of it, A few^days after, 1 saw a foot-* 
mail hringing a little dog-house in his arms, decorated 
witii I ibhons, and out of .this house jumped a little syJphr 
like dog, all perfumed, of Uncorntfeon beauty, witli fine 
large ears,, breath as sweet as a rost»,,arid a coat white: 
as snow, and soft as >llk. I neveir was; more surprised;, 
I would have returned it, but the servant would not 
take ii*back: the poor chamber-maid who bad brought 
it up, was, it seemii ready to die with grief forvtb^^ 
loss of it. It is Maria * v^'ho is so fond of the li till dOg$, 
lie sleeps in his hou*^e, or in Beaulieu's roomi and eats 
nothing but breadv i do iiot g|ye, way to my fondness 
for it, but it begins to love and make much of me> and 
i am afraid of yielding at -last. This is the history, 
v\ui» w hich 1 desire you will not acquaint Marphise f, 

♦ One of madame do 8^^vign<5’s women. 
f A tavoariie dog of madame de ignd's. 
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for I dread her reproaches: but it id the cleanliest 
little animal you ever beheld; its name is Fidele, a 
irame I am afraid the lovers of the princess never me, 
Hted, though they have been of some ron^eijuente. 

1 will amuSQ you some day or other with the relatfon of 
her adventures. Her style, it is tvue;"ik full 
ings and romance, and 1 do not think suf- 

fjcjierit leisure to love her daughter, at th^de* 

gree I love mine* Blore than one heart w ould be ne- 
•cessary to love so many things at once, and 1 daily per- 
ceive that the great fish devour the little ones. If you 
are, as you say, mv piec'd vative, I am 'ery much 
ol>lfged to you, and J cannot too highly piize my af- 
fection for you. I know not from what dangers it may 
'gtSjaJVded me, but if it weic^ from fire and water, 
it’ be dearer to me than it is. There arc times 

when I wonder at persons wishing it to besupfiosed that 
they ever approached within nine hundred leagues of a 
cape. The good princess, however, makes lu r boast 
of it, to the great affront of her looking>gIass, uhith 
daily informs her, that with such a face, she ought to 
have dost even the remembrance. She loves me ex- 
tremely i I should not value her acquaintance at Paris, 
but here, among peasants, it adds to my consequence. 
Her horses are ill ; sjie cannot come to the Rocks, and 
I do not accustom her to receive my visits oftcnei than 
once ii^a-week or ten days: I say to myself, as M. de 
Boufll^ said to his wife ; *' If 1 wished to pay my re- 
il^cis in a^aniage, and to leave the Rocks, I should 
go Paris^jf ^ 

OSr S^nt Martin’s summer still continues, and I 
great*deal : as I am not acquainted with the use 
IIF an elbow-chair, I repose 7ma corpotea i^ahna in my 
avenufi^, where I spend whole days attended only by 
one footman, and do not return till almost night, when 
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fire and candles make my room cheerful: I hate twi* 
light when I have nobody to chat with; and I had ra* 
iher be alone in the woods, than alone in a room. This 
I , b'ke plunging up to the neck in water to save one’s 
self ti,oui the rain; but any thing rather than an arm^ 
chair. ^ Do ncf, however, fear the dew, my child; 
there i>' nviivi hi these *walks, which like galleries; 
fear iiothing but heavy rains, from wdiich I must retire, 
and 1 can do nothing which does not injure my eyes 
it is to preserve my sight 1 encounter what you call the 
dew ; iny health is very good, be not uneasy about it. 

Let rne thank you for liking Josephus ; is it not the 
best history in the world? I send you by Ripert the 
third part of the Moral Essays, which 1 think admira* 
ble ; you will call it the second, but the second is on 
tlie education of a prince ; this is the third. There is 
like^wise a treatise on self-knowledge wliich will please 
you, and another on the use that may be made of bad 
sermons; wliich would have been of great service tQ 
you on All-Sainls’ day. You do very well, my dear* 
child, not to forget your Italian : like you, 1 read a 
little now and then by way of practice. 

What you say respecting M. de Chaulnes is admir- 
able. A man was yesterday broke alive upon the wheel 
•at Rennes (this is the tentli), who confessed his inten- 
tion to assassinate the governor : this wretch deserved 
to die. The physicians of this country are not so com- 
plaisant as those of Provence, who acknowledge, out of 
respect to M. de (b ignan, that he has the fever ; ours 
think nothing of the purple fever, with which M. de 
Chaulnes is really sullering, nor can they be prevailed 
upon to <lec!are liim in danger, Wlien the parliament 
was banished, it vrrtTpropiised, that they should purchase 
their return, by building a cit'adel at Rennes; but that 
illustrious assembly proudly refused the offer, made a 





merit of obeying liis inajesty *5 commtinds instantly, and 
^vitlu 3 |•esv themselves with more precij^iiation than was 
desired ; for had they staid, the time would have betu 
wasted ill fruitless n«^gotiatiojis, and they cojisid^epiil 
the remedy as worse than the disease. 

Our cardinal is still at Comiuerei ; the po[)e dl^es not 
leave hint at liberty to follow his own indimition. I.« 
the intendant’s lady with you? You will. say, Yes, or 
No, in three weeks. Alas! my cliild, you IiTul too'good 
an opinion of me on All Saints’ clay : it w^as the day IVI. 
Bouch(*rat and his son-in-law dined here, and I could 
not therefore perform my religious duties, 'ilic princess 
was at Scarampuclie’s funeral oration, to the disgrace 
of the catholics: this is a very pretty fancy. 1 wish 
the archbishop may bring about the marriage tliat is so 
advantageous to you. My son w ill, I believe, shortly 
go into fora gc-(]U alters, that is, soon after winter- 
quarters. 

.^I wisb, in rny atseuce, that IM. de Coulanges would 
you with such things as are w oi tli knowing. 
Kladifemdi-sel ie de Noirmoutler isjto take the name uf de 


Royan : that of d’Olonne is too hard to purify, as you 
say very justly^- Adieu, my dearest cliild ; you are 
fully persuaded then that Hove you more than mothers 
in general Ipve their children; indeed you are right ; 
you are ihe darling occupation of my heart, and I faith- 
fully promise you, I will never have any other, even 
thjjiugji 1 should in my walks stumble upon a mill w here 
I bfevground young again. Adieu, my dearest 

cqnijtess ; ^et ine know if you sleep, if you cat, if y (m 

ure^^Hp-biirnt or^fair, if you have the tooth-ache, if 

<^^(l:^pd ! w^hat would I not aive to see you, and em- 


brace you J 
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LirrrER ccclix. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Roclts, Sunday, Nov. 17, 1675* 
Your conscience must answer for all the fine things 
you l\ave said of ii>e : you have drawn a most flattering 
])icture ofrne to the intendant ; but I own 1 had rather 
have your esteem and approbation than that of the 
whole world. 1 find vve do not trouble ourselves much 
about the esteem of any but persons whom we ourselves 
esteem and love ; and it is a mortifying reflection, 
wlien we do not receive it from these: from all width, 
1 leave you to judge of my .sentiments respecting what 
you have said of myself. 

J told you madame de. Vinshad written me a very pret- 
ty letter upon her j(‘iilousy of madame de Villars : you 
iievt r saw such a little bundle of thorns! I have an-? 
swore-d her letter, and shall wu'ite to her again shortly, 
for .she is of so aflectioimte a disposition, that 1 fe^i’ she 
would take a second appearance of forgetfulness too 
miu h to heart. As to her husband, you think too well 
of him, to suppose that it was the orders from. Poland 
that previuited him from coming here; no, my dear, 
it was the order he always receives from his own ti- 
midity which makes him avoid good company, lie 
was a whole day at J/aval; he passed within three 
leagues of my house : all this may be vanity in me, 
perhaps, but it is nevertheless true. Consider how 
m iny reasons he had to call upon me : Provence, 
Pomponne, Grignari*. 

Tlu' niarquiij <(<- Vins was a Frovcnciil l)y birth, broihor-in-law of 
M, ')•; rouipoiim*, auU nearly related to the Grignaii family. 
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Ycstrrday J ivns at llic ])nncess'», where f mH a gentle^ 
man of tliis country, a vepy well made man, who had 
lost an arm in t!i* aliair of Altenhoim ; I asked huii a 
great many qnest’osjs concerning the battle, arid^hc 
trouble and co . fusion into which the army was thrown 
by the death of M. deTuienno; an “account of this 
kind from a person who has been on the spot, is al- 
ways curious : at length, but without knowing who I 
was, he fell upon the sid^ject of the regiment of Gri- 
gnan, and its colonel *, ami believe me, nothing could 
be more delightful than the natural and unallected 
praises he bestowed on that gallant young man ; in 
short, it brought tears into my eyes. Dm in.; the heat 
of the fight, the chevalier gave such proofs of his judge- 
ment and bravery as called forth the highest admira- 
tion ; this ofiker knew no end of praising him, nor 1 of 
hearing him praised. The merit of this brotiier-in- law 
of yours is really extraordinary, i»e is universally be- 
loved which is what I should not have easily supposed, 
considering his name of the petit glorieux ; but no, he 
is a different being ; he is the vevy soul of the army, 
as this poor invalid says, who, by the way, is lormenieil 
with dreadful f>ains, every now and then, and in v\ hat 
part think you ? why in the fingers of the hand he has 
lost. I should be glad to be able to account for this 
extraordinary circiunstarice, but it is beyond ruy com- 
prehension. If you can explain it to me, you will do 
roe a great favour. 

I must now tell you some news about our province. 
I have received a whole bundle of letters from Lavardin, 
d'Haroiiis, aiid Boucherat, who have informed me of 
every thing. M. de Harlai demanded a gift of three 
roilliuns, a sum that is never given ovl when the king 

• The chevalier de Grignaiia brother-in-law to M. dc Grignan, 
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Tomes to Nantes*: f(kr iny part, I thought he had only 
1)0611 in jest. But our states# like madmen, immedi- 
ately 'complied with it; and. at the same time IVl. de 
Cliai^'iies proposed sending a depik^ation to the king to 
assure his majesty of the loyalty of this province, and 
the grateful serine it had of his goodness in sending 
down troops to restore the public tranquillity; and that 
the iKjbility and gentry w'c re not concerned in the late 
disturbances- M. de St. Malo immediately booted him- 
self as the deputy for the clergy, and 'Foriquedec for the 
nobility; but M. de Rohan, as president of the states, 
wished also to go, and to take another. They all pass- 
ed througli Vine, the day before yesterday: but it is 
an unheard-of thing, for the president of the nobility 
to take such a step. We have but one example of the 
kind in history, and that is of a Portuguese general, 
who left his army to the mercy of the enemy, to carry 
in person the news of a victory he had gained over the 
Castilians. We know not what to think of this deputa- 
tion ; for my part, I consider it as settled and concerted 
beforehand, and that at their return they will bring 
us back a reinissioa of our taxes. 1 will let you know^ 
the event; at present we arc all in the dark. 

M. de Montmoion has been here for two or three 
days on business : he has a great deal of wit, and has 
repealed some of his verses to me : he knows and re- 
lishes every thing that is good. We read together the 
Death of Clorinda : do not say, my child, you know it 
by heart, but read it again, and observe how beauti- 
fully the combat and baptism are managed : end at ahi 
vista! ahi conoscenza * [ Do not perplex yourself with 
complaints which wmuld qonsole you, and I will answer 
for it that Madame de Guitaut 


Cjcrusulcmme Libcrata, Canto xii. oct. 67. 
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has great reason to be satisfij^ed wMS’ J^h^ liav- 
ing (leliverecl her so safel;j^>,.;;l'he poor man innJ a te- 
dious time of itj but thesb Jibirt of labours must raise 
])is reputation, 1 do nbt'thiiik her Journey was a pru- 
dent step; the event proveitJ happy, jbut would^ never 
reconcile me to such a proceeding I .^^all always be 
miserable on these occasions, since what I saw ypU: 
sutler at Aix. Madame de Bethfrie* stets very differ- 
ently fiom her sister, if she goes to Poland to lie in. 
Her situation there will be a very picasanL one: yours 
seems at present a -little tiresome to you, for want of 
hearing no s'^omeilmes. You are surfeited wirii conti- 
nual complaisance. You vtffsh foi* a Montausier, and I 
that the person you are questioning at presetit may not 
answer you ?io. This marriage appears to me a won- 
derful thing; thatye.5 once more, aiul then we will wait 
patiently for the negative oath. Bonzi has very diller- 
ent views ; they appear the same to madarne de Cou- 
langcs, as tlioy do to me. Negatives are now chiefly 
made use of in part of payment; at least, they are so 
in this country, w here we hear ^no answer but no from 
those whom we ask for our money. /\dieu, my dear- 
est; I think of you night and day : you teach me what 
true devotion is. 

There is a person called the chevalier de Sevigne at 
Toulon, who is a relation of yours, and iny god -son, 
the chevalier de Buous, tells me he is very brave ; if lie 
should call to pay his respects to M. dt? (hignan, I beg 
he w'ill treat him with kiiuhiess for mv sake, and render 
him any little service in your po^ver. He vonitl b* glad 
tp Jmve a ship ; as you can do any thiiy^ .vilh M. de 
[rndai, you may easily pbtjpn him one. 

of madjimo t!o Briliune was thrn 'a,..! '“'aflor iti Po- 
land, and slio was b'. sides ibf sister of J.onisa d’Arouitn, who nuor <\1 
Jean Sobitiki, bcloie he was king of Poland. 
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LETTER 

ro THE . satjf;. 

• 'Hie UcHrli;Sj Wftflucsdtiy, Novv 20j Ui/.V, 

] ]j\vK had no letter from you, my dear, which inii 
r,) vide me very dull.* Du But telK me, \t is oexubjoned 
l>y the badness of the weather; which prevents the pot-t 
from Provence coming hi time for your packi't to be 
put, up in tlic Britany bag. I do not believe a word 
tliis ; lam afraid your Cold is inctea^^d, that you 
li ne a fever, and will not slitter any outl«else to write 
to me, for fear of alarming me. This, my dear countess, 
is the melancholy hue of my thoughts; but I hope 1 n- 
day will clear up all, and reli< \e jr^c from the dreadful 
situation I am ih at present from rtiy di^^appointment, 
which has had such an eQcctoii ipe, that I hardly know 
where I am, 

Wc aie in ejcpectatio^ of ref urn of M. de St 

?tIalo, and M. de Rohan! tllowgll they are only gone 
to acquaint his majestjr vyijth the loyaJty of our inten- 
tions, for 1 believe' 'til at will be all, I am persuaded they 
will procure some indulgence for us. The states have 
allowed them two thousand pistoles each for their trou- 
ble and expoases ; in dioir, our humour for donations 
exceeds all the-mad houses m the world. But in all 
this, I pily poor IM. (ril.uoijis ^ who must ceitninly be 
ruim^tl ill having such laige draughts made on him at a 
time when a stop is put to all his receipts. 1 assure you, 
I am heartily sorry hir him. 

Madame de Vins ha.s^vjy|tten me another very pretty 
liUer; to answer it: I would show’ you 


W'iio was treasurer of chc states of Brltany. 
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what I write, if I liatl only to <j;o from one room to uo 
other; but how can I do sO at thH dist oicc ? I t\ptct 
my son here soon ; he will help me to p n y time, 
much more agreeab!}^ While 1 umain htic. The tto;- 
r//y ^ inform'? you by me, that Rousseau is at Pai and 
that \ ou may wiite to liii^ upon }our afKms * when we 
get time, we shall be all employed hand ami hoait in 
serving % ou. Yoa cannot make too* much ofdNd.'^njiK - 
cille; you l)a\e a great share iii the coirt spomK ncc I 
carry on with him. 'Tlic good cauhnal has written to 
inform rue tii it wtntcr appioaihcs; I Itll h ni 1 know 
jt, and Inne defiled him not to gi\e him^* !1 uneasiness 
about any thing in Ins desert : it not good, I loll him, 
to make himself uneasy in a deceit, rind that 1 will 
take upon me to answer for every thing , you find his 
eminence has not forgotten us ytt. 1 am amusing my- 
self with felling ^orae laige tu^es ; the hurry and bustle 
of all this does not badly represent a winter-piece in 
tapestry ; on on^ side# you see trees falling, on the 
other people sawing fimber; here they aic binding 
the brush-wood into srhalt i^ndles^ theie you see olIkis 
loading a cart witli the wo<H^ end 1 in the micKt ot them 
all ; so you bAVe the picturt? complete. But lam go- 
ing to have some more planted ; for wdiat othei bufc-im si^ 
have I at the Rocks ? 

ls<*nd a note ftsom the count de St, Maurice, in wl udi 
you vmII see news ol the duchess of Ma/aime | * in* 
says siie i- ibsolutely within SIX leagues oi Pnis. () 
what a tool ' w liat a fool 1 1 he king, besul^s tlie ten 

thousand ciou ns he his given to niddarnt de Fonti \ i and, 
has lately presenud her with a didjion 1 ol cunsidciablc 




“ lie ( oiilangts, 

IMadcimi (It IVI I 1 , ilv ^ io\ni^, ilw ijv. i tur hu 

ban 1, iti ol } < o M It ^ t 1 1 at list 1)1 1 ^ iud, wlu rc JNi k 

Saiut Miuiu , will \ s jitsi umriK- I hum tlun c, luJ su n Ik r- 



ralue. I am very glad of it I canhotj write to the co^ 
iidjutor to- clay ; and how will be, punctual as be ?s in 
those cS^^s, be able to put up y(R^:^e deltiy ? Pray do 
not be angry with hitli tor having sent me your letter, 
lor it w'as a' inost^excellent one : there is nothing 1 so 
much delight in.' Is-M. de let Garde with you ? he is a 
man for whom I h<^ve a real esteem, and who truly de- 
serves it. I want, itl reality to know every thing that 
is going on with you. A4ieu, my dear, ! will chat long- 
f'v with you another /Ui;ue*t 


LETTER CCCLXI. 

TO THE SAME., 

The Rocks, Nov. 34, 5675. 

A hiTTLE patience would save a great deal of vexation. 
'J'inie robs us of as much as it gives ; you know we have 
always found it a mere shulBer, placing and displace 
ing, ordering and disordering, finpi'inting and effacing, 
bringing togetlicr and septiratirf^, and in dhort, render** 
ing all things good and ^js^ch a manner that it is 

hardly possible to know thfcrti again.' Titae shows re- 
spect to nothing but our friendship, and that it will al- 
ways respect. But, my dear child, whither am I got ? 
What a strange digre-»ion is this! I Was only going to 
leil y ou, that the courier came in so late, that your let- 
ters wi re kept back One post,' and that the next I had 
two to(;< (K r ; and see what a round-about mode I have 
taken. \V\dl, no matter ! between friends one may be 
allow ed to let the pcMi take its own course. l am sure 
mine is very seldom ciobegf 

They wen-. ,>nsed at M. de Pomponne's, that the 
t.owp house at Aix, which appeared to you like a den 
of f/iicvcs, should have behaved so much to your satis* 
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faction. I ihiiVk It is betttef it should be so, for the sake 
of peace. ]5ut the (jue^stkm is, whether you would not 
be rnoi’e engaged m war, where you 

always come oirvlctpr; 1 know at least ho^' yon stand 
wdth respect to a general peace. I shall iu;t write any 
thing to Paris conrif*rning \oiir wai like humour, lest M. 
(le Pornponne, who is amiu) di pace e dl riposo, should 
be angry \^ith you. D*IIac(|uevllk* a'^isures me .that ue 
cannot wi>h to be better than wo arc with that family ; 
if jon are pleand with it, write to IVJ. de Pornponne, 
and nnuJamc dc Vms ; when w^inlend to give pleasure 
to a person, we always like to know liow w^e have 
succcedt d. 

Little Mansan has committed the same fault in his 
way, that M. dc LauKun did, that is, delayed and talk- 
ed too much of his maniigc. Madame the rnareclrale 
d'Aumont had given him five hundred thousand crowns ; 
but M, Ic TelUer does not wish it, and the kirig has for- 
bidden it, to take place. 1 am told, however, that tiie 
mai*^^ehalc spoke vei'y well to the king, and that M. de 
l\Tar$an said to him : Sire,« as 1 found that rny ser- 
vices deserved no iecompe|isi»;from you, I endeavoured 
to place myself in a situation where 1 might become 
usehil to you in future, without troubling you with my 
wretched fortune/* 

The other day J-ke quetni missed going to mass, and 
lost twenty thoufJ^ crowns in one morrning. 'rtu* king 
said to her, ‘MjHHfe calculate, madiun^ how nuu h this is 
a year.” A >w^|j|le Montausier asked her ilic next clay, 
if she intended staying away from mass I’or the hoca. 
again ; upon Which she was in a groat passion. I have 
heal'd these, .stories from persons win^ cume from Ver- 
sailles. and who eolleet then) mi ffm for nie. I am 
cpiile. in the dark rosjjeeiing the niysteriuus prtbi made 
by ^^nantwa to l\l, de Alursillae. 1 like your paredy, 
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MADAME DE AEVIONfE. 

it is both hn*Tior<ms ahd jipl.' 1 sing ft 
av!mir;ib!y, but >io om ..cars me ^ do not think 
ihcrt IsN^vadnes-s oi lull} in singtjrtg bv' one’s, sqlf in a 
\v<u)d r 1 poiTectly ptisuaded of thf* liishop’s * vow 
ill the b'.ittle^ cfxevoio, tfu but mark the 

end, pdfisaUy il pet'icoic, ich ) n4o it sdnlo %i I fancy he 
is very much disturbed auout the Colour pf his hat: 
tiiaiiK Qcwl he ;m 1I not have our8§, it is tod well fixed 
on a much wurlh vi head. M. dv Cossc hates the pope, 
Riid 1 love Iniii. 

You are very humorous upon our misfortunes ; but 
we liavc no more breakings on the wheel now, except 
one in a ww.k or ten days, just to keep the execution- 
er’s iiand 111 : in short, banging seems to be a kind of 
deliveraiK'e lierc frovn greater miseries. I have a ver}r 
dili’ercnt idea of instice and piu'ishrnent, since my being 
liere, to what 1 had before; luul I look upon your gal- 
ley-slaves as a set of happy people, vvdio have retired 
from the w(. rid to lead a life of ease and tranquillity: 
we iuive sent you a few hundreds fioin hence, but ihose 
who are left behind are much more wretched. 1 told 
you, I was afraid they would put dowti opr states, by 
way of punishment again; but they are assembled, and 
have made a gift of ilirer millions, UvS if it was nothing; 
we are above thinking of the trilling circumstances of 
not being able to rais<' it; that is beneath our consi- 
Ii'nition. You a.sk me if we are really' ruined ; yes, 
Hud no; If we did not yvish to leave the place, we might 

’■ Of’ ,M irse'illfs, wlio <vii» tlion ambassaclov to ilic king of PoliUKl.' 
(louiJiil'ini n’t'iT iinafkJ by t!ie 'I'urk'v. 

'j' 11 c ma U: a \c>v, aufi \u*-: 

.t 'i'lio rl.Alifjrr past. If ' die huUu. 

§ iMcaniri’'- dif ca-.iitiiil f!-* Retz, Tor vliicli the }<id'.on of 
rdarsr.iics ami his IVIcfi is; ha-l ma.l*; frreat livtciost, v.bca hl^ ciuvnonoc 
Ivtid .vriuen to the pope lor Ic-a^'c U; a u. 
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live here for nothings for we can dispose of nothin:', 
and we can hny noljiing; but, as for money, theie js 
none to be found in th0 province. 

LETTEB *CCCLXK. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Reels, Wednesday, M( v'. 27, 167 
J MUST accustom myself to this, my deai child; I h- 
ccive both your packets at once: the season Ijas de- 
ranged one of our post-days, which is th(‘ gieaiest evil 
it could occasion nu, for I laugh at its cold, snow, ice, 
and other inconveniences. M. tie Coulanges is at Paris; 
I have receivetl a long and very pleasant Ictt(*r fnim 
him ; he will also write to you ; he seems to ha\e sonic 
excellent pens, and only wants to exercise them. We 
said to each other, Where is my son ? It is long since 
left the army, where can he be?” For my pail, I 
am not uneasy about him, and I am certain he is sing- 
ing vespers with his pretty abbess ; you know he always 
makes it in his w'ay to call upon her. I send \ou the 
third little volume of the Moral Essays I mentioned to 
you: read it, iny child, without oflence to Josephus, 
which I wish you to finibh, and tell me if you do not 
think this little book ecjual to the first that you so muc h 
admired. Mademoiselle de Meri is returned liom La 
Trousse ; 1 am glad of it upon your account : she 
very much embarrassed about a house : this is a litth 
like talking of ships and boats, but you know it is n 
way. 

Be not uneasy lest I shouM inform them at Paiis, of 
what yon say respecting in PioVtncc : 

knowing that the least jest wou’d displease lU. J Poni- 
poniie, I am very cautious of writing a single vvoid upon 
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tlie subject, either to him or d^IIacqueville, whose sen- 
timents are the same as liis. Your;Consul will be elected 
on S.^urday, St. Andrew\s day. ;I remember this fes- 
tival, a»s:i cannot help admiring how w^ell yon have 
succevdfujn ejecting what you wished, in conjunction 
with tlK)se who seem to be the patrons ; it is because 
you are so much beloved; we are astonished that a 
governor can he Joyed any where. Our deputies who 
liin so foolishly to carry the news of the gift, have 
had the satislaction to know that our present has been 
well ivceiv(?d ; and are returned, contrary to the hope 
of tlie whole province, without l)ringing back any fa« 
vour. 1 am overwhelmed with letters from the states, 
every one is eager to write to me : this cross correspond- 
ence annoys me not a Uttle. An attempt is making 
lo reform the donations and p<*nsions, and to return to 
the <»l(l rci>,..dations, which would diminish them at least 
litilf; but I would bet that nothing will come of it, end 
as it falls ujjoii our friends the governors, lieutenants- 
genera!, connaissaries of the king, first- presidents, and 
others, they will ikmIuci; have the courage nor the ge- 
nerosity to retrench ni.v thing. 

Madame do Uuintiii is at Dinan : her style is as in- 
dated as her person : tho<e who are destined to make 
liarangues, copy their fine periods from her; a country- 
woman of quality who thinks she has all the airs of a 
court, is a da)jgerous being. There is a litde madame 
de here w^io has not the same address; she is 

young and handsq.i;i‘c, of the family of and w'as 

not changed <it nurse. This is precisely >vhat is called 
Britany news. 

We are busied in finisbing a foolish alVair witli a pre- 
sident, in f)rder t^‘ rec. : J the residue of our rent : it is 
this U’ ' detains us at present. 

The marriage of tlie pretty prince (de Marsau) is not 
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quite broken off; but it is said that the treasures tliat 
were spoken of, will be reduced to a hundred tliou.^-and 
crowns: ah! I would not sleep with that vvii<;!i f for 
the whole of this sum. l am persuaded, my < hild, you 
will pass the month of |)ecctiiber at O’i^nan ; you 
always shorten your stay at Aix as much as you can. 
You laugh at the Durance, and I am not yet recovered 
fr(»m my surprise at its fury and violence. 1 shall never 
forget the Chartreux de Bompas, bonrepas; for, do you 
retnernber the entertainment they gave us? Ah! nyv 
child, 1 was then with you ; this recollection is dear to 
me ; I spare you all my thoughts and feelings upon the 
subject; your disposition and courage do not aceom- 
modate themselves to all that supports me. I aninse 
myself in the evenings wdth reading the liisiory of ihe 
imprisonment and liberation of the prince: the c; r- 
dinal is fretjueiuly nientioned in it. I seein to be only 
eighteen years of age : for 1 nineniber the circiuu- 
sUmces perfectly ; this makes it still more amusing. 
The importance of the characters pleases mv mon than 
the style : it is the only book 1 read of an evening. 
Adieu, niy clearest child : you are my best love, and 
delight me more timii the \Ahole world; one linger is 
f’nough for calculations of this sort. 


LETTER ^ CCCLXIII. 

MAD A Mi: DE SllviONt jo THE COUNT PE liUSSV. 

The Rocks, Ntv. * .ihcv :3o, J67:). 

I SEND you, my dear cousin, 

Ijp me the honour to ask ir 
iu^lce. Ko one can appr 


* .Miulajnc la niar^chale cVAuino.. 
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and so I informed j^ou a week or ten days ago. I have 
evmi received a letter from the Infer, who, from an ex- 
cess of politeness, has written to ask my approbation. 
Ilis letter is plain, simple, well and handsomely ex- 
pressed, without being destroyed, as the play says, by 
a convulsion of^compliments. In short, from this spe- 
cimen, I can easily see that he is a man of good sense, 
and gopd principle# To these I add his admiration of 
you, which can only proceed from merit m himself; 
and his noble birth, of which the cardinal has told me; 
I conclude that ray niece is very happy, in the prospect 
of being so well established. You understand me, my 
dear niece ; 1 already begin by putting you one after 
the other, for I wish to please him: and 1 do not mean, 
loving you as I do, to disoblige you. TeH me, my ^od 
cousin, all the particulars of this gay entertainment* 
Our province is nittied. M. de Chanlnes has removed 
the parliament from Rennes, to punish the city for its 
conduct : it is now at Vannes, a little town, where they 
will be very much incommoded. 

The rebels of Rennes., have made their escape for a 
long time ; thus the innocent sullcr for the guilty ; but 
I shall not complain, provided the four thousand soldiers 
who are ({uartered at Rennes, do not prevent me from 
walking in my vv'oods, w'hich are of a wonderful height 
and beauty. Adieu, count : since we love one another 
still, there is little doubt that we shall love one another 
ahva^-fi. 
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LKITER CCCLXIV. 

MADAME DE S^VIGNE tO MADAME DE GKmNAN. 

Tlie Rocks> Sunday, December l, 1675. 
Well, my dear, it seems now settled that I am to re- 
ceive two of your packets together, ^and miss on,o post; 
you should see the Itces I make, and how 1 receive it 
in comparison with those that come regularly. 1 am of 
your opinion, ray child, and would giye a great deal to 
be as easy about answering letters as the coadjutor is, 
and keep them in my pocket for a month or two with- 
out troubling my head about them. Well^ it is a gift 
firom heaven certainly, this happy indifference! Ma- 
dame de Langeron used to say of visits, and 1 apply it 
to every thing ; ** What J do fatigues me, and what I 
omit to do vexes me.^' I think this is very well said, 
and I feel it scmibly. I am always exact, however, in 
my answers ; it is with pleasure I give you the top of 
tJie basket ; that is, you have the very flower of my 
xniild, my head, my eyes, my pen, my desk ; the rest 
fare as they can. 1 have as much amusement in chat- 
ting with you, as labour and fatigue in writing to others. 
I am perfectly stunned with the great news that abounds 
in Europe. 

I suppose the coadjutor has shown madame de Foil- 
tevraud the letter he received from you : you are ig- 
norant of its value : you write like an angel ; I read 
your letters with admiration: you no sooner set out 
l^an you reach the goal. Do you remember the minuet 
iWiich you danced so well, and closed in such excellent 
time, when the other creatures were not at the end of 
theirs till the next day ? The late Madame and your- 
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were fumous for this; we used to call it gaining 
groy^nd. Your lexers are just the same. 

i\s for your poor little fraiev, I know riot where he 
has hid himself : it is three weeks now since I had a line 
from him, Qe made no mention of the pretty airing 
upon the Mense, though every body believes it here; 
his fortune is really very hard, poor lad. I do not see 
i)ow can manage the affair of his protnotiotii, unless 
Lauzun will take the guidonage in pan of payttkent^ 
with some other little additions, we will endeavour to 
raise : but to buy the ensign’s place, and have th^ 
guidonage left upon our hands, will never do* Your 
reasoning upon the matter is very just ; we all acqui- 
esce in it, and sluill be very weH contented to niOtmt 
after the other two*, provided the guidon serves as the 
first step. 

I shall finish the year here very peaceably. There 
are times when all places are indifferent, and a solitude 
like this not unpleasant, Madame de la Fayette re- 
turns you all yom civilities : she has very bad health, 
and poor M. de Limoges still worse; he has resigned 
all his benefices to the king: I fancy his son, the abb^ 
de la Fayette, will have one of his abbeys. Poor Gas- 
cony has been as roughly handled as we have been. 
We have six thousand troops sent down to pass the 
winter amongst us : if it were not for the misconduct 
of the provinces, I do not know how they would be 
able to dispose of their troops. I cannot think peace 
is so near: do you remember all our reasoning upoii 
the subject of war, and hOw many persons there must 
be killed ? this is always a certain prophecy, and so is 


Tlic marqviif (k; la Troiisse, and the marquis de la Fare; the One 
iicuteiuiiu, and tlu^ other svib-lieutcnunt, in the dauphin’s gen*- 
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that, that youi letters can never tire me, long as they 
may be: ah! yon will find no chimera in this hc^pe^ 
they are my choicest reading. Kipert brings you a 
third volume of the Moral Essays, which j^re worth 
your perusal. 1 never met witli greatei\e'/iergy tln*r. 
there is in the style of these writers; they make use of 
no words but what are in common use, and yet they 
appear perfectly new, by the elegant manner in which 
they dispose them. In the morning, 1 read the history 
of France ; in the afternoon, some serious subjects in 
my woods; such as the Essays, the Life of Saint 
Thomas of Canterbury, which I think delightful, or 
the Iconoclastes ; and in the evening, things of a lighter 
nature ; this is my constant rule. I hope you continue 
to read Josephus ; take courage, my dear, and go on 
boldly to the end, If you read the history of the 
Crusades, you wdll meet wdth two illustrious men who 
were your ancestors, but not a word about the great 
family of that holds its head so high at present : 

but I am persuaded there are some passages which 
wdll make you throw aside the book, and curse the 
Jesuit t; and yet upon the whole it is an admirable 
history. 

The good La Troche does her duty very well, for 1 
look upon what is done for you as no obligation : the 
princess and I were rummaging over some old papers of 
the late madame de la Tremouille^s, where we found a 
thousand copies of verses, and portraits, among others, 
that which madame de la Fayette d re w^ of me, under 
the name of Incognito : it is by far too llattering a like- 
^ss, notwithstanding some of iny friends who knew 


Fath<?r Maimbourg, author of the History of the Crusades. The 
P^^tcian, ill the Lettres l*ersancs, gives as a receipt for the asthi'ia, to 
read all the works of this father, stopping only at each period. 
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about sixteen years ago, out of their love for me, 
coDiend that it is a strong resemblance. What answer, 
fvvhat return can I make, my dear child, to tlie tender* 
ness/ you express for me ; unless that I devote myself 
entirely to and esteem your love as the dearest 
thing to me on earth ! 


LETTER CCCLXV. 

TO TJIE SAME. 

The Rocks, \A^ednesday, Dee, 4 , lf>75. 

I WRITE to-day upon the point of a needle; for I now 
receive no letters from 3^00 but on a Friday, and then 1 
have two at once. As I was returning from my walk 
yesterday, I met the poor *, at the end of the 
mall, who immediately fell upon his knees, so conscious 
of having done wrong in having been three weeks under 
ground, singing matins, that he thought he dared not 
approach me otherwise. I had resolved to scold him 
heartily, but I was so glad to see him, that I could not 
find an angry word to use. You know* how entertain* 
ing he is; he f^mbraced me a thousand ti-mes, and gave 
me the wTust reasons in the world ; which, ho\vevcr, I 
received as sterling : we chat, w^e read, w^e walk, and 
we wear away the year^ or rather, what is left of it. 
We are determined to dispose of our paltry guidoriage 
as well as w e can, if the king will permit, M. de 
Lauzun may find a purchaser fur his place, and we will 
endeavour to do the same for ours, and then we may 
perhaps agree together afterwards. 

We are in doleful dumps about the troops that are 
pouring in upon us on all sides, under M. de Porivrae- 


* M. de SdviiCUtI; 
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once^ I will folUw the advice of the wise heads \\ho 
govern Us. I heard of all your triumphs in Provenice, 
and it is impossible to say how sensibly they atfected 
me. I embrace you most sincerely and tenderly, my 
dear little sister. (Jonsider how you have always behaved 
towards me: consider how much ygu have always pre» 
ferred my interest to your own : consider how' amiable 
and excellent you appear in the eyes of every, one ; 
and then judge of my sentiments towards you. 


MADAM L DE SEVIGNE CONTINUES. 

Mv dear child, Bourdelot has sent me some verses he 
has made in praise of the prince and the duke; he 
sends them to you also *. He has written that he is no 
poet, and I am almost tempted to ask him, “ Why tlicn 
do you write verses i who obliges you to it?’^ lie calls 
me the mother of Love, but it is to no purpose. I think 
his verses very poor. I know not wdicther praise makes 
my heart ache, as it will the prince’s. Madame dc 
Villars embraces and loves you; what think yon of 
this journey ? 1 trust to you to say a word for me to 

the mburnful traveller. 1 embrace the [)oor little 

■ ■> 

• The abbe limucU to tliQ! gr<>at Loiuli?, plrasctl biiu 

infinitely i>y his gaiuty, atid even by lus fomili.'irity. Quern Cluisiiuu 
liked him extremely. She took it into her head to loam to sura:, 
wishing) she said, to know cveiry thing. SIh' selected Bmodelot fi)i bt r 
instructor. I know none of his verses, .hut thosO he made uj'on the 
dttk«, who had sent him .soine g^ine. ♦U^ourd'^loi,*’ says he, is u 
s<;cond Orphette : -.v , 

11 ft lifljtt, lire ties ames doS 
, Kt deja le gil»iei vieut au son de lyrr . 

already drawn souls from the infernal regions, and gone 
to tlu sound of bii lyre.” 
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no. The good obbe is devoted to you, and am I 
not also, ray beloved child, devoted to you? 


LFITER CCCLXVL 

TO THE SAME* 

The Rocks, Sunday, DccetnbcT 8, 1675. 
li EXPECTED two of vour packets by to-day ^s post, and 
1 have received none. As gloomy thoughts are apt to 
hover over these woods, I was at first inclined to be un- 
easy about you : but the good abbe and my son assure 
rae, that if any accident had happened to ymu, you 
would have ordered some person to write to me, and I 
choose therefore, to lay all the blame on the post, 
though 1 do not comprehend how it can be so irregular, 
and to hope I shall hear frdhi you to-morrow. 

IVHacqueville has a cold and a little fever; I amr 
Mixious about him, for I alw'ays tremble at levers; they 
say it abates, but it is life itself which abates by being 
undermined. Though {he name of d'Hacqueville is 
become proverbial, there is not one of the whole race 
who is worthy to be compared to our good friend* Has 
he mentioned to you a journey the king is to take either 
to Champagne or Picardy ?' for a report of this kind has 
begun to spread to our sorrow. They say it is to be 
for three months. You see I make the most of the 
loose sheet, which is called news. As for his letter, it 
is so full oF my sf|^ and my dtiughter, and our affairs/ 
in Britany, that be unhatu)|^i if I’ did not putr: 

out my eyes in deciphering it. M. de liiiyardin is my 
resident at the states he informs me of everything. 
As we sometimes fill up our letters with a sentence of 
iLuruin, I sent him these lines of 'Fasso, addressed by 

M;5. 
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the shepherd to Ermiaia, to make him understand tj^he 
repose and indolence I enjoy here : — 

# (J’c^ni oltraggio c scorno, 

xnla fiuaiglia e gregge illt'sc 
Sempre qul fu j ne atrepiio tU Marte 
Turb6 ancor qiicsta reinota pane. 

My letter was scarcely sent awar, when eight, hun* 
dred dragoons arrived at Vitre> whom the princess was 
very little pleased with. It is true^ they are upon their 
march ; but^ upon my word, they live as if it were in 
a conquered country, notwithstanding our good mar- 
riage with Charles VIIL and with Lewis XII f- "fhc 
deputies are returned from Paris. M* de St. Malo, Gue- 
madeuc, who is ybur relation, and a mitred linnet, as 
inadame de Choisy told me, appeared at the states per- 
fectly transported, and full of the goodness of the king 
to him, without paying the least regard to the ruin of 
the province, which was the agreeable present he 
brought with him. His maimer of addressing the 
province, could not but be vevy pleasing to a people 
who were in despair at the situation of their affairs. 
Tie saidi that his majesty was very w^cll satisfied with 
his good province of Pritany, and with the present they 
had made him; that he had forgotten the past; and 
had sent his troop.s amongst them, only as a mark of 
ins confidence in them, as w^e send our equipage home 

* : j^o 4angm here, my abn, 

A$ yet my: khx^red or my ilobk h^Wknown ; 

Anti these ifeoaes, renibved far, 

bocu startled with the din of war. 
lioolcs tmn^dathn of JtrusglG^ Dcliverfd^ hook 
•f* The of Anne duchess of Britany tvith Charles VlfF., ant! 

after his death, with Lewis XII., united this province to rraiuc. 



w|en we have ho farther occasion for it. M. de Rohan 
^ conducted himself very difFer^tly, and with more ap- 
pearance of a good patriot. 

This is the scurvy new s wa have to send you ; I w ist 
to knovr vyhat you have to send ua in return, and what 
is become of y onr, procurcur du pays. You need not 
doubt but the Jansons have made great complaints to 
M. (Ijp! Pomponne ;* I suppose you have not forgotten to 
write to him yourself> and likewise to madame de Vins, 
who undertook to write for St. Andiol. It is d'llacque- 
ville only who can serve you, and inform you of what 
concerns your alTairs there. I am w holly useless to you 
in questa remota paric^'. It is one of my greatest sor- 
rows; if ever 1 find myself again in a situation to be 
serviceable to you, you shall see how I will redeem 
the time that has been lost. Adieu, my dear ; I wish 
you perfect health ; it is the only thing that can pre- 
serve mine, about w'hich you are so solicitous ; it is in 
a very good state at present. 1 embrace you tenderly ; 
and would tell you how agreeable and amusing my soa 
is ; but here he comes; I must not indulge bis iudo» , 
lence, let him answer for himself. 


FROM M. 0E ShVIG!tf£ 

I SHOULD have nothing to entertain you with, my dear 
sister, after what I w rote to you three days ago* if I 
had not spent the afternoon w^itli mademoiselle da 
Plessis, wdio is still the same charming creature. Thia 
illustrious beauty, who is tp be the imbject of my letter* 
has something so furiously agreealde, that she can only 
be equalled by the amiable Tisiphune. Her lip is co- 
\'crcd with a kind of fret- work, resembling a leprosy ; 


'* In this distant retreat. 
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and her bright eyes have somethirig in them so 
supportable, that we wish for the defence of an uh^ 
brella even in the shade. All her concern at presf ^ 
is, that this malady on her lip prevents her from kissing 
my mother every quarter of an hour. She has had 
something of the same kind upon her arm, which has 
kept her at home a long time r and I unluckily took the 
liberty to say, that the Rocks were not the less agree- 
able for her absence. At present, we are in hopes that 
she will have a tertian ague : she has been complaining 
of it to-day, and she renews her complaints every mo- 
ment to excite our compassion. She has displayed all 
her eloquence in bewailing the dismal prospect of 
passing the whole winter, with a day of sickness for 
every two days of health. On our part, we expect to 
be attacked by a double tertian ; and foresee, to our 
sorrow, that by means of her company, are likely 
to have two bad days for the one agreeable day on 
which slie is confined. In other respects, the Rocks 
extremely agreeable. JVIy mother continues to sig- 
itaJise her goodnesii towards this 'favourite place, by still 
adding new beauties to it. Our good abbe has spent 
the afternoon in drawing plans, which may remain as 
monuments of his taste, and of my mother’s magni- 
ficence : the chapel is finished, and mass wall be said 
ill it in a week. May God long preserve to us, my 
dear sister, so good a mother, and so good an uncle. I 
say nothing of my little post in the army : every thing 
goes so very ill, that 1 conceive new hopes from ruy 
disappointments. 
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LETTER CCClJLVU. 

TO THE SAME. 

j The Rocks, Wrtliicsday, Dec. n, 1675. 

A LITTLE palienqe, my dear child, brings us to the ac- 
conipjishinent of olir wishes : I have received the two 
packets of letters from you that I should have received 
before , but they are come at last, and you will do me 
no more than justice to believe that I am highly de- 
lighted to have them. I thank you, that notwithstand- 
ing all your philosophy, you enter into my melancholy 
reflection.s on the immense distance that separates us ; 
you sympathise with me ; you seem afRicted, as well 
as mysebj with this disposition of Providence ; hut you 
encounter it with more courage than I do, who always 
f»*el from it some new increase of soiTow. I am conti- 
nually meditating on tlie past, for which the present 
and tlie future can nev(rr make me amends. It is an 
ample field in which to exercise a heart so tender and 
ill-defended as mine. I canne.t but admire those good 
ladies who make a duty of tiu*ir inclination ; tViere is 
I/ci Troche for instance, who has so well turned and 
wound her good fortune, that she is at longtii settled at 
lier ease in the good city of Paris, making it the seat of 
her ein|)lre, and the field of all her operations. She 
has fixed her son at court, in spite of wind and tide, 
and makes it lier business to be always near him. As 
for IVIarbeuf, she had begun, even in her husband's 
time, and now lays no restr dnt upon herself; she has 
taken a lease of a house at l^aris, for a hundred years, 
and most humbly takes her leave of poor Pritany ; 
uliilst you, my ch ar child, who were born and bred in 
tiiis country, you whom I have always so fondly loved. 
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and so ardently wished to have for ever with me, a\re 
driven to the farthest end of the w’orld, by the stprms 
of adverse fortune ; but, if I mean to put an end my 
letter, i must pass lightly over these reflectihns, and 
resume my courage in the flattering hope of ? change : 
d’Hacqueville and 1 indulge some pleasip^ dreams of 
that kind : but this is not a tipe to cpm^unicale them 
to you. Let us return to the mij^efies of this poor 
province. 

Every place is full of warriors j there are to he some 
at Vitre, notwithstanding the pripcess is there. Mon- 
sieur, when he writes to her, styles her his good aunt; 
his dear aunt; but I do not find that she is better 
treated than others. There are to be troops at Guerclu*, 
the estate of the marquis de Villerdi j and from thence 
they are to spread themselves among the country people, 
to rob and strip them. This is a heavy disaster upon 
poor Britany, that never experienced any thing of the 
kind before. Our governor has received a power to 
grant a general amnesty, which he disperses with one 
hand, and with the other lets l6osc eight thousand sol- 
diers, over whom he has as much command as you 
have: they have all their orders. M, de Pommcreuil 
is expected here eveiy day ; he has the inspection of 
this little army, and may very soon boast a fine govern- 
ment. He is tlie best and wdsesfe of the robe : he i? 
my friend ; but 1 doubt whether he will be as tractable 
as your intendant, whom you manage so excellently ; 
I am afraid he will be changed. 1 can give jmu no 
information to-day respecting Languedoc ; in the mean 
time content yourself wdth some from Guienne: I find 
they are W'ell protected, and have procured a consider- 
mitigation of their burthen. Alas! we are not 
so happy; our protections, if we had any, would do us 
more harm than good, by the animo.iity against us of 
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tvM indivitluals, 1 believe we may still find, or at least 
promise to find, the three millions demanded of ns, 
without ruining our friend*; for he is so beloved by 
the states, that they would do any thing rather than he 
fchould si^fFer, And this, I think, is enough upon the 
subject. ; 

I am rejoiced that you are not returned to Grignan; 
it would have been only an additional fatigue and ex- 
pense to you. Prudence and economy, for whicli the 
good abbe desires me to thank you, have rendered that 
step unnecessary. Let me know if the dear little ones 
are to come to you. We have most delightful w'eatber 
here, and we are making some new walks, which will 
be very beautiful. IVly son is very good, and helps to 
amuse us ; he enters into the spirit of the place, and 
has brought no more of the warrior or of the courtier 
with him into this retreat, than is sufficient to enliven 
conversation. When it does not rain, we are not so 
much to be pitied, as at a distance it may be supposed: 
the time we have fixed to spend here will pass like the 
rest. 

My letter has not been given to Louvois ; the whole 
affair is negotiating between Lauzuii and m^^self; if he 
will take the guidonage, v\e liave olierecl to make a 
small addition to it; if he resolves to sell his post out- 
'light, which would be very unreasonable, lie must look 
for a purchaser on liis side, as we shall on ours ; that is 
all. 1 have written to the chevalier to condole with 
him on our not having met at Paris: we should liave 
made curious lamentaiions together on our last yearns 
party, and should have renewed our tears for the loss of 
iU. de 1 urenne, I know not w hat idea you have of our 


* M. t!t‘ Iltirrouis. 
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princess : I assure you she is no Artemisia* ; her heatfc 
is like wax, it easily takes impression : she makes a 
boast of it, ar'id says pleasantly enough that she has a 
ridiculous heart; this is spoken in general terms, but 
the world is rather more particularXm its applications* 
I am in hopes I shall be able to kee?p this folly within 
bounds, by the frequent speeches I make (as if I intend- 
ed nothing by tli(*in) on the detestable light in which 
those women are held,* who give too great a rein to 
their passions, and how much they subject themselves 
thereby to contempt. I talk miraculously sometimeS^; 
I am heard, and approved, as much as can be expected. 
Indeed 1 consider it quite a duty to talk thus : and 
should tliink it an honour to be instrumental in work- 
ing a reformation. 

What you say respecting Tidele is extremely pretty 
and diverting. 1 must own my behaviour has been that 
of a coquette, and 1 am heartily ashamed of it. 1 en- 
deavoured to justify myself in the way 1 told yon ; for 
it is certain I aspired to the supreme merit of loving 
only one dog, in contradiction \o M. de la Rochefou- 
cault's maxim, ** Tliat it is more rare to find a woman 
who has had but one lover, than to find a woman who 
has had none at all but T am really embarrassed 
about Marf)hisc ; 1 do not know how to manage, nor 
what I sliall say to her: this leads to lying; but, at all 
events, I will relate the circumstances of my new en- 
gagement: in short, it is an enibarrasstnent to which 
I had resolved never to subject myself ; and is a strike 
ing example of hpnan imbecility : this accident would 


afit'cfionato and chaste wife of Maiisolr.s, king of Carla, wh.uJ i 
a i? ties -ship drank after his death. 


t The little dog mentioned in the letter of the l<3ih of November 
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not h;tui happened to me, if 1 had not been so near 
Vitre. 

I am tired to death with the batwenness of news ; we 
stand in great need of some event, as you say, let it be 
at whose oxpense it will ; as long as we have no more 
Tore lines to lose, vogHe lagalcre. You tell, me extra- 
ordinary things; 1 read thorn, admire them, believe 
then); and then you send me word they are not true ; I 
well know the style and hrag^rt of the provinces. 
You judge superficially of governor, when you say 
you should have acted as he did, had you been in his 
place: I know you Would not;; neither did the king^s 
service reipiire it. Ah ! what is become of the excel- 
lent understanding you had last winter? This is no 
time to think of deputations : let us see peace restored, 
and then we shall have time to think of every thing. 

As to the religion of the Jews, I said, when reading 
their history, that ‘‘ if God had given me grace to 
have been born a Jew 1 should have liked it better 
than any other except the true religion. I admire its 
magniljcence ; but you 'must admire it still more, on 
account of its year of rest, and of dressing-gowns, 
which \MJuld have given you an opportunity of being 
a shiuiug example of piety in your elbow-chair; never 
would sabbath have been better kept, Kipert has re- 
ceived the Moral Essays; they contain several treatises, 
and amongst the rest one that is particularly pleasing: 
you will guess Mhicii I mean. I ami deiighlcd with 
your good health and beauty, for I love you truly, I 
often w ish li)i you in these W'oods, 4he air of which, 
as well as that of Livri, is a great pr^rvadve to the 

* In allusion to iui expression ot' IM. de llochcfbucimlt, tvlu) said, 

“ n Goil had £,n\e!i rne grace to have been born a 'Furk, 1 slhoultl have 
'li' d aTmk.” 
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complexion. Our j^ood abbe praises you lor 

your care in discharging your debts j for that, in his ^ 
estimation, is the law and the prophets; and as M/dej 
Grignan is so prudent, 1 will embrace him notwith> 
standing his beard ; but do you know tliat /i>"our little 
btother^s beard has the presumptipn to rival it? it is 
to much purpose ! Send me word of your success at 
play. It seems to me as if I aaw your little lingers 
taking out of the pool ; but these times are past : good 
and evil travel on the same road, but they leave dii' 
ferent impressions. You have given a gteat dinner: 
where was 1 ? for I know all j 1 see all the magnifi- 
cence from hence. Yon express yourself admirably 
on the marriage of the little prince (de Marsan) and 
the niarechale; the disproportion is doubtless great, 
but suppose he should have escaped it ! lielieve me, 
you have no need of my letters, you can wrne delight- 
fully without a theme. But I must i educe myself at 
last to Solon’s rule, ** Is'othing is to be praised on this 
side the grave;” which is a heavy restriction for me, 
who dearly love to praise what is praise-worthy ; be- 
sides, who can slay so ]<mg? Por my part, I shall 
always go on in my old way : adieu, my ever-iovelv 
and beloved child* 

IJEITER CCCLXVlIh 

TO THE S \MR. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Dec. 15 , 107 , 1 . 
Ah ! my child, bow much 1 have just been ualking in 
?ny dauf^kla^^ wkm f 7nj/ mother^jf whim ii> tlioiight no 
more of^n this country. 1 come from my wood*^ : the 
walks in tfij^mare b( autiful, arid 1 should never be iirtd 
of them* There are six new ones you have never seen, 
and those you have ^ccll are very much impioved. The 
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mall is more beautifal than the r^«t, and, besides, it is 
' ?tij/ daughter's ly/ww. It is How mild and dry. I remained 
till after dusk, because no troops have passed to-day: 
when any come to Vitre, they oblige me, against my 
inclinatior, to retire an hoinr earlier. It is there, my 
child, 1 have leisure to love you : 1 can easily compre^ 
hend that you have always time to do this; we 
must enjoy it whdn we can. You were engaged in a 
thousand things which prevented you from finding your 
affection at a given time} but it is true, that in three 
days you repaired this disfc^tion sufficiently: you 
seem to have acquitt^ yourself wonderfully of your 
promise to love me agaih ; you are now at leisure to do 
so, and I am Mire me very much. 

I am delighted that Roquesante is with you; he is, 
without disparagement to the rest, the most gentlemanly 
man in Provence, and one whose heart and mind are 
the best suited to yours : you have very much obliged 
me by giving my compliments to him without waiting 
three weeks : some things may be easily answered. 
Kemcmber me also to ydur worthy cardinal (Orimaldi) : 
God preserve him to you i'm a hundred years to come : 

I fancy he was one of th,#la who contributed to fix the 
hat upon the head of our cardii;|al. 

You astonish me by saying that my letters .ire good: 

5 am delighted that they please you, you know my 
feelings upon that subject. 1 say nolliing to you q6 
vours, lest I should give yon the fit abhe’s pain in the 
calf of the leg; othirwi>e, 1 know what I could say, 
but I will shovv you a w of them, day, and you 
shall judge yourself. Yon arc right wbcn you suppose, 

J ivish for nothing so mucli as to havis an opporiuiiity 
ol being reconcib d lo Foiitainbleau, but I cannot yet 
get lid of the lerju nibrance of what it made me sui^r. 
'ion have seen ilie abbe dc la^Vergne then, it seems. 
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and have got the Moral Essays ; those* 1 sent you, ar- 
rived almost as expeditiously as our letters. The trea- 
tise on tempting Cod^ appeared to be the most useful ; 
that on the reseniblanoe of self-love and clfarity, the 
most luniinonc;, to Use their own expressiont But let 
me have your opinion of them. , 

You have judged very right,ly what it is that causes 
my indiflerence respecting otir return to Paris;* it is 
such, that were it not. for the affairs which call us thi- 
ther, I should see no reason to prefer one day to 
another for leaving this agreeable desert: but many 
reasons make us resolve to take our measures so, that 
we may arrive at Paris in the beginning of Lent, which 
is the best time for pleading; and X am a little like the 
countess of Pimbcche ; I hope every thing will go 
well. 

Since you desire to know how the affair I have with 
Meneuf goes on, I must inform you, that he is in de- 
spair at our serving upon him a certain instrument of 
justice, which leaves him no farther pretext for delay- 
ing the payment. He had cotiniecl upon an e.scape as 
to five or six thousand francs, which is prevcjited by a 
paper we liave found. I am obliged to tho abbe for 
this d iscoverv, for Vaillant had the paper in his iiands, 
but did not know the virtue of it: but, it is written in 
the book of fate, that I shall be under all sorts of oblL 
gallons to him. 1 may now expect the termination of 
this affair. It is a plea.sure to see the convulsions of 
dislionesty, which' is at a los.s for a stratagem, and can 
find no new pretext by which to defend itself. 

.cannot ima^ie what Berbisi means ; he tells me 
jitively that lie has .sent you tlic sparrows; 1 will 
wi1lBfc58 hinf* again about it; J love to see with what 
expedition M. de Grignaii devours them. In the mean 
time I embrace him, evtyi though it should be rl'e. third 
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vKiy of Ills thorny beard ; it is, I think, impossible to 
t^xposc one’s person to danger with a better grace. I IdkI 
resolved to treat the chevalier in the same manner; 
*b«t 1 am afraid we shall only have his regiment here. 
I designed to have told you, that if I could get him hi- 
ther, 1 should devour him with caresses; but you have 
prevented me by telling me so: I own you have not 
guessed amiss in supposing, that I should be extremely 
pleased to see him. If we can escape the heavy rains 
of the, season, 1 am sure he would not spend his time 
iiere disagreeably. 

Tell me, my dear, of your success at play, and of 
your health. 1 w^as not long in })aiu about your cold; 
it was not the post immediately alter 1 heard of it, that 
failed. 1 liave since received four packets in a week, 
tuo at a tin»e; not one of your letters has been lost; 
as for the irregularity of the post, we must make up our 
molds to it. i)o not let it be known at Paris that I 
siiiii) not loturn so soon : not that 1 fear any one there 
would hang liirnsolf, if he knew of my delay; but 
becatise 1 would not give Mirepoix the pleasure of 
knowing it. 

Adieu, my dear; you cannot deceive yourself in be- 
drviog (hat 1 love you with my whole heart. Your 
brotiii r is coming, who will give you an account how 1 
spend the fast-tiays, and that mass was celebrated to- 
day for the fnst Lime in our chapel; for though it has 
V)een huiit four years, it wanted all the ornaments iie* 
c essary to make it lit to be used. Our abbe loves you, 
and coiijui'es you to employ yourself continually in 
counting, calculating, and computing, for that should 
be youl j)rincipal care. What signifies having money, 
if we cannot tell what is due to us ? Your farmers do 
tiieir duty much better than ours : you pay off your 
arrears better than any person of the court; this is a 
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great honour and credit to you. I am out of ]>aileace 
at hearing nothing more of the niarriage of your maid. 
Madame d’Ortnesson is marrying her son to a young 
widow ; I will let you know when it will be proper for 
you to congratulate him. 

Our states are broken up : we arc short of the money 
we are to raise by nine hundred thousand francs: tlii.^ 
gives me uneasiness on account of M, d’Harrouis. They 
have retrenched half the pensions and gratifications. 
M. de Rohan did not dare, considering the dejected state 
of the province, to promote amusement of any kind ; 
but that old mitred linnet of sixty, M. de Saint Malo, 
thouglit it becoming in him to begin ; not, as you may 
perhaps expect, by appointing some solemn procession, 
or the prayers of forty hours, but by giving the ladies 
a ball and supper. It was a public disgrace: M. de 
Rohan, though he was ashamed of it, was forced to 
continue it. Thus, like the dying swan, wo sing over 
our own ruin. My son w’ill tell you where he found 
this simile: I believe it was at the end of Quintus 
Curtius. 


PROM M. I)F. SliVIGNL'. 

Mv aunt de Biais taught me this erudition, but she di<l 
not teach me to do what I did yesterday, of which I am 
going to give you an account. You know, or at least 
you may suppose, that I spend all niy time at the 
Rocks ; and am consequently unacquainted with the 
-adventures that happen in this country. A numerous 
assembly of the clergy came to assist at the ceremony 
of opening our cha[)el ; M. du Plessis was amongst 
them. 1 thought it proper to turn the conversation on 
something that concerned gentlemen of their profession ; 
and I began with inquiring what was become of M. de 
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VilUi-Urajie, They told me, lie was fled for refuge to 
J.ovver J'lritany, and that he had lp$t his benefice, I 
replied, that 1 always thought he would not keep it 
long, and that there would be found some cunning 
sharper, who would get it from him. I went on to en- 
large upon the knavery of Ville-Brunc, and assured the 
company that the capucliins had given me a strange 
character of him, and that indeed liis life made all they 
said of him but too credilde ; for a brother, who had 
profanely thrown oif his capuchin’s frock, must cer- 
tainly be a man of very indifferent principles. This 
fine speech had two very good effects. The first was, 
that the ahbe du Plessis is the cunning sharper, who by 
base ingrathude made poor Viile-Brune lose his bene- 
fice : and the second, that the rector of Brea!, who per- 
formed the ceremony, had been himself a capuchin; so 
tliat my words were a iwo-fdged sword to th(;se two 
reverend genileriien, like that nifulioned in the Apoca- 
lypse, w inch when I read, 1 did not suppose it would 
have produced this effect in me. Annlher piece of eru- 
dition. Last Friday was^ the first fish- day J have spent 
here ; and I asked my mother Thursday evening wdiat 
slie did on Fridays. My dcar,^^ said she, I eat a 
slice of bread and butter, and 1 sing.’^ Whatever there 
is of good or bad in this, it is literally true. 

^ My mother advises you to write a few lines to ma- 
dame de la Fayette, upon the abbey the king has lately 
given her; she went to tliank him for it last Wednes- 
day : his majesty received her very graciously : and 
madame de. la Fayette embraced his knees with the 
same tenderness that made him shed tears before, for 
the danger the duke would encounter in five or six 
months. She saw madame de Montespan ; M, du 
Maine conversed with her, and this train of prosperity 
Jias brought a letter of two pages to my mother : this 
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is a little in the Ravaillac style. Adieu, my dear litilr 
5 ister, continue to love me, and obtain for me the same 
favour from M. de Grignan. Tell him that 1 love and 
honour him ; and that, finding myself incapable of imi- 
tating him in his excellent qualities, I endeavour at least 
to make my beard resemble his, as far as is in my pow» 
er ; and that I should think my^self too happy, if 1 could 
give it that glossy colour, which a .raven might envy, 
and which makes him appear in your eyes and mine a 
perfect Adonis. 

The divine La Plessis is still indisposed. Tin's is the 
day in which we are to expect our fit ; pity us, for her 
visit, which is worse than that of the ague, is likely to 
be long, and may perhaps begin at ten in the morning. 
We have lately had in her place a very pretty damsel, 
whos(! eyes do not at all resemble hers. By her means 
we have set on loot the game of and instead 

of fn^^iicr t, \v( pr(>!iounL{; it bigicr. 1 hope the ph’a- 
sure of repealing this simple term in presence of Let 
Plessis, who IS so muc!j a critic, and so impatient ol’ any 
impro[)rieiy of e\ jiression, v\ill he no unpleasant revenge 
on her for her impertinence, Slie salutes you with hei 
ruby lip. To siiow > on the age and capacity of the 
little lass wv have with us, 1 must tell you, that she as- 
sured us (In' Ollier day, that the day alter Easter-eve 
was on a Tuesday. Oliserving us smiU*, she corrected 
lierself, and said it was on a Monday ; and finding tins; 
did not succeeds she cried out, “ < )li ! what a simple- 
ton am 1 ! it is cm a iTidayd' Von see what doubts 
and ]>erplexities vve labour uiuler ; if you will have the* 
goodness to tejl us on what day it really is, you will 
€Xtricat(‘. us from a very great difhculty. 

If you find any confusion in the date of this letter, it 

'* A gamr so calk-rl. 

•J' A U-rni in tm- gamf. 
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Ts hvt'ans^? ii)y inolhtM* \vrr>te her part of it yc'^terclay 
evt'niiiL^ after she canu* in from her mall, ati<l 1 wrlie 
mmc this morning, before 1 go out to hunt squirrels 
there. 


lA.rmii (’CCI.X1X. 

TO TUI. SAMi;. 

'I'lu' Rinkii, W'olncs.liiy, Drc. i^, ifi: 

/i ti.\A i: jusl been wilting to M. »fe Poinponne, anil nva 
dame de \ ins, in pursuance of d’i lacquevilh'^s advice, 
1 faticy 1 have written in the proper strain ; 1 always 
send niy letters open to him (d’ll:uT|UCvi11e), who is ter- 
rified at seeing so many persons reaily to fall upon us : 
he is afi'aid you should have neglected to send up the 
defence made by your friends ; lie hnds llie aflair is 
come behna; the council, uIick* M. de Colbert, has a 
voice, as well as M. de Ponipomie, and he was willing 
to be .'^up[)orted v\ith my poor leileu's, ol’ which he is to 
make wUal use he sees proper. It vexes me, that 1 am 
not upon the .-pot tf» aiun.l lo this affair myself; not 
that 1 im.igine i could i\o l.etter than dX]ac(}uevilie, but 
llxm tin re wouKi be t*vM» in.^n ad of one, and I should 
have the sati.sfaction el' being ot some little as.sistancc 
to you ; Imt Provideiict' has not thouglit fit to indulge 
me \^ iih m\' desire. It is certain licat d’i lacqueville 
will leave no .siom- unturned ; for never was man more 
/x’alou.s in the can've of a friend lliaii lie is ; he is a trea- 
sure of goodiu'ss, fi’leiid.ship, and ability, arid for exact- 
ne.s.s and assiduity, n(» one can compare with him. I 
now live in hoj)es of seeing this affair speedily, and 
ha'ppily terminaUtl. Not l»ut that 1 shall open the let- 
tins 1 receive from him with some emotion, because j 
look upon myself as [larticulai ly mtcrested in an alfair 
VOL. in. N 
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of SO mucli importance to you, and your province. You 
ai\“ advised not to have recourse to reprisals with regard 
to the iiobility : those 3^00 might attack have less than 
they think, but more than enough : we shall see. I 
am at a curious distance to thrust m\^ head into this sort 
of afiairs ! I wrote three days ago to the illustrious 
Sappho *, and to Corbinelli ; but 1 have no fears from 
that quarter ; it is a minister 1 fear. * 

I have spent a day at Vitro with M. de Pommercuih 
who told me before the princess, that he Iiad stait ^ 
purely on my account. life talked much, both at Mali*-'' 
come and Laval, of his intimacy with me, and how 
greatly he esteemed me : for my part, I niiule no rep 13’, 
tor I hate people who pretend to know all the world ; 
it looks so presuming, that 1 cannot endure it. I was 
therefore quite silent, till M. de Pommereuii iiad ended 
his wonders, and ttien I simply^ nodded assent. We 
soon entered into a very long conversation ; we took 
Britany to pieces, while the princess was at prayers 
witli her little (lock. He is received eveiy where like 
a goil, and not without reason*, for he is come to re- 
store justice and good order, and to be a curb upon ten 
thousand men, who would otherwise eat us all up alive. 
His commission is to continue no longer than spring; 
and he accepted of it purel}^ to make his court, and not 
his fortune; for that goes in a dilferent (channel, h^ 
thinks of nothing but how to please every body. He 
will live very w'ell wdth M. dc Chaulnes, but he will 
make tiie most of ever3" point he may give up for the 
sake of living quietly ; for he is sensible that, provided 
fene does not yield like a fool, it is the best way not to 
tnakg a stir about trifles, as it can only tend to the bin- 
dcrance of the service. He spoke to me of you, which 


• Mademoiselle dc Scuderi. 
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tuc its much pleasure as if he had lalhed U> me of 
ni yself*. 

You have discovered very humorously the source of 
our artachineut to confessors: it is precisely the reasoa 
which makes us talk for ten years following with a 
lover; for with the I'ormer, we had rather, like made- 
moiselle d^Aunaale*, speak ill of ourselves, than not tallc 
at all., I am told this precious personage will cut a fine 
tigure at her return. I am astonishc‘d at what I hear 
respecting raadame de Maintenon ; it is said she is not 
so much the object of general admiration as she w'as ; 
and that the proverb has been verified in her ; my friend 
at Lyons seems less fascinated with her : tiie lady of 
Imnour f too, seems to cool a little upon it : all tins 
gives room for moral and religious reflections, to my 
little friend : take no notice of this. I w^ould advise 
you to write a w’^ord or two by d*Hacqueville, by way 
of congratulation to madame de la Fayette, on the 
abbey slie has lately had given her. Adieu, my dear- 
est cliild : methinks I do not love you much to-day ; 
ivell ! 1 will love you the moie for it another time, so 
comfort jmurself with that. Tell me your opinion of 
tile Moral Essays : is it not a charming book ? 


• Mademoiselle crAumale, sister of raadame vSclioraherg, was llic 
pupil, and confidential friend, of madame do Maintenon: she establislicd 
hcisclf in a nunnery at St. Cyr. The author of the Memoirs of Main- 
lenun, quotes, in many places, from the authority of her naanusciiptLAfe 
of madame de Maintenon. 

•f Madame de Rithclie;u. 
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li:iti:r ^ccclxx. 

FROM MADAME DE SHVIGNE TO THE COUNT I>E BLi»'>r. 

Tlie Rocks, Dec. UO, 1675. 

I CANNOT comprehend why I have not vsTitten to you ; 
for it is certainly rny place to congratulate the new 
bride on her new marriage, to pay my coipj)limciits to 
the new* husband and tlje new fatlier-in-law. In short, 
my dear cousin, all is new but my friendship for you, 
which is very old, and wdiich often makes me think of 
you, ami of every thing that interests y^ou. I had taken 
it into my head that you had promis€‘d to send me the 
particulars of the wedding, and I believe I w*as waiting 
for this: but it w'ould have been an excess of polite- 
ness, and by all the rules of etiquette, it is my place to 
begin. 1 am very glad you were pleased with my 
little story : 1 thought yours of madaine equally 

good. For my y)art 1 do not see the necessity ol’ ba- 
nishing them when they^ arc sliort, and full of w it, as 
yours always are ; no one certainly can tell a story w ill* 
so much elfect as y*ou do : my daughter and 1 have 
often said so. 


LLTTER CCt/LXXI. 

Madame de sevigne to tui: countess de guignan. 

Virn', Dec. 2-*, 

AM come here, my dear child, to see rnadanic de 
Chaalnes, the little personage, and M. de Rohan, w ho 
: ^re §oing to set out for Paris. Madame de Chau hies 
had Written to request me to come and take leave of 
her : she was to have come to the Rocks yesterday, but 
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h(-r cNicusc WA'^, that she was afraid of beinj:>* rob!'ed by 
the soldiers that are apon the rv>ad, and th( reforc M, tte 
Rohan had desired her te stay till to-day : but all this 
while fisli a!id llesh siub’i* for it, fori have expected her 
»3ver sinc^ TiiMr>day. 1 think it is acting rather too 
famliiarly, after h;)ving -written to me positively that 
she should come. The princess herself thinks it not 
^\v\’\te idghl ; but vitler a\\, we mvist excuse persons who 
are a little beside themselves: I hope you will never 
expf'rience a thonsandtlt part of what they have suf- 
fertul within a month. Ten thousand men have been 
sent into the province without their having been ap- 
prised of the matter, or having any more power over 
them than you have. M. de Pommereuil is with the 
troops at Rennes ; he is considered every where as a di- 
vinity, though every step he has taken has been pre- 
viously concerted in Paris; but then he keeps up the 
strictest discipline, and prevents his men from committing 
disorders ; this you wdll allow is a great deal. Madame 
de Kohan and madaine de Coetejnen have been greatly 
relievtHl since his coming. The princess de Tarenle is 
in hopes that Monsieur and Madame will procure her 
sonic relief too ; and. indeetl it is much to he wished, for 
.she has not a foot of land besides the estate here, and 
it would be a disastrous circumstance to see all her te* 
nants niiiu‘<l before her face. We shall be safe, if she 
is so. This, niy dear, is a long article from Britany ; 
but we must put an end to the subject ; you can judge 
how full the head is of such matters in the country. 

I (lid not wait for a letter from you, to write to IVJ. 
de Pompoiine, and to inadame de Vins, 1 did inv best, 
1 took counsel of dTlaccjuevilie, who, if 1 am not mis- 
taken, expects something considerable from that quar- 
ter. Let rne desire you not to check your pen when it 
is upon llic subject of Provence : your affairs are mine: 
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tn short, CTirb it io iiothmfx* ihr it is an admirable one ; 
aNd when it is unresfrained, we may say of it, as of 
Ariosto’s, that it charms where it leaves ofb and where 
it begins : every subject yon take up, makes amends 
for tl^t yoh lay down. The passage about throw ing 
oif the monk’s hafiit to please bis hornicss, is truly laugh- 
able. But do not tell it. to M. tleOrignan, with his gra- 
vity ; 1*01* my j>art. Cod forgive rne, 1 cannot help find- 
ing sorneihing uncoHtmonly humorous In it; nothing 
can be wTitien with more life and spirit. I think yon 
are even more sprightly in your letters, than in your 
conversation. You long, you say, to be alone : good 
heavens, my dear child, come to these woods, they are 
a perfect solitude ; the weather is stitl so fine, that 1 
spend every day there till dusk, and I think of you a 
thousand and a thousand times with such affection, that 
it would be to understand it very little, if you think I 
could describe it. My son plagues me with a foolish 
book he is perpetually reading at my elbow*, it is Pha- 
ramond * : he takes me from my more serious reading, 
and, under the pretence that I Shall hurt my eyes, he 
obliged me to listen to nonsense that I could wish to 
forget, lie is very good, for he is always thinking of 
sonbething to amuse me. He intended to have written 
to you to-day, but 1 do not think he will he al>le to do 
it, for we are not at home, and while I am writing to 
y6u, he is entertaining the jirincess at ornhre, in her 
own chamber, who always speaks of you in terms of 
ih<S' greatest esteem and admiration. 

If 1 were allowed to give you my advice, my dear, 
ti should be to lay aside all thoughts of going to Gri- 
Ipnan. \^Tat end will such a journey anstver ? and then 
is the Durance, and a bhak north wind : in short. 


* A romance of ba Cyljjrenedc’s. 
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what need is there fair so much hurry and bt^Ue ? You 
are very comfortable at Aix, why not pass your winder 
there ? For my park, when 1 am in the country, I nt^ver 
think oft’ities, and if I were perfectly settled in a city, 
the thoughts of the country would strike me with hor- 
ror. 1 talk a little at random, for want of properly 
kno\vit>g yimr reasolilk What those of M. de MaiUlhtes 
may be for loving La Trousse 1 cannot tell, hut ^ hope 
they are good ones. These gendemen honour us some- 
times with their iii humours, but make themselves per- 
fectly adored by strangers : I have heard a great many 
good things of Maillanes, and that the prince has men- 
tioned him to the king, in the most favourable manner, 
and as a youth ol' groat bravery. I was delig^Ued when 
they told me this at Paris. jWy, my dear, let us see 
how far the coadjutor's indolence will carry him : g^d 
heavens I how happy he is, and how much could I 
envy sometimes his strange indifference to every thing 
that passes in life 1 This is all the news 1 have to leH 
of him. 

1 have told you hovU Bourdclot has honoured me, and 
you also, with his cold approbation. 1 said jonough to 
make you understand that I tiqd him exactly as you 
found him. Good heavens ! what an excellent answer 
I wrote him ! It is foOlj^h perhaps to say this of my- 
self; but I had a very good anAa veyy spirited pen on 
that day : wha| a rage 1 v\a3 in ! Is il possible to have 
understanding Ihid not to know it ^ 

1 bear you a band ; I am persuaded it is a <||podl 
one : you know 1 honour every thiug thsst is ibusic ; 
but, though I pretend to some skill in it, I am note^fUHil 
to M. de Grignan. Has madame de Beaumont as much 
vv'it as ever ? and Roc|uesante too ? do- they Stdi last 
upon bread and water ? what need is there for all these 
penances, when he has brought so many plenary indul 
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f^t*ncts wi^ 1,101 ^ Ttey do not want any 

rij^tance oi ‘suppoii. J^ut lot us say u uwd or two about 
Dcimiaik. The piinceas'^ is at the sioge oi' Wisinar, 
with the king aud qneen, where the two lovers’ perform 
actions vvouhy ol a lomatiLe. 'Fhe favourite liaji nego- 
tiated a nianiage foi the prince, and l^ift the lovely 
piiliq^S to hear the luws liom ,j((^itnon report ; uay, 
he wa^» two whole da} s without seeing , her ; this was 
n(>t the action of a foully 1 should; not be surprised if it 
slioiild at last appeal, that he is the son of some king «d’ 
the Visigoths. 

You alaiai nie> with the intelligence that four uUl 
vsiJow is about to many a young ttian., f it is not right 
iO entertain too good an opinion of people at first; it is 
nuch better to wait a little^ and observe their proceed- 
ngs. You are surprised^ yOu sety, that the good folks 
^bout you cannot comprehend, why you should some- 
Jmes wish to be absent front them ; and I, on my side, 
'ann^t bear the loileetion, that |hey should have the 
jarbarity to wisli me to pa'js ruy life always at »lie 
without thinking of retnjrning# or any soci^ ly 
nore doUghl'fol than MiSit of madcniuiselle du Pii ssi^ : 
t is very niortif}ing to think that a whole province 
should have such an opmion of one, us to think ihal one 
las no acquaintance intended to com- 

ilain of it to yoij^^ ik , - 

By dint of* «el 4 siPg» moitgaging, bori^iy^hig, and he- 
tirring oursehes, we have made shift ^^j^faise our three 
ni^ns. iVovs ons ^ots gue la Ro- 

hclkf* T|iis oUl saying, t^iat 1 would have you 
ptfdyu We haye givha the usuial gratuities, and haw 

* pi’inctss (!#> 7 irpTite. 

•f « We shall 4]f silly <-m>u»h to vice EochelleV* A v3ui»t)n<^ $pce» U 
ihe great men at die. aic '.;c < i *i < 
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even saved M. d’Haroliis from the danger he was in. 
But they have treated M. de St. Malo so rudely, tlih^ 
his nephew ((Tiiemadenc) found himself obliged to chal- 
lenge a gentleman of Lower Britany. Adieu, iny dear- 
est child : it is not one of the least obligations I havi^ to 
yf)u, t’nat you enter so perfectly into the pleasure I re- 
ceive from your long letters; and I hope you vvlll^al- 
ways.feel that they constitute the joy and comfort of 
my existence, and that 1 know Ho sorrow greater than 
that occasioned by a delay of the post. 


Sunday. 

1 v^’as obliged to leave off yesterday owdng to the ar- 
rival of madame de Chaulnes, M. de I'lohan, and the 
little personage; they supped hei¥i and set out this 
morning for i.aval, and from thence di reel ly tiO Paris : 
if I am not mistaken, M. de Rohan is not sorry to bo 
witii the little personage. Madame de Chaulnes gave 
me a long detail of affairs at the states ; I brought her 
to agree that M. de St. Malo had made himself ridicu- 
lous with his ball : she seems extremely morlilied about 
the troops, as well as her husband, who remains at 
Rennes eijually embarrassed witli the presence of 
Pomraereuil. All this little party spoke much of you. 
When I am at the Rocks I will \#ite to you more fully. 
Indeed, my child, my grefatest conifbrt is thus convers- 
ing with you. 


LETTER CCCLXxili 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlie Rocks, Tuesday, Chrlstmas-day, I675. 
Thi.s is a day, my de'ar child, in which 1 have given 
my pen liberty to write what it pleases ; it chooses to 

N 5 
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^egin by the joy I ft ol at haviiis: left Vitrt-, and beint? 
cKirned hilher in peace and rt posc, after two tedious 
lays of talk, ceremony, and patience, in listening to 
dl the idle news that is prepart d for Paris ; I had the 
satisfaction, however, to find fault with some of it, 
particularly the ball M. tie St. Malo gave iije states. 
Maila|tie de Tarente laughtd heartily to see me so warm 
and full of my reasons of disapprobiUion. But i had 
rather be in these woods in the manner you know, than 
be at Vitre with the air of a fine lady. The good prin- 
cess * went to h6r religious assembly : 1 heard them all 
singing one another deaf f. 1 felt real pleasure in licar- 
ing mass after it ; 1 have not for a long time been so 
much pleased with being a gt>od catholic. I dined with 
the minister: tny »hsl disputed like a demon. J went to 
vespens in the pure spirit of opposition : this has taught 
me a little Do «:emprehcnd tlie sacred obstinacy of mar- 
tyrdom. ' 

My son is gone to R<*nncs to see the governor. Past 
night we performed <jur dtvoliojis in our fine chapel. 
1 have still the little country lass, who is very pretty. 
Her house borders on my park. 1 he mother Is gone to 
Rennes, and I have kept the daughter w ith me. She 
plays at trictrac and at revcrsis, is agreeable enough, 
and has great vivacity and Cheerfulness of manner. 
Her name is Janette; she incommodes me a little, like 
Pidele. La Ple«sis Ins an ague. It is amusing to see 
ho^ ^ingry and Jealous she is when she finds iliis girl 
here, and the strife there is between them to hold my 
cane or my muff*. But enough of this : I have made a 
great dealNIiuit of nothing. 

Forbins have an ailair of great importance, on 

de Tdrentp. Sim was a protostant, 

t tireiUcs, An expression of Punurge in Rabelais. 
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the subject of little Janson *, who has killed Chassing- 
rinion, the nephew of M. de la Feujilacle, in a duel. 
This affair is before the parliampiit ; and the king has 
said, that if justice had been done on the death of 
Ohateau-Vilain, there would not have been so many 
duels sinV:e. Thu^ is another youth obliged, like the 
rest, to leave France, and to take refuge in a 
country. This is a house of great iitirigue. 

What is your opinion of poor^ madailie de Puisleux ? 
Her cold has fallen upon her lungs. Thw disorder has 
been very prevalent here. Our reiaiktm fe^anci died of 
it in three days : he was a gn at favourite with me, and 
I am grieved at his death. Desire (I’llacqueville to give 
your compliments to the Rarais : nothing more is ne- 
cessary. The cardinal hab intruslpd me with tho se- 
cret of his being at Saint Michael to passrhh boHdays; 
but he desires me to say nothing of it ^of giv- 

ing offence. It was impossible for itrfe forbear oom- 
niunicating to him the aiticle from Rome, in voujp last 
letter, it is arranged witli perfect harmony : 1 am sore 
he will think it inimitable, and 'that he will recognise 
the beauties of the style and sentiments of his dear 
niece. r 

JVIadame de Coulanges has had a long conversation 
with her fat cousin f, which she hopes will be very 

* Hie same who, after having retired to Germaj^, fsrvfd 

at the siege of anti the taking of Butia, to 

under the name of count de Rosemheig, shortly after wai ifas doclsttfd 
iietween that country and France. He was eldj^by^si In a fort jgn 
incni, and was dangerously wounded at the of Mafseillee. He 

afterwards retired to dx' monastery of La Trappe. wlu^iie 'he took hir 
vows the 7 til of December I70*i, under tlu name bjKwlier Afsene, 
and was one of the nine monks wlio were sent the iollowing }ealr faito 
1 uscany to establisii the ancient observance of Choatix, m a monastery 
of the same order. 

t M. de Louvois. 
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much to the advantage of M. tie Cbulanges. Hus rm! 
the great lady written to you? Madame de Vins 
just written me a very pretty letter, and, aH you sny, 
as full of flattery as herself. She tells me, the only 
way not to wish for my friends liip, is never to have 
se€^l me. The whole letter is in the same strain: it is 
a hishdle of feathers, instead of a bundle of thorns. 

Do you know Uoulai*? i believe yo»i do. lie 
met madame de Course lies t by accident; to see liei 
and to adore her was the same thing; a faney took 
them to go to Geneva, where they are at present; anil 
from whence he has written Manicamp t the most en- 
tertaining letter in the world. Madame di' Mazartn, 
on her part^ is rambling about the wide wm ld : it i.s 
thought she is jii^ngjland, where you Know then* is 
neither priest, nor faith, nor law' ; but 1 do not believe 
it i$ true the song says §, she is for driving the 

king aw»y4^. . 

We areglioved for Jubac: what a foolish discovery, 
and haw dtsagr^ablc are old sins jj ! 1 lie good abbe 

will desire Rousseau to, endeavoiar to pacify him till our 
return. Is h not. insulting a lady of yuui rank to occu- 
py your time with such no|^sense as this? 1 say as 
this,” because there is nonsense of a diflerent kind. 
Yours is always entertaiiux^; but mere imperiinenceKS, 
without rhyme or. reason, tkougb ridiculous, are not 
diverting* I conclude wiili wishing you a merry fes- 
tival^, and assuring you, that 1 love you with an af- 

♦ He was the Mist^ And an excellent companion. 

•J* Marie Sidonia <1® I^noneourt. 

X M. de Longueval-Manicamp, the intimate friend of M. de lioul^u. 
' Riot. 

){ She means an old debt for goods delivered to tnadame de (irli;nan. 

■[f Tlie rnstom of wisbing a merry festival {sotthaitcr //•.< Jr/es) 

at Christmas and Easter, is still retained in many provii.eet,, and 
ilcularly in Provence, 
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fi ction uhic li will in all probability accompany me in 
iirlicido man la i'. 

Did I tell you, that madame de Fontenaiix paid a 
visit to madarne do Coulaii^es, n»< ivly to see your pfc- 
tiirc? iNo pilip'image was ever uiidertaken in honour 
of a lovc'licr saint. , r; 

LETTER *a*(;LXXIIT. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Hocks, Suiwlay, Dec. 29, 1673. 

I THANK you, my <lear child, h>r having preserved some 
reniemhi’ance del paterno 7iidul. Alas! our hou.se would 
not know itself Ibrjoy, if it could,i|jj3ceiye you: why is 
it not possible to see you again in these beautiful w^alks? 
What say you to the marriage, of La Mot he § Are 
beauty, youth, or propriety of conduct; necessary to 
procure a settlement for young WT)rnan ? Providence! 
Providence ! to that <iniy can we have recourse. 

Madame de Puisieivx 1| is raised from the dead again ; 
but only to (lie two deaths within a very short time, for 
she is eighty years of age. Madame de Coulanges tells 
me what go(j(l society tjaere is in our part of the town; 
but this does not tempt me to return sooner than I at 
hist mtei.ued : I am only Impelled by business, for as 
to plea.sures, 1 expect mme, and the winter here is not 

f- Till ch'iuh. 

X t>f the j/atern.-il nest. 

§ Owe ol (he three flauphtcrs of madaine Houdancourt, 

who wore all notorious lor their uilv entures in galian||y : this lady 
ril’d the tluko tie ia Fcit<5. l/LTistoire Arnoui^e des Gaul^||hli^ 
the coi!se(|ncnces of tiiis marriage. Scandalous as. this book'^isi^i wliat 
mad.ivuc de Sevigne says of the pereonages who are tliera described, 
pro^(•K that it fouuiins more scandal than calumny. 

)l I 'iiariotti; d’DilcrnpiE Valen^ai, died December 8, '1677» 
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SO bad as it is s>ipposed to be; it gives me no horrors. 
The society of iny son is very agreeal)le to me, and he 
finds me no less so (o him; there is not the least air of 
mother and son in our eonversations. The prbicess is 
surprised at it, wlio iias a son without a soul. She 
is very much disc(»ncerted l)y tlu troops, w liic^i are ar* 
rived at Vitro; she hopeii, with reason, to he exempt- 
ed from them ; but iM»t\\ ithsumding'' that, slu* has a 
whole regiment in her town. It would have hoen a 
pleasant circuins|;ance, if it had been (ii ignaii’s regi- 
ment: but do you know, it Is stationed at La Trinite, 
that is, at Bodegat ^ ? 1 have w ritten to the chevain r 

(de Grignan) not to derange any j»Vans, for every thing 
is fixed, but that my feU mer', my banker, and my slew - 
ard, may be treati^d mildly and honourably; ii will 
cost me nothing, and will gain me gnat credit: this 
estate is allotted to, me, in (he division oF pre perty. 

If 1 see La Gastellanef iiere 1 shall treat liim ha-id- 
somely ; his name, and ilie f»iace through which he 
passed in the summer, will make him of cLnsecpa nce to 
me. The business of my presidiuu goiis on wa ll ; he is 
disposed to pay me: this is one oi the airaiis ilnit 
brought me here. The one the abbe de la Vergue has 
undertaken is worthy of himself ; you repres'. at iiim as 
a very respectable man. 

Do you not intend to read the Moral lissays, and to 
give me your opinion of them r For my part, I am 
charmed with them ; and so I am with the funeral ora- 
tion on M. de Turenne ; there are passages in it vvhicli 
-nust have aflectsed all that were present. 1 do nut 
but it has been sent you; leil me if yon do not 
very fin^i Do you not intend to finish Jose- 

• An estate tliat bclongetl lo the houbC of widvignt;, 

•J" A relation of M. de 
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phus? We refifl n {▼rent deal of serious as well as lighter 
sul)jects ; fable, and hisioi-y. We are so deeply eiv 
gaged with these, that we have scarcely leisure for any 
other employ meiits. They pity us at Paris; they think 
us cf)nrmed to a fire-side by the incleuuMicy of llie sea- 
son, and Manguishing under a dearth of amusement; 
but, my <!e.ar, 1 walk; I find a ihonsaiul diversions; 
the vvoods are neither wild nor iniiospilabie. It is not 
for passing my time iiere instead of at Paris, that 1 am 
to be f>itied. 

M. do (^)u!an;.>es has sanguine hopes, from a conver- 
sa'ion liis W'd'e Ins had with ]\L de Louvois. If he had 
liu.' inleruleiic;" of I.yons conjointly with his father-in- 
iaw, it would be an excellent thing : and this is the 
wcjr'd i every one thinks there is no happiness out of 
Piuis, and yet labours to establish lumseif at a hundred 
leagues' distance from it. 1 came l comprehend the new 
passion of the charmer (M. de Villeroy) ; it is not to 
l)e suppo.scd. that he can hmi more than one subject of 
conv> i'saii<m to entertain :i mistress of so low a taste, 
'i liey say 'ler husband has forbidden her any other 
company Inul iliat of madaine d’Arniagnac. Like you, 
1 fancy ! s. ;'. lais ancient Midea armed with her wand, 
and dispersing at her pieasnvv- ail iliose airy {diantoms 
tile grdlants. Tiu^y say M. de la dVoussi^ has formed a 
de sign epam La Maison ; but i do not think he has ob- 
taiiieii his liherty, and 1 could reverse last year’s song: 

Lii rst Viu;i;ueur (!»• Srar.^as, 

'IYmii IK- 'ill n'/iir.tc j^as, 

Pf h’.i :• :i;! C’(/ .;aK<fr‘S f ;.t csnlPOt, 

Qiic ch'jLCun chanlt’, &c.* 


* f/i IVi’iisso has oc-iiy’-'O-d Braecas ; TOtn is not al>!o to re-dist him j 
Coukuj,*'5 it, sati'jfk'ci wit!* h'aii alone, Let every one sing, &e. 
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But iliis is between ftnJ me, my dear ; and I know 
that, in other comj>any, I must change my note. 

The length of our answers alarms us, and makes ns 
coiTipreheiid the vast distarure that separates os. Alas, 
my child, how painfully 1 feel it; and how meliuichuly 
does it make me! W’^ere it not for this, should^ not he 
too hiippy in having such a son with me? Me vviil tell 
you liimsidf, how grlevc'd he is in being at such a dis- 
tance from you., Adit^u, my dearest. Wriie to me of 
your health an^ your w’eather ; everything, trilling as 
it may be, is inxetesting to me. ]\'ly lutalih is as good 
as you could wish. I expt^cted your brother, but he is 
not returned. Me is a weak creature: but if lie siiould 
marry, while he is upon this littie expedition! i am 
certain, however, iht y detain him 'jpon no seiioiis de- 
sign ; if he amuses himself where i\e i i, it is well. 
Adieu, my dearest. Does .M. de (riignan saluU*. me r 


LMITER CCCI.XXIV. 

TO Til K S\NtF,. 

The Rocks, 'fueaday, New Year's Day, 1676. 
We have now entered upon the next yc ar, as M. de 
Monbason said. 1 wish it may prove a happy one to 
you; and if you think the c*;otinuance of my lo* c- can 
inake any part of that hapjiine.ss, you may safely cal- 
culate upon it. 

This letter from dTlacqueviile will inform you of the 
)|Upceiss of our affairs in Provence. It tcxcecrls our 
llMilies; as you will see by the letters 1 received a few 
days since, which J send you. The thorn is now hap- 
pily extracted ; the den of thieves is demolished ; the 
ghost of M. de Marseilles i.s laid; the credit of the 
cabal i^-yanished ; insoience is trodden to the ground ; 
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hut let luo coDjure you to use your victory tvith mode* 
ration: consider, as our friend d’Hacqueville says, that 
prudence aiui p;enerosity oblige you to it. You will 
see also how I betray his secret to you, for the pleasure 
of drawing aside the curtain, which he had intended to 
k(M-|) closed even to you. I>ut 1 cannot (onsent to leave 
you in doubt of the sentiments you ought to entertain 
for th^ friend, and* his sister-in-law for it a[)peiirs to 
me, tfiat they have even flont' moi:0 ‘than they have told 
me; and as the greatest recompense, desire no 
v\ckiiovvle<lg<‘mcnt. 'iVrat them, thereforej^iji their own 
way, and enjoy in silence their true and substantial 
friendship. Take care not to let a word escape you 
which may discover to tlie good d’Hacquuvilie that i have 
sfuit you this letter; you know him well ; his scrapu* 
losity would not allow liim to comprehend this poetical 
licence. Thus, my dear, I throw myself upon your 
HICK V, and entreat you not to draw me into a (juarrel 
with u friend, to whom vve have so many obligations. 
In short, i put niystlf in your power, and, knowing 
yourtid'hiiy, I u[)preheftU no clanger from it;, but you 
must likfwise answer for iVJ,. cle (irignan, for it would 
til- no salisiaction tome to have my secret kept by you 
and beira^t^d by him. 

1 have another secret to tell you ; this is with me a 
day oi’ revealing secrets, and Irkevvisc of discovering 
tlisappoinicd lovers. Your brother is rennmd from 
j^ermes; tljc only trophy he has brought from thence 
is a simj)le song, which has made me laugh. It ex- 
presses in verse what 1 told you partly the other day in 
pi ose. Wh* have thought of an advantageous man h for 
hmi, but it is not yet uiature ; the fair otic is not quite 


* -M, de Poiapoune and madani<.' dc Virts, 
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fifteen, and they wisli her to be a little older, be fere 
they think of marrying her. 

What say you to the ingenious dainsf 1 we. mentienevl 
to you in our last, who was at a loss t{> jIi termine me 
day after Easter-eve r She is r. jiretty cn atnr<\ 

and. diverts us much ; her age is *mder fourteen, i - i>5i 
you could see her in a morning devonr imivionse slio s 
of bread and butter, and in the afUrnooii s( i Mitjj) -lo 
green apples ivith brown breyd. Her siniplieby, :•/* 1 
pleasing figure^ are a relief to us after v e ui' a 

teased with tint iice and adectation of made- 

moiselle dii Plessis. 

But let us change the subject: have they not sent 
you the funeral oration on M. tie Turenne? M. de 
Coolanges and the little cardinal have ahiu>st mined me 
in postage of letters; but I pleased with tins ex- 
pense. It seems to me, that 1 have never seen so fine 
a piece of eloquence. They say tlie abbe i'leebier has 
hopes of surpassing it ; but 1 defy him. He may f>er« 
haps give us a finer picture of a hero, but not a liner 
picture pf M. deiPurenne; this is what M. de Tuder 
has performed inimitably> in my opinion. The descrip- 
tion of his heart is a master-piece; tlie rectitude, sim- 
plicity, truth, integrity, and unaflected modesty, of 
which it was composed ; in short, every tiling is re|)re- 
sented with so much justice, that 1 am charmed with 
it; and if the critics cease to esteem it, since it has ap- 
peared in print, 

Je lYMuls gifta*.s aux Dicox <le pas fi(jii.ain 

, Will';yoa..n^ say one word of the Moral Essays, of 
the treatise of tempting God, and th* resemblance lie- 

* “ I thank (he vis that I am not a Uotuun:” a verse of Corneille’s 
in (he Tragedy of tin* Ilorauij. 
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tv^feri seif love nriJ charity? Ours is a fine conversa- 
lU‘^ 1 , nriifilainf'il al ii hundred leagues' distance ! how-* 
ever, we tio all that is j‘Ossible to be donu in such a 
ease. 

1 sr-'id \ fj?j a note written iiv the nre{‘ v ohhes:'.. JIovv 
phiy'oj!’, -. writes! 'i ii:-; ,^a^l|>le niuy to give 

yon ;o: idea ol’ tfie charms of her 

iny dearo-t; J duirgc y^.a to keep all luy 
scen ts, i redyn the ;>en to the pre’ + y ffcnt!, unn v\fa> 
staiuis at ray c:?)o\v. ile says y<jn tlipj.M'd yrers isi tire, 
to write yoar last note to him; it is true, nolhiug was 
ever so entertaining. 


rnOM M. I)E SEVIGNE. 

Why did \ saj* m ure. ? it was in ydl and vineyar that 
you d!fj|je*l that iinpertinent implement, emph yed by 
you in so anniy ridicuions rcn«n;ti<>4ls, begging 

yo'o I ardon, t>n your iiumble servant. How can a iady, 
so skidod ill gallantry, suppose nie :!ira|)ahle of choos- 
ing a inl^tit .ss.^ [s it be^Hiise 1 was for three years de- 
viled (O ;i jiious damsel, who was only to be captivated 
l)\' a luver u ho could charm her by tiie winthng elo- 
ouence nl’ tiis sermons, aiul the graceful manner of hi« 
beiieciicilons en tlic prostrate p(*(>ple You have just 
rea>nn to ludieve that 1 was soon disengaged from her 
cb.iins. \ iui know me to be too good a catholic to dis- 
pute anv thing witli the climch : and it is a regulation 
made long ago, that the clergy are to have the f)refer- 
cnee of the noliility in oinaining i’avours frf)m ladles. 
1 have late ly met with a note coniposetl by a great liimi- 
nary ol the ( Imreh. He addressed it to the saint be adored, 
ami humbly iinplored her to answer ids tenderness by 
some jjroof of ners. I -is words are these: — ‘'Refuse 
me not, J bcscec.'s you, ild.^ favour ; and considerthat V'uj 
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v^ill do me a singular oHice” — of Christian charity, I 
•presun^e. Was not this very pathetic? IT my h’tttiri i‘> 
maclame de Ohoisi were less passionate, they wt re not 
perhaps less gaMant. I am now again the slave of an- 
other beauty, since I have been at Kennes. Jt is inii' 
darne de *■•<**, she that behaved herself so prettily at 
the church of the capnelffhs: you may rerm rnhd- tluit 
you diverted iMHvith mimicking her. She is grown a 
U'it> anti repeats the elegies of the countess de la Sy/c 
in the diale<*t and accent ot Britany. 

That previous piice t)f aiJectation mademoiselle du 
Plessis is constantly with us from nine in the morning. 
She gave us the otht r day a njolit entertaining account 
of a little secret malady which had given her grtal un- 
easiness* She came, she said, tb pay her devoirs to my 
mother, the moment she had taken a certain medicine 
to comfort her bowels, w hich she had been obliged to 
have rccouiiie to, to allay a soreness, occasioned by t(»o 
powerful a dose of rhubarb. 

I wish you a hap[)y day and a liappy year, my dear 
sister; thWuvour df you not to insult me, 

or iiJ^dervalue iny taste# which 1 assure you is very 
good ; as a specimen, I bring' for ward my regard fur M, 
de Grignan, whom 1 vmy much honour. 


UBFIKIl CCCLXXV. 


TO Tlir' >AME. 


The lloclvs, Saturday, Jun. f>, 

MilRith they ,tife two ; and they are both very welcome, 
re'eoived three packets at a time; I should 
Pli(|||llfen quite out of patience, because 1 must have 
waitied for them twelve days, and I thiidv eight snlli- 
cient. As to my being fatigued with so much reading* 
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it is inijjosslble VOID- siylr slioukl ever tire; I defy even 
v\ 1)D yniitself upon sucli extreme want o£ 

application, us renders it diiiicuit for the most artful 
writer to engage your attention, to forbear to read even 
with eagerness the most trifling part of such letters as 
yours. This is a pleasure you have no possibility of 
rxpcrieuciiig> and i\'hicli I have dearly purchased: I 
woiild not advise !\i. de Grignari to envy it me. It is 
true, the intelligence we receive from Paris is deli ght- 
iul : I am like you, I never answer a single word to it; 
but 1 am not dumb for all that ; my son and my daugh* 
ter furnish me with sulFicient subjects for writing, as 
you will see by the last letter I sent you. 

You have much obliged me, by explaining to me the 
reasons of your going to Lambesc: 1 should not have 
failed to have asked with surprise and concern, what 
urgent afl’air could have drawn you thither. I think the 
little inconveniefice of a stifi* neck, was ujvell recom- 
pensed by its excusing you from the fatigue of dining 
with such a crowd as you escaped by it; you did very 
^vell in leaving your herd to feed by themselves. 

1 shall never forget the astonishment I was under at 
a midnight mass, when I heard one of our profane airs 
sung as a part of tliat religious ceremony ; this novelty 
surprised me extremely. 

I suppose you havt! by this lime read the Moral 
lissays. Tell me, are you pleased with them? The 
jiassage in Josephus which you point out to me, is oiie 
of the finest that can be read : you rnuijt confess there 
is a grandeur and dignity in his history, which you can 
find in no other. If you entertained me more with 3mur- 
sclf, and your manner of emplo}nng your time» 1 should 
have lesslo sayol'my amusements, and our correspond- 
ence would be more agreeable. Among friends wdio 
jove, and are interested in, each other, nothing is more 
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pleasing than the mutual interchange o1* sj -caking of 
themselves; we take from others to give to (jursel'-^s. 
\ou may have seen, by what my son has said of our 
Heighbour t, that she is not of this opinion ; »she enter- 
tains us with particularities relating to her person, which 
we have not the least curiosity to know. ^ 

It were well if our soldiers here Wxm c like your corde- 
liers ; they amuse tlieraselves with 'stealing and plun- 
dering: the other clay they were for niakihg^he expe- 
riment of roasting a young chnd ; it would be endless 
to relate the rest of their disorders. M. dc Chaulnes 
wrote me word, that he wished to pay hr a visit; I 
very graciously desired him not to give himself the 
trouble, and frankly told him, 1 declined the honour 
on account of the trouble it would occasion, since I 
could not receive him here with so much ras(3 as a: 
Paris. 

You have seen my letter of consolation to ; 

could I write to him diilerently? You paint him to me 
so very naturally, that I still fancy his very thoughts 
are visible to me, if that be possible, for I own there 
is a great obscurity in his words. 

You tell me very seriously, .speaking of my letter, 
that your father and 1 were not at all r( luted to each 
other ; 1 desire to know how he was allied to you in 
your opinion? It you do not answer this question, I 
will ask the little damsel who is with us; pcriia|.s she 
may resolve this ditliculty as learnedly as she deter- 
mined that concerning the day after Easter-Evc. \Ye 
so much pleased with her simplicity, that made- 
xfi^elle du Plessis is almost dying with jealousy of her. 

S ft ir^ires of all the family how I treat her; and 
ere are none of them to whom it is not an amusement 


Madoniuiselle du Plessis. 
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to slab her to iIh:; heart, by giving her repeated ili» 
si^tances of my ibiidness for her little rival. One tella 
her,\hat I love her as well as I do my daughter; an- 
other, that she sleeps with me, which Would certainly 
be the greatest proof of my allection for her ; another, 
that 1 intend to take her with me to Paris , that 1 kiss her ; 
that I doat on her; nhat iti'y imclc the abbe wdll give 
her ten thousand friincs, and that, if she had but tw'enty 
thousand crowns, 1 should certainly marry her to my 
son : in short, there is so much nonsense of this kind, 
and every thing is so well kept up among my little 
liousehold, that we frequently cannot help laughing at 
the variety of stories they invent: while we are divert- 
ing ourselves, how'e.ver, poor do Plessis is dying with 
envy. But the best is, that you simukl know her so 
w’ell, and reason so justly, when you observe, that if 
her ague leaves her upon my approach, siie certainly 
counterfeits it; however, she has been teased so much, 
that I believe we shall give it her in good earnest. Thi« 
family is certainly destined to divert us. Did I never 
tell you, that her father once kept us in a continual 
roar of laughter for six weeks together? My son be- 
gins to comprehend that this iieighboui hood is the chief 
beauty of tlic liocks. 

1 think there is sornelhing very entertaining in the 
rendezvous of your traveller w ith M. Deverguez. Their 
arrival on the same day at the Cape of Good Hope, 
seeiiis to have fallen out as exactly as if they had 
agreed to meet upon the plain at a certain hour to hunt. 
You cannot doubt of the pleasure it w^ould be to me to 
converse with tliis genlleiijun from the Indies, for you 
remember how’ much I have teased you to read Her- 
rera *, w’iiich 1 have read myself with great delight. If 

* A Spauuli writer, uudaor of ;i ‘';:<MU‘r:il history of India in four 
folio volumes, and of luauy olltcr hutorlcal works. 
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liayo as niucti leisure and application as i hav<^ 
this Spanish Uislory would turnish un cntertaiiuioiil 
worthy of you. 

Our good friaiid d’Macqtieville passes to and fro be- 
tween Paris kid St. Germain without ceasing, for the 
sake of our aflairs; were it not for this, we should 
scarcely endure the tedious letters he tuvoms us with. 
I confess to you, that the passage iiv quest n i has a lit- 
tle too much of repetition; but you will pardon my 
curiosity which begun it, and niy pen coiitiimcti it : 
for I assure you the pen has often a great share in the 
superfluous words wnth which our letters are hi led. 
One of my w ishes to begin the year w ith is, that mine 
may be as pleasing to you, as yours are to me. 

The good princess still loves me ; she has been a little 
indisposed, and has taken a sweat, wliich is her sove- 
reign remedy in all disorders. The late count de. Lude 
said, he had never had any illness in which he w as not 
relieved by it. It is M. dc Chesnay's remedy for all 
bodily pains; and if I bad a stilF neck, and took any 
remedy that w'as advised, as I a^Uvays do, you would be 
surprised to bear that I was under the archet. Tiie 
princess always speaks wonders of you ; she knows and 
esteems you. Por my part, 1 believe that, according 
to the ancient doctrine of the transmigration of souls, 
your former existence was in Germmjy ; you were, 
doubtless, the king of Sweden, and one of her lovers ; 
and from thence she has derived those inijjressions of 
esteem and afiection she has for you. Adieu, my 
dear; all our family salute yours. But here comes 
youv brother, 



?i VDAM E , res E. 




PKOM M. DE SEVIGNE. 

You cannot conceive*, my dear sister, ho^ much hu* 
rnnnr thert* is in what you say of inadernoisulie du Pios-^ 
sis, till you licar fimt she has taken the pains to act an 
a^aie this year, arhl’ contrived that it should leave liei* 
on tlic very day my motlicr went to dine at Piessis. 
I’hc joy ot hearing that my mother was there, trans* 
jiorted iicr to sucli a degree, that she vown^d by all 
that was snert^d, that she was well, and was very angry 
that she was not dressed. But somebody said, l\Ja- 
demolselie, do you icel no shivering Come, come/' 

replied this amiable ’I'i si phone, ** let ns an)use our- 
selves; say nu more oi* my ague; it is a -sordid inter- 
ested distemper/' “ Interested, did you suy r” said 
my mother. “ Yes, madam, because it would have 
me all to ilscil/' “ 1 should have limughl. it generous,'' 
rc’dieil vny mother in a low tone, d’his did not prevent 
the j)leasLire of seeing much g‘»od eompuny at her 
house iVorn haiiishiug tile ague, winrh in reality she 
had not; l)ut we liope tl.e exce.ss ol her jealousy will 
soon give ii her. We aie nnder sfune appielien- 
sions tirat >:he will poison the little damsel, who goes 
every where by the name oT the I’avourite of the 
princess and madame dc Sevigiie. blie said vesterdav 
to M. iialiuel, “ I had the saii.^faction, as i was sitting- 
down at table, to see madame pub'll away this little girl, 
to make room for me next to lierseii/' Kahuel replied 
in his rougli manner; “Oh, niademoiselle, I do not 
wonder at that, it w as only doing honour to your age'; 
besides, this young girl is considered at present as one 
of the family ; mcidaiue trciil.s her as if she was a 
VOL. ill. 


O 
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younger sister of rhadame de*Grigiian/^ I'liis was all 
the consolation she iiad. 

You hate reaiion to s|>eak ill of the troops in Britany ; 
they do noth^iqi^.bot kill and plunder; they do not at all 
resemble ^ough I am very ''oil satisfied 

with my mother and. n|y unci and have some reason 
to be so, yet }>,thu)k I bad best take your advice, and 
turn them out of dt^rs at the end of this month : how- 
ever, that I may do it in a handsome manner, I will 
send some guards with them to Paris, to prevent their 
being robbed, as they pass through a province so safe 
under the protection of military government. Adieu, 
my dear .'>ister ; have you been very gay this (’hrist- 
nias? You have yo^^r <0 gums: that is right. 
Provence abounds with hills and dales: I only wish you 
gentle shepherds, to keep you company. I embiace 
M. de Grignan ; he makes me no reply ; but 1 will take 
my revenge of him by continuing in good htalth, and 
returning safe from every campaign, 

FROM MADAME Dt2 SLVIGNE. 

These are excellent fooleries to entertain you with. If 
the post knew what tiifling materials our packets aie 
made of, it would certainly drop them half-wa>. I 
will teil you a dream on Wednesday. 


LETTER CCCLXXVI, 

TO THE SAME, 

The Rocks, WediiMday, Jan. 8, 3 676. 
the day on which I was to tell you my dream. 
You htust’know then, that about eight in the morning, 
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sftt r having (Jreatnocl about you all the preceding 
itliough ill a confused manner, I tliougb^ I y<ni' 
plainer than ever, that we were ainl^lfehat you 

were so kinil, so good-huip<>ure<l, 9CK»||Piyei Hiid »o 
fond of me, that I was alni^ biMiide #ith joy ; 

at last 1 invoke, but with suck • imd "po» 

niy spirits at the grhjf of jpsjng this yjftionj, (hat 

I began to sigh and 'weep sb waft 

obliged to call Maria; and wjth liti^ hei|^ of of 

cold water, and some of youi TTnngary water, 4 re-- 
covered myself a little from Mie die.adfut lowness of 
spirits, but could not get a wink more sleep* It lasted 
me near a quarter of an hour ; and all I can say iBibout 
it is, that I was never in such a state before.. Observe, 
however, that this is one of the days on which I give 
my pen the reins. 

You have passed a fortnight very duUv at Lambesc! 
J should pity any other person, but you aie so fond of 
solitude, that time so spent is a carnival to yon* But 
what do you say of St. Geran, who has left her fat 
husband to spend her cawiivkl at >\iljsse^ Sucil^a johr- 
ney as this, which cannot tafc« her up less than a month, 
and at such a season of the year, is a maitei of 
to every one : she will doubtless letnrn in time to (Jit- 
lend the sermons. The great Bethune smd, whofi he 
heard of M. de St. Geran^s having received a woimd by 
a cannon-ball belbrc Besanyon, ‘^kt. Geran is ho- 
nest and a good man, but he must be kviled before his 
worth will be truly estimated.'^ His wife, howover, 
does not think so, neither do I ; but this was the first 
thing that happened to present itself to my pen. The 
princess came here yesterday, quite wt^ with her pro- 
I’use sweating. She is almost distracted at the rayagcs 
committed on her estate by the military, and the little 
attention of Monsieur and Madame towards rehevinj 

o 2 
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-hei*. tiiinks maflame de Monaco coiih ibufo to tins; 
for^^t tfulhess, in the hope that, by ilislress/ng hrjr 
her kiocMiie, sto^tnay pievent her coming to Paris, as 
her ptesea^^lilNmys robs her of some part of Madaim fs 
favo^fer* to is for ever pinned. Indeed 

the nyefsHtHtC* i» : a-propos of reciprocal, a 

gentlotnaa^b^ligifig to the ^princess told me pleasantly 
'enough, thatWh^n he nas at the ball vvliich M. de 8t. 
Malo gave to our «tflrtes, he overheard a Bas-Breton de- 
claring bis passion to a young lad^r, to whicli the fair 
one made a proper uply; hut he continuing to press 
bis suit with great aidour, the nymph, whose pa{iene( 
was quite exbaitsU d, made him this answer, ‘‘ sir, you 
may love*nie as much as you phase, but, uj)oii my 
word, I cannot be reciprocal/^ 1 tlunk this kind an- 
swer the best’,' and, indeed, the only one, that can l;e 
given, to cut such addresses short at once. 

. My son is gone to Viire to sec llie ladies : he le ft a 
great many remem bra na;s for you. j farnv Iiomst 
dUhicqu^tiile will settle the sum that to be given for 
llie* O'jkrhange ; and as Lauziift will our guidanig^x*, 
the little will mount a ste p, ih- is only time 
-huili4^d 1 e a g 1 1 v s IVoth po r t. 

have liiul dreadful weather here fur these two nr 
three days. It mined trees in the park, ant I shrubs in 
the ;gird*Mi. 1 Itelieve all our nun riag(*-schenies have 
been Carried away ijy the high wijid ; orte father tells 
^l^if his^da^lghter is but fifteen, and lie will not marry her 
till she is twenty j another, that he would have a robe at 
Ua‘‘t: but, however, we have not to reproach ours(;lves 
with want of attention. Adieu, my dearest child ; wdll 
l^ou not H»c to embrace you ? 
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lO THE SAME. 

The iiocl^, Sundj^y, 12, 167 

You n):iy till your '!» tters vvith whatisv^IJStHy^pu please,, 
iiiul sti,ll be assureci that I n ;.r| pleasure 

aiitl equal approbation; no one can write better than 
you do, and it is not my IViend.diip only thal leads me 
to fbrui tlii.s opinion. „ " \ 

You deli;,diL me, by satung you like the Moral Es- 
says; ilid i not tell you they would suit your taste? 
As soon as I began to read tlieni, I could think of no- 
thing but of setuling them to you; you know 1 am 
communU alive, and do not like to :^«nj6y a pleasure 
alone. If this book had been written* on purpose for 
you, it couivl not have been more calculated to please 
you. What language I what energy in the arrange- 
ment of the words! I think I never read French bul 
in tliis book. The reseiftblapoe of charity to s^lf-ldye, 
and of the heroic modesty of M. de Titrenne and tbe 
prince to Christian iuimilily — Buti forbear; tbiayvork 
dcscTvcs to be prai.scd from beginning to tmd ; , but I 
should write a strange letter if 1 were to do so. T am 
very glad, however, you like it, and 1 have, a, better 
ojiiiiioti of iny own judgemiuit in consequence.: You 
do not admire the Life oi’ Josephus ; but it is sulficient 
if you afiprove his actions and liis history. Bid you not 
think him very happy in the cave, where they drew 
lots who should stab himself tiie last? 

We laughed till we cried, at the story of the^.g.irl 
who sung the indecent song for w liicli she confessed, 
aloud, in the church. Not lung can be more novel and 
amusing. J think she was in tlic right: the confessor 





vvishcd to hear the song, for he was not satis- 
iied with the girl*;^, accusation of herself. I fancy J'see 
him burstffjg the first at this adventure. 

We often m!#yK)u rioicijlous stories, but \ve cannot 
surpliis thts. sillWjiys talk of Britany, and it is to en- 
courage yoO ?if^6vence; it is a (■ountry in 

t^hich I am IlSbre Jntere.sled than in any other: my 
jOufney ihithet tak^s away all possibility of being 
tired w'ilh whaf yma tell me, because I am acquainted 
vvith avei*y bddy, and Uiuh rstand every thing perfectly. 
1 have not forgotten the beauty of your winters. Our 
seasort iS firtC^hrre; I walk every day, and have 
almost inadl^ a new park round the waste land at the 
end 0 ^ the mall. I am planting four rows of trees 
there : it will b^f^reat improvement, for all this part 
is noir uniform‘‘^mi%ultivatcd. 

BufI shall lalliS my departure, in spite of all these 
charms, in February : the abbess affairs are still more 
urgent than youfs, which has prevented me from olh r- 
ing oiir housle to mademoiselle de Meri : she has coin- 
pjain^d.#F thB to severtit 1 understand ; but 1 

know n6t What reason has to do so. The ivorthy is 
in Vaptdfts with youf^Slfers; I often show him passages 
that I know will please him. lie thanks you ior w liat 
you say of the Moral Essays; he was delighted witli 
them htoself. The little girl is still with us ; she has 
an netive little mind which has never been exercised, 
and tre take pleasure in improving it. jShe is in perfect 
ighorance; it is an amusement to us to give her some 
gi6fi|^ral knowledge : a few words of this great universe, 
pf iiii||prres, countries, kings, religions, and \vars, of 
anj fcg eography : it is pleasant to see the un-* 
folding of alP^ese things in a little head which has 
never behchl town or a river, and who thought ihe 
whole world'^x no farther than our jiark ; she 



295 


MADAKB BE stiftCSE, 

amuses us highly. I informed her to-day of the Cap- 
ture of Wisrnar ; she knows we are sorry for it, because 
the king of Sweden is our ally. ; Sueh are our amuse- 
ments. The princess is delighted that her daughter haa 
taken Wismar: she is a true Dane. She has asked 
Monsieariand Madame to exempt her entirely from the 
soldiery, so that w^e shall all be safe. 

Madame de la Fayette is very grateful for your let- 
ter ; she thinks you very polite and obliging ; but does 
it not appear strange to you that her brother-iurlaw is 
not dead, and that such mistakes should arise at the 
phort distance of Toulon and Aix ? Upon the questions 
you put to the f rater I decide boldly, th^t he who is 
angry, .and shows his anger, is preferable to the de- 
etiver, who conceals his malignity pider fair and spe- 
cious appearances. There is a Ariosto de- 

scriptive of guile* : I would transcrailit» but 1 have not 

^ We shall probably gratify the reader by inserting this stauza: 

flavea piaceval viso, abito onesto, 

U n \miil valger d’ottjhi, ai*dar grave, 

Un parlar si beuigno, e $i mpdesto 
(vhe parea Calniel, che dicessM^ : Are. 

Era bruua e deforme iu tutto il rcsio 
Ma uasconde t^ucstc hittea^e prave 
Con liingd abito, c largo, e sotto quello 
Attussicato avea st'inprc il coltello. 

Orlando Furioea Oititoxiv. 

Her garh was decent, lovely was her face, 

Her eyes were bashful, sober was her pace} 

With speech whose charms might every heart assail. 

Like his wh<j gave the blest salute of — Hail! 

But all deformed and brutal was the rest, 

^Vhich close she covered with her ample vest. 

Beneath whose folds, prepar’d for bh)ody strife, 

Her hand for ever grasped a poisoned knife. 

> Hoole*s Translation, Book xiv. 
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time lo look i^r jI. The r^nod dTIacqui vllIe still talks 
y> n>e oi the journey of St. Geran, and to prove how 
short her stay will he, he says she can only receive one 
of niy letters at Palisse. This is how he treats an ao 
fjuaiiitance of a week : he is just the same with respeet 
to others, but this is excellent. 1 forgot to r.ay that I 
had thought like you of the. diHercnf ways of painting 
the human heart, some white and others blacker *lhaii 
black. You know what colour mine is of, for you. 


rnOM M. OF. ShVlONL. 

i AM not at all in good humour; I have just had a cof>- 
versation with tlie xvonhy on the badness of the limes, 
and you know wlis^ a heart-breaking subject that is. 
I could not how^l^ help smiling at the story of il»e 
young girl at 1.4inloe.sc: y()u may guess what 1 should 
have done, if I had been in niy usual spirits. She was 
as anxious to receive absolution, a.s the gocul father w us 
10 hear the song, and probably they wne both satisfied. 
With regard to the Moral Kssajs, 1 humbly ask your 
pardon for saying that the Treari.se on Self- Know ledge 
appears to me forced, sophistical, in many phu e.s abso- 
lute nonsense, and extremely tiresome from beginning 
to end. 1 honour the Methods of tempting God wiih 
my approbation : but can you, who admire and are so 
excellent a judge of good style, at least if one may 
judge by your own, can you set in ( ompelilion the sl^ le 
of Po/t- Royal with M. Pa.scaPs ? It is Ins which gives 
me a distaste for every other. M. Nicole introduces a 
yjjreat many fine words into his, but in the end they’ 
®feary ,5 and make me sick ; it is like eating too much 
hlanc^mmge : this is my decision. I must tell you 
however, by way of appeasing your vvratii, that 1 am 
in some degree reconciled to Mc^uigne. lie has some 
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exxellent and inimitable points, and sorae puerile and 
extravagant ones : Ido not retract that opinion. When- 
you have hnished Josephus, pray read a moral treatise 
of Plutarcli's entitled, “ lluw to distinguish a Friend 
from a Flatterer/* 1 have read it again this year, and 
was more pleased with it than at tirst. Send us word 
whether the (juesiio.i you ask me of persons whose an- 
gi r evaporates in velieinent language, or those who con- 
ceal it under specious appearances, relates to niadaine 
tie la i’ayeite : we know nothing, because we do not 
periiaps know all you know. 1 rebel against what she 
S ', vs of iVI. fie Tulle’s funeral orati«)n, because I think it 
hae, very fine. ; i rebel less against her unfavourable 
opinion of the Moral Fssays; and without having read 
the new opera, 1 agree heartily to all the ill she says of 
it. iKauliful little sister, adieu* 


LETTER CCCLXXVill. 

TO THE SAME. 

'Hie Tlock; 5 , Fiklay, Jan. 17, I676. 

Voi; have talked to me of stilf necks till you have given 
me one, for 1 cannot move; iny right side ; these are 
hi lie ailments, iny dear, that nobody compassionates, 
and yet ] assure you they are very painful. My hope- 
1\.' son is bursiing with laughter: I shall certainly rap 
ilia? upon the knuckle.s as soon as I am able. In 
Hii a!i time, my dear, I embrace you most cordia^y^f 
with my left arm. ’i’lie //vr/cr is going to efttertain yCtt;; 
with some trash. Your Hungai'y water will have cured 
rne before this letter has reached Paris. Adieui my, , 
de;a‘ cii'dJ, 
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FROM M. X>E SILVIGNE. 

I AM not latj^hing at my mother, though she tells you 
so; but her disorder has nothing iis it to cause the least 
alarm ; and so we pity her, and amuse her ip her bed, 
and do all that lies in our power to telieve Ijer. I con- 
clude you will depend upon the abbe and me, in^ what 
regards the health of a person so precious to us both : 
be perfectly easy in this respect, rny dear sister, for, 
depend upon it, we shall be quite well vihcn you begin 
to be anxious about us. 

I now send you tlie history of our province. You 
are already informed on what terms M. do Coetfjncn is 
with M. de Chaulnes ; they have lately been at dag- 
gers-drawn, and the former has actually presented a 
memorial to the King, complaining of M. de ( ’)raulnes’s 
conduct since he has had the government. Ainu* this, 
he returned to his government by bis majesty\'i ordcirs, 
came to Kerines, vvaitetl upon M. de Povnnicreuil, aitd 
staid in the town from eight o\;lock in tlie morning till 
nine at night, withoiit going near M. de Chaulnes; lun- 
did he intend it, as he told M. de Coetlogon, and seem- 
ed to pride himself in braving M. de Chaulnes in his 
own ^pital. About nine at night, just as he had got 
to his inn, and ^-bought of nothing but going to bed, 
1 ^ beared a coach stop at the door, and saw a person 
COti|0 into his room with an exempts staff* ; this was 
Ch^ites’s captain of the guard, who desired him 
^from bis master to come immediately to ti^e bishop’s 
*%mlace, where he at present resides. Accordingly M. 
* de CoStquen followed him down stairs, wdiere he found 
a c<|ficb, surrounded by fpr and twenty guards, which 

* An exempt *u a kiu4.^^|8||Uiary messenger. 
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he Stepped into, and was conveyed without disorder or 
noise to the bishop’s palace. When he came there, he 
was introduced into the antichaniber, and there left for 
nearly a ijuarter of an hour, with proper people to pre- 
vent his making his escape?. At length M, de Chaulnes 
appeared, and said to him, ** Sir, I have stnt for you 
to ordt r you to pay the francs-fiefs in your govern- 
merit ; 1 know,” added he, ** what you have said to the 
king,' w hieh you will be called upon to prove and then 
turning his back upon him, retired into his closet. Poor 
t'octquen was quite thunderstiuck, and returned to his 
nn, half-mad with raj^e and vexation. 


LETTER CCCLXXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Jan. 19, 1676. 

I AM much better, my dear ; this same stiff neck was in 
tiuth a very prtUy fit of the rheumatism ; it is a disor- 
der attended with violent pain, and want of rest and 
‘lerp ; but it gives no apprehension respecting the con- 
sciiuences. This is the eighth day ; a gentle dose of 
medicine and a sudorific will restore me again. 1 have 
been bled once in the foot, and now abstinence and pa- 
tience will put the hnishing-stroke to the disorder. 
Larniechin is very attentive, and has not quitted me 
night or day. 

I read your letters yesterday, my child, with extreme 
pleasui-e; they are a delightful conversation: I desire 
you will not pretend to tell me that yohr success in 
Provence is a matter of indifference to you; I know 
not what is pleasing, if so complete a vi^ory is not; 
which, at the same time, is attended with the most 
agreeable and honoural^ consequences on your side. 
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I t\w of hearing this agreeable iritelii- 

^ence a ViUle btfure you; aii<l the assf-mbly of the 
noblesse has cowph tet} my sntisthetion : I send you M, 
de Pomponne’s letter; 1 think nothing ran exceed his 
friendship. D’llaccjueville writes rne word that our car- 
dinal has an inflammation on his lungs; J am niurl) more 
uneasy feibout him tlran myself. 1 v^ouhl, Miih great 
pleasure, write you twenty or thirty pag^es, but it is 
really more than 1 can do at present. My son shall 
fill up the rest. Adieu, dearest child, 1 embrace 
you to-day with ray right hand. 

FROM M. DE SllviONK. 

You se^', iny dear sister, by what my inotlKir w riter, 
the true state of her health, and how little reason there 
is to be alarmed at her present disorder, whieii begins 
to go ofi) and to be relieved by gentle sweats ; lu r suf- 
ferings were so great, it cut us to the soul to wit- 
ness them. 1 hope you do me the justice to believe, 
that 1 do all in my power to assist and amuse iur. 1 
heartily wish I could be of any real service, but unfor- 
tunately, 1 am good for nothing, unless for having 
brought I^rmechin, who docs wonders day and night. 
Your letters are very iiecessary, and very eliicacious, in 
diverting the pains of our dear patient. It is a pity we 
cannot receive them oficner than once a week. We tio 
no?give much credit to your philosn[)lncal notions about 
your ^flairs in Provence ; you may see by M. de Coet- 
queil’s affair, i»of which I informed you in my last, that 
yours is not only province w^icre tliere are intrigues 
s^nd cabals. Is it not very high of <rnac<iueville, to 
write us an account of this affair, from Paris, w hen we 
arc but seven ' leagues from Rennes? as if he thouglit 
we never heard any thing of ov^owa savage country , 
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You have doubtless heard of the disputes 
pcned at the nuptials of La Motlie, which were not in- 
ferior to those at the marriage of Thetis; for Discorfl 
witli her snaky locks had insinuated herself amongst our 
duchesses and princesses, who are the goddesses of the 
earth ; but, at length, all is calmed, and there is no 
more talk'^of war ; that we have at present upon our 
liands * is fully sjilhcient. We have read the opera; 
but* you mwer saw tastes so corrupted as ours are bc^ 
eoine, since we have been in Kritany. We look upon 
the funeral oration of M. de I’ulle as extremely beau- 
tiful, anil we tliink the opera f this year infinitely sn- 
ju-rior to any v\e have bad before. As we did not get 
it till yesterday, we have only read the prologue and 
th(^ first act, which we honour with uiir approbation; 
hut i»r ly do not think tliat vve do the same with respect 
l i tl'.e continuation of Pharamoitd ; we anathematise 
every thing, tliat js not written by (hiljirenede. 

Adieu, niy dear sister ; we endeavour to amuse our 

good mother as mucit as possible, which is ail that she 

now st eals in need of, for tin* disorder will lake its 
* 

course, and we do jiot think she will he (piite well for 
three weeks. Her fever left her precisely at the 
seveiiili day, w hich plainly shows you there is no dan- 
: .i i\ Pray do not w rite us any letters that may make 
us ancas\n liiey will come unseasonably, atid the vexa- 
tion of knowing that you have been alarmed for her,' 
will not tend to your dear mother^s recovery. 

A thousand compliments to j^l. de Grignan, and to 
h;s I j card. 

♦ With iIm* Dutch, ilic Spa!tiards, and the Germans, 

Aty ,, vauten by QuinauU. 
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LEITER CCCEXXX. 

M. DE SEVICNK TO THL S.\ME. 

llic Rfrf:l«/rtjfsdav, t»an. 21 , 16 '^ 6 . 

In the first jilace, my dear sister, let^ me ent/eat you, 
not to alarm yourself at no tseeing my mother’s hand- 
\yritiiig, hut iirmly heAiwe what is toJA you by the g’dod 
atibc and myself. The suelling^ still cotitinues so inoeh 
in her hands, that we do not think it advisable to let 
them be exposed to the air : and another reason is, that 
since yesterday, which was the ninth day of her disor- 
der, inflamed and swelled parts have begun to per- 
spire, which miist on no account be checked, as it is tl.e 
forerunner of health, and the only means of getting the 
disorder out of her joints. Her fever is gone, and no- 
thing r<emains but a little pain and tpuch swelling, '^i'his 
is the real siti ation of our dear little nftamma. Do not 
imagine that any care is wanting, or that any precau- 
tion has been neglected. There is a very good physi- 
cian at Vitre who has bled her in tbe foot admirably 
well. She is taken as much care of here as she could 
have been at Paris, and what is still better, she herself 
thinks so. In short, we should have nothing now to do 
but to laugh/ could we find an expedient for her to lie 
bed at any other person’s expense ; but as that can- 
not be done, it is somewhat inconvenient to her. The 
disorder has been more severe and painful, than any 
she ever experienced ; but as it is become a kind of 
iiei^ility to be^ ill this year, it is iminitely better for 
her to hav(a had the rheumatism with all its inconve- 
niences, than one of those inflammations that have been 
so prevalent; especially as we are in a country where 
it is n^t to an impossibility to be bled in the arm with 
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any degree of safety. In short, we have every day 
consolation in our sorrow, and we almost feel greater 
pleasinr In st inng her hands packed up in flannels, an*d 
in being unable to stand, than in seeing her walk in her 
avenncs, and hearing her sing from morning to night. 

lUtle girl who is with us, w'hen she saw' my mo- 
ther’s paoi increase towards evening, used constantly to 
hurst into tears. She is the object of du Plcssis’ unceas- 
im^ jealousy, who makes no small merit with my mo- 
ther of hating her like the devil. 

I must t(dl you a droll adventure that happened to- 
day : My mother was fallen inio a iiiilc doze in- her 
l)e(i ; the a[)be, the little girl, and myself, were sitting 
round the fire ; du i^lessis cau’e in, we made signs to 
her to walk softly, which, to give her her due, she 
obeyed very jmnctually ; but she scarcely got to the 
middle of the room, when my mol her waked, cough- 
ing, and called for her handkerchief ; the little girl and 
I got up to it her, but du Plessis was beforehand 
with us, and running to the bed-side, in the hurry^of 
her zeal, instead of applying it to my mother’s mouth, 
pinched her rinse so hard that sht* made her cry out 
violently ; my mother snuftled out her dislike of her 
oflicious zeal, and ihen we all fell a laughing, as you 
must have done, had you witnessed the scene. 

Adieu, my dearest sister ; bo Jri no uneasiness of 
alarm at what is going on here ; l)efore this lettel^ 
reaches you my mother will have been to take the air 
a little in the garden ; if any thing extraordinar}' should 
happen between this time and to-morrow, you shall 
know it before 1 close my packet. But the delight is, 
that nothing can now happen, but for the belter* I 
heartily embrace M. de Grignan. 
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LETTER CCCLXXXr. 

>IADAMF. l)E bEVlGNE TO TllF. SAME. 

T1m‘ Rocks, Moiui'.y, ^ in. ‘V, 

y j j. 

My hands still continne swelled, dear cl'ild. but that 
is a certain sign of the departure or\be iheumalism, 
which has always been losing ground since the crisis we 
mentioned to you. 

M. DE SEVIGNE WHlTi.S FICOM M XD \ ME DE SEVlGNt/S 
I)! CT 


It is true, the grand 'lerspiruicut, and some trilling ones 
since, havti coinpletely (‘arried otF the lever and llic 
pain, and 1 have now nothing to com|)lain of hut weak- 
ness : bnr I was obiigcMl to lie in bed for a fur.tnigljt 
without being able to torn. I am now settled very com- 
fortably in my lillle alcove. I w^h your brother was 
not my amanuensis, tliat 1 might tel! you all lie has 
done for me on tliis occasion. My di'^order has been 
very general in this neighbourliood, never failing to at- 
tack those who esca[>ed the innaminatiun on the lungs : 
but to tell you the' truth, 1 did not consider myself as 
object to this common law, :iiid nevt r was poor woman 
more hurnhied, nor treated more against her inclination. 

made a proper use of this a/hiction, it might 
possibly have turned to my advantage; but I am im- 
my dear ciiild, and cannot conceive how peo- 
4iye Ivithout legs, arms, or hands. You must 
3XCUSC thr§ k itcr, my dear, as coming iVorn a sick per- 
son : when I next write to you, 1 hope to write like 
Dther pffople, I thought when 1 was ill with the fever^ 
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niat 1 lit-ard t!)fan say, cardinal (jirimaldl * was dead ; 
»r it is <?(), I sliall j>e very sorry. Adieu, my dearest 
c^ild, I only waiit to recruit rny strength, and to abate 
the swcilii**::. I csubrace M. dc (irignan. The prin- 
cess has Ih iravv d with great attention to me during niy 
illness. 


rjnO.T M. ‘'t VlGNi:'.. 

t oA\f; nolicrif;' M'U to say lo yon, my dear sister, 
c^*|>t tlun the aidtc ;iui I Imvc. had a (bspiUe. He as- 
x rted ;i Ln;* or uvo in my mother’s own hand, 
Ijo'.vcvor badiy v\»'uttii, wire ub«*olim'iy necessary to- 
WMois ina’vug you(|aite easy; I, on the contrary, main- 
tuiijid that tiiey were more likely to increase your 
{‘right; a!ul that you would have always done us the 
hiMiunr to i oiihde irt what vvw told you about her heallhi 
and that our accounis would perfc'ctly have removed 
your u n cashless ; thi> is my opinion, for I never 
yu)>po>i' that you would cou>idor me so hardeiuni or in- 
srovibio, as to write in a*jorose strain, at a time when I 
Sav\ myself threatuied vvnh the most dreadful of all 
rahniiiries. Pray let us have your opinion to decide the 
di>piU(*. 

I ^cvlute M, de (irignan, and kiss La Hague’s fore- 
head, 

* dtrotije d#* CriiniiMl, (»f Alx, died cr.rdinal dean the 

fmith ol Ndvt'Mij'T ifisri, wj : vi \ oo, extremely regretted Oy his wholo 
il'nieese, esju i iully i.j r lie poor, lo who^U he was a cousiiuit und nohie 
hfiitdartOG 



LETTER? or 


$Ofl 

LETTER CCCLXXXIL 

to THE SAME. MCTaTF.T) UY MADAMC DE SKVlf-Ni, • 

WRITTEN RY HEIt SON. 

/ 

llic Uorks, WVdr.c-itlay. Jfttu *■’■■>, lC\'b, 

You will think it very odd, iny chllu. when 1 a 

that 1 am (]uiie cured, that I have neither h ver nor 
pttin, and yet do not write to you : hut tin very reason 
of thij? is, because I am cured. ?vly pains are turned 
to a swelling ; so that iny poor hatul i. not irapahie 
even of scrawling, as it has done tor sf)ine days past. 
But this is an inconvenience that will not lust long. I 
have now nothing left to do but to comfort myself for 
the uneasiness my bed has given me for this fortnight 
past. I begin to walk about my room, I recover my 
strength : this is a delightful situation, compared with 
my former one, and therefore 1 entreat you to be under 
no uneasiness on my account, while we tliink oursc Ives 
so happy. * 

I have read your two letters, they are divine ; you 
give me admirable accounts; if ever my hand is at h- 
berty again, [ will certainly answer them ; in the mean 
time, be assured that 1 lose nothing either in point of 
correspondence or friendship. One of the greatest 
l^easures I had in my recoveiy, was the thought of its 
|l|plieving you from tlie uneasiness yum endured, which 
|||(^w you ought to thrown entirely aside, since we have 
lii|j|^:you the^eal truth, and that I am now in the liigh 
road to he?^lth. I embrace you, my dearest child, from 
the bottom of iny^^ heart; the worthy* does tlie same ; 
<^and as to me, niy dear sister f, you will believe 1 am 

' * T.he ahb^ de 0)uI.ingM. 

•f* 'rhis is written by M. dc as from iHwsclf. 
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Mi>t behindhand. 1 have nothing to say to you to-day, 
Tor rnyseir, except that 1 am very happy that we are so* 
well out of this affair. 


LETTER CCCLXXXIII. 
madam.” de sevignk to the same. 

The Rocks, Friilay, Jan. 31, 167/). 

Be binder no concern about me, my dear child ; I am 
pei ff ctly ivell, except that my hands and feet* arc vio- 
lently .swelled, ami that I urn unuijie to assist riiysolf; 
hut this inconvenience, which in inconceivable, w ill soon, 
I am told, go ofK I have been a thousand times more 
comfortable here than 1 should have been at Paris ; 1 
am waited upon, and treated like a queen* 


FROM M. DE SEVICNL. 

<lii, what beautiful writing! Do you not think my mo- 
ther had better not Ijave written to you at all } We 
wished to prevent her, but she would do it : I hope it 
will serve to make you more easy ; and do you, in re- 
turn, vvish os a little patience to bear with the swelling 
and weakness ttuit remain. My mother imagined that 
the instant her pain had left her, she might have played 
at leap-frog. She is a little disconcerted to find her.self 
so much mistaken. All will go well, if our impatience 
does not produce any ill eiFects. 

We would have scan a letter of rnadanie de Vins', 
which my mother received by the last post ; but wet 
put it by so carefully, that it is not to be found. You 
must bo content then to ktlow in general terms that it 
was a very friendly and civil one. Madame de Vint 
tells us, that she is convinced the Grignans had reason 
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ami yMXf <m their siJr. in the two lafi 
;8he had not written to you, becansp she was ( . iiaiii y-u 
had too much giaxl senstr to wish to renew the ilispute, 
when the cause was removed. She au'ds, lhal sIu ait- 
pcared to inferoit herself su waituly in fiivr ur ?/i! 
GrignanSj as LK’ing in the ih:it -r'- is il 'l)v 

the other piity. Tliis is the frcjurril j' ot {he fet- 
ter, which I suppose we shtiil luui u or t(;ue 

weeks henre. Such |«airts w. re t::ht,rj rit,*; to or 

Ijlislay it, that it ihos ccitaiuiy hvt u pul itito some sahe 
corner, ^hocre noluhly miplit y;,r at it, rttui \\c cainu l 
get at ii o‘-r,t>eiv\:s. Aelivu, (ie.ir •^iotUr. 

LFiTIlR CCCLXXXIV. 

TO Tiir samFm — incTATcn liv mapame de sevicnl : 

WUlTTEts BY UEU SUN. 

The Betka, Sumftiy, Ftli. 2, 

IJJy dearest child, w’c have read your hist two letters 
with a joy and satisfaction, that'noihinu’ else could pro- 
duce ; but we dread those we are next to receive, in 
which you will exclaim upon my illness, and charge it 
to rnv own account, and that will not be dtung me jus- 
tice ; for every creature, in this Country, has had rheu- 
niatisn), or infl;nnniations ; take your choice. TVIadanic 
de Marbeuf has been dangerously ill tficse six weeks ; 
SO you see, iny dear, we must pay the tribute one way 
or other : and as to your frights and uneasinesses, they 
bjplgtn precisely at the instant they should end ; tor I 
now free fn>m pain, and fever, and hav(' nolhiiig 
of ii^y rheumatism, but a little swelling in my 
imnds^ coinplcle my c^re by the exercise of walk- 

ing, and recover all [ lo.st during my contincmenl to mv 
bed. have sullfefed .some inconvenichcc, mv dear, 
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hut noth'mg lliat caii be called danger. 1 think of no* 
rliing now but gaining strength, and returning to Parist^ 
4Vom Nvhence 1 shall let you know how matters go on. 

1 cannot write to you to-day, my right hand being 
so much swelled ; the sw’elling in my left is consider- 
ably abated, and tbe skin looks wrinkled ; we are de- 
ligbuid to see it s(). I assure you the rbeuniatism is one 
of the finest pieeOs in tlie world : 1 have a very great 
respect for it. It has its beginning, increase, crisis, 
and end. Thank Heaven, 1 am at present in the latter 
sta ge. 

1 think T have represented madame dc Viiis, and her 
brother-in-law, in a very satisfactory light to you; it 
is one in which they appear to me. 'Phey did not 
choose to seem what they really are ; they have their 
reasons for it ; and we certainly ought to allow our 
friends to serve us in the way they think best. 1 think 
they have managed matters very circumspectly, with 
regard to Provence; this should be the rule of our con* 
duct, which is so much the more easy to be ol)serve^, 
as tliey liave drawn aside tbe curtain to me a little, and 
1 assuie vou the pn^speot is delightful for you. They 
have bot h written to me on hearing of rny ilhivss, which 
i> vn y obliging ; I send their hitters ; keep all my lit? 
tie secrets, and let us both be careful iiovv we com- 
plain of those whom vvi^ have the greatest reason to 
commend. 

1 pretty well guess wllat a noise and bustle you have 
in your rotunda Send me word wliether the good 
Sanes plays at piquet still, and whether he tliinks him<* 
iclf alive : we must amuse ourselviis while we can. If 
you were as fond of dancing as your daughter is, I 

\ lit lit* ciosft or (.Irtiwiiipj-room, so calk'd, because; it was made in 

=M jouTu! tower bclon«ii>»g to tbe pid we the countv of Provence, 

wh«:u M. d<. Cricnati resided when at Aix. 
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should not pity you. 1 never saw a girl naturally so 
fond of it. 1 am quite of your opinion respecting the 
"Moral Essays. I scold your brother, but here he comes 
to speak for liimself. 

FROM M. DE SEVIGNR. 

And I say, that the first volume of ihe Moral Essays 
VKOuld appear to you in the same light as it docs to me, if 
La Marans, and the abbe Tetu, had not accost* me d 
you to such subtle and abstracted distinctions. 'I'lie 
most intricate stuff’ imagii»able now appears clear and 
easy to you. Of all the things that were ever written 
on man, and the interior of man, I never met with 
aiiy thing I liked so little as this: the strokes mid do 
scriptions are above the reach of every common ca- 
pacity- Pascal, the logician of Port-Koyal, Plutarch, 
and Montaigne, write in a very different style. I'his 
writer argues for the sake of arguing, and, sometimes 
too, has very little to say, I maintain also, that the 
first two acts of the opera are very good, and above the 
usual flight of Quinault: my mother agrees with me in 
this; but she intends to give you her opinion herself. 
Only let us know what you find fault with in it; we 
will answer for these first two acts; as for tlie assem- 
bly of the rivers, I give it up. 

LETTER CCCLXXXV- 

; SAME. MADAMK DE SEVIGNE DICTATES : HER 

SON WRITES. 

The Rocks, Monday, Feb. a, 1676. 
my dear child, what it is that comes the quick- 
goes off’thliliowest ; that brings you the near- 
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to health, and removes you the farthest from it; 
that throws you into the most agreeable situation ima*, 
ginable, and at the same time hinders you from enjoy- 
ing it ; that flatters you with the most pleasing hopes, 
and keeps you the longest from the accomplishment of 
them. (Cannot you guess? Do you give it up? Why, 
it is the rlK'umatism. I have had it these three and 
twenty days; since the fourteenth day, 1 have been free 
from fever and pain : and in this delightful situation, 
thinking myself strong enough to walk, which is the 
summit of rny wishes; I find myself swelled ail over, 
feet, legs, hands, arms; and this swelling, which they 
call my cure, and in reality is so, is the sole occasion 
of my present vexation; were I good for any thing, I 
might gain myself some credit by it. However, I be- 
lieve the enemy is conquered, and that in two days I 
sliall be al)la to walk. Lurmechin gives me great hope 
of this. I every day receive letters from our friends 
at Paris, congratulating me on my recovery. I have 
taken M. dt* Lorme’s opening powders, which have been 
of great service to me; «1 am going to take them again; 
they are a never- failing remedy in these cases. After 
this attack, I am promised an eternal succession of 
health. Uod grant it. My first step will be to return 
to Paris ; 1 desire you, therefore, my dear, to calm all 
your fears: you see what a faithful account we have 
given you of the aflair ; let that make you easy. 

Before this packet is sealed up, I shall venture to ask 
my great hand if it will please to write a line to you ; 

I am afraid it will not comply; but 1 do not kno|r; 
perliajis in two hours it may. 

Adieu, my dear and best-beloved child ; let me beg 
you to liave a reverential awe of the thing called rheu^ 
matlsin; this, inelhlnks, is the most important business I 
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have. to reconinitnd to you at present. I'ho fiaier hr^ft 
been railing at you this week past for speaking against 
M. Oc Lornie's powders .when you were at Taiis. 


FR'^M DE StVIGNE, 

JIad niy mother yielded to the regimen prescril/ed Iut 
t)y that hone^ man, and taken some of iiis powders 
once a month, as he wished lier to do, she would not 
have bad this disorder, which is wholly owing to reple- 
tion of humours : but it was killing her to advise her to 
try a single dose ; and yet, after all, this dreadful me* 
dicine. that makes people shudder at its very name, is 
composed of antimony, which is an emetic; and ope- 
rates as gently, and with as much safely, as a glass of 
any of the medicinal waters, without the least griping 
or pain, and has no other elfect than that of making the 
head light, and capacitating it for making verses, if 
you choose to attempt it : but, no, it must not be taken : 

Are you mad, brother, to think of giving my mother 
antimony? she wants nothing but a little dieting, and a 
cooling medicine occasionally:*’ this was your laily- 
ship’s strain. Yam' servant, my little sister; 1 am 
quite angry, when 1 think that we might have saved our 
mother this terrible disorder, by prevailing on her to 
have taken this powder, wdiich is the most speedy re- 
storative in the world, whatever .she may be pleased to 
say against it in her impatience. 

** Are you fools, children,” says my mother, “ (o 
that a disease is to be put out of its course? 
Must not the w-ill of (iod be done? Is it not our duty 
to submit?” 'J'his is talking like a very good Christian ; 
but still, 1 say, give me de J..orine’s powders. 
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LETTER CCej^XXVL 


iO Tni: SAME. — MADAME tie SEflGNE DICTATES: 

DER SON WRITES, 

The Rocks^ Svmday^^ FjsAirtiajpy 9., ■ 

Tjus is just whaL we feared and foresaw; you are tor^ 
mcnted with uneasiness when I am getting well. 1 
\’ery much dreaded the effect which the news of my 
being ill would have on you; knowing you as I do: 
but you now %oe what it has proved ; there never was 
the h ast danger. We never intended to deceive you 
from the heginning; I told you 1 had a stiff neck, and 
1 thought it was rujthing more : but; the next morning 
it declared itself the rheumatism Ih form; that is to 
say, one of the most painful and tiir^some disorders in 
the world; and now that I an> cifrcd, and can walk 
about my room, and have beeb.^at mass, I am covered 
witfi poultices. I guess witbi;what impatience you 
waited for our second letter, and I cannot sufficiently 
express my obligations to M, de Roquesanle for par^ 
taking of your uneasiness. You are all heroes Ui 
friendship, of whom I have the highest opinion, I 
thank the dear children for thanking God so beartily 
for luy recovery, and 1 promise M. de Grignart two 
lines in niy own hand, as soon as I have got rid of my 
poultices, I desire you wdll return my thanks to.^1 
those who have been so particular in their inquidoil 
after me ; for though I am s(jiisible it is on your ac- 
count, it cannot fail to be highly gratifying to me. I 
am in great fear lest your brother should be obliged to 
leave me ; all his letters frotH Paris are filled with re- 
views, brigades, and war. 

VOL, III, 
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I entreat yoa to be careful of your henlih : you knovv 
you cannot me' a stronger proof of your friend- 
ship. Adieu, my d^sisill^trhild, I embrace you mo^t 
tenderly. The to write a line to M. dc 

Grignatt. 


|i^. DC IfiviGNjl TO M- DE GlilOK AN. 

TnouGn my sister may have taken the greatest care 
imaginable to conceal from you rny mother's situation, 
you may depend on it, my dearest brother, that I should 
have been very cautious how 1 wrote to her, had wc 
perceived any thing of danger in the case; but happily 
we had only the vexation of seeing her racked with 
excruciating pains, without the least ground for appre- 
hension. This you might easily perceive by our 
letters, which vvcjre calculated to make you quite easy 
on that head. I jhupe you are persuaded, my dear 
brother, that I should not have been wanting in my 
duty on this occasion. My sister has too strong a hold 
of my heart for me ever to for*get her. At present we 
have the satisfaction of witnessing an hourly change 
for the better, in my mother's health; and I am less 
’concerned at her illness, as I hope it may be a means 
■of inducing, her to take, more care of lierself for the 
future, 'fiiiding herself mortal ; and as I am indebted to 
it for your obliging and friendly letter. Believe me, 
sir, no one can honour you more sincerely than myself, 
of feel for you greater esteem and afTeclion. 

THE to MADAME DE CIUGNAN. 

now, a word for you, my dear sister, to inform 
you pf what v^ou desiredi tO know by the first post, 
whicti, however, could not be done, unless vve had been 



like my uncle de tbiU' 

itis master iiad had a qu%r^|ii 

morning. You were 'Of 9.%pW,wa8^.1^^ 

informed oh and I thmk iUlf 

thanks, than scold uh mfp:^U m« 

\V.e have the abbe de Chaiirigi^ bishop of 

Rennes i . this yooi will suppose 
nlease us, laying asid^ hh disjike to ]!l|lonta|^ne* 

L'lace }Ou a tiiousand times, my dearest sister^ Oaid 
desne you to m ike M. de Gngnaa my faither feSpecUs 
I ha\t at length Min a letter from him to another per- 
^ >11 besides voursoR, which I shall pre<?erve» very care- 
i i]\\ 


" I LITER CCCLXXXVIL 

WAOAMl'. OL SE^GNfe. 10 l>r GRiQ^MAe. 

./ 

! be Ro ;|^4 Wecln«tdi7» S^lib. 13, 1676* 

iMv dear child, I am ntow wholly out of tb« question pi 
anxiety. 1 am qmte Wjpil . iffat is to say, as wejf 06 f 
person can be at the skirts of the iheumatism, 
swellings are so Ibhg in g< mg awa\, that there 
be no keeping our paiieiicc, it it w^re not that the 6tt0- 
ation we have just qultti d, Ijaakes tjie present seem a 
iieavcnly one in compansoii. Is it true that the che- 
valier has l)ceu in tiie same dilemma? 1 cafinot con- 
ceive how the petit gloruai can bear a disorder that 
1)1 gins to exercise its powei over its captive by lying 
him hand and foot. It is slid tco^hat car^iin^) dt 
T>ouiliou has had his shaie of this Tittle humiliation: 

* N. de NeufchajijW!^ bishop oi ChaloiM 
f This Avas a fake reiKirr, 
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oh, noble dis^^VI it does well, to Irt the conriic 
Ifeol its soil' is gone to Vitre on some bus. 

ness : 1 hSve, the post of secret? 

on the Jiitle per^ I^bave so often mentioned to 

yot), and who desiVel^ most respectfully to kiss your 
hands. I enclose o letter which the good princess has 
just sent me for yon* t am very niu^jh pleased at this 
mtifk of her polrteness an4 friendship. I am under no 
cohcern about t]be manndirln which you will answer it. 


LElfTEli CCCLXXXVIII. 


•10 THE SAME.* 


-MA1)\ME DE SLVICNi DICTMFs: 
HEU SON WllilES. 


Tlie flocks^ 3 un(’ay, IVb. lO, 1070. 
biNCE you decide IhO’^'cjucstion, t^st it is belter to be 
without th^ writing peison that ^^e lo\c, than to 
see them write badly; 1 think 1 will not propose ;iny 
thing of the kind tq ) 0 j|^ poor swelled hand to-day, 
btJlt entreat yon, by proiy, to banish all uneasiruss 
your mind. My son made me walk out a little 
yesterday, in the finest v^(ath€r imaginable; I found 
myschf greatly strengthened by n, and if my swellings 
would but Ifeave me, I should be m peiftct healtli. As 
I dearly love to be made much of, I am not displeased 
at your 'pitying, and joining with me in the peisuasion, 
ihatHKliCf rheumatism, as I have had it, is the most cruel 
indenting ])niii a person can enclme. The fiahr 
.^xacilllent 11111*^0 to me ; lie is equally useful 
in^^sickncss ailiru] health. 1 placed the greatest reli- 
ance on all he said ; he couyniserated all my sufferings, 
and has not failed in any tbhig he promised me; no, 
not so much as in yestc 1 day’s walk, whicli has done me 
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gn ai deal of good. Larmerchiiii ^ Ms part, con- 
'‘taiitly attended me for upwittl4^ of si^eeks : i|| 
short, I do not know what X||)ou(lc| doiio without 
these two good personages, any mora 

anecdotes relating to the 1‘heuill’titisdi^* ilKJtnra of" poor 
Marignane, wlioiii I pity fiom iny for she is m 

the very situation from whi0h 1 just recovenngf 
Do ]iot imagine that, the head-djress apd the toup£e» 
that you reproach me^with, have lately been in fashiop* 
I have been seriously ill for the firlt time in my 
and my first attempt has been a miaiter^pieee. I now 
wait for more strength, thep set out for PariSi 

whitlier, t© my great regtot, »^y pOKlir boy must go be- 
fore me. I am greatly )Vith the dOvotion ob- 

served at Arles, but 4 the coadjutor* puffers 
his to carry him sutn lengths ; we ai(jp €pger to learn 
from you the consequences of this esfitraordinary aeai. 

I am very glad you have ha<|ii|i!|te insight into M. 
de Poihporine's atid his sisicr-iWAlaw's proceedings, and 
that you have adopted their ptaPs vvithoirf; ietting it be 
perceived at Paris : they are^iends on whom we ma|r 
safely rely. Adiepi my dear tbild, I think tliJs is alt % 
have to say to you. If It were not for my being a littlo 
anxious about you and your health, I should be in aH 
enviable situation. But it is not for wretched mortals 
to taste happiness unalloyed. 
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MAUAlKi’bL 1 V1CN£ TO / HJ ‘\^r 

w J 

Tilt Eot*k»» \sh / f ( 
i^tb. M, u t . 

Tilki¥% myieai^ you pa^$t(l y Mjr cnrrM\«il bttiM ^inn 
I nothtfig lsat$ puvt'ntc^l i oui doing it: 
lortg lie 6ut ot [v’ln on the &nb- 

|«dt my hcaHtV^j jt^lt c!i«coiiipos^d In it at 
pre-ett^ for'tw^opj^nable IcdiousiH of <» 

rheumalic attack n be^dlfii^ c^iteeptu n , no\> a pciin m 
one hai d, ^ t\^itch n t\ ‘h^r, ns if to u mind ^ o’l 
ot the beginning of tb* fif: in «bort, rt no r i»v 
nniitr »o recovor ud«i peifect beatth , but 1 

IM^lry s^Tims]y about if, ^nd tliere if no fear of my ic- 
lapsiog, tl^oiigh my own fault, fur I am afiaul ot my 
sha^#; 60 that they make a ported 

of me. I am acodft^HngJy wbat you may call a 
fi^ry di^greenble oobipanion. Add to this that the 
gntrf abbe is not TCty well : he haS a pam m one of his 
with depressiml of spirits towards the evening, 
iliat 1 do not at all like, 

Madamo do Pdarbeuf came bom Rennes to s( e me, 
but I sent hci to the prinee »s to ‘pend liei e imm\ il , 1 
espect them both heie to k me. M\ S( n Ins pa^^td 
Iwo or thiee’ day^ ihoiC. lie is to i \\( ns ni int ui 
six 5 this will be a teal loss to nii, bi t l.e e 11111 )t | - 
sibly delay his depaituie: 1 shall think ot nothing I in 
following him as soon vis possible. J>ut, m\ ele.n c Lild, 
what IS to cure me of the pneasiness 1 dki on vutu 
account tins is eMicme md^ed, and I e\civ d 13 prny 
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to be relieved from it. I do not knovi^ wb«fi niy letters 
will be bearable again; at presell^ so doll and 

Tull of 'myself, that I have r^ol to hear them 

read ; your taste is too good no|i^ you think the 

same, and so 1 will conclude in^edi^tely, the bttic 
girl* also laughs at me. I expect your letteis as the 
only joy of iny heart. It is a pl^^ure to me to enter 
into all you v\rite,*^d to exitricate myself from yyhaf I 
\M it*e myself Adieu^ my dearest ^udievfr lovely child, 
you know liow much I am yours ; . i^^serve for ibc it 
iViendshi[) so teiuler and so dear.^. ul eH^brace 
Crignan and the little Mari^flllllC ? 

methinks the rheu|pfiatisix\ lii^ I send 

)’ou a dozen remembrances;:|tQ,|llis^ibute a^ 
proper; but there is must 

never be confounded with the rest. 


Lirrmi c:;C35C:;' 

TO 'iWE SAME. 

Sunday, Ftb. aa, 1676* 

You are brought to 'bed ; at the ^end of eight months, 
my dear child : jvbat a happiness you are so vvelll bat 
wljat a pity it will he to lose your iHlie boy ! You, who 
are so priulent, and apt to condemn others for want of 
care, must take it in your head to wash your feet! when 
you had canied the good work on so well, and for so 
long a time, how could yon think of risking it, and 
your life into the bargain ? but after all, God be prajs^, 
rij}’ child, that you have got so w^ell over it; you 
ed no help. You may imagine with what impatifence J 
wait for a second packet, to hear more particularly of 


• The young lady who wasr writing for madanie de S^vigne, 
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your health, and how full my head u ill be of fins l\ log- 
in and all it$ circ|^Oistances. I thank yon for >ouf 
three lines, andt^ou, toy dear count, for the trouble you 
took in g'ningjUae so $peedy and accinate an account. 
You know what the health of your dear wife is to me ; 
but you let her wrl'e too much. j\nd ‘o it \^as tliii 
same washing of the feet, it seems, that brought on tin 
labour. I cannot get over the loss of the jauu infant^ 
and 1 stand in need of all your Christian udhu lions to 
support rne ; for, say as you please, yni will m m r he 
able to save its hfe at eight rnontlis. 1 should have 
been afraid her premature labour had Intn occ isioned 
by the alarm she was usidcr on account of iny I'.ine s, 
had I not know n there wan a*fortx)ight's intei \ al. I low - 
ever, God be praised a thousand and a thousand times, 
since my dear countess is well. My hie hangs upon 
her health, therefore let rue recommend it to \ our par- 
ticular care, my dear count, and 1 accept very heartily 
of the reudciivous at Qrignau. 


Lwrim cccxcL 

■f ' • ' 

M. DE SEVIONE TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Feb. 20, 

Come on, sister, come on, give us some of your sage 
advice for the management of health, and then we will 
j^l^ver you out of the Bible, Physician, heal thysellV^ 
Ellfee no small advantage over you now I think, for by 
1^ gopd management, simple as I am, our people have 
field. In a word, niiy mother is as well as 
possibie"': yesterday, for the first time, she took de 
Lprme’s powders, which did her great service j she 
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walks out In fine weather; 1 gave her my ddvice, and 
she follows it : she finds the benefit of ^ doing, for« 
with us people do not lie-in at the end of eight months! 
After tliisj I fancy she will trust to me in what relates 
to her health, and have a proper contempt for your little 
capacity, that sullered you to wash your feet for two 
hotns together, wljen you were eight months with child: 
w'ejorgive you, however,^!! consideration of your being 
tolerably well, and of the letters which we have re- 
ceived from you, M. de Grignan, and the little Dagae» 
which take away all our uneasiness. 

Cautious as you were in giving us this intelligence,, 
rny mother was affected with ft in a degree that alarm- 
ed us a good deal. We Were at cards when the packet 
w^as brought; she desired du Plessis, who sat looking 
on, to open it. The first letter she saw was that of La 
Dague to me. When she read the w’ord ddkcrcdp 
which happened to be the first that presented itself on 
the outside fold, my mother gave a great cry, without 
staying for the rest of the contents, which were as 
happy as could be wished, and immediately reheveil 
us from any inquietude. She was, however, very mucn 
agitated, but this proceeded merely from the weakness 
which the disorder has left upon her spirits: indeeii 
there w as some reason to be alarmed at first, but when 
• we saw La Dague’s drollery, all our anxiety vanished* 
But my mother still wanted to see your own hand- 
writing. 

I beg M. de Grignan to accept my congratulation? 
your health, and rny sincere wishes for the life 
son: he will not doubt my sincerity, if he will oniydw! 
pe the honour to judge of me by himself, and recollect 
how far short this falls of the teto he favoured me 
with about eighteen months ago, upon a certain pi^ce 
of news from the carngii; as to La Dague, I shall lay 
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nothing to her at present; I sirai! wait tor an opportunity 
of revenge^ tifl 1 can hide myself on the stair-case at 
Ongpian, where, the wind has such a fine cfTect. 

I embrace you a thousand times, rny dearest sister. 
There is no danger to-day, for it is a long time since I 
put any powder in my hair. 


BETTER CCCXCIL 

MADAMn DE SEVIGNE TO THE SAME. 


The Eocks, Wednesday, Feb. 26 , 1676* 

I WAIT with the utmost impatience, my dear child, for 
my Friday’s letters : I am still in need of that pleasing 
confirmation of a health so dear and precious to me : I 
embrace you tenderly, and my little secretary shall loll 
you the rest. 

I make no farther mention of my health, as it is now 
perfectly established, with the eirception of my liands, 
#hich are still swelled. Could I write v\ ith my feet, 
yow ahould soon ha?e long letters from me : in the 
time, laying aside all thoughts of sickness, I am 
irhiilly taken up with the Itews I received from Pro- 
which is of importance enough to arrest my at- 
tenliom, but, provided you still continue in good health, 
I hjive reason to bfe thankful. The weather is unusually 
r and contnlliite greatly to recruit my strength, 
ika*ten my return to Paris. 

wll^ tc^|ii^h|kt the priitce has excused himself from 
aerving the ensuing campaign : think he is perfectly 
right. M. de Lorges is at length a marsiial of France : 
do you ii6t wonder, when you reflect how easily he 
fiaittht have been advanced tlfciihis honour six or seven 
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months ago ? The letters I receive are filled with no- 
thing hut the return of M. and madame d^B Schomberg; - 
I tliink he will go to Germany. Every body fancies I 
am able to ride out now. I have heard of your safe 
delivery. It is certainly a great step towards recovery 
to have the mind at ease : however, I am in hopes of 
having mine still more so, after another packet of lettt rs 
from you. 

Adieu, my dearest, my best-beloved : my son is going 
to Paris, in order to put the finishing stroke to a mira- 
culous allair that La Garde has entered into with young 
Viriville, relative to the purchase of our guidonage. I 
love La Garde sincerely, and request you to do the 
same, and also to write to him in return for the obliga- 
tions 1 owe him. The gobd Marbeuf is here, and is an 
inexpressible comfort to me. 

LETTER CCCXCIIL 

TO^THE SAME. 

The Roclcs, Sunday, March 1, 1676. 
Let me tell yon, my child, how fortunate and happy 
i am. I fully expected letters from you on Friday, as 
they never fail me on that day : 1 had been a wbote 
week in painful expectation: the packet came, I open** 
ed it, but found no letter fiom you : 1 thought 1 should 
have fainted, not having yet sufficient strength to sup- 
port such an attack. Alas! what would have becoiH^ 
of my recovering health, with such an anxiety aa ^8 
to endure? how could 1 have passed the tedious'^vicU 
anents till Monday ? But sec what services d’HaCquChp 
ville is destined to render me ! for in doing a thing that 
might have been perfectly useless if 1 had received y pur 
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letters as usual, lie restored hie to life and health hy 
sending me the letter he had received from Davoneau 
of the 15th February, the tenth day after your con- 
finement, written at your request, and giving an ac- 
count of yours and your child^s perfect health. What 
comfort was this in a moment ! how instantaneously did 
I pass from, the extremes of grief and trouble, to a 
well-founded and rational tranquillity! I expect my 
wandering packet next 'Monday ; ah! enu:! ])acket, to 
wander the day of all others that I most earnestly 
wished for you! but that charming letter of the It>th 
has set my heart at ease, and I shall now return to the 
care of my health, which I had begun to abandon. I 
am well, but my poor hand is tired, and 1 must now 
have recourse to rny little secretary. 

To return to d^Hacqucville. 1 will henceforward take 
care how I condemn him for his excessive carefulness, 
since it has been so beneficial to rue. I must own that 
had I received my two letters as regularly as I ought, 1 
should have laughed heartily at this over-{;rt caution, as 
I do when he sends me news oV Jlriiany ; but no more 
Jaughing since the last unspeakable satisfaction which 
he has afforded me. 

My son is gone, and we are solitary enough wiilioui 
him. The little girl and I sit together and read, and 
write, and say our prayers. I am carried out in my 
ch^ir into the park, vi hich is delightfully pleasant this 
weather, and strengthens me exceedingly. I have 
:hstd a great many pretty alterations matle in it, vvliich I 
91^ not much enjoy this year, for my face is luvm d 
Awards Paris ; ray son is there alread}^ about the affair 
-of the guidonage. The good princess visits me some 
times, and seems to take great interest in your health. 
C^' ^iarbeuf is gone away ; she was a great c om Fort and 
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assistance to me, in tliat amiable disorder of mine, the 
rlHUinutism. Adieu, my beloved child. I heartily 
thank M. Davoneau fur his letter of the 19th Fe- 
bruary. 


LETTER * CCCXCIV. 

• MAI) AM C DE SliviGNE TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Tlic Eocks, March 1, 1676i' 

What must you have thought of me, my dear cou^n, 
fur having failed to answer your excellent letter, which 
I received more than six weeks ago? The reason is 
this: it is seven weeks to-day that my robust health 
was attacked by an inhuman rheumatism, which has 
not yet left me ; for my hands are still swelled, and I 
cannot write. 1 had a constant fever for three weeks. 
Your letter was read to me, and your arguments ap- 
peared very just; hut my head was so confused with 
the delirium occasioned by my fever, lliat it was impos- 
sible for me to ansiver it. Ail I know is that I sent 
your letter to my daughter, and that I iiave tln)ught of 
you a thousand times since I huve been ill. This was 
not a trifle, considming how much I was occupied with 
myself. It is a strange noviciate for one who has 
passed her life, like me, in perfect health. This illness 
has delayed my retarn to Paris, where I shall go, how^- 
ever, as soon as I have regained my strength. 

M. de Lorges has been created marshal of France. 

I have a thousand things to say to you ; and I tvoiild 
willingly say them, if I were not obliged to emplby; 
^an amanuensis. But the account of my illness mdsfe 
suflicc;, my dear cousin, for to-day. 1 embrace mad'ame 
de Coligni with all iny heart; and entreat her not to , 
bring forth an eight months^ child, as my dauglk*fcr has 
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jjone. She is well ; but she will perhaps lose her little 
feoy, and that is a pity. My dear cousin, adieu. 


LETIER CCCXCV. 


MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 


! T]<e Rocks, Wetlnosclay, INlarcl) 4 , 16 / 6 . 

At length, my dear, 1 have received the two letters I 
«a earnestly expected and desired, 1 am delighted to 
hMr of your health, but do not fatigue yourself’ so early 
with too much writing. 1 thank M. de Grignan and 
Montgobert for having prevented you from doing it : 
besides I, do not deserve it, for I am still without hands. 
I only request an answer for the princess, and two lines 
for myself. I am really wearied out wilh this tedious 
disorder, and shocked at the thoughts of returning lame 
to Paris. 1 have put my physician here upon his mettle, 
and have likewise written to my son to consult some 
able person of the faculty in Paris, to know if any 
thing can be done to hastim a cure, after suffering for 
two months continually. Let me know how Marignane 
does, and whether she labours under the sarm* inconve- 
nience with myself. I am charmed to hear the little 
boy is well ; but I dare not set my heart too much upon 
him, because I dare not hope that you should be de- 
ceived In your 9 ^j^J|jctureM, knowing you to be more in- 
fallible than tl^'^^bpe himself : 1 build all my expec- 
iqiS^, therefore, on the old women’s tales that were 
at Aix : I think some of them very droll, and 
nine months’ children made me laugh very 
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TO MONSIEUR DE GUICNAN. 

You say, my clear count, that my daughter cannot 
ie-in too often, because she does it so well. Cood God ! 
is she not always lying-in? But let me tell you, sir, 
that unless from compassion and alfoction you give her 
a little rest, you will entirely destroy her, and that 
wo*uld be a pity. Let me desire you to reHect seriously 
on what 1 say to you ; wdiich, believe me, is no gossiped 
talc. 

TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

I NOW return to you, iiiy dearest. I suppose you are 
delighted to see the coadjutor and La Gtirde. Is not 
the latter to return to court? We shall see how the 
aliair he brought forward will turn out: we are afraid 
it is rather too good to succeed. I hear from Paris that 
the chevalier is very much displeased at not being made 
brigadier; he is in the right; after his conduct last 
year*, he certainly deserves to be promoted. Adieu, 
my dearest child, the good abbe embraces you, and my 
little secretary kisses your left hand. My hand still 
eoniinues as usual; but you are well, and then I am so 
Too. 


LETTER CCCXCVt; 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, March 8, 1676* 
Too may indeed beltev^i my child, that if my hand 
ould write to any one, it would be to you ; but it is in 


* At the battle of Altcnheina, 
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vain lo propose it : it will not obey me. This tedious 
'^privation afbicls me. 1 have not written a line to Paris, 
except lo d’Haccjueville the other day, to thank hirn for 
Davoncau’s letter, with which I was transjunted ith 
joy; and this ^\as on your account, fori think of no 
one else at present. I reserve my scrawl entirely for 
you, and notwithstanding your decision of the question, 
I believe you had rather see that than none at all : the 
test iherefoic must excuse me: 

Car jc n’ai qu’un filcl dr voix, 

. El liC < hatitc ([ue pour Sylvie *. 

But here comes my pretty little secretary very oppor- 
tunely to relieve my trembling hand. 

You are very good, my child, in olhriug to come 
and spend the summer with me; I firnil}^ believe you 
would do as you say, and were it not for the little un- 
easiness I still suffer, I should very contentedly sec our 
good abbe set out by himself, a fortnight lienee, and 
remain in tliis delightful desert, with so sweet a com- 
panion the wdiole summer; but M. de Mirepoix^s atluir 
decides me, and I must now hobble to Paris. When 1 
w^as at tlie worst, I said no one was more likely than 
yourself, if you knew how ill I was, to come and sur- 
prise me some morning at the foot of my bed. You 
see, niy dear, what an opinion I have of your aifection, 
and what confidence I repose in you. 

I assure you, rhy dear, I am so much delighted vVith 
the good state of your Iiealth, that it encourages me to 
-‘"deavour to perfect mine; but for this pleasing sti- 
ll^' 1 .should have been whesUy inditlhrenl about it : 
ll^e so many things .wliich may give me th^ 
01 s^ing, and of serving you, that I do not 


r®r I liave but ft weak vo/^e, and I sing only for Sylvia. 
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ilc&itatc to bestow all rny atteiilioii on the re-establish- 
ijiein of iny heahli. 1 am inlt rested in iheitfe of the 
livilu })<»y : 1 sliould be very sorry he were to 
"i’ou have given me a charming plciiire of Viirclcs ; yOll 
want no 'assistant, for yoin pencil is not inferior to 
Migna.rd’s. 1 should have tlmnglit from his (V^ardes) 
confusion, that he was going to he put upon the wheel ; 
but 1 now see, as no one was present but you, that he 
owlid the honour of this embarrassment to his being 
e’U ve,!i years in tlie cciuniry. I think cardinal de Bonzi 
has no reasoji lu c()n)|dain, if that be all that is said of 
him. I am s(jn y the good Sanes is dead; it was a 
p!eca.i;re to sei' him play at pi(juet, as coldly and as 
drily as if he had lu'en really in his cotTm. 

j am very desircMis that you should write to the good 
princess ; 1 am aiVaidyuu did not suQiciently enter into 
the friendliness of her ietlcrs. Lot me know how^ you 
are ahe r your silting up : is your complexion uninjured ? 

1 love to hear a!>out your person : my face within this 
fortnight is the same as ever it was; I am very little 
fallen away, and I wa^k uj)on niy hind feet like other 
jK'opIe. I cat with an appetite, but have bid adieu to 
sijjjpers for ever; so that excepting my swelled hands, 
a few Hying pains that come and go, and serve to re- 
mind me of niy dear rhe^mati^m, I am no longer an 
o1)jecl worthy of your solicitude. Feel no more anxiety 
then upon my account, I cotijure you, and be assured, 
that in whatever state I may be, a^d however I may 
liave been, your remembrance and your love are my 
sole occupations. 

1 have just received a letter from the cardinal, who 
assures me that he is mucli better ; his health is very 
'dear to me. I have likewise received a thousand con- 
graiLilations from the dear Grignans. The chevalier , 
liad every leasou to expect promotion, after his 
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sation ;vith the king. Adieu, my dearest ; be (iiider no 
apprehension of a relapse on my part. jMy excessive 
carelessness with respect to my health is changed to the 
greatest timidity. Do you not pity poor Lau/.un for 
not being able to work at his hole* any longer ? Do 
you not think he will dash his brains out against the. 
wall? I am still as much delighted as cvlt with the 
Moral Essays, and you were mistaken in supposing lliat 
(he seiiiiments ul‘ a certain person would make me alter 
mine. The treatise on tempting God, pn-e^^cs ns a little 
to do for our salvation what we often do out of seif- 
love^ (Jorbirielli says, that onr friends are Jesuits m 
this respect.^^ 1 think the coadjutor and you are ad- 
mirable on this s\d.)ject : if you said your [uaiycrs every 
day, you would be perfect saints; but you will not; 
and this is an example of that stubborn will, which Si. 
Augustine describes so well in his Confessions. 1 ad- 
mire, my dear, how far my love of talking luu caiiivd 
me. 


LETTER CCCXCVH. 


TO THE SAME. 

The Rocks, Wedne.^duy, h'Evvh 1 3, 

1 USE a wash for iny hands, which old de Loniie Ivasi 
recommended me ; it has given me hopes, and that is 
ail ; and I pity for being deprived of the plea- 

sure of liiakiiig a hole in tlic wail. In short, my child, 
I may. Sivy I am vvell. .1 took live, precaution of being 

fortunate 1 did, for they 
my life : I am every day iji my woods. 

♦ M. tic Esiuzun was dracovcrccl attempting to make a hole in the. 
fnh* tlie ifoom whcwi l)i<v vtaa eonfinocl at Plguecol, 
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vhere there is now a perfect summer ; but about five 
*YIock, I aril obliged to leave them, at which J could 
hoost cry : it is a mortification I cannot easily broak* 

) am in hopes of setting out next v\’eek : and if 1 had 
not courage enough to go, the abbe w^Tuld certainly go 
vithout me. 1 have heard no news yet from my son 
ibout his afiairs: he has thought of nothing but de 
Lorme, and my health. Is he not a good creature? I 
expect that your letters next Friday will be accorn- 
lanied with an answer for the princess. 

One of the greatest pleasures 1 enjoy is that of hear** 
ing from you: ruethinks I can never know enough of 
vlial relates to you ; but you always cut short the sub- 
ect \Nhen you are speaking of yourself, which is not 
be way to neat those \vho love you so well. Send me 
word if the little girl is at Saint Marie : though niy 
rnaternal iiwc he of the first rnagnltiule, 1 do not ibrget 
tile pigtons. 1 Irave a whole cart-load of news from 
( Paris ; one sends rne a wonderful prophecy of Kostra- 
lamus ; another a story o^a surprising battle of birds in 
ifne ait , wlilch, after havihg continued for some time, left 
two and twenty thousand dead upon the place. '' When 
he sk}' falls we shali liave larks in plenty Of all 
his, we do n* t lielu-vf a single svilable here. 

Adieu, my dearest ciiild. Be assured, that of all the 
hearts over w'nicli you. reign, your empire is established 
in none so tirndy as in mine. 

LFTTER CCCXCVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Rock'S, Sunday, MarcU 15, 1676. 

I AM grieved at the uneasiness I eternally occasion you : 
how many unnecessary pains do sutfer in ab^i|f^et 
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our joy and our sorrow are always misplaced. Fear 
not, my child, that 1 shall employ my hands impro- 
perly ; I only write to you, and even now 1 can 
proceed no 1‘arther. ilere comes my little amanu- 
ensis. 

I still continue de Lonne^s wash, but the cure goes on 
so slowdy, that I have much more hope iVom tlie fine 
weather, than from all the lu‘rl).s iii creation. In other 
respects, 1 find myself >o well, that I am resolved to 
set out next Saturday for Paris, where there are a thou- 
sand things waiting my presence ; the affair of Mire- 
poix in particular. I will not retrace all I have suffered 
during my illness, though it seems to me impossible 
to experience more acute pain. 1 endeavoured to be 
patient, but 1 could not help sometimes crying out. 
Let us drop the subject, my dear child : I am now well, 
and let my present timidity be an earnest of my future 
wisdom. You would laugh to see what a chicken- 
hearted creature I am become : looking at my watch 
every now and then, and thinking five o'clock a very 
late hour. I am really surpristd at the little one's con- 
tinuing in such gdbd health ; it wdll be a miracle if he 
can be reared. 

What say of Vardes is excellent: I know how 
he dreads your epigrams ; it is too much to liave both 
you, and his owui conscience, against him at once. I 
am in hopes the f rater s allair w ill terminate to our 
wishes. He will get the ensigney for 11,000 francs; 
I do not see how he could have done better, for M. de 

S iriviile will be always ready to take tlie situation olf 
hands whenever he is weary of it. I felt very 
“Sdy the mortification of the chevalier (de (Irignan), 
and think with you, that there were a thousand reasons 
for complying with his request. The duke de Sauk, 
a long conversation wuth the king, Iras (juilted the 
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i*:e, and will attend his majesty as a volunteer. You 

ve have not a few malcontents. 

could have wished, my dAu;* you had not been so 
remiss in answering the good princess's letter, but had 
given her an earlier proof of your i^fnse of the grati* 
tude J ow’e her. You are in childbed, it is true, and I 
have made the most of so reasonable an excuse. I aia 
delighted you are well, and fat, or, in another word, 
handsome. Yesterday 1 took M. clc Lornic^s pow'der 
again ; it is an admirable medicine : he may vv^ell call it 
h bon pain (good bread), for it does every thing I could 
wish ; and neiiher heats nor disorders me at all. I arn 
now perfectly reconciled to it : I fancy this last dose 
will complete my cure. In this country, they never 
bleed in rheumatisms : God tempers the wind to the 
shorn lamb ; of all the disorders lliat could have be- 
fallen me, I have bad the !i;ast dang(M ous, but the most 
painful one, a!id the most calculated to correct my pride, 
and make me humble : for . .:ld now run a thousand 
miles to avoid the j)ain i i J; but you, my dear, 
notwithstanding you have sullered so much, possess 
much greater courage and fortitude than I do: may 
your noble soul long remain in union with your lovely 
body ! 


T.E'rTER CCCXCVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

TIic Rocks, Wediicstlay, March Ifl, 16 / 6 . 

AM resolved not to strain my hand, and my little sc- 
t*l‘c4ary is coming to my aid. 

In the first place, my dear child, I have to inform 
.you, that w hen I no longer knew what to do with mv^ 
lhands, Providence sent M. de Viltebruhe to me, 



an excellent physician ; he advised me to excite per - 
spiration in them, by bolding them over the steam of 
several curious herbs; am persuaded this is the best 
remedy I have yet tried, and that this transpiration must 
be very efficacious. I shall not sjt out till Tuesday, on 
account of the equinox, which Villcbrune advised me 
to pass here; in short, Villcbrune is all in all with me 
now. I fancy the good princess will pay a visit to 
Madame, on the death of M. de Valois. My son^s 
business is not yet finished. 

The marriage^ of M. de Lorges appears to me very 
advantageous : I am delighted with the l‘ather-in-law's 
good taste. But what say }mu to madame de la Baumc, 
who has obliged the king to send an exempt to take 
mademoiselle de la Trivoliere from under her father 
and mbther^s care, and placed her with one of her 
sisters-in-law at Lyons ? She is no doubt trying to make 
a match between her and her son *. It id rather odd to 
tell you the new's of I vons, but 1 could not help men- 
tioning this allbir to you. ' 1 have not seen I'lechiei’s 
funeral oration yet; is it possible it can equal M. de 
Toilers ? I would cite upon ibis a verse of Tasso, if I 
could recollect it. 

Adieu, my dearest child, our hue weather conlinue^. 
I should regret leaving the Rocks if 1 were not an in- 
valid ; but as 1 aiii in continual dread of the dews, and 
must therefore, pass the fine summer-evenings in my 
chamber, the long days would tire me to death, and so 
I shall take flight. (.d)od health is necessary to bear 
solitude and a country life. 

I embrace you, my dear count ; I am so weary of 
this wretched scrawl of mine, that were it not fci 

Camille de la Baume d’Hostun, count de Tallard, afterwards marshal 

Jf ranee, and duke id'P^tun, married Marie Catharine de Grol^e dc 
|| ;|n&daine dc S^wigu^i predicted. 
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f ‘ .g you all, I would not write another slrok^ll 
, . nds wm nerfecily WQ^i. Such a tedious ^<wcry 

'v Ay m(. to one you knovvfc be not 

overuurllKA’ ^ ^ patij^cc* ; bn^a^^flfTst submit to 
the will oi ^ani rightly seized; I was vain of 

rny owji si ; this has taught me how weak I am. 

Forgive me, my dear child, for always talking of my- 
self^ and my complaints; I promise you to be bettei 
company wiieii 1 get to Paris; and that is one reason 
why I wish to be there, that I may lose the remem- 
brance of ny past sulferings. The Pocks is the place 
of all others to nourish melancholy rellections. But 3 
<hal) hope to see you some day in this paferno nido 

^ Parental itett. 
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